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Introduction 

1. This pamphlet is for the consumer who wishes to be more informed and 

understand the laws of chometz and Pesach observance. Although the 

primary objective is to offer accurate rules so that readers can keep Pesach 

properly, on occasion I have digressed to offer explanations of the rules, 

hence making Pesach observance more intuitive, clear, manageable and 

less perfunctory. Certain underlying principles that run through the 

pamphlet make the laws here slightly different than those commonly 

followed. (See, for example, the section regarding medications.) 

2. To some, the approach herein may seem unusually lenient; to others it may 

seem complex. The intention is neither to be lenient nor complex but to 

be halachically accurate and to include you in the Pesach observance 

process as much as possible. 

3. It is my conviction that in all kashrus-related matters (Pesach included), 

the consumer has the final responsibility vis-à-vis Hashem for what he 

ingests. Hechsherim and rabbinical supervisions do not accept responsibility 

for individual violations; nor do they release the consumer from 

culpability. It is up to the consumers to determine what level of 

supervision they are willing to trust. Since it is you who are ultimately 

taking responsibility for what you own and ingest on Pesach, the more you 

understand about the laws and principles, the greater control you have of 

your kashrus and spiritual development. 

4. In general, the approach of this guidebook is to identify those items that 

are chometz and rid them from your home. This should be done by 

throwing out the chometz or properly transferring them to a gentile (with 

a kinyan meshichoh and kesef). Items that are not edible or for whatever 

reason are not classified as chometz may be kept in your home and used. 

After ridding your home of chometz (as defined herein), one may opt to 

be stringent (machmir) and take advantage of the standard sale of chometz 
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(filling out a form with your rabbi and leaving items in the cupboard that 

may contain chometz ingredients but have not reached the threshold of 

chometz as described herein). 

5. This pamphlet can also be useful (but perhaps less useful and somewhat 

ponderous) for those who keep chometz such as crackers, cereals and 

whiskey in their cupboards, mark them as chometz and ask a rabbi to sell 

the designated chometz. 
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Medicine 

6. Most prescriptions can be filled with kosher-for-Pesach medicine. Since 

some prescriptions are, unfortunately, not available with kosher 

certification, here are some guidelines for those who must take medicine 

on Pesach. 

7. Medicines that are not taken orally and should not be swallowed, such as 

ear and eye drops or medicinal skin creams, are not chometz and may be 

kept in one’s home and used on Pesach. The issue of owning and eating 

chometz arises only with regard to medicines that are taken orally. If they 

contain chometz ingredients, are they forbidden to own or ingest? While 

there are pamphlets that list all such medications seeking out the ones that 

have no chometz ingredients and declaring them kosher for Pesach, this 

author believes that this is not necessary.1 It is permissible (and advisable) 

to follow the guidelines herein regarding kosher for Pesach medications. 

8. Only chometz that is food is prohibited on Pesach. A bitter liquid, capsule 

or tablet is kosher for Pesach even if the ingredients contain chometz. 

These medications or vitamins are not edible; even animals would reject 

 

1 For those interested in the kosher for Pesach list of medications appropriate for Israel, 
you can access it online at http://www.kikar.co.il/medindex.php or 
http://www.clalit.co.il/he/medical/pharmacy/Pages/kosher_medicines.aspx . 

The Ministry of Health advertises the contact information of each of the four health clinics 
in Israel and how to access the kosher for Pesach lists here 
http://www.health.gov.il/Subjects/PharmAndCosmetics/Pages/passover.aspx . Verify 
that the list is appropriate for this year. 

For medications (and other products) from the UK check this site: 
http://passover.isitkosher.uk/ or here: 
http://passover.isitkosher.uk/#Prescription%20Only%20Medicines&c . 
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them as food.2 The fact that we humans will ingest them for medicinal 

purposes does not elevate them to the status of food.3 The problem on 

Pesach generally arises with flavored medications. Tablets coated with a 

sweet flavor made of chometz or liquids with grain alcohol and a 

sweetener are problematic since the medication is now edible and 

considered food. 

9. A person who suffers from an illness that may become life-threatening 

may eat chometz on Pesach and may take any medication needed to avoid 

a life-threatening situation,4 provided that: 

9.1. No kosher alternative with the same degree of efficacy is available; 

9.2. The illness requires immediate attention and the treatment cannot be 

postponed; 

9.3. The medication has been tested and is recognized as therapeutic (i.e., 

it is not experimental).5 

10. If one is aware of the medical condition before Pesach, one should speak 

to a rav as soon as possible. There are some ways of minimizing or even 

avoiding the concern of eating or benefiting from chometz. The reason 

for discussing this earlier rather than later is so that you can get the proper 

 

2 It is for this reason that perfumes and colognes may be used on Pesach even if they have 
grain-based ingredients or alcohol. Nowadays, no one consumes these items nor were they 
ever edible. Even if the alcohol was edible, in this mixture no human or animal would 
consume it. 

 ןויכ ץמח םושמ םהב ןיא םדא תליכאל יואר וניאש רבדב ברועמ םאד ח''קס ז''טק ןמיס א''וזח 3

 םינורחאמ עמשמד יאמל ףאו ,האופרל ןעלובל רתומו ,וב עמחל יואר וניא םגו חמקה דירפהל א''אד
 ,רתומ םירבד ראש תבורעת י''ע מ''מ ,בלכ תליכאמ לספנש ץמח ףא לוכאל רוסא הליחתכלד ל''ז
 תחקל ריתמד ב''צ ןמיס ב''ח ח''וא מ''גאב כ''כו .ד''כע םימסה לע ותעדד היבשחא ןאכ ךייש אלד
 ףאד האופרל חקולש רבדב ךייש אל היבשחאו ,חספה םדוק לכוא םשמ לטבנשכ ץמח לש תופורת
 .ד''כע האופרל םילטונ םיסואמו םירמ םירבד

 .ב''צ ןמיס ב''ח ח''וא מ''גא 4

 .'ו ןמיס תושדחה ח''בה תבושת םשב ו''סת ןמיס שיר ת''עש ןייע 5
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approval from your physician and pharmacist. The alternative 

preparations must be made before Pesach. 

11. If someone is ill but his life is not in danger, he may not eat chometz on 

Pesach. However, he may take chometz medicine under certain 

circumstances. For example, swallowing a pill without water is considered 

an abnormal way of eating, and it is permissible to do so as long as the 

person is indeed sick and needs it to recover.6 There are also some ways 

to prepare medicines before Pesach to make them kosher for Pesach (see 

sections 117-119). 

12. Cough syrups and other liquid medicines may contain grain alcohol and 

may not be used on Pesach. When one must take medicine during Pesach, 

one’s doctor should be asked to prescribe either medicine without alcohol 

or capsules. 

Wheat Free Matzos 

13. If you are interested in gluten-free oat matzo or organic spelt matzo, you 

can try calling the Celiac Group in Israel 054-859-4794 or a private 

supplier at 02-994-3355. Both hand and machine matzos are available with 

a reliable hechsher. (Ask for the hechsher of the Eida HaCharedis or Rav 

Mordechai Gross of Bnei Brak.) You can also order online and have 

delivery in Eretz Yisroel http://www.matzaman.co.il/ . 

13.1. In Brooklyn gluten free hand oat matzo may be available at 347-

351-3236 or 718-781-8279. In the UK gluten free oat matzo (both 

 

 ק''ס ה''נק ןמיס ד''וי ך''ש( הנכס וב ןיאש האופר ךרוצל ןתאנה ךרדכ אלש םירתומ האנה ירוסיא 6

 חספב ץמח ןכלו .)א''צ ןמיס ג''ח ח''וא מ''גא( הליכא ךרדכ אלש בשחנ םימ ילב םירודכ תעילב .)ג''י
 הליכא רוסיאבד ך''שב ש''עו .וכרדכ אלש ולכואשכ הנכס וב ןיאש הלוחל ירש האנה רוסיא אוהש
 ר''ומ( הליכא רוסיא אוה ןיטאלעשזדד אמינ יא ףא כ''או .האופר ךרוצל אלש ףא וכרדכ אלש ירש
 ךרוצל אלש ףא ירש םימ ילב ועלוב םא מ''מ ,)אנידמ ןיטאלעשזדב לקימ א''טילש רשיפ המלש ברה
 .האופר
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hand and machine) and organic spelt machine matzo may be available 

by calling Rabbi Singer 447771816304 . 

13.2. If such matzo is unavailable and there is concern of discomfort, 

illness or irreversible damage when consuming matzo at the seder, you 

should consult your rav. He may inquire as to the specifics of your 

reaction and recommend that you refrain from eating matzo, prescribe 

a small shiur that you can cope with or other remedy. 

Homeopathy 

14. Homeopathic pellets that are placed under the tongue should not be 

owned or used on Pesach unless they have a Pesach hechsher. They generally 

have a lactose (chometzdik) coating. While there is a company that produces 

pellets that are vegan friendly without lactose and uses sucrose instead 

(www.ollois.com), nevertheless, it should not be taken during Pesach as 

the process of producing them uses a grain-based alcohol. However, 

homeopathic ointments, gels and creams or water based homeopathic 

remedies that do not have any alcohol or small traces of alcohol (less than 

one part to sixty) that were prepared for commercial use before Pesach, 

may be used on Pesach. 

Disclaimer: This Pesach information does not indicate any familiarity with 

the efficacy of homeopathic treatment or whether it has met the standard of 

halochoh to be recognized as a tested and approved medication. The 

information provided is only to address the Pesach concerns of those who 

choose to rely on this form of therapy. 

Kitniyos Medicine 

15. A person who is sick, even if it is a non-life-threatening illness, may ingest 

kitniyos if a health professional determines that it is beneficial for the 
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patient to have kitniyos.7 Medications that have kitniyos are not a halachic 

concern on Pesach provided the usage of the medicine is for a person who 

is ill. 

There is a Hebrew section in this guide focused on the Laws of Pesach as they relate to ill 

people. Check sections 106-122 for more information. See also FAQ 146 in English.  

 

7 For example, anyone who has been positively diagnosed with Celiac Disease, may 
consume kitniyos on Pesach if a physician determines that avoiding kitniyos may be 
deleterious to the patient. Sometimes it is necessary to have a variety of foods to keep a 
proper balance of nutrients. Although the patient is chronically ill and is classified as being 
in a state of choleh she’ein bo sakonoh (non-life-threatening illness), and the poskim maintain 
that there is no custom established to refrain from kitniyos for a choleh, still, it is forbidden 
to freely give kitniyos. The leniency for an ill person to eat kitniyos is appropriate only when 
it is likely that the kitniyos will be beneficial to the patient or the absence of kitniyos may be 
harmful to the patient (M.B. 453:7). This should be verified by a reputable physician. When 
the patient with Celiac Disease is a child, the child may consume kitniyos as changing the 
diet of a child can easily disrupt their health. One may be lenient with feeding kitniyos to 
children under the age of five or six (depending on their constitution and strength) if it has 
been determined that the refraining from kitniyos may adversely affect them. 

A new mother who is concerned about the colic, gas or stomach pains for her newborn 
should she drink cow’s milk, may consume rice or soy milk if she knows that it would help 
her infant. If she could use almond milk just as well, she shouldn’t use soy or rice milk. 

A patient who has Crohn’s Disease, and the doctor prescribed milk that has kitniyos in it, 
may drink it if it will help him or her. The custom of kitniyos is waived in the face of an 
ailment. 

Another application of this principle is when one has been diagnosed with a having a tumor 
and is undergoing therapy and wishes to supplement their diet with natural remedies from 
a natural healer that include rice or bean sprouts. The patient may consume them on 
Pesach if there is concern that refraining from such foods might be deleterious or the 
added kitniyos may have a therapeutic benefit (see section 44 and FAQ 146 for more 
information about kitniyos usage for the ill). 
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Milk 

16. Milk processed during Pesach requires special supervision. Due to the 

modern pasteurizing processes used in the milk industry, many nutrients 

are inadvertently removed. In some countries, governmental regulations 

dictate that Vitamin D, and in some cases, Vitamin A be added to milk 

before its sale. Vitamin A and D are often derived from chometz or 

kitniyos, however, only a very small amount is added to the milk. Since 

mixtures of even small amounts of chometz are not batel beshishim when 

added during Pesach, we must be cautious concerning milk which contains 

these additives.8 This however, is not a concern when buying kosher milk 

for Pesach in Eretz Yisroel, since there are mashgichim at the major factories 

who supervise all aspects of the kashrus on the milk and its products. Only 

when traveling abroad for Pesach is it necessary to be concerned about 

this issue. The entire concern can be avoided by buying all the milk you 

need before Pesach. By doing so, the vitamins in the milk are batel. (Bitul 

works when the mixture had taken place before Pesach).9 If you are out of 

 

8 Vitamin D is available for purchase separately and is often prepared in an olive oil base. 
It is possible that the vitamin D is derived from kitniyos or chometz and should therefore 
be discarded or sold before Pesach. If it is in a pill form and is not flavored, you may keep 
it and ingest vitamin D pills on Pesach. 

 וברע םאד ו''קס ב''מת ןמיס ז''רגה כ''כו ד''י ק''ס ז''מת ןמיס ב''מה כ''שממ הזב ןייעל שיד אלא 9

 לטב וניאו בושח אוה ירה ץמח י''ע לכאמה ןוקית ךרדש ןויכ לטב אל ,ודגנכ םישש שיש פ''עא דיזמב
 ז''מת ןמיס ןויצה רעשב ריעהו .האנהב רוסא חספה וילע רבעו ורעיב אל םאד דוע ףיסוהו .םיששב
 בתכש ללכהמ אצוי אוהו האנהב רסאנ מ''מו ת''המ י''בב רבעק אלד ןויכ לודג שודיח הזד א''י ק''ס
 הנידמה יקוח פ''ע דיזמב םינימאטיווה םיברעמד ןויכד אמינ ילוא כ''או .ב''מת ןמיס שירב ב''מה
 ידכ ץמחה ךירצש רבדב אקודד ז''רגו ב''מה תנווכד הארנ םנמא .םיששב לטבתי אלו ךכב וכרדכ יוה
 וב ןימישמש )םיגד ןמוש( סיָרְוּמ ןוגכ תושעל םיצורש לכאמה תושעל לכוי אל ץמחה ילבו ותושעל
 פ''ע םינימאטיווה ןימישמ קרד ד''דנב כ''אשמ .סירומ הז ןיא םחל וב םימִשָׂ ןיא םאו .יולק םחל
 הארנ כ''עו ,בלח היהי ןיידע םינימאטיווה ומישי אל וליא םג לבא קוויש ךרוצל וא הלשממה יקח
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Eretz Yisroel and wish to purchase milk on Pesach, you can get Cholov 

Yisroel milk and see if it also has a Kosher for Pesach symbol. See section 

of Items to be Cautious About regarding Dairy products. 

17. Rice and soymilk sometimes contain chometz and need a special hechsher 

when using on Pesach. 

  

 

 ינפל בלחה תונקל רשפאד הלעמל יתמתס ןכלו ,לטב בלח לש םיששב חספ םדוק ץמחה ברעתנ םאד
 .חספב ותותשל רתומ היהי זאו חספ
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18.  
Items that may be used WITHOUT a hechsher for Pesach10 

(In Alphabetical Order) 

Abdominal Discomfort - Gelusil tablets, Metamucil (original texture 

regular flavor - powder only, not wafers) Phillips Milk of Magnesia 

(unflavored), Di-Gel (kitniyos), Pepto Bismol, Rolaids, Mylanta tablets or 

liquid, Bicarbonate of Soda, Zantac (not liquid) 

Air Freshener- any 

Alcohol - any Isopropyl 

Aluminum Foil - any 

Aluminum Disposable Containers - any 

Ammonia - any 

Aspirin – any unflavored pill or capsule. 

Baby Oil - any pure 

Baby Ointment - any 

Baby Powder - Johnson’s or any pure Talcum Powder 

Baby Wipes - any 

Baking Soda - (not baking powder) any pure bicarbonate (without 

additives). Sodium Bicarbonate B.P. has no additives. 

Band Aids - any 

 

10 Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (14 4:3  הרעה  found it ridiculous that ( ןסינ המלש תוכילה

hechsherim are given to items that do not need them. He considered it a self-generated 

mockery of the kashrus organization conferring the irrelevant hechsher. In my opinion, it also 

adds confusion for the consumers. Educated and reasonable people might begin to 

question whether they are ignorant or uninformed and perhaps there is a basis for concern 

on innocuous items. They may lose their common sense and judgement and question other 

items that really do not need hechsherim. If it were practical, it would seem advisable to 

return to the time when only items that truly require hechsherim, receive them. Leave 

hechsherim off of items that do not need any supervision before usage. 
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Bird Food - see above "Pet Food" section 

Bleach - any 

Blush (make up) - any 

Charcoal Briquettes - for a barbeque, any kind 

Cleansers - any 

Cocoa - any pure cocoa 

Coffee – coffee beans whole or ground do not need a hechsher if they are 

unprocessed. All caffeinated unflavored ground, or caffeinated unflavored 

freeze-dried instant coffee does not need supervision for Pesach. 

Decaffeinated and instant coffees that are spray dried need a hechsher for 

Pesach. The process of decaffeination and preparation as instant coffee (when 

spray dried) can introduce ingredients that are kitniyos or chometz 

(maltodextrin and ethyl acetate). Therefore, all decaffeinated or spray dried 

instant coffees should not be eaten or owned on Pesach unless it has a hechsher 

or the process is known that it is acceptable. Folger’s, Nescafe or Taster’s 

Choice regular instant coffee are acceptable without a hechsher.11 In South 

 

11 Maxwell House, Yuban, Brim, Sanka and Maxim brands are not acceptable due to 
additives. 

Coffee and tea leaves are obviously not chometz, but they are also not kitniyos. This has 
been established by the poskim of earlier generations. (At an earlier period, they were 
unknown commodities and some poskim treated them as kitniyos so that it would not lead 
to people permitting real kitniyos). 

 א''קס ז''מב םש ג''מפב ע''עו .'ה ןמיס ב''ח י''ובשמ איבהש ,א''קס ג''נת ןמיס הבושת ירעש ןייע
 םויהו ,המדא חופת ורסאש שיד םש ריכזהש ןיינעמו .רתומ אוה אלא ,הפק רסאד בקעי קחכ אלד
 .ןגדימד תוינטקל ותומדל םוקמ שיש ףא ןירסוא ונעמש אל

There are two preliminary processes that are done to coffee beans that don’t pose any 
problem: roasting and brewing. Coffee beans are naturally green but are roasted first and 
then turn brown. Brewing the roasted beans releases the flavor in the water. These do not 
pose a kashrus or Pesach problem. (See my writings on bishul nochrim found in Keeping 
Kosher in a Non-Kosher Environment that explains why there is no issue of bishul nochri). 
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The equipment used for roasting and brewing is exclusively used for coffee and there is no 
concern of cross contamination from non-kosher or chometz products. 

However, there are three subsequent processes normally done to coffee beans that can 
make them unusable on Pesach: Drying, flavoring and decaffeination. 

1. Drying: After roasting and brewing the brew is a liquid that has water and coffee 
flavor extracted from the bean. The drying process removes the water and leaves just 
the granules or powder that the consumer uses as instant coffee. The consumer will 
add hot water and reconstitute the brew. There are two different ways of drying: Spray 
drying and freeze drying. Spray drying can pose a problem for instant coffee on Pesach 
whereas freeze drying is always kosher and kosher for Pesach without a hechsher. 

1.1. Freeze drying: Freeze-drying is an expensive and time-consuming (24-
hour) process which slowly removes moisture from frozen coffee under vacuum 
using “sublimation” which allows the liquid to go from being frozen to vapor 
without ever being in a liquid form. Freeze-dried coffee has more of the original 
flavor and hydrates more quickly than spray-dried coffee. 

[The freeze-drying process involves 4 steps: 

a. Pre-chilling coffee extract to a slushy consistency at about 20°F (-6°C). 

b. The pre-chilled slush is placed on a steel belt trays or drums and further 
cooled in a series of steps, until it reaches a temperature of -40-(-50) °F (-
40- [-45] °C). 

c. The slabs of ice are broken into pieces and ground into particles of the 
proper size for the drying step (the particles are sieved to ensure proper 
sizing, and those that are too small are melted and returned to the primary 
freezing stage). 

d. The frozen particles are sent into a drying chamber where, under proper 
conditions of heat and vacuum, the ice vaporizes and is removed (this 
process is called sublimation – a solid transitioning directly from the solid 
to gas phase without the usual intermediate liquid stage).] 

1.2. Spray drying:  Spray-drying is a straightforward process used in many 
industries and is inexpensive and relatively simple. Tiny particles of liquid coffee 
are sprayed into a chamber which is so hot that all of the water instantly boils out 
of the coffee. An important difference between the two processes is that 
maltodextrin is used to prepare spray-dried coffee but is not used in freeze-dried 
coffee. Maltodextrin can be made from chometz, kitniyos or neither. Hence spray 
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dried instant coffee needs a hechsher whereas freeze dried instant coffee never 
needs a hechsher it is always kosher and kosher for Pesach. 

1.3. Determining what is freeze dried or spray dried: You can tell by looking at 
the instant coffee whether it was freeze dried or spray dried. Freeze-dried coffee 
comes out of the drier in (small) chunks while spray-dried coffee is a powder. See 
pictures below. 

 

Freeze dried    Spray dried 

1.4. Many companies use a second process called agglomeration on the spray-dried 
coffee. This clumps the particles together so that they hydrate faster and look 
more like the expensive freeze-dried chunks. You can still distinguish spray dried 
from freeze dried by squeezing the agglomerated clump between your fingers. 
Agglomerated coffee clumps will immediately return to their powdered form. 
Anyone who experiments with a few samples of coffee can easily learn to identify 
freeze-dried instant coffee and spray-dried instant coffee. 

2. Flavoring: A fair amount of flavor is lost when coffee beans are decaffeinated, roasted, 
brewed, and dried. For decades, coffee companies have made special efforts to capture 
the escaping flavor and reintroduce it to the finished product, and in that sense, just 
about all coffee is “flavored”. However, reintroduction of the flavor that escaped does 
not to pose a Pesach concern. The company is only using the original products and is 
not introducing any foreign ingredient. 

2.1. In recent years, the concept of flavored coffee with a new flavoring has become 
more popular. One can purchase coffee flavored to taste like cinnamon, almonds, 
pumpkin, hazelnut or other exotic taste. The flavor is typically added just before 
packaging and may be found in all varieties of coffee including regular, 
decaffeinated, freshly ground, and instant. A general rule in kashrus is that any item 
which is flavored requires kosher certification whether the flavor is labeled as 
natural or artificial. Flavored coffee is no exception to the rule. It is common for 
flavors to be made of multiple ingredients and many of those ingredients have 
sub-formulas that are made of various ingredients and may contain chometz. 

 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 23 

 

3. Decaffeination: Companies have developed a few methods to remove caffeine 
from the beans before they are roasted. This caters to the many people who insist that 
thy like the flavor and are not interested in the kick coffee gives. The common 
denominator between the different methods is that the beans come in contact with a 
hot liquid which draws the caffeine out of the bean. The liquid used for decaffeination 
may be water, a chemical solvent (e.g., ethyl acetate, methylene chloride, carbon 
dioxide), or a combination of the two. Water can extract caffeine from the beans. The 
solvent can be used to extract the caffeine from the water. Should the chemical solvent 
have direct contact with the beans (and not the water), the beans are often soaked in 
hot water or steam to soften them before the solvent is applied. 

3.1. Ethyl acetate may be derived from chometz and the water used in the process is 
sometimes purified hot on a carbon bed, which is in turn purified with hot ethyl 
alcohol, which may be derived from chometz. Due to these concerns, 
decaffeinated coffee is only recommended on Pesach if it bears a reliable hechsher 
certification, which guarantees that the decaffeination process has no traces of 
chometz or kitniyos. The ethyl acetate or ethyl alcohol in the decaffeination process 
may retain some flavor of the chometz. 

3.2. The decaffeination process described would seem to render the coffee as safek 
chometz as it is unknown if the ethyl acetate or ethyl alcohol was made from 
chometz. However, even if it was from chometz, it likely would not render the 
coffee chometz. Ethyl acetate is unusual in that it is toxic at the levels used for 
decaffeination but when it is used in tiny amounts (parts per million) it is safe and 
is a relatively common flavor component. Due to the danger (and taste) of ethyl 
acetate, the coffee companies make sure to remove all traces of it from the beans. 
As such, when the ethyl acetate is at high proportions it is inedible/poison and 
kosher. The only concern is that the company may have merely removed enough 
ethyl acetate to avoid danger but left enough to add edible and positive flavor to 
the coffee beans. This is hardly likely. The companies have a strong incentive to 
remove all ethyl acetate and they claim to do just that leaving no trace of ethyl 
acetate in the bean and if they did, it would probably be so minute as to become 
batel beshishim. There are multiple doubts whether the item is chometz, 
nevertheless, since there is a chance, a hechsher is the prudent thing to require. 

3.3. Ethyl alcohol is not dangerous and therefore the companies do not have as strong 
an incentive to remove all traces of it from the beans (or water). Still, in practice 
the companies are careful to remove all traces from the finished product (which 
is a relatively simple process). As such, the reasons noted above regarding ethyl 
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Africa, Jacob’s coffee, original and decaf are acceptable for Pesach without a 

hechsher provided it was produced in Germany. 

Coffee Filter - any 

Cold Medication – see medications 

 

acetate would appear to apply to ethyl alcohol as well. In summary, even 
decaffeinated coffee is unlikely to have any residual flavor of chometz. More 
research can be done on this matter to determine whether there is any reason to 
still avoid decaffeinated coffee. At this stage, I cannot be sure it will always be 
kosher for Pesach and have still suggested finding kosher for Pesach decaffeinated 
coffee. 

4. In summary, there are three factors that need to be considered before determining 
whether coffee needs a hechsher. The diagram below illustrates this: 

 
 

(It is noteworthy that some ground coffees now include a small amount of roasted coffee 

together with the normal granules. This can pose a halachic concern for Shabbos as 

depending on the process and how you prepare your coffee, you may be cooking after 

baking which is forbidden on Shabbos.) 
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Contact Lens Fluid - any brand 

Cosmetics – even if they contain alcohol or wheat you may own and use 

cosmetics since they are not edible even to animals. Liquid foundation 

makeup, for example, may include wheat protein. However, once it is in a 

makeup bottle no one would consider using the expensive makeup as a food. 

Even animals would reject it. Therefore, it is not chometz and permissible to 

use. For example, skin moisturizer cream and blush cream-powder can be 

used even if the ingredients include oats or yeast. 

Cream of Tartar – or potassium bitartrate needs no hechsher as long as 

there are no additives. (If it states B.P. on the package that indicates that it is 

pure.) 

Cups - any plastic or Styrofoam 

Dates - ONLY whole dates; cut up dates could contain flour or dextrose 

Dental Floss - any unflavored brand 

Deodorant - any 

Detergent (Clothes) - any 

Diapers (Disposable) - any 

Dish Detergent – any 

Dishwasher Detergent – any 

Dishwashing Liquid - any 

Dog Food - See "Pet Food" article (above) 

Eggs – Fresh eggs may be used. It is highly unlikely that any residual 

grains might be on the eggs after they have been washed. Still, some people 

prefer to rinse their eggs before using them for Pesach. The eggs are usually 

washed in warm water and there is no concern that they have absorbed 

chometz flavor. Thus, it is not necessary to purchase unwashed eggs (see 

Iggros Moshe O.C. 3:61). You may use regular eggs to cook with well in 

advance of Pesach or even use eggs purchased on Pesach to cook with on 

Pesach. 
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Note: In general, it is advisable to purchase white eggs, not brown 

eggs. There is a greater incidence of bloodspots in brown eggs more than 

in white eggs.12 (There is also no known nutritional or qualitative 

difference between brown and white eggs other than a different taste.) 

Eye Shadow / Eye Liner - any brand 

Fabric Softener - any 

Face powder – any 

Fish – Raw fresh fish may be rinsed and used for Pesach without a hechsher 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables—may be waxed with food grade wax that 

contains traces of kitniyos derivatives (soy protein) as a thickener. The amount 

of kitniyos is always less than half of the wax and is batel berov. See section about 

peeled fresh vegetables 

Fruit (Frozen) - any without sugar or other additives 

Furniture Polish - any 

Garbage Bags - any plastic 

Glass Cleaner – any 

 

12 There are many reasons for this. 

1. Eggs are usually candled to check for blood spots before they are marketed. It is 

easier to spot a bloodspot in white eggs than in brown eggs. The shell of the brown 

egg camouflages the bloodspot. 
2. The hens that produce brown eggs are heavier and that causes more bloodspots. 

(Bloodspots are not an indication of fertilization. The bloodspot comes from a 

ruptured blood vessel in the reproductive tract of the hen). 
3. Hens that are produce brown eggs are commonly used for organic egg production. 

Organic hens are fed oats and barley which are cheaper than corn and those grains 

tend to cause bloodspots. 
4. Hens laying organic eggs range outside and are exposed to different temperatures 

which can also cause bloodspots. 
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Hand Sanitizer — any 

Hairspray - any 

Household Cleanser - any 

Hydrogen Peroxide - any 

Ice (from plain, unflavored water) – any 

Juice (frozen) – Abroad, any brand name frozen orange juice 

concentrate, which is unsweetened, and is not enriched. In Eretz Yisroel 

frozen juices require a hechsher for terumos and maasros. 

Lactaid tablets (not drops) –  

Lactaid Milk - Must be purchased before Pesach (may contain small 

amount of actual chometz) 

Lighter Fluid - any 

Lotion - any 

Mascara - any 

Meat - all raw whole meat (not coated, processed, etc.) of reliable year-

round hechsher are also kosher for Pesach. Cured meats need special Pesach 

hechsher due to preservatives and additives. They may contain a hydrolyzed 

protein from chometz or kitniyos. Chopped or minced meat require a Pesach 

hechsher. 

Mineral Oil - any type 

Mouthwash—may contain sorbitol and other ingredients derived from 

chometz. Nevertheless, it is not a food or drink fitting for consumption and 

thus not forbidden on Pesach. One may wish to be machmir and get a 

mouthwash with a hechsher. Even a hechsher that is not very reliable is sufficient 

for this. All flavors of Listerine in the USA and Canada are not chometz based 

alcohol; they are corn based and are acceptable even for a machmir. (Sorbitol 

produced in Europe, however, is often wheat based and is still permissible. In 

Israel, Listerine Cool Mint is authorized by the Rabbanut and Beit Yosef as 

kosher LePesach. However, it was in error and it has not been verified that it 
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is not wheat based. Hence, machmirim should avoid this mouthwash even 

though it has a kosher LePesach hechsher). 

Nail Polish / Remover - any 

Nuts - any raw unprocessed nuts such as almonds and walnuts (even if 

bleached). Nuts should not have BHA, BHT or other additives for Pesach. 

Pecans must have Kosher for Pesach certification. 

Oven Cleaner – any 

Paper Cups - any 

Paper Napkin -any 

Paper Plates – any and all paper products with the exception of baking 

paper 

Paper Towel - any brand. The only starches used for this product are 

potato starches and not wheat or corn. This paper is prepared to absorb 

moisture. 

Plastic Bag & Wrap, Plate, Cup, etc. - any brand 

Pumpkin Seeds – are not considered kitniyos and are acceptable if raw 

and without any additives. 

Quinoa – whole seeds should be bought before Pesach and checked for 

other grains.13 Quinoa flour should only be bought with a reliable hechsher 

 

13 If you run out of quinoa on Pesach, it is not recommended to buy more on Pesach unless 
it has been pre-checked for other grains. If there is a hashgochoh attesting that there are no 
grains in it, one may buy it on Pesach and use without further examination. 

If you do not have kosher for Pesach quinoa, and were unable to precheck before the chag, 
in extenuating circumstances it may be purchased on Pesach. For example, if your diet is 
limited and the family needs quinoa to enjoy the chag and have proper meals, you can 
purchase quinoa that does not seem to be mixed with other grains. Check it very well and 
all foreign matter should be flushed down the toilet immediately. Don’t allow an 
accumulation of grains to be gathered in one place when checking the quinoa on Pesach. 
Should you find a grain, separate it and dispose each single grain as it is found. The quinoa 
may even be checked on the first and last days of Yom Tov under certain conditions. For 
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for Pesach since it may have been ground on machines that process grains 

and not cleaned properly before grinding the quinoa. Sugat/Osem brand 

of Quinoa does not need to be checked for other grains. Besides the 

companies mentioned, it is advisable to make a visual check of the quinoa 

even if it is marked kosher for Pesach. Pour the quinoa on a plate and 

look through it for other grains such as barley. Quinoa from Ancient 

Harvest Company is acceptable after a visual check for other grains. 

Rice - for those Sepharadim who use rice on Pesach, it is acceptable only 

without additives (this includes vitamins) and should be checked for other 

grains. The added vitamins sometimes have chometz. 

Rubber Gloves - any uncoated 

Salt (Coarse - Kosher or Sea Salt) - any 

Sandwich Bag - any paper or plastic14 

Scouring Pad – any 

Seltzer – any unflavored.15 

 

example, borer on Yom Tov is permitted when it is going to be used that day (before 
sunset), is separated by hand and not with an instrument and is separated in the easiest 
possible way. 
14 It is recommended to start a new box of sandwich, freezer, garbage and food bags and 
put the opened box away to be used after Pesach. However, if you inspect the box and see 
that no chometz is in the box or on the bags, you may use the opened box for Pesach. You 
are not required to buy a new box. 

15 It is permissible to make your own seltzer using SodaStream. I recommend that you 
follow these guidelines: 

1. Be sure that you always used the SodaStream machine by adding the carbon 
dioxide to unflavored water. In other words, if you added flavorings, it was 
always done after the bottle was removed from the machine. 

2. Use new bottles for Pesach. Do not use the containers that you used for 
flavored drinks or that were used and washed around chometz. 
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3. The machine and nozzle should be cleaned well before Pesach with a cloth 
absorbed with a cleaning agent that would be pogem (make unfit for 
consumption) any residual food particles. 

4. On Pesach use new containers to make plain seltzer. Any flavorings added 
must be kosher LePesach. 

 
Are all Sparkling Waters Permissible? I saw a list that only allows certain Seltzers! 

Seltzer, soda water, carbonated water, sparkling water are all permissible on Pesach. There 
are, however, kashrus organizations that do not allow carbon dioxide produced from 
chometz or kitniyos. The OU verifies the source of carbon dioxide via a letter from the 
supplier. Eida Hachareidis and others also won’t give a hechsher unless their research shows 
that the carbon dioxide wasn’t produced from chometz or kitniyos. Therefore, having a 
hechsher on this item is reasonable. However, I have included all sparkling water as kosher 
without a hechsher at all. 
This warrants further explanation. 
Carbon dioxide can be a byproduct of the fermentation of sugar into alcohol. This is what 
happens whenever wine, beer, whiskey bread or ethanol. This is how beer and champagne 
are carbonated. There are other ways of producing CO2 (e.g., organic matter, mines, 
petrochemicals, synthetic sources and synthesis in laboratories). 
The Rivash (255) addressed the halachic status of the distillation of whiskey from stam 
yeinom and rules that it is forbidden. In that process, non-kosher wine was heated. Since 
alcohol boils at around 78-80º (Celsius) and water boils at around 100º, when the wine is 
boiled between 80-100ºjust the alcohol evaporates but the water does not. By taking the 
alcohol vapors and cooling them it condenses into a liquid which has a higher 
concentration of alcohol than the original liquid did. This is the basic principle of 
distillation and how whiskey is made. The Rivash rules that if the original liquid was 
forbidden (stam yeinom) the whiskey is also forbidden as it is a direct derivative of the 
forbidden drink. He supports his assertion from Mishnaic sources. This notion is also the 
source of the halochoh in Y.D. 108:4-5 that rules that bread placed on a barrel of stam 
yeinom is forbidden as it imbibes the vapors and flavor of the wine despite no direct contact 
between them. 
Many poskim read the Rivash and apply the principles to carbon dioxide produced from 
chometz. In their application, since it is derived from chometz, the carbon dioxide is 
chometzdik and forbidden on Pesach. 
I would agree that were carbon dioxide produced in the same fashion it was in the time of 
the Rivash (1326-1408), that would be true. However, the process has drastically changed 
since then and hence the halochoh he established is no longer relevant. 
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The Rivash makes reference to some key words that are significant. 
 "תצק וב ראשנ וחירו ןייה םעט"

“The flavor and odor of the wine is found in the distilled byproduct.” 
Poskim who apply the Rivash to carbon dioxide also make mention of the flavor being 
retained in the carbon dioxide. 
For example, the Arugas Habosem O.C. 120-121 (Rav Moshe Greenwald of Chust, 
Hungary, the rebbi of my great grandfather, Rav Boruch Greenfeld, printed in 1912) ruled 
that carbon dioxide produced from grain alcohol is forbidden as he was informed that it 
carries the taste and odor of the original grain. In the second teshuvoh he notes that he was 
misinformed. He also makes reference to a decision of the Chasam Sofer that allowed 
carbon dioxide if it was made in a certain way. (I cannot be sure what the Chasam Sofer 
had permitted and cannot rely on that ruling.) It seems that an important consideration to 
consider the byproduct that was turned into a gas and subsequently cooled to be a liquid 
is only when it retains the flavor or odor of the original item distilled. If it is not 
recognizable in that way, it is too far removed and not halachically associated with its 
origin. It was changed into a gas and lost its connection to its origin unless it retains the 
odor and/or flavor. 
In the past 100 years there have been great strides in distillation. 100 years ago, it was 
possible to liquefy the vapors of carbon dioxide, but manufacturers and scientists were 
unable to purify those vapors. The resulting carbon dioxide would have carried the taste 
of the whiskey or beer it was made from. Hence, the carbon dioxide would have been 
forbidden on Pesach, as the poskim had ruled then. 
In the past 60 years five methods have been developed to purify the carbon dioxide. Four 
when it is in a gaseous state and one after it is liquified. It has become so pure that no taste 
of the original liquid is detectable at all. 
The five methods are referred to as gas washing or scrubbing, using gas compression and 
cooling, gas deodorizing cleaning it of non-water-soluble impurities, gas dehydration and 
gas condensing and liquefying removing the non-condensable gases such as oxygen and 
nitrogen achieving 99.7% pure CO2. 
Accordingly, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (see Halichos Shlomo in source cited above) 
when asked about carbon dioxide produced from chometz, ruled unequivocally that 
according to the processes done today, it is permissible. My rebbi, Rav Moshe Heinemann, 
the posek of Star K of Baltimore MD also allows all carbon dioxide produced from 
chometz. That is the reason I include seltzer as an item that does not require a hechsher 
while others will only allow certain brands which they have determined did not come from 
chometz or kitniyos. It is unclear to me whether the kashrus organizations believe it is 
chometz or are stringent as a matter of chumro of Pesach. This will impact situations when 
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Shampoo - any 

Shelf Paper - any uncoated. All paper products may have starches that 

are either corn based, potato or wheat based. Recycled paper may also be 

used, but the recycling process removes any previous starches and starts all 

over again with fiber. Chemicals are added to the paper making the original 

starches added inedible. One may use any paper goods on Pesach without a 

hechsher except for baking paper. 

Shoe Polish - any 

Silver Polish - any 

Soap (Hand) – any 

Sponge – any 

Spices – Whole spices such as bay leaves, cinnamon sticks, whole cloves, 

rosemary, ginger and peppercorns need no hechsher. See other section 

regarding ground spices. 

Straws - any plastic 

Styrofoam Products - any 

Suntan Lotion any 

Tissue (Bathroom & Facial) - any 

Toothbrush - any 

Vegetable (Fresh) - Alfalfa sprouts in the U.S.A. Sprouts in Israel often 

contain seeds of kitniyos and grains of sofek chometz and should be avoided. 

There are some hechsherim in Israel that are careful to harvest the sprouts after 

the sixth day of growth and have been checked for kitniyos. These are clearly 

marked with a hechsher for Pesach. Artichoke, asparagus, avocado, beets, bell 

pepper, broccoli, brussel sprouts, cabbage (red or green), carrot, cauliflower, 

 

it is impossible to find alternatives. I have not received definitive answers from the 
authorities who restrict seltzers produced with carbon dioxide from distilled liquids made 
from grain. 
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celeriac (celery root), celery, chicory, chives, collard, cucumber, dandelion 

greens, dill, eggplant, endive, escarole, garlic,16 green onion, horseradish (raw), 

kohlrabi, leek, lettuce (all types), mint leaves, mushroom, okra, onion, potato, 

parsley, parsley root, peppercorn, pumpkin, radishes (all types), rhubarb, 

rutabaga, scallions, spinach, tomatillo, tomatoes, turnip, watercress, whole 

pepper, yams, and zucchini are all acceptable. The years immediately 

following shemittoh, one should also watch out for issues of sefichim and related 

shemittoh concerns (for those living in Eretz Yisroel and out of Eretz Yisroel!). 

Water (Unflavored) - any 

Water Filters – any 

Wax Paper - any 

  

 

 םימושו ןונצ לוכאל אלש םיגהונ שיש המד טושפ ל''נ ז''פלו ל''זו ז''ס ז''כק ללכ םדא ייח ןייע 16

 .ל''כע חירו םעט םוש הזל ןיאש
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19.  
Items that require a Pesach hechsher before consuming17 

 

Airline Meals - Airlines often mistakenly serve meals on Pesach which 

are not kosher for Pesach. Always be careful to check your meal before 

accepting it. It must say Kosher for Pesach. 

Baby Food – check for Pesach hechsher 

Baby Formula – Check for one with a hechsher for Pesach. It is 

permissible to use one with kitniyos (e.g., Similac®) if necessary. Some of these 

products are imported to Eretz Yisroel. Materna, which is easily available in 

Eretz Yisroel, now has a product which is kosher for Ashkenazim on Pesach 

(without kitniyos). Not all babies take to this well. If you experimented before 

Pesach and found that your infant does not eat well with the non-kitniyos 

product, you can use the Materna for Pesach that has kitniyos.18 

 

17 The Rabbanut in Israel has a policy not to use stickers that read kosher for Pesach with 
the year. They will generally have the hechsher printed on the original food package. Stickers 
can be easily removed and changed from item to item which makes them unreliable. In 
special circumstances, they may print a sticker that has the details of the item and the year 
all on the sticker. 
18 The following products may be used for Pesach when bearing a kosher certification even 
if there is no mention of Kosher for Pesach. They may contain kitniyos, which is acceptable 
for infants, but they do not have chometz in them: 

Alsoy, America’s choice, Baby Basics, Bear Essentials, Belacta, Berkley & Jensen, Bright 
Beginnings, CVS, Daily Source, Discount Drug, Earth’s Best Organic Baby Formula, 
EnfaCare, Enfagrow, Enfalac, Enfalyte, Enfamil, Enfapro, Follow-Up, Food Lion, Full 
Circle, Gerber Good Start Soy Formula, Giant, H-E-B, Hannaford, Heinz Nurture, Home 
360 Baby, Kuddles, Lactofree, Laura Lynn, Life Brand, Little Ones, Ameijer, Member’s 
Mark, Mother’s Choice, My Organic Baby, Nature’s Place, Nestle Good Start, Next Step, 
Nutra Enfant, O Organic Baby, Parent’s Choice, Pathmark, PBM Solutions, Premier 
Value, President’s Choice, Price Chopper, ProSobee, Publix, Rite Aid, Safeway Select, 
Shopko, Similac, Supervalu, Sunrise, Supreme, Target, Top Care, Topco, Toys ‘R Us, Up 
& Up, Vermont Organics, Walgreens, Wegmen’s, Western Family 
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Bakery Goods – check for Pesach hechsher 

Baking Paper – check for Pesach hechsher. While most paper goods may 

be used without a hechsher, it has been reported (unverified) that some 

companies add starch that is chometz on the paper. In South Africa, baking 

paper that is manufactured by Sylko, Glad, PnP and Twinsaver may be used 

without a hechsher. 

Baking Powder – check for Pesach hechsher 

Borscht – check for Pesach hechsher 

Cake Mix – check for Pesach hechsher 

Candy – check for Pesach hechsher 

Canned vegetables with or without syrup—may be iodized with flour, 

dextrose (dietetic may contain grape juice) or contain corn syrup. Frozen 

vegetables are often produced on the same equipment as pasta. Therefore, all 

canned vegetables need a kosher lepesach hechsher. 

Carrots – fresh peeled carrots (whole, cut or shredded) need a hechsher for 

Pesach. 

Cereal –  

Cheese -  

Chocolate Chips -  

Cocoa – that has other ingredients (e.g., sugar) in the cocoa, requires a 

hechsher. 

Coconut Oil – requires a hechsher even if it is extra virgin, cold-pressed 

coconut oil. The industry doesn’t have such strict standards and the process 

is not always uniform. Furthermore, there may be equipment issues and cross 

contamination from non-kosher or chometz products. 

Coffee – requires hechsher unless ground and unflavored 

Cold Cuts - Cured meats need special Pesach hechsher due to preservatives 

and additives. They may contain a hydrolyzed protein from chometz or 

kitniyos. 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 36 

Confectioner’s sugar – (also known as powdered sugar) needs a reliable 

hechsher for Pesach. Confectioner’s sugar is granulated sugar which has been 

ground to a smooth powder. A free-flow agent is added to ensure that the 

sugar does not clump (the added agent is usually around 3% of the sugar). 

Most often this agent is cornstarch, which is kitniyos. Since the minhag of 

Ashkenazim is to refrain from eating kitniyos on Pesach, confectioner’s sugar 

should have a hechsher.19 Sometimes, the free-flow agent used is wheat starch 

which obviously cannot be used or even owned on Pesach. Kosher for Pesach 

confectioner’s sugar is made without kitniyos or chometz. Whenever an 

exceptional circumstance arises with regard to powdered sugar, a competent 

rav should be consulted. 

Technically, pure sugar should always be kosher for Pesach. While no 

ingredients in standard, granulated sugar are chometz, a problem could arise 

in a company that uses wheat starch in its confectioner’s sugar, as noted 

above. The company might then reintroduce the confectioner’s sugar into the 

regular sugar. Sometimes a product does not meet a company’s standards and 

is reintroduced back into the production line to be reprocessed. Should this 

happen, wheat starch could then find its way back into the regular sugar. 

Although the amount of wheat starch in the sugar may seem insignificant, one 

should not use such sugar on Pesach. In areas in which the sugar may come 

 

 ה''כו ,ג''יק ןמיס ד''הת ןייע( א''שו ט''קס ג''נת ןמיס ב''מה כ''שמכ בורב םילטב תוינטקד ג''עאו 19

 םנמא .)א''י ןמיס קחצי ראבו ז''רג ,םדא ייח ,ר''א ,בקעי קחה כ''כו ,א''ס ג''נת א''מרה תועמשמ
 ןמיס א''מרהמ עמשמדכ ,ולכואל אלש אוה גהנמה דיזמב בריע םא לבא דבעידב לפנשכ אלא ז''יא
 טושפ כ''או .ג''עש ןמיס ח''וא ז''נבאב ע''עו םש אידהל ז''רגו י''חב כ''כו .ו''קס םש ב''מהמו ד''סת
 .בורב לוטיב ךמס לע לישבתב תוינטק הליחתכל ברעל רוסאד

 ע''עו ,תבורעתה לוכאל אלש רימחהל יוארו ,לפנל ימד אלו דיזמב תוינטקה םיברעמ אה ,אכה כ''או
 טועימ םהב שיש םידרפס רובע םירצוימה םילכאמ לוכאל לקהל ךומסל א''א ט''המ הארנו .20 ןויצ
 ,םידרפס רובע השענ תבורעתה רקיעש ןויכ הליחתכל רוסיא לטבמב בישח אלד פ''עאד .תוינטק
 .ורסואלו רימחהל גהנמה דיזמב וברעמד ןויכ מ''מ ,םידיב רוסיא לטבמכ ז''יאו
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from a factory that resorts to such a practice, a hechsher on sugar is 

recommended. 

Cookies – There are kosher lepesach cookies made of nuts and coconut, 

however, it is not advisable to purchase these items in an open market where 

they are unsealed. Only purchase kosher lePesach cookies that are in packaged 

and sealed with a reliable hechsher. 

Cooking Spray -  

Cough Syrup –  

Cumin – when imported from Far East may have traces of wheat and 

oats. 

Dairy Products – Due to the prevalence of enzymes, stabilizers, flavors 

and vitamins which are made from chometz and kitniyos and are present in 

most dairy products, therefore, dairy products require a reliable certification 

for Pesach use. Plain whole, low-fat and skim milk (fresh, not long shelf-life 

items) may be purchased before Pesach without special certification. 

However, one should avoid purchasing milk during Pesach unless reliably 

certified for Pesach. Lactose-free milk requires a Pesach hechsher. 

Fish (Frozen) – often glazes are placed on raw fish and need a reliable 

hechsher for Pesach when bought frozen. 

Fish (Prepared) –  

Fish (Lox) -  

Fish (Smoked) –  

Food Coloring –  

Frozen Vegetables—require reliable Kosher for Passover certification 

since pasta blends are produced on the same equipment. In South Africa, 

McCain frozen vegetables with a BD hechsher are acceptable for Pesach also. 

Make sure it isn’t kitniyos! They also sell peas, beans and corn. The other 

vegetables should be examined to see if there are any kitniyos that accidentally 

was mixed in. 
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Fruits and Vegetables (Canned or Packaged) –  

Fruits (Dried) – In South Africa, there is one company, Safari/SAD that 

has items that do not need a Pesach hechsher for dried fruits, apple rings, 

prunes, raisins, peaches, pears, apricots (unless Turkish). 

Fruits (Frozen) -  

Grape Juice -  

Gum -  

Honey – Honey can be adulterated with corn syrup which is considered 

kitniyos. Some honey producers mix the inexpensive corn syrup into honey 

and label and sell it as pure honey with no mention of this almost undetectable 

filler. Although this practice was rare, nevertheless, it is becoming more 

common and it is necessary to purchase pure honey for Pesach with a reliable 

Pesachdik hechsher.20 Honey produced in China has been found to contain corn 

syrup even if it is marked pure honey. Raw unprocessed honey is kosher for 

Pesach and all year without a hechsher. Read the label carefully. You need to 

distinguish between pure honey (needs hechsher) and raw unprocessed honey 

(doesn’t need hechsher). 

Horseradish -  

Hot Chocolate Mix –  

Ice Cream -  

Ices -  

Jams & Jellies –  

Jels (Dessert) -  

Juices (Fresh) -  

Ketchup –  

 

 גהנמה דיזמב וברעמש לכד םש ונבתכ םג מ''מ 19 ןויצב ליעל כ''שמכ בורב לטב תוינטקש פ''עאו 20

 .ורסואל
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Lactaid drops (not tablets) – needs a hechsher for Pesach. Otherwise, you 

can add the drops to the milk or food before Pesach and make certain that 

there is 60 times the volume of milk to the volume of the drops. 

Lemon Juice –  

Lip Stick – one does not need to have a hechsher on the lipstick but one 

should get a new lipstick in case a crumb is on the old one and it might be 

ingested. It is possible to cut off the top of the lipstick to make sure that there 

are no crumbs on the lipstick. 

Liquor –  

Macaroons -  

Margarine -  

Marshmallows -  

Matzoh – There are chometzdik matzos! Even when choosing matzos 

that are kosher for Pesach, one needs to be discerning. Matzos need a lot of 

attention in their preparation; otherwise, they can easily become chometz. 

They are probably the closest thing to chometz in a home that prepared for 

Pesach. It is wise to choose matzos manufactured under the supervision of a 

reputable hechsher. 

Mayonnaise -  

Meat Deli -  

Non-Dairy Creamer -  

Noodles -  

Nuts –  

Oil -  

Oil Sprays –  

Olives – The process of making olives includes soaking them in a brine (a 

liquid base with a lot of salt) and often vinegar is added to store them. 

The salting makes them dovor charif, and the vinegar does as well. Besides, 

sometimes vinegar can be from chometz. 
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Since we are dealing with a dovor charif the standard rules of eino ben yomo do 

not apply and much supervision is necessary to ensure they are kosher 

lePesach. 

Olive Oil – some companies purposely add soya oil and the oil should be 

treated as kitniyos. While virgin olive oil and certainly extra virgin olive oil do 

not need a hechsher all year round or for Pesach, refined or regular olive oil do 

need a hechsher. Little known, cheap brands will blend in other oils and there 

can be significant kashrus concerns for Pesach and all year-round usage for 

consumption. 

Paprika – hechsher for Pesach necessary. To maintain color consistency in 

paprika, companies will blend oil into the paprika and still call it pure. Red 

Paprika marketed in Israel often has soya oil added. 

Pickles -  

Potato Chips –  

Potato Starch -  

Preserves -  

Puddings –  

Salad Dressing -  

Salsa -  

Salt (Table) a hechsher for Pesach is necessary. Always check to make sure 

that there is no dextrose, iodine or polysorbate listed in the ingredients. 

Iodized salt needs a hechsher for Pesach. Today most table salt contains iodine 

in the form of potassium iodide. Potassium iodide, however, tends to degrade 

in the presence of moisture; in order to protect the iodine, a small amount of 

dextrose is often added to the salt to prevent oxidation. While not generally a 

kashrus concern, dextrose is derived from corn (and sometimes, wheat) 

starch, and therefore one should only use salt that has a reliable hechsher for 

Pesach. If the salt ingredients are iodated salt, or salt and Potassium Iodate 

(E917) or non-iodized salt, it can be used for Pesach without any hechsher. 
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Dextrose is the problem. Similarly, rock salt (salt used for kashering meat 

commercially referred to as Kosher Salt) and sea salt do not need any hechsher 

for Pesach. Sea salt is produced by collecting crystals from evaporated sea 

water and salty rivers. It is entirely natural and has some minerals but no 

chometz or kitniyos. Plain Himalayan salt without additives needs no hechsher. 

Sauce –  

Soda - 21 

Soups & Soup Mixes –  

Soup Nuts -  

Spices – see section of items to be cautious about. 

Spreads -  

Sugar (Brown) – needs hechsher (without hechsher for Pesach may contain 

culture, yeast, corn starch, may contain wheat starch) 

Sugar (White) – needs hechsher unless manufactured in the US of 

America, since the companies there do not reintroduce confectioner’s sugar 

into the regular granulated cane sugar. See confectioner’s sugar. 

Sugar Substitutes – may contain chometz. (NutraSweet). I have checked 

with Splenda Company and they have confirmed that the maltodextrin and 

dextrose they use in some of their products are corn derivatives. Splenda® 

has no grain derivatives in their products. Although Ashkenazim should not 

use Splenda® on Pesach, they may keep it in their pantries. Sepharadim who 

consume kitniyot may use Splenda®. 

Syrup -  

Tea (Instant) – needs hechsher 

Tea – decaffeinated tea needs a hechsher. Lipton unflavored decaffeinated 

tea bags are acceptable even without a special hechsher. However, other 

decaffeinated tea bags need a hechsher. 

 

21 There may be kitniyos (e.g., corn syrup) in the sweetener. 
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Black, green, white, yellow, oolong, and jasmine tea are all inherently 

kosher for Pesach. It is the flavoring or decaffeination process that can render 

tea unacceptable for Pesach without a hechsher. Most herbal teas should be 

considered flavored teas and require a hechsher for Pesach. Plain, unflavored 

tea is acceptable without a hechsher. (See section on coffee in items that don’t 

require a hechsher and the note there.) 

Toothpaste – often contains sorbitol and other ingredients derived from 

chometz. Some poskim maintain that toothpaste is inedible and thus does not 

require a hechsher. In my opinion, some children relish toothpaste and 

purposely swallow it. Children are people too and one should be careful to 

get toothpaste with a hechsher, as its chometz content may pose a problem of 

tasting and ingesting chometz on Pesach. 

Vegetables (Canned) –  

Vegetables (Frozen) - 

Vinegar - 

Walnut Oil –  

Wines & Liquors –  

Wine (Vinegar) -  

Yogurt –  
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20.  
Items to be Cautious About 

 

Alfalfa Sprouts—the ones available in Israel often contain kitniyos seeds 

and grains that are safek chometz. One should not possess them on Pesach. 

Airline meals—Chometz meals are sometimes served by mistake. 

Ant and Roach Traps—often contain chometz as the bait. 

Apple juice—nutrients (sometimes processed on equipment that has 

vinegar on it), enzymes, clarifying agents 

Applesauce—corn syrup, sugar, dextrose, flavoring 

Aveeno® Skin Relief Bath treatment—contains colloidal oatmeal, which 

means finely ground oatmeal ready for mixture in bath water. The oatmeal is 

edible and forbidden to eat for breakfast on Pesach or to use in a bath during 

Pesach. It must be sold or disposed of before Pesach 

Baby cereals and other baby food—can contain wheat or sugar, and 

may be made on chometz equipment 

Bird food—many contain grain 

Brewer’s Yeast—is made from beer production and is chometz. However, 

regular yeast is not recovered from chometz. Yeast can be collected from 

plant sources and produced via fermentation. Such yeast doesn’t come any of 

the five grains and it isn’t chametz even though it has the same characteristics 

as se’or mentioned in the Chumash and is entirely permissible to own and 

benefit from on Pesach (see Mechiltoh 9:19 on Shemos 12:19). See more 

about this under Yeast and sourdough. 

Brown sugar—culture, yeast, corn starch, may contain wheat starch. If it 

does not have any other ingredients and is just non-refined sugar with 

molasses and is marked no additives, coloring or artificial flavors, you can 

store it on Pesach but do not use it. 
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Butter—salt, coloring, preservatives, nutrients, culture, lactic acid from 

corn. In South Africa, however, butter from Genuine Foods, Clover, 

MooiRiver and Springbok with a BD or KLBD regular hechsher is kosher for 

Pesach even though it does not mention Pesach. 

Candied fruit—dextrose, may contain powdered sugar or flour 

Cat food—wheat, cheese or whey with meat, oats and barley  

Cheese and cottage cheese—stabilizers, corn sugar, coagulating agent 

(microbial rennet from real chometz), dextrose, cultures 

Chewing gum—corn syrup, flavoring 

Cigars (flavored)—chometz alcohol 

Chocolate and chocolate milk—malt (real chometz), glucose (kitniyos if 

manufactured in the U.S. and possibly chometz if produced in Europe). 

Chocolate spread—may contain kitniyos. Note: even though some 

chocolate spreads with kitniyos may say “kosher for Pesach” on the label, they 

are acceptable only for Sephardim who eat kitniyos. 

Cider vinegar—may contain yeast that is real chometz 

Citric acid—often derived from glucose and may be kitniyos or chometz. 

Coffee—some coffees are processed on chometz machinery and some 

(such as Postum®) contain grain. 

Coffee (decaffeinated)—may have been processed with ethyl acetate 

(derived from grain alcohol). Coffee flavoring may contain chometz alcohol, 

as well as non-kosher flavoring. 

Condensed milk—sugar, preservatives and oil to reconstitute 

Confectioner’s (icing) sugar—corn starch, may contain wheat starch 

Corn flour—usually has small amounts of grain mixed in to the flour 

which cannot be removed. Water is added before using corn flour for 

cooking. This poses a serious problem of ingesting chometz on Pesach. 

Therefore, corn flour and corn meal are not kosher for Pesach. 

Corn oil, corn syrup—kitniyos 
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Creamer (non-dairy)—whey, emulsifiers that are dairy or kitniyos, some 

contain corn syrup 

Cumin—cumin with a "kosher for Pesach" certification that was 

imported from the Far East has been found to have traces of wheat and oats. 

Be particularly careful to purchase ground cumin with a very reliable hechsher. 

Many Ashkenazim consider cumin kitniyos. Even Sefaradim should beware 

that imported cumin from the Far East should be treated as potentially 

chometz. 

Dextrose—corn derivative 

Dog food—barley, oats, wheat, cheese or whey and meat 

Dried fruits and raisins—dried in chometz ovens, may contain kitniyos 

oil, flour 

Emulsifiers—can contain glucose 

Fish food—wheat 

Flour—White flour has been bleached and washed, therefore should be 

considered safek chometz. It can remain wet from 3-9 hours. However, often 

the flour is steamed for a short time and immediately dried, so it does not 

become chometz. Often whole wheat (or barley) flour is not bleached and 

washed. 

Frozen fruit— Plain, frozen, unsweetened fruit pieces are acceptable 

without kosher for Pesach supervision. However, sometimes the fruit is 

sweetened. Sweetened frozen fruit pieces may have corn syrup, thus if it is 

sweetened it needs a hechsher. 

Frozen fruit drink—usually contains corn syrup, flavoring 

Glucose—corn or wheat derivative. Many manufactured items contain 

glucose and they need to be treated as a safek chometz unless you are certain 

that the glucose is a corn derivative. It then should be treated as kitniyos. In 

general, if the glucose is produced in the U.S. it is likely kitniyos and if it is 

produced in Europe it should be treated as chometz. 
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Honey—corn syrup, coloring (possible even if not listed) 

Horseradish—vinegar, sweeteners, hydrolyzed vegetable protein, wheat 

gluten 

Hydrolyzed vegetable protein (HVP)—may be chometz. The protein 

is broken down into its amino acids and is used to enhance flavor. It can be 

made from soy, corn or wheat. 

Ice cream—sugar, flavorings, stabilizers 

Kosher for Pesach labels—can be found on many items which are 

kitniyos and meant to be used by Sefaradim. You will need to use your 

common sense and knowledge to make these judgments. For example, 

sunflower seeds marked kosher for Pesach may not be used by Ashkenazim 

as the supervision was meant for Sefaradim. Some kashrus organizations 

(such as OU) prepare kosher for Pesach items for Sefaradim and label it 

“O/UP-kitniyot”. 

Ketchup—stabilizers, oil, dextrose, vinegar (real chometz), flavorings 

Lecithin—kitniyos 

Liquor—may have a grain alcohol base, wine. For example, Disaronno 

Originale, has chometz in it. So even when it is determined to be kosher for 

all year-round usage, it should not to be consumed on Pesach. It must be sold 

or finished before Pesach. Should a Jew own it over Pesach it becomes 

chometz she’ovar olov HaPesach. See the section at the end of this pamphlet 

on whiskies and liquors after Pesach. 

Lip Balm – Lip balms like Chapstick® may have an ingredient that has 

wheat at its source, such as vitamin E (which can come from wheat germ oil). 

The alcohols found in lip balm are usually animal or plant based and not from 

grains. Unflavored lip balm is inedible to humans or animals and is not 

chometz, but the flavored types are considered edible and there is concern 

not only in possessing lip balm on Pesach but of actually swallowing a minute 

amount. Therefore, one should only own and use flavored lip balm that has a 
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hechsher for Pesach. Flavored lip balms without a hechsher should be sold or 

destroyed. 

MSG—may be from wheat 

Margarine—emulsifiers, artificial flavor, salt, sugar, oil 

Maraschino cherries—glucose, dextrose (cut cherries are usually 

colored red with carmine, an insect derivative) 

Mayonnaise—MSG from hydrolyzed protein, oil, flavorings, sweeteners, 

vinegar 

Mustard—kitniyos (not to be confused with kosher-for-Pesach imitation 

mustard) 

Nuts—BHA, BHT, sprayed with kitniyos (corn oil) 

Oil—kitniyos 

Packaged items—Some companies have similar packaging for the same 

item whether it has a kosher for Pesach supervision or not. Carefully check 

each item to make sure the item you purchased is the one marked for Pesach 

use. 

Pecans—chometz processing 

Peeled vegetables—i.e., carrots, potatoes (may be washed and preserved 

with citric acid or dextrose antioxidant) 

Pet food—wheat, milk, cheese or whey mixed with meat (unacceptable 

year-round). See section regarding pet food. 

Pickles—vinegar (chometz), flavorings 

Play Dough—edible flour (must be discarded before Pesach). (Some 

companies add lot of salt to keep kids from eating it and it is very salty. 

However, it is still edible if mixed with plain dough and the salt is diluted.) 

Powdered cocoa (sweetened)—powdered milk, corn sweetener 

Rice—Ashkenazim do not use rice on Pesach because it is considered 

kitniyos. Sefaradim (who eat rice on Pesach) must use additive-free rice. Rice 

milk sometimes contains chometz ingredients. 
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Rubber gloves (powdered)—may contain chometz powder. Latex 

gloves may have starch on the inside of the glove and should not be used for 

Pesach food preparations. It is difficult to determine if the starch is derived 

from corn or wheat and the worst-case scenario should be adopted. Powdered 

latex gloves may be used before Pesach when cleaning. 

Salt—Table salt often contains dextrose and polysorbate, especially when 

iodized. 

Soda—flavorings, dextrose, corn sugar 

Sourdough—The common method that bakers collect yeast is by taking a 

handful of dough out of the batter and not bake it. As the dough sits in the 

bakery the yeast in that dough multiplies and is joined by other yeast found in 

the air to such an extent that the batter turns sour and inedible, but is a 

powerful enzyme that can be used to speed the fermentation of dough the 

next day. The ball of concentrated yeast is saved for the next day and is added 

to the next day’s batter to help that batter rise. A handful of that batter is 

taken out to be saved for the next day and so on. This concentrated yeast-ball 

is called “sourdough” due to its sour taste, and this is what the Torah refers 

to as se’or and forbids one from owning on Pesach. Regular yeast serves the 

same function but is not chometz and may be owned on Pesach. One may 

sell it and benefit from regular yeast, but it should not be used for cooking on 

Pesach. 

Soy oil, soy lecithin—kitniyos. Soymilk sometimes contains chometz. 

Spices (processed or flavored)—dextrose, flavoring or oils. Even spices 

that declare that they contain only spice need a hechsher since they may have 

been prepared on equipment that had already been used for other spice blends 

that are not kosher. Minimal cleaning in between the two processes may have 

been done and sometimes a proper kashering is necessary between processes. 

Furthermore, anti-caking ingredients may have been added that are not listed. 
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These pose a chometz risk. Thus, spices require a kosher lepesach hechsher. See 

Cumin. 

Splenda®—contains kitniyos 

Sugar—many sugars are produced from corn and are kitniyos. See 

confectioner’s sugar. 

Sunflower seeds—kitniyos 

Tea (instant)—may contain kitniyos sweetener 

Tea (herbal)—chometz or non-kosher flavoring 

Tofu—made from soybeans (kitniyos) 

Tomato products—vinegar (chometz), nutrients, salt, sugar, chometz 

machinery 

Tonic water—corn syrup 

Tuna—hydrolyzed protein, oil 

Vegetables (frozen)—may have been processed on chometz machinery 

Vanilla extract—corn syrup, alcohol 

Wine—corn sugar, chometz alcohol 

Yogurt—milk powder, enzymes, flavoring, sugar 
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Travel 

21. Should one leave his home before the 14th of Nissan, the night before you 

leave your home, a bedikoh should be performed without a berochoh. 

However, should you rent the entire area to a non-Jew and sell your 

chometz through Rav Rubanowitz, you are exempt from bedikoh in your 

home (provided that you leave your home before sunset of the 14th of 

Nissan). When using Rav Baruch as your agent to sell your chometz, an 

option is given to rent just the area where the chometz is sitting (and then 

you may freely use the rest of the home (and are required to perform 

bedikas chometz) or you can rent the entire area and are exempt from bedikoh 

(provided that you do not plan to stay during the entire Pesach at the 

location where the chometz is situated).22 

21.1. If you arrive at your new residence for Pesach (e.g., hotel, 

relative’s home) before the 14th of Nissan, you should perform a 

bedikoh in the area designated for your use the night of bedikas chometz 

with a berochoh. If the owner will not be coming in to perform a bedikoh 

on those areas that are off-limits to you, then request permission to 

open all drawers and check the entire room so that all parts of the area 

under your control will have had a bedikoh. For some areas, you will be 

performing your own bedikoh and for others, you will be acting as an 

agent for the owner. 

 

 ד''א ץמח תקידבמ רוטפל ד''יב תיבה לכ תרכשה ינהמ יא םיקסופה וקלחנד ו''לת ס''ס ב''מ ןייע 22

 ו''לת( רימחהל םייח רוקמה תעד איבהו .הקידבה בויח ליחתמש ינפל דוע ג''יב תיבה לכ ריכיש ןניעב
 םייח 'ר תגהנה ,ו''ס א''יק ע''וש רוציק ,ח''יס ט''יק םדא ייח( םלוע ילודג ומיכסה ןכו ,)ד''קס
 דמועש לכד א''וזחהו א''לק ח''וא ס''חה ד''כו ,הזב לקהל םלועה גהנמ םלוא .)ר''עמותב ןיזהלאוומ
 .הקידב צ''א ריכשהל וא רוכמל
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22. If you are staying in a hotel that has chometz available for your usage in 

the room, such as whiskeys in the refrigerator or pretzels on the desk, it is 

necessary to ask the front desk to remove all such items from the room 

before you enter. Placing all these items in one location with a mechitzoh so 

that these complimentary items will not be mistakenly consumed is 

insufficient. Besides the requirement to create a reminder and separation 

to avoid eating chometz, since you have a financial responsibility to pay 

for these items if they are not found in the room after you leave, it is 

forbidden to keep them in your domain over Pesach (S.A. 440:1). 
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Bedikas Chometz-Removing Chometz from your home 

23. Any area that you do not bring chometz into need not be checked unless 

you have reason to suspect that there is chometz there. 

What Size of Chometz am I Looking for? Crumbs? 

24. Books need not be cleaned for Pesach. Any crumbs that might be in there 

are too small to pose a halachic concern of owning chometz. However, it 

is advisable not to bring books that might have crumbs to a dining table 

with food on it if it is possible that a crumb may fall into a dish and be 

inadvertently consumed. For example, bentchers used all year round should 

be put away for Pesach and not brought to the table. It is sufficient to put 

them in an inaccessible area. It is not necessary to sell the bentchers and the 

chometz in them is not marketable. 

24.1. Challoh boards should be wiped down and put away. There are 

decorative challoh boards with a glass cover. Often many crumbs can 

gather between the glass and cover. If there is an accumulation of 

crumbs and bread pieces the size of an olive (3 ml) you will need to 

unscrew the glass top and brush off. They are made to unscrew and it 

should take a minute. Should you estimate that the accumulated 

chometz on the challoh board is less than the volume of an olive (less 

than 3 ml), you can put away without disassembling. Since bread is 

placed directly on top of the board, you may wish to avoid using a 

dovor pogem on this item. Use your discretion. See section 147 (FAQ’s) 

for more information. 

25. A toaster should be shaked clean for large pieces of chometz and put away 

for Pesach. As long as there is not an edible kezayis of chometz in the 

toaster, it may be kept and does not need further cleaning (see FAQ’s 

section 130).  
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Sorting the Chometz: Preparing for the Sale of Chometz 

Avoiding Possession of Chometz 

Question 

26. We would like to sell our chometz directly to a gentile and are packing up 

our chometz in boxes. Can you offer us some guidelines as to which items 

we can keep over Pesach and which items should be sold? 

Answer 

26.1. Any item that has a Torah or rabbinic violation of possession 

during Pesach must be sold or destroyed before Pesach begins. 

26.2. Items that are not edible to an animal are not considered food 

and one is permitted to possess them. Food items that are kitniyos are 

also permissible to own and do not need to be sold. 

26.3. Manufactured foods that are entirely chometz or are a mixture 

of chometz and other ingredients are forbidden to possess. Even if 

there is less than a kezayis (3 ml) of chometz in the product and the 

chometz content is more than 1/60th (1.66%) of the food product it 

should be sold or destroyed. If there is less than a kezayis (3 ml) of 

chometz in the product and the chometz content is less than 1/60th 

(1.66%) of the food product it still should be sold or destroyed, 

provided that it is an essential ingredient of the product.23 

 

23 In the third line of the items that may be kept (in the chart below) I included chometz 
that is less than a kezayis and is one sixtieth or less (less than one 1.66%) of the mixture. In 
the halachic status, I explained it is even permitted to eat such a mixture on Pesach, 
provided the mixture took place before Pesach. This may seem to contradict the sentence 
preceding the chart stating that it should be sold. 
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27. The incomplete list below may offer you some direction as to how to make 

the correct decision when deciding what you should get out of your 

possession for Pesach. 

 

However, a distinction needs to be drawn between a mixture that accidentally happened 
to take place before Pesach and one that was purposefully done in the normal course of 
making the product. The Mishnoh Beruroh (447:14) and Shulchan Aruch Horav (442:6) 
both explain that the general principle of bitul beshishim does not apply when the chometz 
is an essential ingredient in the normal manufacturing of the product. Since the chometz 
was purposefully put into the product and is essential, it will not become batel. 

Hence, where I discuss a manufactured product, I wrote that it is forbidden to eat or 
possess on Pesach and in the chart, I wrote that if such a mixture happened accidentally 
before Pesach, the product may be kept and even eaten on Pesach. 

Similarly, often the minute amount of chometz put into an item is non-essential and can 
become batel beshishim if manufactured before Pesach. For example, Lactaid milk has a 
small amount of chometz in it and so does regular milk (see Pesach list that discusses 
vitamin A and D which are added to milk sometimes is derived from chometz). However, 
since they are not essential ingredients to the milk, they are batel if they have been mixed 
into the milk before Pesach. On Pesach, chometz is never batel. 

 אוה םיששמ תוחפו תיזכמ תוחפ אוה םא לטב אוהש חספ ינפל תועטב לפנ םאד יתבתכש ןידה הנהו
 הזב ןייעל שיד .רורב כ''כ וניא לטב כ''ג רצומה רקיעמ וניא םאד יתבתכש המ םנמא טושפו ראובמ
 שיש פ''עא דיזמב וברע םאד ו''קס ב''מת ןמיס ז''רגה כ''כו ד''י ק''ס ז''מת ןמיס ב''מה כ''שממ
 ףיסוהו .םיששב לטב וניאו בושח אוה ירה ץמח י''ע לכאמה ןוקית ךרדש ןויכ לטב אל ,ודגנכ םישש
 הזד א''י ק''ס ז''מת ןמיס ןויצה רעשב ריעהו .האנהב רוסא חספה וילע רבעו ורעיב אל םאד דוע
 שירב ב''מה בתכש ללכהמ אצוי אוהו האנהב רסאנ מ''מו ת''המ י''בב רבעק אלד ןויכ לודג שודיח
 ךכב וכרדכ יוה הנידמה יקוח פ''ע דיזמב םינימאטיווה םיברעמד ןויכד אמינ ילוא כ''או .ב''מת ןמיס
 ילבו ותושעל ידכ ץמחה ךירצש רבדב אקודד ז''רגו ב''מה תנווכד הארנ םנמא .םיששב לטבתי אלו

 םאו .יולק םחל וב ןימישמש )םיגד ןמוש( סיָרְוּמ ןוגכ תושעל םיצורש לכאמה תושעל לכוי אל ץמחה
 וא הלשממה יקח פ''ע םינימאטיווה ןימישמ קרד ד''דנב כ''אשמ .סירומ הז ןיא םחל וב םימִשָׂ ןיא
 ץמחה ברעתנ םאד הארנ כ''עו ,בלח היהי ןיידע םינימאטיווה ומישי אל וליא םג לבא קוויש ךרוצל
 ותותשל רתומ היהי זאו חספ ינפל בלחה תונקל רשפאד יתבתכ ןכלו ,לטב בלח לש םיששב חספ םדוק
 .חספב

 תוקריו תוריפ ןוגכ ,םרכומל צ''או ,הייהשב ש''כו הליכאב תיבב םירצומ הברה ריתהל שי ז''דעו
 רצומה רקיע םניא מ''מ ,תופסותהמ דחאב ץמח ששח םהב שישכ םינילבת ןכו ,םירומיש וא םיאופק
 .חספה ינפל םיששב םילטבו םיכרצנ םניאו
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27.1. A general rule of thumb is that if an item has numerous 

ingredients and you do not recognize all the items and how they are 

made, you should consume it before Pesach, sell it, give it away or 

destroy it. A food item that has a hechsher for Pesach from an observant 

supervisor who you do not recognize, although you may wish to act 

cautiously and avoid eating the item, nevertheless, you do not need to 

sell the item. This is also true for a Sefaradic hechsher that you may not 

recognize. It may be kitniyos and you should not consume the item on 

Pesach, but it seems reasonable to rely on the supervisor with regard 

to possession of chometz. 

28. Since selling chometz can be a taxing, stressful responsibility, I 

recommend that after Purim you should start clearing your cupboards of 

their chometz and avoid buying chometz products indiscriminately 

assuming that you will just sell everything as Pesach approaches. 

29. A consumer may be uncertain whether certain ingredients are kitniyos, 

chometz or neither. If the amount of the suspected chometz, is less than 

a kezayis and is less than 1/60th of the entire product (and is distributed 

equally throughout the product) then it will be batel beshishim and not only 

permitted to keep during Pesach but even permitted to eat on Pesach. The 

only exception to this rule is when the chometz which was purposefully 

added is an essential ingredient to the product. 
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30.  

Items that should be Sold 

 

Item Halachic Status 

Barley Safek chometz, (pearled raw and 

packaged may not be chometz) 

Beer Chometz Gamur 

Bread Chometz Gamur 

Brown Sugar Safek Chometz 

Cake Chometz Gamur 

Cereal (if main ingredient is wheat, 

oats or barley) 

Chometz Gamur 

Chometz content more than a 

kezayis and can be eaten in less than 

four minutes 

Ta’aroves Chometz 

Issur Achiloh and bal yei’roeh 

Chometz content more than a 

kezayis that is not eaten within 4 

minutes and the flavor is not spread 

throughout the mixture 

Ta’aroves chometz 

Bal yei’roeh 

Chometz content is less than a 

kezayis but greater than 1/60th of 

product and flavor has spread 

throughout mixture e.g., possibly 

small box of Corn Flakes 

Ta’aroves chometz issur achiloh (ta’am 

ke’ikor) and issur shehiyoh on Pesach 

Chicken soup mix Safek Chometz 
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Cookies Chometz Gamur 

Flour Safek Chometz, not always in 

contact with water even if bleached 

Herbal tea Safek Chometz 

Ketchup stabilizers, oil, dextrose, vinegar 

(possibly real chometz), flavorings 

 

Mayonnaise MSG from hydrolyzed protein 

(sometimes wheat, usually corn), oil, 

flavorings, sweeteners, vinegar 

(possibly chometz) 

Noodles Chometz Gamur 

Oatmeal (Aveeno® skin care for 

bath) 

Chometz Gamur 

Powdered Sugar May contain 3% of wheat starch 

Pretzels Chometz Gamur 

Soy Sauce Safek Chometz 

Spaghetti Chometz Gamur 

Vanilla extract Safek chometz (alcohol possibly from 

chometz) 

Vinegar Safek Chometz 

Wheat gluten Chometz Gamur (when unknown 

amount in product) 

Wheat protein Chometz Gamur (when unknown 

amount in product) 
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Whiskey Chometz Gamur often distilled from 

fermented mash of grains including 

barley, oats, and wheat24 

  

 

24 Whiskies that should be sold are those that were kosher at the time the Jew bought them. 
Since the production of whiskey can take more than a year, if a Jew owned a whiskey 
company and never sold his Chometz before Pesach, then all his whiskey will forever be 
Chometz sheovar olov haPesach and treif. Examples of such are Kentucky Gentleman and Ten 
High. Some American whiskies are owned by gentiles and pose no problem to purchase, 
such as Jim Beam and Jack Daniels. See more about this in the After Pesach section. 
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31.  

Items that can be Kept 

 

Items that can be Kept Halachic Status 

BHA Sometimes from corn (kitniyos) 

BHT Sometimes from corn (kitniyos) 

Chometz: less than 1/60th of 

product and less than a kezayis total 

Batel before Pesach and permissible 

to eat if not mixed purposefully and 

is not essential to product 

Cosmetics Inedible to animals and not chometz 

Detergents Inedible and not chometz 

Kitniyos Permissible to benefit from and to 

possess 

Maltodexterin (carbohydrate made 

from corn starch) 

Kitniyos 

Mustard Kitniyos 

Plain roasted peanuts Not kitniyos unless there is a specific 

custom. However, generally not 

used by Ashkenazim in Eretz 

Yisroel.  

Popcorn Kitniyos 

Processed food on chometz (eino ben 

yomo) equipment before Pesach with 

no chometz content 

Batel before Pesach. One should not 

plan to cook in such a fashion. 
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Quinoa Permissible to eat. Should not be 

processed on equipment used for 

Chometz 

Rice Kitniyos 

Soda May contain kitniyos 

Soda Water Not chometz or kitniyos, still it is 

advisable to eat and drink items that 

have a kosher for Pesach hechsher. 

See note under Seltzer. 

Splenda® Generally contains kitniyos 

Sugar (Regular) Safek kitniyos, may be from corn 

Tea (instant) May contain kitniyos sweetener 

Tonic Water Kitniyos 

Unflavored medicinal pills, vitamins 

and tablets (non-chewable) 

Inedible. An ill person ingests such 

pills for medical purposes only. 

Unflavored vitamins are also 

inedible and not chometz even if the 

ingredients are made of chometz. 

They too, are ingested for the 

medicinal effect and not as a food. 

There is a prevalent chumro to avoid 

ingesting these items anyway and it 

is praiseworthy to follow lists that 

have ascertained there are no 

chometz ingredients in the pills. 

However, unless the medication is 
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flavored, it is not halachically 

required to do so. 

Yeast Not Chometz or kitniyos and may be 

owned and one may benefit from it 

(e.g., by selling it) on Pesach. It 

should not be used for cooking.25 

  

 

25 See section on Brewer’s yeast and sourdough above. Regular yeast is neither and 
halochoh explicitly allows one to own and benefit from yeast collected from a plant-based 
source. It is only when yeast is collected from bread does the Torah explicitly ban it as 
se’or. Brewer’s yeast also comes directly from one of the five grains and is forbidden. 
However, commercial yeast today does not come from the five grains. 

While flour (of the five grains) which soaks in water for 18 minutes is chometz, it does not 
make for good bread. When I was ten years old, I prepared an experiment for the science 
fair in our day school exhibiting the differences between matzo, bread made without yeast 
and bread with yeast added. I learned that in order to make good bread one needs yeast. 
Yeast is the living microorganism which converts some of the flour into the carbon dioxide 
which fluffs-up the batter and causes it to rise. The air we breathe contains yeast. It is 
enough to make a batter of flour and water rise if you wait long enough even if no yeast is 
added because yeast from the air in the kitchen will find its way into the batter. A good 
baker doesn’t want to wait hours for the dough to rise. Yeast is therefore added. 

The most common method bakers used to use was to add sourdough. However, yeast 
from derived from a plant-based source also works. 
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Kitniyos 

32. Kitniyos is a general term which includes grains that grow in the proximity 

of chometz grains and select grains that can be cooked and baked in a 

fashion like chometz grains. Yet, no kitniyos are chometz. The term for the 

fermentation of barley, rye, oats, wheat, and spelt is “chimutz;” the term 

given for fermentation of kitniyos is “sirachon”. 

33. Sefaradim use kitniyos on Pesach because the Beis Yosef permits it while 

Ashkenazic Jewry follow the Ramo and do not permit eating kitniyos on 

Pesach. 

34. Many reasons have been offered for the custom to refrain from eating 

kitniyos. The two main reasons are: 

34.1. Due to a concern that chometz grains might get mixed among 

the kitniyos grains, creating an inadvertent, yet real chometz problem 

when the grains are cooked together and eaten. Many Sepharadim who 

eat kitniyos reduce this concern by checking the kitniyos grains three 

times to make sure no chometz grains are intermixed in the kitniyos 

and then permit kitniyos usage. 

34.2. Were kitniyos products permitted, people might confuse kitniyos 

flours and chometz flour. This might result in the usage on Pesach of 

flour of the five grains that can become chometz.26 

 

26    

חספב תוינטק לוכאל אלש םיזנכשא גהנמ  

 וניא תוינטקבו ,ןגד ינימ 'הב אלא רדסה לילב הצמ ח''די תאצל א''אד ראובמ א''ס ג''נת ןמיסב .א
 םיאבה םירבד קרד ללכ שיד לישבת םהמ תושעל רתומד רבחמה םש קספו .ח''די תאצל לוכי
 ידיל אלא ץומיח ידיל םיאב ןיאש ןחודו זרוא ואצי הצמב ח''די םהב אצוי םדא ץומיח ידיל
 .ל''כע תונשל ןיאו רימחהל זנכשאב גהנמהו ל''זו ,רסוא םש א''מרהו .).הל םיחספ( ןוחרס

 ימימ רוסיא םלועה וב ןיגהונש )ב''כר ןמיס( ק''מסב אצמנ תוינטק רוסיאל ןושארה רוקמה .ב
 רבדב ועט אלד ץומיח ששחמ גהנמה םעטד רמול ןיאש שרפמ אוהו .םינומדק םימכח
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 ,הרידק השעמ תוינטקד ןויכד הריזג םושמ גהנמה םעט אלא .םיעדוי ןבר תיב לש תוקוניתהש
 הרות ינב םניאש םישנאל שוחל שי ןכל ,תפ הזמ םישועש שיו ,ןגד ינימ תשמח ומכ ןגדימד ידימו

 תיצחמב בתכנ( אנדיאה מ''מ ,רתיהל ארמגב שרופמש ג''עאו .ןגד ינימב ופילחיו ועטיש
 .הכלהב םיאיקב םינורחאה תורוד ןיאש רוזגל שי )יששה ףלאב הנושארה האמה לש הנושארה
 וירבד איבה ג''נת ןמיסב י''בה .)חפקת ןמיס ב''פ םיחספ( וסיג אוהש יכדרמב ואבוה םג וירבדו
 החדש הארנ רוטהמ םלוא ,הפי וררבל א''או וב תברועמ האובת םימעפלש םעטה ףיסוה אוהו

 ינב ונאו" מ''דב א''מרה ףיסוה ןכו ,הזב םירהזנ םיזנכשאהש ריכזמ י''בהו .ש''ע הז םעט
 ."רימחהל וגהנ םיזנכשאה

 המכ ראבמש אלא )כ''קב רטפנ( תוינטק רוסאל גהנמה לבקתנש ססבמ )גיק( ןשדה תמורתב .ג
 .תוינטקב והשמ רוסיא ןיאו ,תוינטק תוהשהל רתומש ,םישודיח

 ראובמ םימעטהמו ,םיירקע םימעט 'ב ריכזנו ,םימעט המכ איבה םש ל''היבבו ו''קס ב''מבו .ד
 .הנשיה הריזגה םייקל םיגהונ וישכעו ,םיזנכשא לצא הריזג התיהש

 םינחוטש תוינטק ינימ שי ירהש .ןגד ינימ 'ה לש חמקל תינטק ןיב א''נב ועטי אלש הריזג .1.ד
 .ןגד ינימ 'ה לש חמקו תפב ילוקאל יתאו ,המודכו תפ םהמ םישועו םתוא

 םפאי וא םלשבישכו תוינטקב םיברועמ םיצימחמה םינגד ראשו הטח יריגרג שי אמליד .2.ד
 .ץומיח ידיל יתא

 ארמגב שרופמש רבד רוסאל גהנמ ךייש ךיא ול השקוהש עמשמ ומצע ק''מסה ירבדמ הנהו .ה
 ןמיס( שאר םימשב ת''ושבו .םימדוקה תורודמ ונינמזב ץראה ימע ינאשד ץרית ז''עו ,אריתיהל
 הברדאו ארמגב רוקמ ול ןיאש גהנמ לבקל ןיאש כ''ג ריעה ,ןיול לואש ןפייזה י''ע בתכנש )ח''מש
 .אריתיהל ארמגב ראובמ

 א''רגה י''ע ובתכנ כ''ג םירבדהו ,ס''שהמ רוקמ ךכל איבה )ידרפס י''ע בתכנש( ח''רפבו .1.ה
 הרדקב םירועש לש חמק תתל וריתהש לע דיפקה אברד ראבמ ):מ( םיחספבד .ג''נת שירב
 לע דיפקה םלוא ,הז תא לכא ומצעב אברו .רוסיאב םילזלזמ םהש םידבע שי םוקמב
 םירסואה לע קלוח וניא אברד ארמגה שוריפב ז''סר ז''טב ןייעו .ה''ע ינפב ןכ ושעש םירחא
 ש''כ ,םנמזב היה ךכ םאד ףיסוהו וניגהנמל רוקמכ וז ארמג איבה א''רגהו .ה''ע ינפב
 .'סותב םש י''רה שוריפ יפל ארמגהמ ססובמ תוינטק גהנמד ירה .ונינמזב

 םימ וילע ואב אלו ןגדימ אלו ןחטנ אל םא לבא ,םימ וילע ואבו חמקו ןגד השענשכ הריזגה רקיע .ו
 הטחמ רתוי ערגי ךיאד רומיש םהב גוהנלו תוצמ םהמ תושעל רתומ ןידה ןמו ,רוסאל םוקמ ןיא
 יכדרמ רמאמ ת''וש ןייע( .תועטל ואביש ןויכ ג''הכב םג רימחהל וגהנ השעמל םנמא .המצע
 ןיאד ל''י הרואכלש ףאו ,תוצמ לש םירודיהה לכ םע סריתמ תוצמ תושעל רסאד )בל ןמיס(

 ךותב ןכ ושעיד שוחל שי םנמא ,רשכ היהי םיטחב ךכ ושעי םא םגד ,יפולחיאל שושחל םוקמ
 וריתה א''כק ןמיס ס''חו א''ס ז''כק א''ח .חספה ךות הטחמ תוצמ ושעי אליממו ,סריתב חספה
 ע''ע .ש''ע םישודיח המכב תא ליבגה ס''חהד קר ,לוכאלו תוצמ ןיעכ תוינטק תופאלו ןוחטל
 ריתה א''י ןמיס קחצי ראבבו .ח''יקס ח''הכב ע''עו ח''כק ןמיס ב''חו ה''עק 'יס א''ח מ''ושב
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 שישכד ל''סד ןיטח תצמב ומכ רהזיל צ''או ןתופאל רתומ חספ םשל םנחוטו םררבמש רחאל
 .)הריזגל םוקמ ןיא חיכומה השעמ

 ,םימב העיגנ לכמ ורמשנ ןישמושהשכ ןימשמוש ןמש ריתה ופיב ותונבר ימיב ל''צז קוק ברה .ז
 רשפא םיממ ןימשמוש םירמוש םא ירה .אקוד שבויב אלא דובעל א''אש תאזכ הנוכמה תלועפו
 מ''מו .ונממ ןמש תושעל רתומ היהי הרואכל כ''או ,הימיעדו א''חה תעדל תוצמ םהמ תושעל
 ססבל הכורא הבושתב צ''דבל קוק בר בישהו .הז רתיה דגנ םילשוריב צ''דבהמ הבוגת התיה
 .ותטיש

 ד''התע( .םימ וילע ולפנש ףא תומהבל ליכאמו האנהב רתומו תוהשהל רתומד קספ א''מרה .ח
 .)ג''יק

 אלא חספל רשכש ילכ שי םא .19 ןויצ ןייעו )ט''קס ב''מע( בורב לטב לישבת ךותל לפנ םא ה''הו .ט
 י''באכ ונידש י''ב אוה םא עודי וניאו ילכ םתס וליפא וא( י''בא יאדו אוהו תוינטקל וב ושמתשנ
 י''ב אוה םא םלוא .חספ לכאמ וב לשבל ירש ,תוינטקמ פ''לטנו ,)ב''קס ו''צת ח''רפע ז''ינעל םג

 .)הליחתכל תוינטק םעטו תוינטק לטבל רוסיא אכיא חספ ינפל וליפאו( וב לשבל הליחתכל רוסא
 רתומ ןכלו .ואיצוהל ךירצ זאד תוינטקה רכינ כ''אא ולכואל דבעידב רתומ וב ולשב םא לבא
 .םיזנכשא ילכאמ םיליכאמשכ חספב םידרפס לצא לוכאל

 ןמ קוחר םוקמב ןמש לש רנה תולתל קדקדל ךירצ ןיאש מ''דהמ איבה א''יקס ג''נת ב''מב הנהו .י
 רוסאש עמשמו .ל''כע רוסאל ןיא ףטנ וליפאד ,לכאמה לע ףטני אמש אששח םושמ ןחלשה
 םושמוש ,היוס ןמש ט''המו ,גולפ אל מ''מ ,הטח יריגרג םש ןיאו ןגדכ וניאש ףא ןמשה לוכאל
 םימעטה ש''לד ףא רוסא תוינטקמ ש''יי ןכו ,רוסא )מ''גא 'ע םינטוב ןמש ףא א''יו( תוינמחו

 .ג''יק ןמיס ד''התמ ראובמ ןכו .ליעל ורכזנש

 ונממ םישוע אלו ,ןגדימ וניא תינטקה ערז םא ףא תוינטק ןיממ קפומה ןמש רוסאל הארנ היהו .אי
 .הריזגה ללכב ונמשו אוה תינטק םשֵ ללכב אוהש לכ מ''מ ,ןגד ינימ 'המ וב ברעתנ אלו חמק

 וגהנ ,תוינטקכ ןיטיברשב ןלודיגו ןגדימד ידימ םהד ןויכ מ''מו ,תוינטק םניאש םירבד שי םלוא .בי
 ,תוינטק רוסיא גהנמכ םירוסא םינוערז םתוא קר אלו .לדרח ןוגכ ,תוינטק ןידכ רוסיא םהב
 .םהמ קפומה ןמש ףא אלא

 ןגד ינימ 'ה םהב ברעתמ אלו חמק ערזהמ םישוע ןיא םגו ,תוינטק ןיממ םניאש םינוערז ,םנמא .גי
 רוסיא גהנמ םהב ךייש םא םינורחאה וקלחנ הזב ,ןמש םהמ םישועו םתוא םינחוט אלא
 ןגד ינימ 'ה חמקב יפולחיאל ךייש אלד ןויכ אמינ ד''א )םינחוטש םינוערז( ןגדימד ןויכ תוינטק
 .הריזגה ללכב וניא

Cottonseed Oil 

 ינימ 'ה ברעתנ אלו ,תפ אלו חמק ןתשפהמ ןישוע ןיאש ךכל אמגוד אוה הנתוכ ןמש .1.גי
 ת''ושב ה''כו רימחה בר השעמב א''רגה .ןמש קיפהל ןתשפה םינחוט קרו ,ןתשפב ןגד
 ןמיס א''ח ם''שרהמ ת''וש ,הזב וליקה הברה םנמא .'ב ןמיס תשחרמבו ה''כס ל''ירהמ
 ד''ח קחצי תחנמו ,ס''ס ב''ח שדק יארקמב ע''עו םיתפ תחנמו ז''טה ד''כד איבהו ,ג''פק

 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 65 

35. It is recommended that the following items should be considered kitniyos 

unless a family has a specific custom otherwise: 

35.1. Anise, ascorbic acid, aspartame, beans (all types of beans e.g., 

kidney, lima, garbanzo), bean sprouts, BHA and BHT (in corn oil), 

black-eyed peas, buckwheat, calcium ascorbate, canola (rapeseed) oil,27 

 

 ןמיסב כ''שמ וירבד גייסש ח''כ ןמיס ח''וא ט''ח ם''שרהמ ת''ושב ןייועי םלוא( .ג:דיק ןמיס
 .)לודג ךרוצו מ''פהבו ,לקהל וגהנש םוקמב קרד ג''פק

 הברהד ,םוקמה גהנמ הזמ השענ אל ד''נעל ,הזב רימחהל הברה וגהנ י''אבש ףאו .2.גי
 םייח 'ר ןכו ריתה קנארפ חספ יבצ ברהש טרפבו .וגהנמ יפל דחא לכ י''אב שי תוליהק
 םלוא .הזב לקהל שי אנידמד הארנ ןכלו ,םיליקמ םגש י''אב תוליהק אכיאד יאדו ,ריתה
 ןכתי הזב םידיפקמש םיחרוא ןימזהל ןינועמ םא ןוגכ ,תויתרבחה תוכלשהה לוקשל ךירצ
 .41 ןויצו 39 ,27 ןויצ ע''ע .ךכב לקהל טילחת םא ךלצא חראתהל ומיכסי אלש

 ג''נת ןמיס העיצקו רומה ירבדב אצמנ יתעדל ,תוינטקה גהנמ דגנ יתיארש הבוט יכה תרוקיבה .די
 רמואו םערתמו תוינטקה גהנמ לע רעטצמ היה תוצמה גח לכבש ,יבצ םכחה ויבא םשב דיעהש
 ךכ ךותמש אלוק ידיל איתאד ארמוח אוהש וזלה עורג גהנמל הינילטבא יליח רשייא יא
 ילודג ימע ומיכסיש יאולהו םייסמו .םתיישעב םירהזנ םניאו הברה תוצמ תופאל םיחרכומ
 ,ב''כק ח''וא ס''ח ןייע( גהנמל קזוחו ףקות ונתנ ,הברדאו ,ומיכסה אל םילודגה םלוא .רודה
 ).א''קס ת''עשבו בל ןמיס יכדרמ רמאמ ת''וש ,ונ ח''וא קדצ חצמ

 .הלעמו תוצחמ חספ ברעב םג גהונ תוינטק רוסיא גהנמ .וט

 לוכאל וריתהש םיקסופה לכמ חכומ ןכו ב׳׳קס א׳׳עת בקעי קחמ םירבדה רוקמ .1.וט
 הצמ ריתהל בתכ א׳׳קס ד׳׳מת ג׳׳מפבש ףאו .תוינטק לוכאל וריכזה אלו תוקריו תוריפ
 חספב ריתמ ג׳׳מפהש ריבסמ ג׳׳כק ןמיס א׳׳ח ם׳׳שרהמ ת׳׳ושב ,פ׳׳רעב תוינטקמ תיפאנה
 ייורואל חספ ברע ריכזהש המו .ס׳׳חהו א׳ייחה תעדכו הצממ ערג אל תוינטק תפד ומצע
 .הצמ תליכא רוסיא םושמ הזב תילד

 לוכאל המ םידליל ןיאו תבשב לחש חספ ברעב ןוגכ( קחדה תעש שי םאד הארנו .2.וט
 וניאש םרובע לכוא ןגראל יוארה ןמ םלוא .תוינטק םהל תתל לקהל שי ,)תישילש הדועסל
 .תיבה ינב ןובערו קחדה תעש לע ךומסל אלו תוינטק וא הצמ ,ץמח

27 

Canola Oil 

1. Canola (an acronym for Canadian Oil, Low Acid) oil was first approved for food use 
in the United States in 1985 and there are those who considered canola oil a new item 
similar to quinoa and potatoes, which are not included in the minhag of kitniyos. 
However, canola oil is actually rapeseed oil (a.k.a. colza oil) which has been used for 
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centuries in Europe. Canola oil is a modern version of rapeseed oil designed to have 
less erucic acid, a suspected cause of heart disease, and therefore only this better 
variation of rapeseed oil is approved for food use in the USA. Therefore, comparing 
canola oil to potatoes and quinoa is not an acceptable reason to permit its use on 
Pesach. 

2. Another argument to permit the usage of canola oil on Pesach is to compare it to 
cottonseed oil discussed in the previous note in Hebrew. Even if the rapeseeds were 
ground to a flour and then pressed for their oil, if it were also true that: 

2.1. canola is not a legume 

2.2. rapeseed is not ground to flour to be used for baking or cooking and 

2.3. rapeseed does not grow in the vicinity of the five types of grain, 

then canola oil may be permissible to use on Pesach due to the same halachic reasoning 
applied to cottonseed oil discussed below (see note 26 and 41). 

3. The Maharsham (vol. 1:183) describes the rapeseed oil process. The seeds are first 
ground into a thick paste or flour. It is then heated and stirred over a fire. Afterwards 
it is pressed and canola oil is produced. The grinding of the rapeseed is only done to 
get the canola oil; not for cooking or baking with its flour. 

4. The Avnei Nezer forbids rapeseed oil on Pesach as kitniyos (373 and 533), while the 
Maharsham has a more tolerant position regarding rapeseed oil. He concludes his 
halachic analysis by stating that he does not wish to permit something if the local 
population forbids it, however, if there are people who use it on Pesach, their behavior 
should not be protested. 

5. It is possible that their dispute regarding rapeseed oil follows along the same arguments 
and the two opinions found regarding cottonseed oil. Thus, if we conclude that 
cottonseed oil is permissible, then canola oil should also be permitted. 

6. However, the circumstances involved in the production of canola oil may be 
significantly different than those involved in cottonseed oil. It is noteworthy that the 
Avnei Nezer (373) explains that rapeseeds often grow near wheat or oats. This is not 
true regarding cotton. The first reason mentioned above for the custom to prohibit 
kitniyos might apply to canola oil even though it is inapplicable to cottonseed oil. The 
Avnei Nezer himself does not consider this position. He maintains that were other 
grains mixed in to the rapeseeds, they would become batel if the oil was prepared before 
Pesach. The reason the Avnei Nezer forbids rapeseed oil is because he compares 
rapeseeds to mustard. Once mustard or rapeseeds are forbidden, any derivatives of 
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them are also forbidden. It would thus seem that the Avnei Nezer would also forbid 
cottonseed oil as being similar to mustard and included in the gezeiroh of kitniyos. 

7. However, even those who might argue that canola isn’t kitniyos and should not be 
compared to mustard (because mustard is ground and used as a food additive in its 
ground form whereas ground rapeseeds are never used as a food item in such a form), 
would agree that all the oats (and grains) must be removed before the oil is extracted 
from the canola such as with aniseed and coriander. These two (anise and coriander) 
are technically not kitniyos but are treated as kitniyos until acharon shel Pesach (see note 
29). Canola oil may have that status and thus one level more stringent than cottonseed 
oil according to all opinions. 

8. Admittedly, there is room to distinguish between anise and coriander and between 
canola seeds. Anise and coriander are seeds that are eaten themselves and might have 
other grains mixed in whereas rapeseeds although they may have other grains mixed in 
the rapeseeds, still, the rapeseeds are only ground for its oil and not as a food. Still, it 
does not seem to this writer that that should make a difference. If there are other grains 
that could become chometz, then when pressing the rapeseeds and grains that might 
be chometz, some of the oil may be a derivative of the chometz. So, if the Ramo finds 
it necessary to forbid anise and coriander without examining the seeds for other grains, 
he would likely have done so for rapeseeds that are pressed for their oil. 

9. Thus, based on the Ramo’s hesitation regarding anise and coriander, it would seem 
that Ashkenazim should refrain from using canola oil during Pesach even if they use 
cottonseed oil. However, if the process can be supervised enough to ensure that no 
grains are in the rapeseeds and all of the five types of grains are removed from the 
rapeseeds; it would seem that canola oil should be permissible on Pesach even for 
Ashkenazim no less than cottonseed oil. 

10. In other words, to permit canola oil, there are two leniencies that need be applied. 

10.1. Seeds which are ground but not used as a food item in that state but are 
only edible when pressed for their oil are permissible on Pesach (e.g., cottonseed 
oil) 

10.2. There is no gezeiroh on anise and coriander, since these seeds often have 
other grains mixed in, one should be careful when using them. Should one be 
certain that there are no foreign grains in them, they are permissible. 

11. Both of these points can be challenged. 
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11.1. It is possible that the gezeiroh and custom of kitniyos extends even to oils 
produced from ground cotton. It seems that the Vilna Gaon took that position. 

11.2. It is also possible that the gezeiroh of legumes which might have other grains 
mixed in applies equally to certain seeds which might have other grains mixed in. 
Even if one were to remove all foreign grains, it is possible that there is a custom 
to avoid eating those seeds that sometimes have other grains mixed in despite that 
great care may have been taken to remove any other grains. 

12. Therefore, until both leniencies can be verified, I recommend using one of the 
prevalent oils (walnut, palm, or coconut oil) found in Ashkenazi neighborhoods during 
the pre-Pesach period. (Palm oil is also available and less expensive, but my wife 
informs me that it is not as healthy as walnut oil.) 

13. In places like the RSA in which kosher for Pesach are not easily available, one may use 
cottonseed oil. If that is not available, one may use canola oil. However, one should 
not use sunflower oil unless there is a famine, or there is great poverty and a temporary 
leniency on kitniyos and its oils would likely offer significant relief. Sunflowers are eaten 
themselves and are included in the custom/decree; hence their oils are forbidden. 
Rapeseeds and cotton seeds are never consumed. Furthermore, sunflowers are ground 
into a flour today and prepared as a bread. Coconut, palm, cottonseed and olive oil are 
available this year, 5781 in RSA. Avocado oil is also available this year in South Africa 
and a regular BD logo is sufficient with any mention of Pesach. 

14. If someone inadvertently used canola oil while cooking, thinking that it was permissible 
to use, the food may be eaten. As stated above, canola oil is likely halachically 
equivalent to cottonseed oil if no grains were mixed in. And even if canola oil is 
considered kitniyos, the food is kosher for Pesach provided that the majority of the dish 
is not oil and the oil cannot be easily separated from the dish. See note 19 and 41. 

 .הלונק ןמש ילכואל אוה הנווכהו ,תיתפל ילכואל םירצומ לע עיפומ םימעפל לארשי ץראב .15
 וב ןיאש יפוליח רצומ שפחל יוארה ןמ רשפאשכ הליחתכל םנמא לקהל שי ךרוצ שישכד הארנו
 .תיתפל
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caraway, citric acid (sometimes chometz),28 chickpeas, coriander,29 corn 

(including popcorn) and corn oil, corn syrup, cumin,30 dextrose, 

 

28 In the U.S., citric acid is produced from corn syrup. Citric acid undergoes a significant 
process transforming it from corn syrup to a new product far removed from being 
recognizably corn syrup. The Rosh in Berachos (6:35) presents Rabbeinu Yonah’s view 
that once an item has significantly changed and is unrecognizable from its origin, the laws 
of kashrus should consider its present status. Thus, Rabbeinu Yonah permits musk 
consumption despite its origin from a non-kosher species. The Rosh disagrees with 
Rabbeinu Yonah and prohibits consuming musk since it is derived from a non-kosher 
animal. Since the issue of consuming kitniyos is a minhag (custom), one may rely on a lenient 
opinion. Thus, anyone who is lenient regarding “kitniyos” chemically derived from a kitniyos 
item should not be criticized. 

Citric acid produced in Europe is usually derived from wheat. The Rosh and Rabbeinu 
Yonah probably disagree regarding a food product derived from wheat as well. However, 
since consumption and even ownership of chometz is a de’oreiso concern, one should avoid 
relying on Rabbeinu Yonah and sell citric acid to a gentile before Pesach. Lentils imported 
to Israel have been found to contain a coating of citric acid derived from wheat. The 
Rabbanut has issued a warning this year that even Sephardim should not consume red 
lentils for Pesach as it is to be treated as chometz unless it has a special hashgochoh as kosher 
for Pesach. 

 בתכ ב''מה לבא תוינטק וניאד בתכ א''מרה .א''ס ג''נת ןמיס א''מרב רכזומה רדניילא אוהש ןכתי 29

 .חספ לש ןורחא ט''ויב לקהל שיו ,ץמח וב ברועמד ןויכ רימחהל בוטד

 ץראב םויהש רחאמ ,םידרפס וליפאו ,חספב ןוחט הרבסוכב שמתשהל ןיאו coriander אוה הרבסוכ
 .ץראב חספל םירשכ )fenugreek( הבליחו הרבסוכ םייק אל ןכל .ץמחתיש ןגד ינימ לש תבורעת וב שי

 םויה םירשכה הנשי ןכלו רז ףוג לכ איצוהל םידחוימ םילכב ועיקשהש םילודג םילעפמ שי םויה
 .רדניילא םירשאמש

The Mishnoh Beruroh recommends avoiding aniseed and coriander seeds because other 
grains which could become chometz are often mixed in. Reliable hechsherim in the U.S. 
certify aniseed and coriander for Pesach since some high-end spice companies use special 
equipment such as spiral separators to remove foreign particles. Therefore, you may use 
these items for Pesach when accompanied with a reliable hechsher. 
30 See list below. Cumin imported from the Far East may have traces of wheat and oats. 
Even Sefaradim can only use cumin on Pesach with a reliable hechsher. 
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emulsifiers, fennel, fenugreek,31 flavors (may also be chometz), flax seeds 

(see 37 below that they technically are not kitniyos), glucose (may be from 

wheat and chometz unless you are certain that it was manufactured in the 

U.S. where maize is used), green beans, guar gum, hydrolyzed 

vegetable oil, kasha, kimmel, lecithin (all commercially produced lecithin is 

made from soy), lentils,32 licorice, lucerne, lupine, maltodextrin (sometimes 

chometz), millet, MSG (can be from beets [kosher for Pesach], corn [kitniyos], 

or wheat [chometz]), mustard and mustard flour, NutraSweet, peanuts,33 

peas, polysorbates (sometimes chometz), popcorn, poppy seeds, rice,34 

 

הבליח 31  in Hebrew. Ground fenugreek should not be bought or cooked at all during 
Pesach since it has wheat mixed in. Only when the item is bought whole and the consumer 
themselves ground it and is sure that it has no chometz in it may Sefaradim use it. 
32 Most of the red lentils imported to Israel this year should be treated as chometz unless 
there is specific mention that they are kosher for Pesach. Red lentils are treated with 
vegetable oil and citric acid derived from chometz. See citric acid. 
33 Technically, peanuts are not considered kitniyos and may be consumed on Pesach unless 
a family has a specific custom not to consume peanuts on Pesach. Similarly, peanut oil is 
acceptable unless there is a clear custom otherwise (Igros Moshe O.C. 3:63). In Eretz 
Yisroel there are many who do not use peanuts or its oil. This is a common custom in 
many communities but goes beyond the lines of halochoh. Using peanut oil on Pesach 
may have social implications that may make life uncomfortable, but it is permitted. Often, 
the wise thing to do is also take into account the negative impact of a halachically 
acceptable practice. Guests may be reluctant to join you for meals were they to know that 
you added peanut oil to the food you prepared for them. Halachically, however, it is 
acceptable to use. It is relatively easy to make or purchase plain peanut butter by grinding 
roasted peanuts. In my experience, it is uncommon to see peanut butter commonly used 
on Pesach in Ashkenazic communities. It seems that many communities do refrain from 
peanuts and its derivatives. Still, for those that do not have a clear custom to include 
peanuts with other types of kitniyos, it is permissible to use. The inclusion above of peanuts 
in the group of kitniyos is in deference to the vast majority of Ashkenazim who do not use 
peanuts and a recommendation to be inclusive of your guest list and avoid creating 
uncomfortable situations. 
34 Rice and soymilk sometimes contain chometz. It is necessary to have a proper hechsher 
on these items when used for small children and sick people. 
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saffron,35 sesame seeds, snow peas, sodium citrate, sodium 

erythorbate, sorbitan, sorbitol (could be chometz unless manufactured in the 

U.S.A), soybeans and soy oil,36 stabilizers, starch (possibly chometz), 

string beans, sunflower seeds, sunflower oil,37 tofu, vitamin C (could 

be chometz), xanthan gum (may be chometz). 

 

םוכרכ וא ןרפעז 35  in Hebrew. Ground saffron may have chometz mixed in and is thus not 
to be used on Pesach by anyone, see Ramo 467:8 and M.B. 467:8. Whole saffron (brown 
strings) may be used by Sefaradim. 
36 Some kosher for Pesach olive oils are not entirely made of olive oil. They may have soy 
oil purposely mixed in and should be treated as kitniyos despite a bona fide hechsher that it 
is kosher for Pesach. These can be detected by their low price. Olive oils are often 
produced with counterfeit hechsherim for Pesach and all year-round usage. One needs to be 
vigilant to only purchase olive oil from large reputable companies. 
37 Sunflower oil should be categorized with soy and corn oil and not used on Pesach as any 
other kitniyos. Nowadays sunflowers are ground and used as flour and butter. There are 
commercial companies that grind sunflowers to make sunflower butter (similar to peanut 
butter). Many people grind sunflowers in coffee makers to make a flour to use as a non-
gluten substitute to make bread and other baked foods. (Surprised? Do a simple Google 
search for sunflower flour and sunflower butter). Sunflowers are edible and can grow in 
areas that have other grains. There is a distinct possibility that grains may get mixed into 
the sunflowers and consumed. Sunflowers have all the characteristics of kitniyos items that 
have been forbidden and the standard reasons to prohibit kitniyos and their oils are 
applicable. Oils from kitniyos are also forbidden as mentioned earlier in the section dealing 
with oils, and the source for this is Rav Moshe Isserles in the Ramo (the authority on 
Jewish Ashkenazic customs) who implies that kitniyos oils may be benefited from but not 
consumed. There are some oils for which there is basis for leniency such as cottonseed 
and canola oils. The reasons for the leniency for these items is explained in a special section 
but are not relevant to sunflower oil. 

 לע םיססובמ וירבד לכ םלוא ,תוינמח ןמש ריתהל ןד ו''טר ןמיס ח''וא םירעש תיב ת''ושב םנמא
 .זאמ ונתשה םירבדה הארנה יפכו ,וימיב תואיצמה

 רדג הזב ןיאד בישהל שי הזלו .ורסאל ןיאו ,הזב לקהל גהנמ שיש ונעטש הקירפא םורדב יתעמש דוע
 הטיש וא הוצמ הזב ןיא לבא ,תוינמח ןמש רסאנ אלש היאר תויהל לוכי אלא והשמ תושעל גהנמ
 א''טחלבי א''טילש רצלז ףסוי ברה .תעטומ אוה ךכל גהנמ ןושלהו ,הזב שמתשהל אקוד שיש הכלהב
 יתבתכ ד''עלנהו .חספב ושומיש ריתהל הארוה ןתנש ל''ז רצלז בקעי ברה ויבא םשב םסרפמ
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36. Quinoa is not kitniyos and may be eaten on Pesach.38 (While there are 

opinions that consider quinoa kitniyos, it is the opinion of this author that 

this food item should not be considered kitniyos.)39 

37. Flax seeds and hemp seeds are technically not kitniyos.40 However since 

they can be ground as flour, some opinions include them in the category 

 

 רשפא היה אלו השק בצמ היהש ןכתי .ל''ז רצלז בקעי ברה ריתה עודמ יל עודי אל ,דועו .יתירוהו
 הארנ ג''הכבו ,בער וא רתוי רומח רוסיא לש ששח היה ילואו ,תוינמח ןמש ריתהל אלש ךכב דומעל
 ,עודמו לודג םדאמ רתיה התיהש הרורב העידי ילבמו .םויהל היאר הזמ ןיאו ,םיריתמ ויה ע''וכד
 הז הנש .םירחא םינמש תונקל רשפאש ןמזב ףא ריתהל ,רוביצה תגהנה לע ךומסל שיש יל הארנ אל

 חירטהל שי יתעדלו ,קופקפ םהב ןיאש םינמש גישהל רשפא ןיידע ,םיעודיה םיישקה לכ םע 5781
 .תוינמח ןמשב שמתשהל אלש דיפקהלו

 תוינטק לשבל רתומ לודג קחודב אלא לוכאל המ םדאל ןיאש קחדה תעשבש הרוהש םדא ייחב ןייעו
 וב ןיאש ןמש גישהל ןיאו בצמה דיבכי תמאב םא ןכלו .'כ ןמיס םדא תמשנב ש''עו םירבד ראשו
 .םללכב תוינמח ןמשו ,תוינטק לש םינמשה לכב שמתשהל רתומש יאדו ,קופקפ

38 Whole seeds should be bought before Pesach and checked for other grains. Quinoa flour 
should only be bought with a reliable hechsher for Pesach since it may have been ground on 
machines that process grains and not cleaned properly before grinding the quinoa. 
39 The reasons are: 

1. Quinoa is not even remotely related to the five grains. 

2. It is also not a legume and not botanically related to peas or beans which are of the 
original species of kitniyos included in the custom. 

3. It was not around at the time the custom of kitniyos began. 

4. Quinoa has been tested to see if it would rise, yet instead, it decayed. 

5. In today’s environment of processed foods, the customs of kitniyos are not relevant 
anymore. Noodles and cakes are made kosher for Pesach and seem like chometz. 
While it may be difficult to change habits regarding food items that have been 
treated as forbidden on Pesach, still, new items should not be prejudiced because 
they have similarities to kitniyos. See note 41. 

Still, quinoa is processed in the same facilities where other grains are processed. Therefore, 
quinoa can be processed for Pesach only under special reliable Pesach supervision. 

 .תוינטק ללכב וניא ןתשפד םיאלכמ א''פס ם''במר ןייע 40
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of kitniyos.41 On such matters, one should follow the custom of his/her 

family. In the absence of a clear custom, one may use such “kitniyos” (e.g., 

 

 לכ ללכנד ל''י תינטק תריזג ללכבד ןויכו ,ללכב םיערז לכש ןגדה ןמ רדונה ןינעל .הנ םירדנ ןייע 41

 יפלד סובנק ערז רוסאל םעט ה''כ ןמיס ל''ירהמ ת''ושב כ''כו .הריזגה ללכב ןתשפד ה''ה ןגדימד ינימ
 ןמיס ד''וי המלש תיבב כ''כו ,תוינטק ללכב וניאש ףא ל''רו לדרח ומכ ןגדימד לכ רוסאל שי ק''מסה
 ה''כו ,ןתשפ ה''ה רוסא ןגדימד ינימ לכד ק''מסכ ל''יקד ןויכ תוינטק ללכב וניא ןתשפד ףאד ז''עק
 .ג''יק ןמיס ד''התב

 םניאש ףא ןגדימד ינימ םהש םושמ םירוסאש וללה ןינוערזמ אבה ןמש רסאו 'ב ןמיס תשחרמה אבו
 כ''חאו הנתוכ ןמש רסא םדוקד ,ג:ד''יק ןמיס ד''חבו ח''לק ןמיס ג''ח י''חנמב ע''עו .תוינטק שממ
 .הכלהל ע''צב ראשנו ,תוינטק ללכב יוה אלו ירשד םיתפ תחנמו ז''ט ,)ג''פק א''ח( ם''שרהמ איבה
 תמאבו .תוינטק גהנמ לש םיללכב ג''ס ןמיס ח''וא ג''ח מ''גאב ע''עו וז גהנמב לקהל שיד הארנ ןכלו
 ןיא הברה י''אבו ,)cottonseed oil( הנתוכ ןמשב שמתשהל םלועה וגהנ ב''הראב יתוריעצב

 הנתוכ ןמש רוסאלו םוקמה גהנמב גוהנל ךירצ י''אב ותריד עבוקהד רמול השק םנמא .םישמתשמ
 וריתהש םילודג םינבר אכיא י''אב םגש דועו ,וגהנמ יפכ גהונ א''כו י''אב תוליהק הברה אכיאד ןויכ
 ,רבעב ויה יאדובו ,הנתוכ ןמש וריתה קיציוואלאס םייח ברהו קנארפ חספ יבצ ברה .הזב וליקהו
 .י''אב הזב רתיה םיגהונ ןיידע םויה ןכו

 תודועסל הזב םידיפקמש םיחרוא ןימזהל הצור םא הזב דיפקהל אוה הבוט הצעד רשפא םנמא
 .הזב דיפקהד הארנ ר''שעמב דועו ,ט''וי

Cottonseed oil falls in the category (of flax seeds) as the cotton itself is not edible and there 
is no concern of chometz grains getting mixed into the oil and there is no concern of 
people permitting ground wheat flour (see below). Nevertheless, since the flax seeds can 
be ground as one grinds other grains, there are those that refrain from using cottonseed 
oil on Pesach. 

This is important to be aware of, although one may use cottonseed oil on Pesach, such 
conduct might limit your guest list. Certain guests might avoid eating such oils and refuse 
your hospitality. However, should the oil be in a dish and unrecognizable as oil, the dish 
would be permitted to all provided there is a majority of other ingredients in the dish. 

If, however, the dish was made with cottonseed oil specifically for the person who does 
not use cottonseed oil on Pesach, that person should not eat that dish (see Shulchan Aruch 
Horav end of siman 464) 

 רקיע ןכד בתכ בקעי קחבו .םש ח''רפב כ''כו ,ירש רתיה בור שי םאש עמשמ ג''נת ס''ר א''מר ןייע
 ז''רגהו א''ייחה כ''כו רתיה בור ךירצד בתכ כ''ג ר''אבו ,אמלעב הקחרהו ארמוח איה ה''אלבש ןויכ
 ראש לכאיו קורזיו תוינטקה יניערג לוטי תוינטקה רכינ םאד ףיסוה א''חב םלוא .ט''קס ב''מבו

 .26 ןויצ םגו 19 ןויצ ליעל ןייע .לכאמה
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cottonseed oil).42 In the absence of a clear minhag refraining from flax 

seeds, one may purchase and consume flax seeds when they are packaged 

as whole grains with no additives. The manufacturer should not process 

chometz grains. It is also important to carefully check the seeds before 

Pesach for foreign matter. 

38. Kitniyos may not be eaten from chatzos erev Pesach until after Pesach, 

however, one may own and even benefit from kitniyos throughout Pesach. 

Thus, it is not necessary to sell or destroy kitniyos before Pesach. For 

example, one may use kitniyos for pet food (like millet for pet birds) and 

keep soft drinks in the house stored in a cabinet. Many sodas have corn 

syrup in them and should not be used on Pesach but can remain in one’s 

storage area. (It is advisable to have it stored in a place where it won’t 

accidentally get used on Pesach.) 

Medications and Kitniyos 

39. It is important to note that in case of medications, kitniyos restrictions are 

not applicable, and pills that have corn starch binders or brown rice 

additives would be permissible for medicinal purposes. 

 

42 Other exceptions to the rule of items that can be ground and used for cooking or baking 
include potatoes and coffee. Although they are not classical kitniyos or legumes, they can 
be ground and used like flour. Still, since historically these items never were included in 
any enactment or custom to treat as kitniyos, they have slipped through and are permitted. 
It is likely that part of the reason they were never included in a custom is because they 
were staples and they were introduced to Europe after the main legislation was made 
regarding kitniyos. Peanuts and peanut oil may also be used. Technically and halachically it 
is similar to potato starch. See note 33. 
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Infants and Kitniyos 

40. Baby formulas often have kitniyos in them and you may feed infants kitniyos 

formula just as a sick person may eat kitniyos.43 In Eretz Yisroel, however, 

Materna baby formula has a kosher LePesach production and you should 

try using that before relying on a kitniyos product. Sometimes this is 

available abroad. If you are traveling, try to take the kosher lePesach 

formula along with you to your place of destination so that you don’t have 

a problem obtaining it there. 

41. These are the principles of kitniyos that have become custom in Ashkenazi 

communities. Adhering to these principles should be viewed as a halachic 

requirement.44 

42. For a ben Eretz Yisroel: When the last day of Pesach is a Friday and 

an eruv tavshilin was made on Thursday, it is permitted to cook kitniyos on 

Friday for use on Shabbos (since Shabbos is not Pesach) in pots that are 

kosher for Pesach. (In chutz laaretz, when Yom Tov is Friday, Shabbos is 

also Yom Tov and kitniyos are forbidden on Shabbos as well.) 

 

43 However, rice and soymilk sometimes contain chometz ingredients and need a hechsher. 
44 My rebbi, Horav Shlomo Fisher, however, believes it is time for the custom of kitniyos 
to pass as the rules have become inconsistent and contradictory. Food items such as 
potatoes are permitted, and potato starch is used to make cake-like foods for Pesach. One 
of the major concerns about using kitniyos on Pesach was that one can make chometz-like 
foods with kitniyos and one may confuse them with real chometz and its products. Hence, 
in today’s industrialized world the basis for proscribing kitniyos has been neutralized. 
Therefore, in his opinion, the minhag of kitniyos should discontinue. Moreover, he believes 
that there is not enough footing to justify the minhag of kitniyos and even the Ramo would 
not have forbidden it under the circumstances today. This novel approach may be 
considered when extenuating circumstances arise involving kitniyos or when deciding 
whether a certain item should be considered kitniyos such as quinoa. 
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Items That are not Kitniyos 

43. These items are not kitniyos and may be used on Pesach even for 

Ashkenazim: Bay leaves, chia seeds, quinoa, peppercorns and psyllium 

husk. Quinoa and chia seeds often grow in proximity to grains and should 

be carefully checked before Pesach. 
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44.  

 הלוחל תוינטק יניד

 םתוא םילשבמשכ ןוכנו 45.ןלכאל רתומ ,תוינטק לישבתל ךרצנש ס''באשוח .א

  46.םיחתור רבכ םימהשכ הרידקל םסינכהל ,הלוחל

 וא ךכל ךרצנה ןטקל וא( הלוח ךרוצל חספ לש וילכב תוינטק לשיב םאו .ב

 . 47תוינטק םילכוא םניאש הלאל ע''לעמ רחאל םילכ םתואב לשבל לוכי ,)ידרפסל

 ךותש עודיש ןוגכ ,י''ב תוינטק םעט םהב שי יאדוש םילכב לכוא לשבתנ םאו .ג

 םיליטב חספב תוינטקד 48,דבעידב לישבתה רסאנ אל מ''מ ,תוינטק םהב לשיב ע''לעמ

 טלפנה תוינטקה םעט דגנכ לישבתב בור אכיא יאדובו ,א''ס ג''נת א''מרה כ''שמכ בורב

  49.לכואל הרידקהמ

  50.י''ב תוינטק םעט וב שיש הרידקב לשבל הליחתכל רוסא לבא .ד

 לוכאל ול רוסאד פ''עא ,םידרפס לצא חראתמש יזנכשא חרואד הארנ ןכלו .ה

 ח''ד וא תוינטק לש י''ב םילכב לשבתנש המ לוכאל ול רתומ מ''מ ,תוינטק ילכאמ

 

 ןושלמ ראובמ ןכ ,םלכאל ול רוסא ,תוינטקל ךרוצ וב ןיאו ס''באשוח אוה םאו .ז''קס ג''נת ב''מ 45

 .146 ןמקל אצמנה החיכש הלאשו 7 ןויצ ןייע ,םש ב''מה

 הליחתכל ונטלחי מ''מ ריתהל שיש םוקמב וליפאד ב''כק ןמיס הבושתב ס''חה םשב םש ב''מ 46

 .ל''כע א''חב כ''כו ןנינקתמ ןקתל רשפאד המ לכד ןיחתורב
 .ד''כ ק''ס ו''צת ח''רפה םהיניבו םינורחא םשב ז''כ ק''ס ג''נת ןמיס ח''הכב כ''כ 47
 .ולכואל הליחתכל רתומ לשבתנ רבכש רחאל רמולכ 48
 יריימד ד''דנב לבא .ןקרוזל ךירצ תוינטק לש ןירגרג ןיאורו רכינ םאד בתכ ח''קס ג''נת ב''מבו 49

 והשמ אלא צ''אד א''יס קחצי ראבב ע''עו .ט''קס םש ב''מב כ''שמכ ,בורב לטב ,דבלב אמעט ןינעל
 הקחרהו ארמוח איה ה''אלבד םעט ףיסוהו בורב יגסד ל''ס י''חה םגו .תוינטקהמ רתוי רתיהב
 ג''יק ןמיס ד''התה ןושלמ קיידמ א''קס ד''סת א''א ג''מפב םלוא .ז''רגהו א''יחה ד''כו ,אמלעב
 .יכה ל''יק אלד ל''נו ,םיששב םירסוא תוינטקד
 .םידיב ולטבל רוסאד עמשמ לבא רסוא וניא לישבתל לדרח לפנ םא לקימד ו''קס ד''סת ב''מע 50

 לישבתה דיזמב תוינטק לש י''ב הרידקב לשיב םאד בתכ םש ז''רגבו .ד''סת ס''ס בקעי קחב כ''כו
 .ג''עש ןמיס ז''נבאב ע''עו .הליכאב רוסא
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 וברע אל מ''מ וליבשב ופיסוהש פ''עאו ,םמצע ליבשב רקיעב ולשב ירהד ,י''בא םילכב

 51.תוינטק ונניאש לכאמה בורב לטבתנ תוינטקה םעטו .וליבשב דיזמב תוינטקה םעט

Pet Foods 

45. Many pet foods contain chometz such as wheat (cracked, flour, germ, 

gluten, ground, grouts, middlings and starch), barley (cracked, flour), oats 

(flour, grouts, hulled), pasta, rye, Xantham Gum and brewer’s dried yeast. 

The following popular pet foods usually contain chometz: Alpo, Beneful, 

Pedigree, Purina, and Science Diet Dog Food. 

46. Since Ashkenazic Jews may benefit from kitniyos on Pesach, beans, 

brewer’s rice, buckwheat, corn, millet, milo, (peanuts-for those who have 

a custom to consider kitniyos), peas, rice, safflower, sesame, soybeans, soy 

flour and sunflower seeds for instance, do not pose a problem in pet foods. 

47. Since the pet foods are not prepared in a factory with mashgiach present, 

often a bag of kitniyos may contain small amounts of grain. Therefore, it is 

advisable to purchase all of ones kitniyos pet foods before Pesach so that 

any small amount of grain mixed in the mash will become batel before 

Pesach. 

48. Bird foods - Pure sunflower seeds or millet are fine. Most other products 

contain wheat or oats. 

49. Cat food - Canned cat foods without wheat, grains, beef and milk 

products combination. The food bowl that is used during the year should 

be thoroughly cleaned before Pesach. Sometimes kitty litter is wheat 

based. Make sure to use a brand that is clay or wood based. 

50. Dog food – Same as cat food. You will need to check the item well and it 

may require a few phone calls to reach a distributor who can fax to you a 

letter attesting that a certain pet food is Kosher for Pesach. 

 

 .ש''ע תמא ערזה םשב ז''כ ק''ס ג''נת ןמיס ח''הכה כ''שממ נ''כו 51
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51. Fish food (fresh water) - additive free freeze-dried worms, krill (frozen, 

without additives). 

52. Fish food (saltwater) - frozen brine shrimp, Krill (frozen without 

additives), blood worms. 

53. Hamsters, Guinea pigs, gerbils and rabbits - Alfalfa grass and 

sunflower seeds. It is best to feed pure alfalfa pellets. Make sure it is pure 

alfalfa since it is common to add grains. Dried alfalfa may also be given. 

53.1. You can supplement with mixture of cut-up fruits and 

vegetables – carrots, broccoli, grapes, apples, melon, kale, parsley, 

oranges, celery, dry corn, sunflower seeds and cabbage. One can also 

give some matzoh. If your pet is not accustomed to these items, give 

them sparingly. 

53.2. Guinea pigs, especially, will benefit from kale, parsley and 

oranges. Hamsters, especially, will benefit from apples. Guinea pigs 

need vitamin C added to diet. 

54. Cattle- Cattle feed that has grain in it should also be changed for Pesach. 

You should purchase kitniyos such as corn. The corn mash can be fed to 

cattle over Pesach. To date, cattle feed of corn has some residual grains 

(wheat and barley) that are inadvertently in the corn at a ratio of 1-part 

grain to 500 parts corn. The feed will likely become moist and the grains 

may become chometz. Still, this is acceptable if the corn is purchased 

before Pesach. That way the grain becomes batel in the ground corn. 

55. Animal food mixes sold in stores often contain chometz. It is advisable to 

mix regular and Pesach food together one to two weeks before Pesach 

before switching completely to Pesach food. The ratio of regular and 

Pesach food should be changed slowly to get the animal used to the new 

diet. Check with your veterinarian before changing your pet’s diet. The rav 

takes no responsibility for adverse reactions. 
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56. Zoo – If you go to the zoo, do not buy any food to feed the animals; it 

often contains chometz. 

57. Selling the Animal and its chometz Food -In exceptional 

circumstances, when it is impossible to find a kitniyos substitute to feed 

your animal, there is another solution. This should only be used in 

extenuating circumstances. (It is advisable to discuss your situation with a 

reliable posek before determining that your situation warrants using this 

measure.) 

Sometimes a wheat-based diet is the only way to heal a sick animal. For 

example, should a family have a dear pet that is ill and were the pet to die 

(or be put to “sleep”) it would cause significant anguish to certain family 

members, the situation may warrant transfer of the pet and its food to a 

non-Jew.52 After the veterinarian has determined that that the only 

solution to prolong the life of the family pet without suffering (or to spare 

the life of an expensive breeding stud), is by putting the animal on a strict 

diet of wheat based foods (and it must be done over Pesach), one can 

arrange to transfer ownership of the animal and its food to a non-Jew. 

The need for this was prevalent years ago and the poskim discussed this 

extensively. See the note for more details. 

57.1. In practice, one may give his pet to a non-Jewish friend as a gift 

(Christine). Give a kennel (Doug’s Kennels) the wheat-based food. 

Since you want to make sure you’re your pet receives the correct diet, 

you wouldn’t want to allow Christine to feed the animal as she sees fit. 

 

 ילעבל םירשקתמש א''נב שיד ז''הזבד אכ:ב''כ ןמיס ה''ח ח''וא מ''גאב בתכש המ ןייצל שי בגא 52

 םהש םייח ילעב ללכב םניא ,רתויב םתוא םיבהואו ,תיבה ישנאכ םיבבותסמ םהש דע עושעשכ םייח

 םירבדהו ,ל''צז א''זשר לש םירפסב אבוה ןכו .םתוא לטלטל רתומו ,ע''ושבו ארמגב רכזנה הצקומ

 .בלה לע םיבשייתמו םירבתסמ םג
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You are not allowed to instruct her to only feed the animal chometz 

(wheat-based dog food) . However, you can recommend to Christine 

that if she doesn’t want to handle the pet or its care, she can hire a 

Doug’s Kennels to care for the animal. Explain that Doug is aware 

that someone named Christine may leave a dog with them. Doug 

already has the necessary food for the animal. Should Christine need 

to pay for the kennel, you may compensate her for her costs. Same 

kind of arrangement can be made for livestock or horse-breeders.53 

57.2. The same principle can be used in a practical way in a home 

setting where a non-Jewish domestic help lives in your complex in his 

or her own residence. Before Pesach give your pet to your domestic 

help (Catherine) as a gift. Give the chometz pet food to another non-

Jew (e.g., your neighbors domestic help, Tony). Let Catherine know 

that she can get the appropriate food from Tony across the road. 

Catherine can then get the food, bring it to her residence on your 

complex and care for the dog that was once yours. If all of these 

people are cooperative, they may return the dog to you after the 

 

 ץמחב ומטפיש עדוי אוהו חספב ירכנל ותמהב ןתיל רוסאד ג''ל ק''ס ב''מבו ז''ס ח''מת ןמיס ןייע 53

 ג''עא ץמחמ האנה רוסיא ןאכ שי מ''מ ,י''בו י''בב רבוע וניאו ותיבב ץמח קיזחמ וניאד ג''עאד

 חספ ינפל בר ןמז ירכנל ותמהב רסומ םא קרו .ג''הכב וליפא תונהיל רוסאד ,ירכנל ךייש ץמחהש

 ותמהב רוסמל רתומ ץמח הנליכאיש רוריבב עדוי וניא םאו .ד''ש ץמח וליכאהל ותוא הווצמ וניאו

 .חספ ינפל ףא

 ונליכאי ירכנהו ץמח וליכאהל ול רמאי אלש יאנתב ירכנל חספ ינפל המהבה ןתיל וא רוכמל לוכיו

 ןתיל רוסא ,המהבה ליכאהל לכוא ירכנל ןיא םא .חספה גח ךשמב ללכ ומע קסע ול היהי אלו ,ולשמ

 ןושארה ירכנל המהבה ןתיל רתומ םנמא .ץמח וליכאהל ול הרומ וליאכ הזש ,דחי ץמחהו המהבה ול

 ירכנ לצא ץמח לכוא תונקל לוכיש המהבה ול שיש ימל רמול םהיניב רסרסלו ,ינשה ירכנל ץמחהו

 .ינשה

 קר רתומ המרעהד וז ךרדב תומהבה תריכמ ינהמ אלד בתכ םיחספב וישודיחל רוש רוכבב הנהו

 ז''ט ק''ס ח''מת םייח רוקמב אבוה( ץמחמ האנה רוסיא לבא ,לטבל דמועש ץמח ומכ ןנברד רוסיאב

 ב''ס ןמיס ס''חבו .ז''י ק''ס ח''מת ת''עש ןייע ,א''משנו ס''חה ללוכ וילע םיקלוח םיברו .י''כרבבו

 .ט''ק תוא ח''הכב אבוה ,יגס חספה ימי 'זל ףאו ,'ג ינפב הנריקפי הריכמה רחאלד בתכ
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festival. It is a legal loophole that bypasses the sin of owning chometz. 

It may seem distasteful to some as if you are working around the intent 

of the Torah, but the process does work, and the Jews are not in 

violation of halochoh. Ha’aromoh, legal loopholes, are sometimes 

allowed.54 We have a religious system given by Hashem that was 

presented as national law (for good reason) and along with that legal 

system is the concept of legal loopholes. This opens a discussion 

beyond the scope of this booklet but does deserve further 

explanation.55 

57.3. It is permissible to leave your dog at a kennel and purchase kosher 

lePesach dog food for the duration of his or her stay and instruct the 

kennel to feed your animal the food that you bought for it. (You need 

not be concerned that they might also offer chometz dog food to your 

dog.) 

  

 

54 I have briefly addressed the subject in footnote 168. 

 דומע( ד''י ןמיס ומחנ תבשל השרדב א''טילש רשיפ המלש ברה ר''וממ ישי תיב ןייע ןינעב הבחרהל 55

 .)אכק
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Kashering for Pesach 

58. Utensils that are used during the year for chometz may not be used to 

prepare food for Pesach unless they are kasherable and have been properly 

kashered. 

58.1. Utensils that are chometzdik (used for chometz and will not be 

kashered for Pesach) need not be sold (and should not be sold).56 It is 

also not halachically required to move them out of reach or sight. If 

you are concerned that you may inadvertently use these utensils, you 

may wish to seal them away or move them for personal practical 

reasons. Halochoh allows them to be exposed and visible during 

Pesach. 

59. Cloth tablecloths, towels, potholders, bibs and aprons used year-round 

with chometz should be washed thoroughly with detergent in hot water 

and may then be used for Pesach even if the stains do not come out.57 

59.1. Synthetic material such as Terylene or rayon (which are made of 

chemically processed natural fibers) only can withstand a warm water 

cycle may be used on Pesach after they have gone through a warm 

washing with detergent provided there are no visible stains after they 

have been cleaned.58 

 

56 General sales of chometz performed by communal rabbis do not ( or at least should not) 
sell the utensils or flavor absorbed in the vessel. Only chometz is sold. Were the utensils 
sold, they would need tevilloh after reacquiring them after Pesach. See the section regarding 
tevillas keilim starting from section 153. 
57 This is not a hag’oloh process; it is a cleaning process. Therefore, it is sufficient for the 
water to be yad soledes bo, which is the standard definition of hot according to halochoh (see 
Mishna Beruroh 442:52). The function of the hot water is to help the detergent penetrate 
the dirt better; it is not a hag’oloh process. 
58 Rav Moshe Feinstein did not consider a warm cycle with detergent sufficient. Other 
poskim disagree and allow a warm cycle with detergent. In the instructions above we have 
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59.2. It is necessary to get new plastic tablecloths and plastic bibs for 

Pesach. 

60. Surfaces upon which only cold chometz has been placed during the year, 

such as pantry shelves, dish drying racks and refrigerators, should be 

thoroughly washed and rinsed to ready them for Pesach use.59 It is 

advisable to go over the surface with bleach or some other liquid (hereafter 

a dovor pogem e.g., Fantastik) that will make any edible crumbs inedible upon 

contact.60 Surfaces that are used for hot chometz during the year must, in 

addition, be kashered. 

 

drawn a distinction between whether the cleaned item is stained or not. Using detergent 
with warm water is good enough to be pogem any flavor if there no residual mark of the 
chometz. Should there remain a stain, one should follow the Mishna Beruroh’s instructions 
and use hot water. Otherwise the tablecloth should not be used on Pesach unless the cloth 
tablecloth is covered with a plastic sheet/tablecloth. 
59 People may put hot food in the refrigerator, but it is usually done in a way that would 
not cause the racks or shelves to absorb chometz. Hot food might be put in after being 
placed in a container, a pot or pan but it is unlikely that the food would be put directly on 
the shelf while hot. Even if the pot or pan in which the food was cooked in is still hot, and 
placed on the rack or shelf, as long as there is no liquid or moisture under the utensil to 
transmit the flavor of chometz from the walls of hot pot to the cold surface, the cold 
surface cannot absorb any chometz flavor. 

Chometz is regularly placed on highchair trays, but it rarely is the food yad soledes bo. 
Therefore, you can be clean the plastic tray well (with a dovor pagum) and used for Pesach. 
If you suspect that hot food (yad soledes bo) was placed on the tray (or a hot pot was 
temporarily placed on the tray while the tray had moisture or the bottom of the pot was 
wet), then you should get a new tray for Pesach or cover it with contact paper (usually 
peels off nicely after Pesach), a runner or even with a garbage bag and tape it down. 

If the tray is made of metal or wood, you can perform irui (pour boiling water over the tray 
area). 
60 See FAQS section 130 and 132 for applications of this rule. 
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Countertops 

61. Granite, marble, Caesarstone, wood (if it has a smooth surface), and 

stainless-steel countertops can be kashered by pouring boiling water on 

them (irui). 

61.1. Remember to first clean the surface well using a rag that has a 

dovor pogem on it.61 

61.2. Make sure the counter was not in direct contact with hot 

chometz for the 24-hour period preceding the kashering.62 

 

61 Counters made of stone, granite or marble can have a smooth, rounded edge or a raised 
lip at the edge that stops liquids from spilling on to the floor. While the lip is very practical, 
it needs special attention when kashering a counter. The lip is a piece of stone that fits 
around the stone plate and is glued on. Crumbs and other particles of chometz can 
accumulate in the point of union between the two pieces and some chometz will eventually 
fall further down. Were the lip removed, you would see residual particles of food that have 
become trapped in there over time. 

The chometz that is imbedded deeply cannot really present a halachic concern as it doesn’t 
come in contact with any Pesach food that might be placed on the counter and is not hot. 
When kashering the counter, it is only the surface area that is kashered and the cold 
chometz that is not affected by the hot water being poured will not make the counter 
chometzdik during the kashering process. Furthermore, it is likely to have become pogum 
(unfit for animal consumption) over time. However, at the seam between the lip and 
counter, there may be some crumbs and one should clean it well with a sharp tool such as 
a toothpick and go over those edges with a rag soaked with a dovor pogem so that whatever 
crumbs might remain will become pogum. 
62 For example, when kashering motza’ei Shabbos you may still use your sinks on Shabbos 
provided that it is not used with hot food or liquids. 

 ומכ ןימח ראשב שמתשהל יאשר םלוא ,תבשה ךשמב םח ץמחב שמתשי אלש יגס ןידה רקיעמ הנהו
 היהש ןיב ,ומוי ןב וניא השענו שלחנ רבכ ץמחה םעט לכ פ''כע ירהד ,הוורפ וא בלח וא רשב ,םימ
 ןמיס ד''ויב מ''וגדה תנבה יפכ א''מרו י''בה תעד ןכו .עלבנו רזחו טלפנו ילכב היהש ןיב ילכה ךות
 .כ''קס ד''צ ןמיסב ח''רפה תעד ה''כו ,ז''ס ג''ק

 ןיאו ,ינש ןמזמ ע''לעמ ןינומ ,עלבנו רזחו טלפנו ע''לעמ רבע אלש לכד ל''סו ,תרחא ך''שה תעד םלוא
 ג''כק ןמיסבו ח''י ק''ס ג''ק ןמיסבו ,ב''כ ק''ס ד''צ ןמיסב כ''כ .ע''לעמל הלוע הנושארה הייהשה
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61.3. Pour the boiling water over the entire surface 

61.4. When finished, pour cold water over the surface.63 

62. It is best to use an electric water heater that is plugged in and boiling the 

water as it is being poured over the counter, but any pot of boiling water 

that is taken off the fire with a rolling boil is also acceptable.64 A removable 

electric hot water kettle is also acceptable.65 The entire area should have 

 

 ע''לעמב םגפה ןיא יאדוד ח''רפה ירבד ריבסמו ך''שה לע המתש ד''צ ןמיסב הדוהי דיב ןייעו .ב''קס
 עלבנו רזחו ץוחב טלפנש ךכב המ כ''או ,הלחתההמ םגפנו ךלוה אלא ע''לעמ רחאל דימ ליחתמ
 .ינש ןמזמ ע''לעמה תייהש ליחתהל שי םעט הזיאמו

 עמשמו ע''לעמ ץמחב שמתשי אלש רהזיש הלעמל יתמתס ך''שכ אלד הכלהל רקיעהד הארנד רחאמו
 ןימחב שמתשי אלש יתמתס תילגנאב הרעהב םלוא .ןימח םילכאמ ראשב שמתשהל יאשר פ''כעד
 ומוי ןב אוהש ץמחה םעט טולפי ,הוורפ לש ןימחב שמתשי םאד ,ך''שה תרמוחל שוחל ונייהו ,ללכ
 .הלעגהה דע היינש העשמ ע''לעמ ההשי אלו ומוי ןב םעטב הרידקב עלביל רוזחיו

63 If you forgot to pour the cold water afterwards and only remembered much later, it is 
still kashered and you don’t need to rekasher. The cold water is effective only as long as the 
countertop is still hot. There is no point in doing it later when it is cool. 
64 It is easier to have control of a smaller, lighter pot and a smaller pot doesn’t take so long 
to reach a rolling boil. Some people try to use large pots since they hold a lot of water. 
Large pots of hot water, however, can be more dangerous, are bulky and one has less 
control pouring the water exactly where one wants it to go. Besides, the larger the pot, the 
longer it takes to reach a boil. 
65 An electric kettle usually has a cut-off switch that turns off the power as soon as it starts 
to boil. If that cut-off switch is broken or if you figured out how to by-pass it, and the 
water continues to boil until the kettle is removed from the base, such a kettle is perfect 
for kashering because the water gets so hot that one can hear it boiling while pouring it 
over the sink and counters. Often, the cutoff switch can be bypassed by keeping the lid of 
the kettle open. The water will continuously boil, and it can be used to kasher your 
countertops for Pesach. 

Kashering with a chometzdik hot water kettle? 

Halachically it is permissible to kasher utensils for Pesach using water heated in clean 
chometz utensils that had not been used for 24 hours with hot chometz. Nevertheless, it 
is customary to use kosher for Pesach utensils (pots and kettles) to heat up the water used 
to kasher utensils for Pesach. Therefore, it is best to buy a kettle especially for Pesach and 
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the hot water poured directly on it. Pour over the countertop in a 

systematic way to be certain that you reach all areas with the hot water. 

63. Surfaces that cannot be koshered for Pesach, such as Formica and ceramic 

tiles,66 should be covered with non-absorbent material such as contact 

paper, cardboard or aluminum foil (it is best to use a few layers of 

aluminum foil, as it tears easily). 

63.1. However, for the year 5781, when there are still added 

difficulties for some people, for those that still must endure 

extreme conditions it can be considered a sha’as hadchak. For 

those that find it challenging to shop and make alternate 

arrangements, one may kasher Formica and plastics for Pesach 

just as one kashers stone. 

Sink 

64. To kasher a stainless steel or granite sink, first clean it and then keep 

hot water off it for 24 hours. Then pour boiling water over its entire 

surface in a systematic fashion to make sure that every spot is hit directly 

with the boiling water. It is not sufficient to pour on one spot and let the 

water run down the sink. The same rules apply to koshering sinks as to 

 

use that one to kasher the counters and sinks for Pesach. However, if that is difficult, then 
one can use an electric hot water kettle that likely never became chometz. In other words, 
if you think that it is unlikely that any chometz was ever absorbed in any part of the electric 
kettle, then if you wait 24 hours from the last time that the kettle was used hot, you may 
use that kettle to heat up water to kasher countertops and sinks. Still, that electric water 
kettle should not be used on Pesach to heat up water for drinking. If the electric hot water 
kettle has any plastic parts that are exposed to the hot water, it is not kasherable for Pesach. 
66 Formica is kasherable from treif flavor it absorbed but ceramic tiles are not. Neither is 
generally kasherable for Pesach. This year, 5781, you may kasher Formica and plastics if 
you are still affected by Covid-19 and have difficulty kashering or obtaining utensils. 
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kashering countertops (see above). After kashering, the sink or countertop 

should be rinsed with cold water.67 

65. China, Corian and porcelain sinks cannot be kashered; dishes should 

not be placed directly into such a sink. They must be washed in a Pesach 

dishpan that sits on a Pesach rack. It is necessary to have separate dishpans 

and racks for milchig and fleishig dishes. Another option is to fully line the 

sink with a tin or plastic insert, contact paper or aluminum foil. 

Metal Utensils 

66. Metal utensils that are used with liquid (soup pots, cutlery, serving 

utensils, kiddush cups, etc.) can be kashered by first cleaning them 

thoroughly,68 not using them for 24 hours, and finally, completely 

immersing them in a kosher for Pesach pot of water that has been heated 

and is maintaining a rolling boil when the vessel is immersed. The metal 

utensil being kashered should be submerged in the boiling water for about 

 

67 If one failed to pour the cold water afterwards, and the sink cooled, it is not necessary 
to do and the sink is still kashered for Pesach. 
68 Whenever one uses the medium of hag’oloh to kasher, the surface needs to be clean of 
any caked-on-dirt, rust or other material. If the surface is not smooth enough to run one’s 
finger along without feeling resistance, this indicates that the raised, attached substance 
might block the hot water from reaching the metal or material being kashered. If the 
surface is smooth but discolored, it may be kashered with hag’oloh. 

For example, on occasion cooking utensils (especially in large or industrial kitchens) are 
marked with tape, paint or other applied symbol to designate the utensil as dairy, meat or 
parve. These can disqualify the item for hag’oloh. 

Another example: a dirty frying pan that has residual food particles that have caked on to 
the surface needing to be kashered, is not kasherable. The particles may not be considered 
as food but it does act as a barrier between the hot water and the surface of the pan. 

One could however, use libbun to kasher the pan. Libbun functions on a different principle 
than hag’oloh. Its high level of heat burns through the food particles into the pan and 
destroys any absorbed flavor in the pan. 
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fifteen seconds. This should be followed by rinsing in cold water 

immediately upon removal. The entire item does not need to be in the hot 

water at one time. One may kasher half of the utensil and then reimmerse 

to kasher the other part. Just make certain that the second immersion 

overlaps the part that was already kashered and no part of the utensil was 

left unkashered. Each item should be kashered one at a time. 

67. The utensils undergoing the kashering process may not touch each other. 

In other words, if a set of flatware is being kashered for Pesach, one cannot 

take all the knives, forks and spoons and put them in the boiling water 

together. They should be placed into the boiling water separately. A 

suggestion for kashering is to tie the pieces of silverware to a string loosely, 

leaving seven centimeters between each piece, and immerse the string of 

silverware slowly, making sure the water keeps boiling. Remove the string 

of silverware and rinse the kashered items in cold water. If tongs are used 

to grip the utensil, the utensil will have to be immersed a second time with 

the tongs in a different position so that the boiling water touches the 

initially gripped area. An alternative method, especially useful for larger 

pots, is to clean the pot inside and out, leaving it dormant for 24 hours, 

filling the pot completely with water, waiting until the water comes to a 

rolling boil, and using a pair of tongs to throw in a hot stone or brick that 

has been heated on another burner. The hot stone will cause the water to 

bubble more furiously and run over the top ridge of the pot on all sides at 

once. (Use caution, as the hot water may spray in all directions.) You can 

also pour boiling water (from a kettle or hot water heater) into the center 

of the pot and have the water spill over the edges. The kashering process 

is finalized by rinsing the pot in cold water. 

68. A pot that is not kosher for Pesach may also be used for koshering, but it 

is the custom to make the pot kosher for Pesach first. 
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69. After the Pesach kashering process has taken place, the status of these 

newly kashered utensils may be changed from milchig to fleishig or vice versa 

or to pareve. 

70. Braces, bite plates and retainers should be brushed thoroughly before 

Pesach and they may be used.69 Dentures and metal fillings do not pose a 

halachic problem on Pesach since food or drink that reaches them is not 

yad soledes bo.70 

 

69 This is true for retainers that are a hard plastic or a soft mouthpiece. While people do 
not eat with retainers on, they can drink. If one drinks hot chometz drinks with his retainer 
on, during Pesach it is recommended to avoid drinking hot drinks while wearing the 
retainer. 

Special cleaners for retainers should not be used on Pesach. As they have citric acid and 
flavors in them they may be chometz. Therefore, the cleaners should be sold or disposed 
of before Pesach. One should be concerned about the kashrus status for use all year round. 
However, if one were to wash the retainer very well after it has been cleaned (before 
Pesach) with the chometzdik cleaners and there is no residual flavor detected on the retainer, 
one need not be concerned about its non-kashrus status. However, if the cleaner is 
chometz, one may not derive any benefit from it. Hence, such cleaners should not be used 
on Pesach. 

It is advisable to clean them before Pesach with a dovor pogum (Fantastik in Israel) in case 
there are some spots that do not come off. Any calcification or residual food that has been 
cleaned with a detergent is not chometz. Afterwards, you can rinse well and insert on 
Pesach. 
70 It is unnecessary to have one’s teeth cleaned before Pesach by a dental hygienist due to 
a concern of chometz. After the chometz is in one’s mouth for a short period, it loses its 
status as chometz. (Only meat retains its status as meat for 6 hours while in between the 
teeth and that is based on a verse in Parshas Shelach “and the meat was still between their 
teeth”). This is not the case with other foods stuck between the teeth. Certainly, the 
hardened, calcified material that dental hygienists remove is kosher lepesach. It is important 
to clean one’s teeth for dental health considerations, not halachic. Calcified material found 
at the bottom of a kettle is not chometz and need not be removed. Should one wish to 
kasher the vessel for Pesach, the calcium must be totally removed. 
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71. Kashering countertops, sinks (irui), and metal utensils put in boiling water 

(hag’oloh), use a method of kashering that removes the absorbed flavor 

from the material. 

72. Libbun: There is a fundamentally different method of kashering, which 

is more powerful and destroys the chometz inside the material. This is 

called libbun gamur. Libbun gamur is the method used for kashering an 

electric range or self-cleaning oven. 

Cooktops 

73. To kasher an electric range, first scour it thoroughly. Then turn on the 

burner to the highest temperature setting for 15 minutes, or until it gets 

red-hot.71 

74. Gas grates should be put in a self-cleaning oven for kashering. Another 

method of kashering the grates is to place pots of water or a blech on all 

the grates and turn the flames on for 10 minutes. The heat is spread across 

 

71 It is easiest to check if the metal has turned red hot in a dark room. Some coils have a 
material over them that hide the red-hot metal underneath. In a dark room, it is possible 
to see the glow of the red-hot metal. Some metals never turn red hot, but they reach the 
same temperature and that is also good enough. 

Heating elements embedded in a smooth glass surface may not be kasherable. 

In general, electric cooktops pose halachic issues to use on Shabbos and Yom Tov. For 
example, electric ignitions cannot be used on Yom Tov and temperatures cannot be 
adjusted on Yom Tov. Cooktops (gas or electric) may have a light or light bar that turns 
on when the burner is turned on. Some of these light bars also increase or decrease as the 
temperature setting is adjusted. Some cooktops may also have simmer lights that turn on 
and off as one enters or exits a very low setting. 

In general, it is advisable to avoid electronic controls. After return of power from a power 
failure, these units will probably stay off. Even knobs on stovetops can be connected to a 
computer. Adjusting knobs often allow more electricity to flow and reprogram a computer 
to increase or decrease the temperature. This is forbidden. 

 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 92 

the area all the way to the end of each grate and they are kashered that 

way.72 Make sure to remove the knobs if you are using a blech to cover the 

grates. Sometimes the heat is so intense that the knobs on the side melt 

and they can be hard to replace. 

75. Glass-top stoves (Corning, Halogen or Ceran electric smooth top 

ranges) can be kashered in the area of the burners only. The most 

practical thing to do is to change the entire glass top for Pesach. If you 

wish to kasher the burners, they should be turned to high for 15 minutes. 

The area in between burners and around the grates cannot be kashered 

and you may want to cover it with foil or some other material to avoid 

running the risk that whatever falls on those areas cannot be eaten on 

Pesach. However, covering those areas may cause the glass or special 

material to crack. Since the area beyond the burner is not kasherable, any 

pot placed on the burner should not touch those areas not kashered. It is 

advisable to place a disk over the burner area (the disk should not extend 

beyond the burner area so that it does not reach the part of the glass top 

that is not kasherable). Any pot placed on the burner can then extend 

beyond the area of the burner since it will not come in direct contact with 

the glass top. If, however, a spill reaches the disk and the area beyond, the 

pesachdik pot and food and the disk may now be unusable for Pesach. If 

despite these problems, you still wish to use the glass top, it is advisable to 

 

72 Often the grates self kasher every time the flame is on and there is a pot on the grates. 
The area under the pot will be kashered automatically. The kashering of grates mentioned 
above, is likely unnecessary, but it should be done anyway to be sure that the full length of 
the grates are kashered, even the part that is not generally under the pot. 
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place trivets over the unkashered area so that you have a place to put down 

the pesachdik pots.73 

Induction Cooktops 

76. Induction cooktops may work well, but they are not usable on Shabbos or 

Yom Tov as heat is created when a pot is placed on the surface. To use an 

induction cooktop before Pesach with your Pesach equipment or to use 

the induction cooktop during chol hamoed Pesach, clean the surface very 

well and place silicon mats or runners to cover the entire surface of the 

cooktop. Silicon mats are designed to allow the magnetic attraction to 

penetrate the silicon and it serves as a separation between the surface of 

the cooktop and the bottom of the pot. It is important that no liquid 

connects the pot and the surface of the cooktop. However, since the 

silicon mat covers the entire area and is non-absorbent it will keep the 

cooktop dry were the pot to spill over. Under these circumstances, you 

can use the induction cooktop before Pesach and during chol hamoed for all 

your Pesach equipment and cooking needs. 

77. Vents above the stove top that collect the vapors and remove them from 

the kitchen can pose a serious halachic problem all year round and for 

Pesach. 

77.1. Firstly, the screen collects much hardened food particles that 

had risen with the vapors and became attached to the screen. This 

visible and real food may be chometz or even treif (milk and meat). 

The screen and entire area need to be cleaned and a spray of dovor pogem 

 

73 The trivets may touch the unkashered area. Since the trivets and unkashered area are dry, 
no flavor passes between them. The pot is only touching the Pesachdik trivet. It is 
important to avoid a situation that hot liquid connects the pot to the trivet and the trivet 
to the unkashered area. 
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(water and bleach or cleaner) should be liberally applied. Even if no 

edible food particles remain on the surface there is yet another 

concern. 

77.2. Sometimes the vents are so low that when a tall pot is used the 

vapors are yad soledes bo at the point where the vapors reach the vent 

screen. If the vapors ever became so hot that one could not keep his 

hand at that spot for 15 seconds, then whatever flavors are in the 

vapors would become absorbed into the screen. Should this happen 

during cooking on Pesach the new vapors may become hot again and 

draw out the chometz flavor in the screen and cool enough to fall back 

into the open pot under the vent.74 One would need to kasher all the 

material that is within range of a yad soledes vapor if possible. 

Alternatively, it is advisable to raise the vent high enough to avoid a 

possibility of the vapors being yad soledes bo at any point of contact with 

the vent. Obviously, removing the vent entirely also solves the 

problem.75 

Ovens 

78. A non–self-cleaning oven should be cleaned with a special oven cleaner 

such as Easy Off and not used for 24 hours. (You start your 24-hour count 

from the time the oven was last used for cooking; not from the time the 

oven cleaner was applied). After this time, it should be turned on to the 

maximum setting for forty minutes. This is referred to as libun kal and will 

 

74 If the vapors become so hot and the residual food particles remained on the screen, then 
there is a concern of cooking milk and meat together, which is forbidden all year round 
and is unrelated to Pesach. 
75 Some models of vent hoods turn on automatically when heat builds up under the hood. 
If you cook on Yom Tov, make sure that you won’t indirectly cause the vent to turn on. 
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kasher the oven, but not the broiler or the racks, which come in direct 

contact with food.76 The broiler pan cannot be kashered with the process 

 

76 Some people place pizza or other food directly on the racks on occasion. If so, they need 
libbun gamur and the racks should be koshered in a self-cleaning oven. If you always place 
pans on your racks and there is no spillage of food onto the racks (if that is possible), you 
can leave the racks in the oven and libbun kal (which will be defined later on) is sufficient. 

If there is an occasional spillage and food is not regularly placed on the racks, a libbun kal 
is acceptable bedeieved for food cooked on Pesach and lechatchiloh for food prepared in that 
oven before Pesach. 

In other words, if you are the one responsible for kashering then you should make sure to 
do a libbun gamur. Once libbun gamur was done, you can freely use that oven before Pesach 
and during Pesach without restriction. However, if someone else kashered it with a libun 
kal and you know that most of the time the rack was used with a pan or some other 
separation between the food and the rack, then you can rely on the kashering process of 
libun kal and eat food that was cooked on Pesach in that oven. See Shulchan Aruch O.C. 
451:6 where the various opinions are mentioned. The Ramo is concerned about even an 
incidental absorption of flavor whereas the Mechaber rules that one only need to be 
concerned about the way the item is used most the time. The appropriate kashering 
method is dependent on how the utensil is used most the time. (This is true per the minhag 
that kashering should only be done on a utensil that is an eino ben yomo. If you are unsure if 
the item is a ben yomo or there is some extenuating circumstance permitting one to kasher a 
ben yomo, all opinions agree that the kashering method must match the method in which 
the flavor had gone into the utensil in the last 24-hour period.) 

 פ''עא תורעק ךכלה ושימשת בר רחא וב ןיכלוה ילכ לכ ו''ס א''נת ןמיס חספ תוכלהב רבחמה בתכ
 ילכמ ןהילע הרעמש יורעב אוה ןשימשת ברש ןויכ שאה לע ןושאר ילכב םהב ןישמתשמ םימעפלש
 ז''רגבו .גהנמה אוה ןכו ןושאר ילכב תורעק ליעגהל ןירימחמ שיו םש א''מרבו .ןרשכה אוה ךכ ןושאר
 .ל''כע תונשל ןיאו ןיגהונ ןכו הנורחאה ארבסכ הליחתכל רימחהל שי הכלה ןינעלו )ז''כס א''נת( בתכ
 .םייח רוקמה ד''כו הנושאר העידא ןניכמס דבעידבד אידהל בתכ ז''מ ק''ס ב''מבו .ח''כסב ש''עו
 ךותש עודי םא ל''זו ו''מ ק''ס םש ב''מה כ''כ ,א''מרל הדומ רבחמה םג ומוי ןב אוה םאד כ''שמו

 ילכב וא יוריע י''ע אוה דימת ושימשת רקיעש פ''עא שממ ןושאר ילכב ץמחב וב ושמתשה תעל תעמ
 עמשמ ב''מה ןושלמו .ל''כע ןוביל ךירצ רואה י''ע םאו ע''וכד אבלא ןושאר ילכב הלעגה ןיכירצ ינש
 אתיירואד קפס יוה הרואכלד ע''צו ,ושימשת בר רתב ןנילזאד רבחמל ל''ס י''ב יוה יא קפס יוה םאד
 אלש עודי ןניעבו רימחהל שי קפסב םגד הארנד בתכו )ד''קס ב''כק ןמיס( ז''ע דמעד א''וזחב ןייעו
 שומיש ןיאד אבור רתב לזימל ןאכ ךייש אל מ''מ טעומ אוהש ףאו רומחה שומיש ע''לעמ ךות שמתשנ

 ע''מרה ירבד ףוסבש אלא אתיירואד אקיפס יוה קפסד םש ע''מרב ה''כו ,בורה שומיש חפקמ טעומה
 ירה .ל''כע חיכש אלד ןויכ ןנישייח אל אמתסו רבדב קפתסמ ובל אהיש ןניעבד רשפאו ,ןכ עמשמ אל
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just described. The oven walls are kashered with libbun kal, and the broiler 

needs a libbun gamur. If the area of the broiler is cleaned with oven cleaner, 

you can kasher the rest of the oven and leave the clean broiler pan itself 

non-pesachdik in the oven while baking pesachdik food in the oven if the 

broiler area and the oven are two separate systems and the vapors of the 

oven do not reach into the broiler area. If the broiler pan is replaced, the 

broiler can be kashered in a similar fashion as the oven. If one wants to 

kasher the pan or racks, libun gamur (glowing hot metal) is required. 

Placing the racks and pan in a self-cleaning oven is the one of the most 

practical ways to kasher them. 

78.1. Another way to kasher the racks with libbun gamur is to kasher it 

at the same time you are going to kasher the grates on the stove top. 

Place the oven rack on top of the stove grates, place a sheet metal or 

large oven pans over the grates and racks so the heat of the stove will 

spread to the extended arms of the grates. The racks will also get 

extremely hot and will be kashered libbun gamur that way. Make sure to 

remove the plastic knobs if they are on the flat surface of the stove. 

The heat generated from the kashering process may melt them. (It is 

also advisable to add water to the pans or pots used to spread the heat 

under them. Without the water, the pans will warp or ruin). Start the 

 

 ל''ס קפתסמ ובלשכד עמשמ ב''ממ הרואכלו אתיירואד אקיפס יוהד ל''ס רבדב קפתסמ ובלד אכיה
 .יכה רמול קחודו אמתסב יריימ ב''מהד אמינד אל םא ושימשת בר רתב ןנילזאד רבחמל

 שי חספל םילכ רשכה ןינעל םנמא ,םילכ רשכה לכב ךייש י''באב ושימשת בר רתב ןנילזאש הז ןיד
 ךיא ,והשמכ י''ב וניא ןידד ןויכו ,חספב לוטיב ינהמ אלו ,והשמב חספב ץמח ירהד תושקהל
 טועימל הרשכהה הליעוה אל ירהו ,י''ב וניא אוהו הרקמב ץמח םעט םהב ועלבנש םילכב םישמתשמ
 ןמז םדוק הלעגהב םימב לטבתנ רבכ ץמחה םעט ,רוסיא ןמז םדוק אהי הלעגהד ןויכ ל''יו ,ושימשת
 וניאש רבדב רועינו רזוח הזב ךייש אלו .חספב ילכב שמתשמשכ והשמב רסוא וניא ןכלו רוסיאה
 תושממ וב ןיאש ץמח םעטש הדומ )ד''ס ז''מת ןמיס ןייע( ם''במרה ףאד ,תועילב לש םעט אלא
 ץמחה םעט ירה אכהו ,א''כ ק''ס ז''מת ןמיס ב''מב ראובמכ רועינו רזוח וניא חספה םדוק לטבתנש
 .חספה ינפל םימב לטבתנ רבכ
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stove and heat all burners at maximum temperature for five minutes. 

The grates and racks will be kashered for Pesach and you can use the 

oven and racks for cooking on Pesach. A similar approach can be done 

using your gas grill (or braai). If you can place the racks of the grill 

(braai) or oven in between the heat source and the rocks or coals on 

top of it, and turn on for five minutes, it will kasher the grill and oven 

racks. (See more about kashering a grill.) 

79. Libun kal is an acceptable way of kashering all parts of the oven that do 

not come in direct contact with food or with pots that have moisture or 

liquid on the outer surface. The walls of the oven that do not touch food 

are kashered with libun kal. Racks often come in direct contact either with 

food (which might inadvertently have been placed on the rack) or pots of 

food that were sticky of had some spillage of liquids which made contact 

between the pot and the rack, should not be kashered with libun kal if you 

plan on using the oven on Pesach. 

80. If you plan to do all your cooking before Pesach, then it is sufficient to 

kasher the oven and racks with libun kal. When putting food in a pot on 

the rack, generally, it is all dry and flavor cannot pass from metal to metal 

without a liquid medium. Even if something spilled and some chometz 

flavor did pass to the food, the chometz flavor would not affect the 

kashrus of the Pesach food. Since 24 hours has transpired since the 

chometz was used on the rack, the flavor is pagum and cannot ruin any 

Pesach food absorbing the flavor before Pesach. However, should liquid 

spill while cooking on Pesach and the sides of the oven or the racks 

touched a pot of food at a point where there was moisture or liquid, the 

food may be forbidden to eat. A competent Rav need be consulted. 
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Therefore, if one wants to cook on Pesach, it is best to do libun gamur on 

the racks and avoid any pot from touching the sides of the oven.77 

81. Warming drawers cannot be kashered because the heat setting does not 

go high enough to constitute libbun. The warming drawer should be 

cleaned, sealed, and not used for Pesach. If it is part of an oven, the rest 

of the oven can still be kashered and used for Pesach. 

82. Many microwave ovens without browning elements or convection can 

be kashered. If the walls do not exceed 120 degrees Fahrenheit (49° 

Celsius) during cooking, it is certainly cool enough, and one only needs to 

clean it well. Otherwise, to see whether your microwave gets too hot, cook 

a potato in it for about five minutes and then open the door before it has 

finished its cycle. Then immediately check the temperature of the ceiling 

and walls. If you can keep your hands there for 15 seconds, the oven walls 

never reached yad soledes bo and they have not become treif or chometzdik.78 

Many microwave ovens can pass this test. If yours does, just clean the 

oven walls very well with a cleanser so that the surfaces are clean. Any 

 

77 Ovens today have become more sophisticated and complex. After one has kashered his 
oven, one still needs to make sure that it is halachically permissible to use during Shabbos 
or Yom Tov. Some models shut off the heating elements when the oven door is opened 
or shortly thereafter (within 90 seconds) and turn the oven back on when the door closes. 
Both actions are forbidden to do even on Yom Tov. Opening and closing the oven door 
may activate a light, icon or tone. When buying a new appliance nowadays, it is important 
to see it work in action and learn all the features before using it on Yom Tov (and Shabbos). 
There is a great feature in some ovens called timed bake that allows the food to bake until 
a set time. This can be used for Friday night. Often, however, the end of the timed bake is 
announced with icons, tones, or displays which are cancelled when the door is opened or 
needs to be manually turned off. A nagging buzzer can disrupt the tranquility of Shabbos. 
78 If you are comfortably able to keep your hand there and don’t feel a need to retract it 
due to the hot temperature, it is not yad soledes bo. If, however, it is very hot and painful to 
keep your hand there, but you can withstand the heat and pain, it may be yad soledes bo and 
should not be kashered. 
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residual food matter should become pagum from the bleach or cleansing 

agent. (Lechumro, place a cup or bowl of water inside and boil for at least 

twenty minutes.) Once the microwave oven is kashered or passed the test, 

you still must put in a new glass tray or cardboard on the bottom. The 

glass tray that was used for chometz cannot be used for Pesach and cannot 

be kashered. 

83. Self-cleaning ovens may be operated on the cleaning cycle and then used. 

It is preferable to kasher a self-cleaning oven and use it for Pesach than to 

kasher a regular oven in the way described above. Self-cleaning is 

considered libbun gamur,79 whereas the kashering of an oven by turning on 

to the highest temperature is libbun kal. 

Grills 

84. A grill cannot be kashered by just turning on the gas or electricity. Since 

food is roasted directly on the grill, it requires libbun gamur, which means 

that it must be heated to a glow to be used. This can be done either by 

using a blowtorch (which should only be done by qualified and 

experienced personnel) or by sandwiching the grates between charcoal 

briquettes and setting them on fire. Alternatively, the grates of the grill can 

be replaced. The part of the grill cavity that is level with the grate must 

also be kashered by heating it to a glow. This is because food is likely to 

have touched that area during barbecuing. The empty grill cavity must be 

kashered by cleaning, closing the hood and setting it to broil for forty 

minutes. 

 

79 In order for a self-cleaning cycle to be considered libbun gamur it needs to reach 900° F 
(483° C) for two hours. Check with the manufacturer of your oven or check the 
temperature reached during the cycle to verify that it attained the correct temperature. Not 
all self-cleaning ovens get this hot. 
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85. Inserts such as griddles that come into direct contact with food are treated 

the same as a grill. Therefore, they too would require application of direct 

heat until the surface glows red. Otherwise, the insert should be cleaned 

and not used for Pesach. If the grill has side burners, they should be treated 

like cooktop grates (assuming no food has been placed directly on them). 

86. It is easiest to determine that the metal has been brought to a glow in a 

darkened room. Often, it is more practical to purchase a new grill for 

Pesach. 

Dishwashers 

87. Technically, dishwashers can be kashered if they have a stainless-steel 

interior and there is no heating element inside the dishwasher that heats 

up the water. The dishwasher must be thoroughly cleaned. A dovor pogem 

(e.g., cleanser) should be used on every screw, crevice or area that cannot 

be totally cleaned. 

88. After waiting 24 hours from the last time chometz was used, run a 

complete cycle with soap. If the dishwasher heats up its own water, you 

have to make sure that the water in the kashering cycle reaches boiling; 

this is difficult to verify. 

89. After the interior has been kashered, you will also need to replace all the 

racks, rubber and plastic parts (e.g., pumps and hoses). Generally, it is 

impractical to kasher any dishwasher and it is not recommended.80 

89.1. This year, 5781, one may kasher the dishwasher (stainless 

steel) and all plastic parts if you are still affected by Covid-19 and 

 

 ב''מב דוע ןייעו .ד''ק ס''ס א''ח ח''וא .ט''כו ח''כ ןמיס ב''ח ד''ויו ,ח''נ ןמיס ג''ח ח''וא מ''גא ןייע 80

 .ןיחתור ילב הלעגה ינהמ יא ןינעל ח''קסו ז''קס ב''נת

 ח''כ ןמיס ג''חו ו''מ ןמיס ב''ח ג''מ ןמיס א''ח ד''וי מ''גא ןייע ףרטמ םילכ חידמ תלעגה ןינעלו
 .פ''ג ליעגמ םא לודג ךרוצ תעשב ח''בי ךות וליפאו לודג דספהב ח''בי רחא ליעגהל רשפאד
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cannot find other solutions. For more instructions, see Corona 

Torah at the end of booklet. 

90. If you are not kashering your dishwasher for Pesach, it still should be 

checked to see if there are any dishes or utensils that have yet to go through 

a cycle and may have chometz on them.81 

  

 

81 It is recommended to inspect a dishwasher that was used during the year for chometz as 
part of the bedikas chometz process. After the dishes have gone through a cleaning cycle, any 
residual chometz that may have been left on the dishes or cutlery will get washed away in 
the draining process or remain caked to the sides or get into the filter and become inedible 
to the point of losing its status as chometz. The standard way of using a dishwasher is to 
add detergent to the cycle. Any chometz found in the dishwasher after the last cycle is 
permissible to own (as it is not halachically chometz (nifsal mei’achilas kelev). Nevertheless, 
it is recommended to open the dishwasher and visually inspect the cavity and the racks for 
a kezayis of chometz before or on the night of bedikas chometz. Food particles that entered 
the filter area are inedible and one is not required to disassemble the filter and check for 
chometz there. However, for those who scrub and clean before Pesach to remove any 
amount of chometz (or what once was chometz) from their home, are reminded to check 
the filter of the dishwasher as well. While this is not necessary to do, one should not protest 
or ridicule anyone who does such a thorough bedikoh. 
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List of Kitchen Utensils that Should not be Kashered 

91. Kitchen items that should not or cannot be kashered: An electric 

mixer, blech, plata for Shabbos, bread machine, Crock-Pot, sandwich 

maker, toaster/toaster oven, hand blender,82 knives with plastic handles, 

Pasta Maker, waffle iron, enameled pot, and anything made of china, 

Corelle, Arcolac, CorningWare, Melmac, plastic (e.g., colander), porcelain, 

porcelain enameled pots, Pyrex, Silverstone, stoneware (man-made stone 

and a type of ceramic), synthetic rubber, or Teflon cannot be kashered for 

Pesach. These items should be washed thoroughly and put away in a 

completely sealed off area until after Pesach. It is advisable to go over the 

surfaces of the item with bleach or some other liquid that will make any 

edible crumbs inedible upon contact. One can also put bleach and water 

in a spray bottle and spray into the hard-to–reach areas such as in a toaster. 

Kitchen Items that Can be Kashered and Recommendations 

92. A meat grinder can be taken apart, cleaned well and all metal parts can 

be kashered with hag’oloh. All plastic parts should be replaced with new 

ones and kept for Pesach usage from year to year. 

93. Metal mesh butcher gloves can be kashered by soaking in an oil and 

grease remover for at least an hour, cleaning well with inedible cleansers 

and perform hag’oloh or irui keli rishon. 

94. Metal surfaces used for weighing cold food (as is found in a fruit and 

vegetable store) should be removed from the scale, cleaned well with a 

 

82 Often the hand blender is made of metal and plastic and is used by inserting into a hot 
vegetable soup and purees the vegetables. Since the pot was used for noodles or other 
chometz, the flavor of chometz may have entered the plastic part of the blender and is 
impossible to kasher for Pesach. 
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dovor pogem and reattached to the scale. If it is certain that no hot food was 

placed on its surface, it need not irui keli rishon. 

95. An electric meat slicer can be kashered by removing the circular blade, 

cleaning all parts of the machine that potentially come in contact with food 

and perform hag’oloh on the blade and irui on all other metal parts. Be 

careful not to ruin the motor and electrical equipment with the water. 

96. Electric cheese graters can be disassembled, all parts cleaned well with 

a dovor pogem, the blade should undergo hag’oloh and all plastic parts should 

be replaced with new ones and kept aside for Pesach use from year to year. 

97. Tongs can be cleaned well with a dovor pogem and kashered with hag’oloh. 

98. Fish scale removers (simple or electric) can be kashered by cleaning well 

with a dovor pogem and hag’oloh on the head. A brush (manual or electric) 

used to clean the inside of fish can be cleaned very well with a dovor pogem 

(let it sit with the caustic material on it for 5 minutes) and rinse well. 

99. Plastic sealing machines should be cleaned well (especially the heating 

element) and operated at the highest temperature for a half an hour. 

100. Containers holding pickled items need to be cleaned well with a 

dovor pogem and undergo hag’oloh. 

101. Sieves should be replaced and not kashered for Pesach.83 

102. There are a number of practical considerations used when presenting 

the items and the recommendation for kashering in this section. Not 

always does the recommendation follow the logical outcome of the 

principals of halochoh as mentioned earlier. Still, I have shared my 

recommendation as to what should be done to best avoid problems and 

have chosen not to offer halachic reasons for the sake of brevity.  

 

 .ח''יס א''נת ח''וא ע''וש 83
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Glass 

103. Glass was expensive and hard to obtain a century ago and it was 

customary to kasher drinking glasses by immersing them in cold water for 

three 24-hour periods. This is accomplished by submerging the glasses for 

24 hours. The water should then be poured out and replenished and let sit 

for another 24 hours. This procedure should be repeated a third time, for 

a total of 72 hours. This procedure of submerging cannot be used for 

Pyrex or glass that was used directly on the fire or in the oven. In general, 

kashering glasses is not recommended anymore. Wherever glasses are 

readily available for purchase, special glasses for Pesach are preferable. 

Arcoroc and Corelle should be treated as glass for kashering purposes.84 

 

84 Glass is a unique material that raises various possibilities with regard to kashering. As a 
general rule, I recommend obtaining new Pesach glass utensils, as mentioned above. 
However, I shall offer a brief survey of the relevant halachos of glass as it is relevant for all 
year around and in exceptional circumstances during Pesach as well. 

Glass cookware is made by melting a mixture of silicone dioxide and other minerals, 
followed by controlling cooling. In contrast to metal which has a certain amount of surface 
roughness, glass has zero porosity; i.e., it is too small to measure with instruments. A glass 
utensil thus presents a “continuous phase” in contact with food and is highly unlikely to 
absorb any food particles at all, in contrast to metal which has some surface porosity. Glass 
is unaffected chemically by foods, corroded only by strong alkali, strong acids, or by 
hydrofluoric acids, all of which are not found in foods. 

This leads many to be rule that glass cannot absorb flavor and cannot become treif or 
chometzdik. Others treat glass as other utensils that can absorb flavor and it can be removed 
through kashering processes and still others that view glass as ceramics that absorb flavor 
but cannot explete flavors that have been absorbed. Compound that with the awareness 
that some glass is made with metal and other materials so they can withstand heat. This 
yields numerous factors to consider when coming to a clear halachic ruling regarding 
kashering glass for Pesach and all year round. 
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The following laws are my recommendations and ruling regarding kashering of glass all-
year-round (i.e. for non-chometz, non-kosher usage). Adherence to these guidelines are a 
way to ensure that you are keeping kosher properly. 

1. Glass includes Arcoroc, Duralex and Pyrex. Corelle and Crystal. Melmac is a plastic. 
CorningWare should be treated as earthenware. 

2. It is advisable to have separate drinking glasses for dairy and meat usage. Nevertheless, 
it is halachically acceptable to use the same glass for cold or hot drinks during meat 
and dairy meals. This is often done when using whiskey glasses. Glasses used for both 
types of meals should be washed separately and not together with the other dairy or 
meat dishes. Under no circumstance should they be put in the same dishwasher with 
other dairy or meat items. Once they have been put into a dishwasher, they should be 
treated as if the food had been cooked on the glass and the principles in the next 
paragraph apply. 

3. Utensils made of glass used for baking cooking or roasting should only be used for 
either dairy or meat, not both. Glass utensils used for cooking on the fire or in the 
oven cannot be kashered from dairy to meat or from chometz to Pesach. 

4. Glass dishes such as salad bowls or other dishes that are used for cold or kli sheni foods, 
may be used for both dairy and meat meals. 

Halachic Principles of Kashering Glass from chometz 

5. The Mechaber in Hilchos Pesach (O.C. 451:26) rules that glass does not absorb flavor 
and thus if used with chometz, after it is cleaned out well may be used for Pesach 
without being be kashered. The Ramo, however, adds that since glass is made from 
sand, the custom of Ashkenazic Jewry is to consider glass like kheres (pottery or ceramics) 
and it should be treated as if it does absorb flavor and the flavor will never leave and 
thus one should not kasher glass that was used with hot chometz for Pesach. Still, the 
Rama in Darkei Moshe [cited by the Magen Avrohom (451:49)] writes that if one did 
Hagolah on glass, and then cooked with the glass, bidi’eved the food need not be 
destroyed and may be eaten on Pesach. In other words, lichatchilo glass is not kasherable 
for Pesach but if one did kasher the glass and the food was already prepared, bdei’avad 
the food may be eaten on Pesach. 

Halachic Principles of Kashering Glass from non-chometz issurim 

6. The K’neses Hagedolah (Y.D. 121:25) writes that some only accept the minhag (custom) 
referred to by the Ramo (i.e. to consider glass like kheres-ceramic) regarding chometz 
and Pesach; however, with regard to other non-kosher products used with glass while 
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hot, the halochoh of Ashkenazim is to view glass as if it does not absorb at all (like the 
opinion of the Mechaber for Pesach). 

7. The Seridei Aish (I:45) adopts a modified version of this. He writes that for shar issurim 
(kashrus matters all-year-round), the halochoh is to consider it as if the glass had 
absorbed the non-kosher flavor, but one may kasher it normally as it is was metal. 

8. There is no indication from the Shulchan Aruch to support the Knesses Hagedolah or 
the Sridei Aish’s opinion. The contrary seems true. In Yoreh De’ah (121:3), the 
Shulchan Aruch writes that the halachos of hagalos klei nochrim are the same as for Pesach, 
except for the few differences listed. If the Ramo held that avoiding the kashering of 
glass was a minhag exclusively for Pesach, it should have been noted there. Therefore, 
Ashkenazim should consider kashering glass even from shar issurim as bidi’eved (and this 
is the operative policy of the OU). That means, one should not kasher glass, but if one 
did kasher the glass and food was cooked, the food is kosher. It is noteworthy, that the 
Ramo only mentions to be stringent with glass as a custom (minhag), not halochoh. When 
situations arise in which one need not practice customs or if the equivalent of a bidi’eved 
situation arose, one may rely on the Mechaber and assume that no flavor had been 
absorbed. 

8.1. Crystal glasses that were most likely used just for non-kosher wines and whiskies, 
were most likely just hand-washed with soap and warm water, may be accepted as 
a gift. It is unlikely that they absorbed non-kosher flavor through heat. It is 
unlikely they were used to serve hot they most likely not put soup. It is also 
unlikely they were washed in a dishwasher with non-kosher food. Even if so, the 
soap added would be pogem (negatively affect) any flavor that might be absorbed. 
Since the absorption of flavor by glass is considered a minhag (custom) and not 
halochoh, one may be lenient in such a circumstance. They should be treated as 
drinking glasses and kashered using the soaking method. Submerge the clean 
glasses in water for 24 hours. Change the water and repeat this procedure another 
two times. The crystal, delicate glasses have now been soaked for a total of 72 
hours in three different cycles of water and can be used for kosher products. 

9. Some industrial vats that cook flavors and pharmaceuticals are made of metal and lined 
with enamel (kheres) or glass. The glass lining is there to protect the metal from 
corrosion as the liquids cooked in them have a low ph level (high acidity level) (this 
may be halachically significant as the vessels should be viewed as having been cooked 
with devorim charifim-sharp foods). A vessel that is lined with glass, and certainly if it is 
metal lined with enamel, should not be kashered. 
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104. It’s important to note that where libbun kal helps, certainly libbun gamur 

is good; where hag’oloh helps, surely libbun kal is good; where irui helps, 

certainly hag’oloh and libbun work. 

105. Special Pesach Utensils: It is recommended that the following items 

be bought new for Pesach and not kashered: drinking glasses,85 baby 

bottles,86 blech, plata,87 plastic colander, dishwasher, water pitchers, coffee 

maker, hot water urn that was used around chometz, Crock-Pot, china, 

Corning Ware, Pyrex, sandwich maker, toaster, and toaster oven. 

  

 

85 See next note. 
86 Under special circumstances, one can wash use glasses and baby bottles that were used 
all year round, for Pesach. Glasses that were used for cold drinks only and baby bottles 
that generally do not contain very hot drinks, may still have absorbed chametz flavor when 
they were washed with hot water and there was chametz nearby. Nevertheless, if one was 
unable to obtain new glasses for Pesach or was unable to complete the cycle of 72 hours 
of kashering of the glasses and finds himself without glasses for Pesach, or a baby bottle 
got lost or an infant is particular about which bottle they drink from, in all these situations 
one may wash the glasses or bottles out very well with soap and rinse them and use them 
for cold drinks on Pesach. Glasses that are tall and narrow and bottles may be hard to clean 
well since the entire inner surface may not be accessible. Make sure that you are able to 
clean every part of the bottle. Should a person have a bottle of that was not used for 
chometz (e.g., water canteen or cup used when biking or jogging) and you are positive that 
it was not used for chometz (by you or anyone else) and was not washed with hot water 
near chometz, one may wash and rinse the container well and use for Pesach (see Shulchan 
Aruch O.C. 551:6). However, most often people can’t be sure that it wasn’t used around 
chometz. 
87 See FAQS section 126 and 145 regarding using a blech and plata double wrapped. 
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 חספב הלוח יניד

 

הנכס וב שיש הלוח  

 וב ןיא ול שיש הלחמהש ןיב ,ונכסל הלולע ול שיש הלחמהש ןיב ,ס''בישוח .106

 תואפרתהל רתומ  88,תנכוסמ איהש תרחא הלחמל איבהל הזמ הלולע לבא הנכס

 .םהב תומיש אלו ןנישרדו םהב יחו רמאנש ,ותאנהמ ןיבו ותליכאמ ןיב ,ץמחמ

 ס''בישוחש ידכ םלוא 89.תורומחה 'ג דבלמ שפנ חוקיפ ינפמ ת''הכ תיחדנד עודיו

 90:םיאנת השלש םייקתיש ךירצ האופרל ץמח לכאי

 .חספה רחאל דע תופורתהו האופרה תוחדל א''אש .106.1

 .רוסיאב קר רתיהב תואפרתהל ךרד ןיאש .106.2

 .העודיו הקודב הפורת איה םיחקולש הפורתה .106.3

 ינפל םיששב ולטבל ןוכנ ,ץמח לש תופורתל ךרוצה לע עדונ גחה ינפל םא .107

 .ןמקל ראובמ לוטיבה ןפוא .ןסינ ו''ט לש המחה תעיקש

הנכס וב ןיאש הלוח  

 תואפרתהל ,)תושפנ תנכס ידיל אביש ךייש אלד רמולכ( ,ס''באשוחל רוסא .108

 רוסיאמ וליפאו ץמח לש והשמ רוסיאמ וליפא ,חספב ץמח תאנה וא תליכאמ

 .ץמח לש ןנברד

 ונממ תונהיל ירש ס''באשוחד לקהל שי חספה וילע רבעש ץמח ןינעל םנמא .109

 91.ולכאל היל ירש ףאו

 

 ריעה ינב לכש cholera תלחמ תעשב הוצ רטנלס לארשי 'רש המ עודיו .א''צס ג''ח ח''וא מ''גא 'ע 88 

 ידכ ןכלו .םיבער ויה אל וליאמ רתוי םיבערב קבדיל הלחמה הלולעש ,כ''הויב ומוצי אל םיאירבה
 .הרות רוסיא ריתה ,ולחי אלש
 ע''גו ז''עמ ץוח הנכס םוקמב הרותבש ןירוסיאה לכב ןיאפרתמו ו''ה ת''הוסימ ה''פ ם''במרה ל''ז 89

 .ל''כע םהב םיאפרתמ ןיא הנכס םוקמב וליפאש ד''שו
 .'ו ןמיס תושדחה ח''בה תבושת םשב א''קס ו''סת ןמיס ת''עשב אצמנ ז''כ 90
 הליכאב ה''הד עמשמ וירבד תמיתסמו .ל''זח ורזג אל ילוח םוקמבד ד''קס ו''סת צ''העשמ מ''כ 91

 הרות לשכ והאשעש רשפאד ן''רהו א''בשרה םשב איבהד א''קס ו''סת י''חב ןייע םנמא ,ורזג אל
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תוינטק  

 םתוא םילשבמשכ ןוכנו 92.ןלכאל רתומ ,תוינטק לישבתל ךרצנש ס''באשוח .110

 93.םיחתור רבכ םימהשכ הרידקל םסינכהל ,הלוחל

 וא ךכל ךרצנה ןטקל וא( הלוח ךרוצל חספ לש וילכב תוינטק לשיב םאו .111

 94.תוינטק םילכוא םניאש הלאל ע''לעמ רחאל םילכ םתואב לשבל לוכי ,)ידרפסל

 ךותש עודיש ןוגכ ,י''ב תוינטק םעט םהב שי יאדוש םילכב לכוא לשבתנ םאו .112

 חספב תוינטקד ,95דבעידב לישבתה רסאנ אל מ''מ ,תוינטק םהב לשיב ע''לעמ

 םעט דגנכ לישבתב בור אכיא יאדובו ,א''ס ג''נת א''מרה כ''שמכ בורב םיליטב

 96.לכואל הרידקהמ טלפנה תוינטקה

 97.י''ב תוינטק םעט וב שיש הרידקב לשבל הליחתכל רוסא לבא .112

 לוכאל ול רוסאד פ''עא ,םידרפס לצא חראתמש יזנכשא חרואד הארנ ןכלו .113

 ח''ד וא תוינטק לש י''ב םילכב לשבתנש המ לוכאל ול רתומ מ''מ ,תוינטק ילכאמ

 אל מ''מ וליבשב ופיסוהש פ''עאו ,םמצע ליבשב רקיעב ולשב ירהד ,י''בא םילכב

 

 שיד הארנ מ''מו .ואיבהד ח''קס ו''סת ח''הכב ןייעו .ולכאל ס''באשוחל רוסא אהיו הליכא ןינעל
 תמיתסכו ,רשפא ךרדב ובתכ קר םינושארהו ןנברדמ אלא וניאד חספה וילע רבעש ץמחב לקהל
 .צ''העשה
 .ז''קס ג''נת ב''מ 92
 הליחתכל ונטלחי מ''מ ריתהל שיש םוקמב וליפאד ב''כק ןמיס הבושתב ס''חה םשב םש ב''מ 93

 .ל''כע א''חב כ''כו ןנינקתמ ןקתל רשפאד המ לכד ןיחתורב
 .ד''כ ק''ס ו''צת ח''רפה םהיניבו םינורחא םשב ז''כ ק''ס ג''נת ןמיס ח''הכב כ''כ 94
 .ולכואל הליחתכל רתומ לשבתנ רבכש רחאל רמולכ 95
 יריימד ד''דנב לבא .ןקרוזל ךירצ תוינטק לש ןירגרג ןיאורו רכינ םאד בתכ ח''קס ג''נת ב''מבו 96

 והשמ אלא צ''אד א''יס קחצי ראבב ע''עו .ט''קס םש ב''מב כ''שמכ ,בורב לטב ,דבלב אמעט ןינעל
 הקחרהו ארמוח איה ה''אלבד םעט ףיסוהו בורב יגסד ל''ס י''חה םגו .תוינטקהמ רתוי רתיהב
 ג''יק ןמיס ד''התה ןושלמ קיידמ א''קס ד''סת א''א ג''מפב םלוא .ז''רגהו א''יחה ד''כו ,אמלעב
 .יכה ל''יק אלד ל''נו ,םיששב םירסוא תוינטקד
 .םידיב ולטבל רוסאד עמשמ לבא רסוא וניא לישבתל לדרח לפנ םא לקימד ו''קס ד''סת ב''מע 97

 לישבתה דיזמב תוינטק לש י''ב הרידקב לשיב םאד בתכ םש ז''רגבו .ד''סת ס''ס בקעי קחב כ''כו
 .ג''עש ןמיס ז''נבאב ע''עו .הליכאב רוסא
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 ונניאש לכאמה בורב לטבתנ תוינטקה םעטו .וליבשב דיזמב תוינטקה םעט וברע

 98.תוינטק

 

םירתומ םירודכ  

 

 אל .ותאופרל חספב םעלובל רתומ רומג ץמחמ םייושע םא ףא תולולגו םירודכ .114

 צ''א אנידמו .אמלעב םישוחימל ףאו ס''באשוחל ףא אלא ס''בישוחל איעבימ

 ולספנ ירהד תוילבטו תולולג ,םירודכ םהש תופורתל תורשכ יכירדמב קודבל

 99.לכוא ללכב םניאו חספ םדוק בלכ תליכאמ

 

ץמח אוהש לכוא רודכב שישכ  

 

 .םעט וב אהיש ידכ הליכאל יוארה יופיצב רודכה םיסכמ םימעפל הנהו .115

 אבש (grain alcohol) להכ םהב שי םימעפל ,םילזונב םיאב םהש תופורת ה''הו .116

 הפורתל םיפיסומש םעטב ץמח שי םימעפלו ,רומג ץמח אוהו ןגד ינימ תשמחמ

 יואר )לזונב םיאבש וא ,יופיצ םהב שיש( ,ולאכ תופורתל .ותותשל לק אהיש ידכ

 .חספל םירשכ םהש ררבלו הנש לכ םיאצויש תורשכה יכירדמב קודבל

 ךרד הנשי ןיידע ,ץמח אוהו ,הקשמ אוהש וא םעט וב שיש הפורת שי םא םלוא .117

 ךות ץמחה ברעיש ונייהו .חספ ינפלמ ךכל ןיכהל ךרטציד אלא ,חספב םתוא תחקל

 100.חספ ינפל םיששב לטב ץמחד םיששב לטב היהיש דע חספ ינפל לכאמ

 

 .ש''ע תמא ערזה םשב ז''כ ק''ס ג''נת ןמיס ח''הכה כ''שממ נ''כו 98
 ב''ח ח''וא מ''גאב בתכ רבכ מ''מ ,לכואל היבשחאד םושמ רסאיד ד''סו ועלובל ותנווכד פ''עאו 99

 ז''יעכו .האופרל ןילטונ םיסואמו םירמ םירבד ףאד האופרל חקולש רבדב היבשחא ךייש אלד ב''צס
 אל ,המודכו רודככ וקיזחהל ץמח םימסב ברועמ םא ףאד 'ח ק''סס ז''טק ןמיס ח''ואב א''וזחה בתכ
 .הליכאל םייואר ןניא םא םעלובל ריתמ ןכלו ,םימסה לע ותעדד היבשחא ןאכ ךייש
 .ב''ס ז''מת 100
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 חספב ולכואל ד''ע חספ ינפל ץמח לטבל רוסאד ל''ס 101םיקסופה בורד פ''עאו .118

 ידכ חספ ינפל ץמח לטבל םיליקמה םיקסופ שי מ''מ 102,םידיב רוסיא לטבמכ יוהד

 עירכה רבכו 103,רתיה ןמז אוה ירהד רוסיא ונניא חספ ינפלד ל''סד ,חספב ולכואל

 םיכמוס םיקסופהו ,ןיליקמה לע ךומסל שיד רשפא ד''העשבד כ''קס ג''נת ב''מב

 104.ס''באשוחל תופורתל עגונש המב ז''ע

 לכד 105א''וזחב בתכ ,חספב ולכואל הצורו ,לכואב ץמחה ברעמש רחאל םלוא .119

 ,היבשחא ןאכ שי חספב ולכאל אבשכ ,חספב ץמחה לוכאל מ''ע םידיב ברעמש

 ובישחמו ץמח וכותב לטבתנש רומג לכוא יוהו הליכאמ לספנ ז''יא אתשה ירהד

 ץמח והשמ ותוא םג אלא לכוא אבישח ארקיעמ לכוא היהש המ קר אלו ,לכואכ

 בושח לכואכ לכואב ברעתנד אתשה ,הליכאמ לספנ היה ארקיעמ םא ףא ,וכותבש

 הז לכואמ תושעל ךרטצי ה''ושמו ,היבשחא םושמ ןנברדמ רסאיו ,הידיד יבגל

 אכיל זאד ועלובלו ריינב ופטעל וא ,הסומכה עולבלו ,)capsules( תוסומכ

 106.היבשחא

 

ץמח ילכב לשבתנ  

 

 םינחוט םינטקל התוקשהל ידכו ,ץמח םניא היביכרמ לכש הפורת שי םא הנהו .120

 אלא ץמח ונניא כ''גש רכוסל הניחטהמ האבה הקבאה םיפיסומו הפורתה

 םיעט (syrup) פּאריסל ותושעל ידכב 107ומוי ןב וניא ץמח ילכב לכה םילשבמש

 

 .ןירסוא ריאמ תיבו ,ח''רפ ,ם''רהמ ,ן''ר ,א''בשרהד ל''קס ג''נת צ''העש ןייע 101
 םיששב חספה םדוק הליחתכל ץמח ברעל רוסאד םינורחאה ובתכ ב''ק ק''ס ז''מת ב''מה ל''ז 102

 .ל''כע חספ רחא דע ותוהשל ידכ םיששב ברעל רתומ לבא חספב ולכואל ידכ
 .א''חו ה''מ ק''ס ג''נת א''מו ז''ט ק''ס םש י''חו ה''קס ז''מת ז''טה ד''כו 103
 .ינשה יאנתב ס''בישוחב ל''כשמע ,רוסיאה טעמל ידכ ןכ תושעל שי ס''בישוחל יאדובו 104
 רוסא הליחתכל לוכאלד ל''ז םינורחאמ עמשמד יאמל ףאו ל''זו םיירגוסב 'ח ק''סס ז''טק ןמיס 105

 ןאכ ךייש אלד רתומ םירבד ראש תבורעת י''ע מ''מ ,ז''קס כ''שמכו בלכ תליכאמ לספנש ץמח וליפא
 .ה''קס ז''יק ןמיסב רואיב רתיבו ,ל''כע 'וכו םימסה לע ותעדד היבשחא
 .חספב ולכואל ידכ וברעמש ףא היבשחאל ששוח אלד הארנ ב''מהמ ,רומאכו .ביס לכואכ יוהד 106

 .תונורחאה תועש 24 ךות הזה ילכב ץמח ולשבתנ אלש רמולכ 107
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 תאזה הפורתה ,הנשה ךשמב תוחוקלל ורכומל ידכ ןכ השועו ,םינטקל ותוקשהל

 ץמח ילכב לכוא לשבתנשכ י''ס ז''מתב רימחהל א''מרה כ''שמד .חספל רשכ

 ,חספב ץמח לש והשמ וליפא ורסא ל''זחד ומצע חספב לשבתנשכ א''דב ,י''באש

 ילכב לכוא לשבתנ םא םנמא 109.רימחהל םלועה וגהנ הזבו 108,והשמכ וניד פ''לטנו

 .ש''ע ב''ס ז''מת א''מרב אתיאדכ חספב ולכואל ירש ע''וכל חספה םדוק י''בא ץמח

 שרופמדכ י''ב ןניא םילכ םתס ןנירמא ואל וא י''ב םילכה ויה םא עודי אלב ףאו

 110.ד''מכב

 וא םישדח םילכב דחוימ רוציי תחקרמה תיב השעי םא ףאד ד''עלנ ןכלו .121

 ריפשו ,חספל דחוימב ושעש תדחוימה הפורתה אקוד תונקל צ''א ,חספל םירשכש

 לכל שומיש ךרוצל י''בא ץמח ילכב הלשבתנש הפורתב חספב שמתשהל יאשר

 .הנשה תומי

 

תופורתל םוכיס  

 

 םהב שי םא ףא חספב םירתומ םירודככ םישביו םירמ םהש תופורת ,םוכיסב .122

 שי ,ץמח שי הקשמבו ילזונ אוהש וא ,ץמח םהש םעט תפסות םהב שי םאו ,ץמח

 ,ןכ השע אל םאו .ל''נכ היבשחא אהי אלש ןפואב ועלובלו חספ ינפל םיששב ולטבל

 .הלעמל ורכזוהש םיאנתה פ''ע ירש ס''בישוחלו ,חספב ולכואל ס''באשוחל רוסא

 ולטבל ןיוכתנ אלו ,י''בא ץמח ילכב )תופורת ה''הו( חספל רשכה לכוא לשבתנ םא

  .חספל הרשכ )הפורתה וא( לכואה ,דיזמב

 

 וליפא וניא פ''לטנד ל''סד ,ללכמ ה''ד .וס ז''ע 'סותכ אלד ט''צת ןמיסו ב''סר א''בשרה תבושת 108

 .והשמכ
 םיגהונ םידרפסה םגד בתכ א''לר ק''סו ו''ע ק''ס ו''מת ח''הכב םלוא ,לקימ י''ס ז''מת רבחמה 109

 .א''מרהכ הזב רימחהל
 ,ד''יקס ז''מת ב''מב כ''שמכ ץמח םע ונקתל הצורשכ אלא ז''יאד ,דיזמב וברעכ יוהד רמול ןיאו 110

 .חספל אקוד ותוא םיכירצש עדי אלו הנשה תומיל םתס ורכומל הפורתל ואשע ירה דועו
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FAQS 

 

תוחיכש תולאש  

 ילמשח םוקמוקו םימ םחימ

 חספב תבש לש םימ םחימב שמתשהל לכוא םאה -םימ םומיחל תבש םחימ .123

 ,וילעמ ךא ,תבש םחימל המינפ ץמח סנכנ אלש חוטב ינא ?ותוא הקנאש רחאל

 ףוטע ץמחה ךא .ץמח רבעב יתממיח קיטסלפמ יושעש ןוילעה ינוציחה קלחב

 .םירוריפ ולפנ אלו ריינ תיקשב

 ךלהמב וב שמתשהל לכוא םאה - םימ תחתרהל ליגר ילמשח םוקמוק .123.1

 ןיא ץוחב ךא םינפב ץמח סנכנ אלש החוטב ינא ?ןויקינ רובעיש רחאל חספה

 ותועצמאב יתממיח אל תואדווב .ץמח ירוריפ ועגנ רבעב םאה תעדל ךרד יל

 .ץמח םוש

 ילמשח םוקמוק וא תבש לש םימ םחימב שמתשהל ןיא :הבושת .123.2

 םא וליפאו .םחימה ילתוכב עלבנו םמחתה ץמחה .חספב םימ תחתרהל ליגר

 ץמחב םעפ אוהש הזיא עלבנש שושחל שי ,םחימה לע ץמח םשוהש עודי אל

 .ךכל בל םש אלו

 םעפש ןכתי ץמח עלבנ םא העידי יאה דבלמ ילמשח םוקמוק ןינעלו .123.3

 ץמח עלב םוקמוקהש ששח שיו לעוש תלובש וא אסיידל םימח םימ תכפש

 .ז''יע

 וב שמתשהל רשפאש ןטק ריס וא חספל םוקמוקו םחימ תונקל שי .123.4

 .םימח םימ ךרוצל ט''ויב םימ לשבל

Hot Water Urn 

124. I have a hot water urn that I use for Shabbos. It is made of stainless 

steel, but the lid is plastic. I would like to know if I could kasher it for 

Pesach. The issue is, I occasionally warmed up challoh on top of it, and 

am wondering if that is a problem. 
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124.1. Warming up challoh on the plastic cover of the urn makes the 

lid chometzdik and plastic is normally not kashered for Pesach. You 

need to clean the urn and put it away for Pesach. It should not be sold 

otherwise you will need to tovel it again. Just put it way so that it won’t 

inadvertently be used for Pesach. 

124.2. Can I kasher the urn for Pesach, and just not use the lid? (I could 

use a kosher LePesach pot cover, or maybe just tin foil.) I am trying 

to avoid buying a new one. The entire thing is made out of stainless 

steel and has never come into contact with chometz. It isn’t in the 

kitchen. The only plastic is the lid, which I will put away, and the spout. 

Is this an option? 

124.2.1. If you are certain that it did not come into contact with 

chometz you can use it for Pesach. The fact that it is not in the 

kitchen is helpful, but unless you consciously made sure that it 

should remain Pesachdik, from a halachic perspective, you cannot 

be sure that it came in contact with chometz and were unaware or 

don’t recall. 

124.2.2. If it is all metal and you can clean it from all the calcium 

buildup and other dirt/grease, then the main body is kasherable in 

boiling hot water and you would have to avoid using the plastic 

lid. However, since the spigot is made of plastic and the hot water 

passes through there, the entire urn is not kasherable for Pesach. 

Next time when you buy an urn, make a conscious decision to 
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keep it chometz-free for Pesach and then if you are sure that no 

chometz ever touched the urn it may be used for Pesach.111 

Coffee Maker 

125. I have a coffee/espresso maker. It uses ground coffee. I have only used 

plain unflavored coffee in it. I have bought different brands of coffee 

throughout the year. Is it possible to kasher it for Pesach or is it best not 

to use it? 

125.1. It’s impossible to answer definitively without seeing the 

coffeemaker. However, usually there are parts of the coffee maker that 

are plastic or tempered glass that can absorb chometz flavor. Using 

the coffee maker in a chometz kitchen can expose it to becoming 

chometzdik without even being aware of it. Hot chometz may have 

fallen on some part of the coffeemaker. Once it is chometz it usually 

cannot be kashered. 

125.2. Some coffees are produced on equipment used for chometz. 

However plain ground unflavored coffee is always kosher for Pesach. 

So, if you are certain that you never used anything but unflavored 

ground coffee in the coffeemaker you do not need to be concerned 

about the coffee, just absorption of other chometz on the sides or 

parts of the coffeemaker. 

 תבש לש הטלפ

 הקנאש רחאל חספ תבשל הנשה לכל תבש לש הטלפב שמתשהל לוכי ינא םאה .126

 ?ףסכ ריינב םימעפ המכ ותוא ףוטעאו ותוא

 

111 If you have a special urn for Pesach and want to clean the limescale, you can use citric 
acid with a Sefardic hechsher (for those who consume kitniyot) to boil in the urn. Kosher for 
Pesach vinegar might also work. 
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 לכל שמתשמש הטלפב שמתשהל אלו חספל השדח הטלפ תונקל שי .126.1

 בוט ותוא םיקנמ םא .ףסכ ריינב ותוא םיסכמו ותוא םיקנמ םא וליפא הנשה

 ןוילעה ריינה לע םשש לכואהו םיימעפ ףסכ ריינב ותוא םיסכמו םגופ רבד םא

 רבדה ןיא יתעדל םנמא ,ץמח םעט עלבי לכואהש ךרד ןיא ןידה רקיעמ ,שבי

 ףסכ תוריינל הטלפה ןיב דומעיו חל רבד לכו בטור טעמ ךפשי םא ירה .יאדכ

 לש םוגפ םעט עלבנש םעטמ הליכאב לכואה רסאי ,הטלפב םמוחש לכואהו

 תמגעה ,ט''וי תחמש תעינמ .לוכאל המ םיחרואלו החפשמל היהי אלו ץמח

 שי ךשמהב .יאדכ אל הטלפה לע היהי תוביטר תצק םא היהיש ןויסנהו שפנ

 .תילגנאב המוד הלאש

 חספל דחוימ רשכה ילב רוגס ואקקו הת ,הפק

 שמתשהל ןתינ םאה ,חספ ינפל םירוגס ויהש ואקק ,הת ,)רוחש/סמנ( הפק .127

 ?"חספל רשכ" םהב בותכ אל םא חספב םהב

 .חספל דחוימ רשכה םיכירצ ולא םירצומ .אל .127.1

 אצמנש ץמח םא תושעל המ ?רכמיש ידכ ןמוסמה ןוראב ץמח ףיסוהל רשפא םאה

 ?חספב

 ץמחה ןורא תא חותפל יל רתומ ברה לצא ץמחה תריכמ יתעציבש רחאל םאה .128

 ?םיפסונ םירצומ וב סינכהלו

 ןיא .ץמח תריכמ עוציב הז ןיא ,ץמחה תא רוכמל ברהמ תשקבמ תאשכ .128.1

 ןכלו .ץמחה תא רוכמל חילש ברה תא הנממ תא אלא ץמחה תא הנוק ברה

 חילש ברה תא תינמש העשב ךל ויהש ץמח ירצומ ץמחה ןוראל סינכהל רשפא

 רשפאש ןורחאה ןמז רקבב חספ ברע .ןוראב זא ויה אלו ץמחה תא רוכמל

 העשה תא ברה םע ררבל שי .הריכמל ץמח ירצומ ןורא ותואל סינכהל

 חילשל ברה יונימ רחאל ץמח ירצומ תונקלמ ענמהל שי .תקייודמה הנורחאה

 בוש ותוא תונמלו וילא רשקתהל יואר ,םירצומ דוע תינק םאו .ץמחה רוכמל

 .ירכנל רוכמל ךנוצרבו הנקנש שדחה ץמחה לע

 רעבל צ''א ,ץמח םהש םירצומ )דעומה לוחב( חספה ךשמהב תאצמ םא .128.2

 םאו .ץמחה רוזאב םתוא םיסינכמו ,םהילע םג הלח הריכמה אלא םתוא

 ץמחה תא תוסכל שי ,הלדבה רחאל דע הצקומ םהו רחאמ ,ומצע ט''ויב אצמנ

 ראש םע ןוראב וסינכהל הלדבה רחאלו ,תועטב ולכואל אבי אלש ילכ םע

 ץמחה םישיו וררפי ,ץמח אצמו ,חספב ץמח רכמ אלש ימ .רכמנש ץמחה

 .תויחו םדא תליכאמ ולספל הקימונוקא וילע ךופשי וא םיתורשב הלסאב
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 הריכמה ללכב המו-םירוריפ

 םה םאה -)לשמל םירוריפ וסנכנ( ץמח םהב עגנ ךא ץמח םניאש םירצומ .129

 ?ץמחה תריכמ ךותב תויהל םיכירצ

 רוזאב ונימי לש ןטק תיזמ רתוי לודג אוהש ץמח רוכמל םיכירצ קר .אל .129.1

 ךירצ ונא 2ccמ ןטק רתוי אוהש ץמח םויה לארשי ץראב( רג התאש םלועה

 .תונקל ןינועמ היה םדאש רבד היהיש ךירצ ,כ''ומכ .)רוכמל וא תיבהמ רעבל

 ןכו ,הריכמה ללכב הניא הפסה תירכל תחתמ הלודג םחל תכיתח ,לשמל

 שמתשהל רתומו םרכומל ךירצ ןיאו רכמנ וניא תדלקמ ךות לפנש ץמח ירוריפ

 ךירצ וניאו הריכמה ללכב םניא ץמח םהב עגנש םיצפח .חספב תדלקמב

 .םרכומל

 םגופה רמוח ץירפשהל ?תונקל םינכומ א''נב המ ,םיפרטצמה םירוריפ-רטסוט

 תנווכתמ יניאו ץמח ירוריפ הברה םהב רתונש ליגר רטסוט ןכו ןבוא רטסוט .130

 םג םילולכ תויהל םיכירצ םה םאה .םהב שמתשהל אל ןבומכו חספ ינפל םתוקנל

 ?םתא תושעל ילע המ ?ץמחה תריכמ ךותב

 םגו תיזכל דחי םיפרטצמ ןבוא רטסוטב דחא םוקמב ולאכ םחל ירוריפ .130.1

 םע ןבוא רטסוטה לכ תא םירכומ כ''אא ץמחה תריכמ ךותב םילולכ םניא

 שי ראשנהו רשפאש המכ דע םירוריפה רענל הצע שי ןכלו .ובש ץמחה

 בלכ תליכאב םלסופל ידכ םירוריפ שיש םוקמ לכב םגופה לזונ םע ץירפשהל

 םחל לוספל לוכי םימ םע ברועמ קיטסטנפ וא הקימונוקא .ח''עב ראשו

 םירוריפה לכל הז ךרד עיגהלו ,ץירפשמש קובקב אלמל שי ןכל .הליכאמ

 .25 ףיעס ליעל ןייע .רטסוטבש

 םירוריפו אטאטמ

 אטאטל ינוצרב םא םירוריפ וב ורתונ ילוא ,אטאטמה תא ףילחהל ילע םאה .131

 .חספה ךלהמב

 וב שי כ''אא הנשה לכ לש אטאטמ ותואב שמתשהל רתומ הכלה פ''ע .131.1

 .ח''עב תליכאל יוארה ץמח תיזכ לש ףוריצ

 םירוריפו איפקמו ררקמ יצירח

 לכ תורמל ךא ץמח םהב סנכנש האור ינאו םינטק םיצירח שי רזירפב .132
 ,ולטבל קיפסמ םאה ?תושעל ילע המ .ףוסה דע םאיצוהל יתחלצה אל םיצמאמה
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 ךלהמב רזירפה תא ללכ חותפל אל ףידע ילוא וא ?םתוא האור ינאש תורמל

 ?חספה

 אלו םירוריפ םהו ,םתוא םיאורש ףא רזירפב שמתשהלו חותפל רתומ .132.1

 םימ םע הקימונוקא תצרפשה י''ע םתוא םוגפל יוארה ןמ .תיזכל םיפרטצמ

 .ח''עב תליכאמ םלספיש לזונ ראש וא

 ?חספל םהב ישמתשת אלש חבטמ תונורא ןיכהל ךיא

 תנווכתמ יניאו םינותחתה תונוראב םיאצמנ ץמח היה םהב חבטמה ילכ לכ .133

 קיפסמש וא וללה תונוראה ךותב תוקנל ילע םאה .חספה ךלהמב םתוא חותפל

 .ץמח ירוריפ םש ולפנ אל םא תעדל ןיא ךא יקנ הארנ הז וינפ לע ?ץוחבמ םתוקנל

 ?)תיבב תאצמנ ינא קר םא( קתפ הז לע בותכלו קבד ריינ םע םתוא רוגסל ילע םאה

 צ''א ,תורעקו תוחלצ םיריס ,ם''וכס ןוגכ ץמחל םתא ושמתשהש םילכ .133.1

 .ץמח תיזכ םהב שי םא לכתסהלו ןחתופל אלא תוריגמ וא תונוראה תוקנל

 םילכה םנמא .הריגמהו ןוראה רוזא לכב תוארל ידכ םמירהל יכרטצתו ןכתי

 רחאל םייקנ הריגמו ןוראב םתוא םישל תגהונ תא םא הקידבל צ''א םמצע

 .שובייו הפיטש

 חספב םתיא שמתשהל אבל אלש ידכ קבד ריינ םא םתוא רוגסל הבוט הצע

 הליכא ילכ איצוהל ידכ הריגמהו ןוראה חותפל יסנתו ןכתי הרגשה ךותמש

 .הבוט תרוכזת היהי קבדהו ,ץמחמ םיעולבה לושיבו

 ?תוקנל וא תוסכל-חספל חבטמ שיש תנכה

 םימ וילע ךופשלו ותוקנל קיפסמש וא ףסכ ריינב שישה תא תוסכל םאה-שיש .134

 ?םיחתור

 טרופמ רבסה שי .םהינש תושעל צ''או רישכהל רשפאו תוסכל רשפא .134.1

 .תילגנאב הז ךירדמב

 רויכ תנכה

 אל ףידעש וא םיחתור םימ וילע ךופשלו ותוקנל קיפסמ םאה- רויכ תרשכה .135

 ?חספה ךלהמב ללכ וב שמתשהל

 .הז ךירדמב תילגנאב הכרדה שי .הליחתכל שמתשהלו רישכהל רשפא .135.1
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Hand-mixer used for vegetables only-Kosher for Pesach? 

136. My daughter has a hand-mixer that she uses to make vegetable soup. 

There are never any chometz ingredients in the vegetables being blended 

and the soup is made in a clean pot that is sometimes used for making 

pasta. The blades that blend the vegetables do not come in contact with 

the surface of the pot although the plastic surrounding it does. When she 

uses the mixer, the soup is hot to the point of yad soledes. Does the mixer 

need to be kashered for Pesach? Can it be kashered for Pesach? 

136.1. The hand-mixer usually has a metal blade and plastic parts that 

enter the soup and pot. Since the vegetable soup is hot, the soup has 

absorbed chometz flavor that was in the pot and transferred it to the 

metal and plastic parts of the mixer. The metal can be kashered for 

Pesach but the plastic parts that absorbed chometz flavor cannot be 

kashered for Pesach. Therefore, you cannot use this hand-mixer for 

Pesach food. 

Kashering a skillet 

137. I was given a milchig iron skillet 2 years ago and have never used it. In 

my neighborhood there are men who have large pots of boiling water and 

kasher utensils. Can I bring the skillet and kasher it in the boiling water 

and use it for Pesach and fleishig? 

137.1. A skillet needs to be kashered with Libbun (extreme heat and 

fire, see kashering section); boiling water (hago’oloh) is not sufficient. 

This can be done by putting it in a self-cleaning oven which gets 

extremely hot. 

137.2. Whenever you kasher for Pesach, you can switch from milchig 

to fleishig. 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 120 

Used a non-kosher lepesach toaster oven on Yom Tov 

138. I mistakenly assumed that I can kasher my toaster oven. (I cleaned the 

racks and oven as best I could with a good cleaner and turned on the heat 

to maximum for 40 minutes.) Now that I saw your guide on Pesach, I 

realize that it is not acceptable. However, what do I do with the food I 

prepared for the shevi’i shel Pesach? Must I destroy it, can we use it? Can it 

be saved for the Shabbos after Pesach? 

138.1. I shall present the principles and then apply them to your 

situation. A mixture prepared on Pesach that has a large ratio of 

chometz to the pesachdik food (3ml/135ml) must be destroyed 

immediately. If it was eaten, one is chayov kares.112 

138.2. If there is no chometz material in the mixture but it does contain 

the flavor of chometz, the entire dish must be destroyed and cannot 

be eaten on Pesach. If one did not destroy it, it may be consumed after 

Pesach if there would be a great loss were one to destroy it.113 

138.3. If the flavor of chometz was mixed into the dish and is not 

detectable (less than shishim or pesachdik food was cooked on Pesach 

 

 לע אצמי לבו הארי לב םושמ רבוע ,תבורעתה לכב תיזכ וב שי לבא פ''אכב תיזכ וב ןיא םא לבא 112

 םלוא רקיעכ םעט וב שיש לכ ותליכאב הרות רוסיא רבוע םלוא .ותליכאב תרכ אכיל לבא תיזכ ותוא
 ואל וליפא )ב''קס צ''העש( ם''במרו ף''ירהלד בתכד א''קס ב''מת ןמיס שיר ב''ממו .תוקלמ אכיל
 לכו .ולכואשכ הרות רוסיא וב שיו ת''המ רקיעכ םעטד יאדו לבא וילע ןיקול ןיאד ל''רד ל''צ ,וב ןיא
 .חספה רחאל האנהבו הליכאב רוסא ,ורעיב אל םאו ,חספב ורעבל בייח ,הארי לבב וילע רבועש

 ת''המ רוסאש ןויכ י''בו י''ב לע רבעד א''יד םיקסופה תקולחמ הזב איבהד א''קס ב''מת ב''מ ןייע 113

 י''בו י''ב לע רבעק אל תושממ וב ןיאד ןויכ )בקעי קח( א''יו ,חספה רחאל האנהב רוסאו ולכואל
 ד''כו( חספה רחאל הליכאב רתומו ,ולכואל אבי אלש ידכ ןנברדמ חספב ותוהשהל רוסא מ''מו

 שי הליחתכלד ל''ס ז''רגבו ג''מפבו .י''חכ לקהל שי מ''פהבד עירכהו )םירואיבב םייח רוקמה
 היהיו ,א''א םאו .ובש ץמח ימדמ ץוח ירכנל ורכמל שי רשפא םא ןכלו .)ח''ק הבושת( ס''חכ רימחהל
 .ולכואל רתומ ,ותוא ולכאי אל םא דספה



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 121 

in a chometz pot that was eino ben yomo114), it should not be left around 

during Pesach to avoid someone from eating it. (However, there is no 

prohibition to own such a mixture on Pesach). It should be destroyed 

or sold on Pesach. If it was kept over Pesach, it may be used after 

Pesach since there was no violation of bal yeroeh or bal yimoztei. 

138.4. A toaster oven that was cleaned well should not have any 

residual food particles on the tray or the walls of the oven. If the 

toaster was sprayed well, any chometz particles stuck to the oven 

would be inedible. If the food was put on a pan on the tray and the 

food was completely covered, then bedeieved the food will be kosher 

lepesach provided there was no spillage or moisture between the pan 

of food and the tray. If the food was left open, there is concern of 

vapor rising from the food (especially if there was liquid in the dish 

and the vapor would draw from the chometz flavor in the walls of the 

toaster oven and fall back into the dish. The chometz flavor is 

presumably eino ben yomo and also likely did not add enough flavor the 

dish to make the chometz flavor detectable (more than shishim), 

therefore, there is no violation of bal yeroeh ubal yemotze. However, if 

vapor was visible, or there was a lot of liquids, you should assume 

flavor transferred between the walls of the oven and the uncovered 

food. In this situation, the food should be sold or given to a non-Jew 

or destroyed on Pesach. If there was not a lot of liquid added and you 

did not notice vapors in the oven, you do not need to assume flavor 

passed between the walls of the oven and the uncovered food, and if 

there was no moisture on the rack the pan of food was placed on, 

bedeieved, the food is still Pesachdik. Since it was in a small toaster 

 

 .א''קס ב''מת ב''מו י''ס ז''מת א''מר פ''ע א''ס א''כק םדא ייח 114
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oven, I recommend not to eat the food on Pesach, but it may be saved 

and used after Pesach. 

Ben chutz la’aretz cooking for ben EY on 2nd day of Yom Tov 

139. We live in Israel but will be spending Pesach abroad (Chutz Laaretz). 

May our hosts cook for us on Yom Tov Sheni or would that be as if they 

were cooking from Yom Tov for chol? Perhaps it is the halachic equivalent 

as if my hosts were cooking for non-Jews on Yom Tov? 

139.1. It is permissible for a ben chutz laaretz to cook for the ben Eretz 

Yisroel on the first or second days of Yom Tov sheni. Not only may the 

ben chutz laaretz add to the pot of food that he has prepared for himself, 

he may even cook a dish especially for bnei Eretz Yisroel who are visiting 

chutz laaretz.115 

 

115 The concern is that the cooking may be considered as if one were cooking for weekday 
or for non-Jews. There are two reasons that allow this practice and each one is valid 
independent of the other: 

1. Since the Israeli’s are guests of the bnei chutz la’aretz and it is the responsibility of 
the bnei chutz la’aretz to provide them with food (and were they not to cook for 
them they would be without easy access to food) it is considered as if they are 
cooking for Jews and permitted. 

2. Since the bnei Eretz Yisroel are in chutz la’aretz, they must keep the laws of chutz laaretz 
even in the privacy of their own rooms. Thus, it is considered Yom Tov for them 
and the bnei chutz laaretz are cooking for people that have some connection 
association to the Yom Tov. This is true even on the last day of Yom Tov when it 
is technically isru chag for the bnei Eretz Yisroel (see Shaarei Teshuva 496 in the name 
of Maharitatz vol. 1 139). While the Maharitatz offers yet a third reason, these two 
reasons have been confirmed and accepted by Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. 

Accordingly, in a similar but slightly different circumstance, the law may be different. Often 
Seminary students from chutz la’aretz stay in Eretz Yisroel over Yom Tov and are required 
to keep two days of Yom Tov while the rest of the country only keeps one day of Yom 
Tov. Were a dorm counselor (who is a local ben Eretz Yisroel and keeps only one day of 
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Performing melachos for bnei chutz la’aretz on 2nd day of Yom Tov 

140. We have religious relatives who live in the U.S.A. who will be visiting 

us for Pesach here in Israel. Are we allowed to perform melachos for them 

on Yom Tov sheni? May they instruct us to do melachos for them? We can’t 

always figure out what they would need so it is helpful if we can ask them 

to let us know what it is they would like us to do for them. 

140.1. You may voluntarily perform melachos for your relatives when it 

is Yom Tov sheni for them and chol hamoed or chol for you. However, they 

may not instruct you or even hint to you that they would like you to 

do a melochoh which is forbidden for they themselves to do on Yom tov 

sheni. If a ben chutz laaretz did ask a ben Eretz Yisroel to do a melochoh 

for him, the appropriate response is: 

140.1.1. “Since it is Yom Tov for you, I cannot fulfill your request. 

Halochoh would view my behavior as a fulfillment of your shelichus 

and as if you had performed the melochoh. Halochoh does not even 

allow a Jew to ask a gentile to do melochoh on Yom Tov even 

though there is no shelichus to a gentile.” 

 

Yom Tov) be interested in a cooked egg on Yom Tov Sheni, perhaps the ben chutz la’aretz 
who is keeping two days of Yom Tov would not be able to cook the egg for the ben Eretz 
Yisroel. Neither of the two reasons apply. The ben Eretz Yisroel is not the guest or the 
responsibility of the ben chutz laaretz nor is the ben Eretz Yisroel keeping two days of Yom 
Tov. 

The Maharitatz offers yet a third reason for his ruling in his case. Since on chol hamoed 
or isru chag there is a mitzvah to feast as well, the ben chutz la’aretz is preparing a meal in 
honor of Yom Tov for the ben Eretz Yisroel. If this reason is also acceptable, then that 
would apply in the case just mentioned. Kaf Hachayim 496:47 offers yet a fourth reason 
to be lenient. In light of the circumstances, it would seem to this writer that the best course 
of action is to allow the Seminary student to cook for a ben Eretz Yisroel on Yom Tov sheni, 
provided the food is in the same pot as her own food or the ben chutz laaretz tastes some of 
the food prepared especially for the ben Eretz Yisroel. 
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140.1.2. However, once the ben Eretz Yisroel is aware of the wishes 

of the ben chutz laaretz, at a later time, he may perform the melochoh 

for the ben chutz laaretz if it is clear to both parties that the activity 

is not being done as following the request or instruction of the ben 

chutz laaretz but as a voluntary gesture to make the ben chutz laaretz’s 

Yom Tov more pleasant. 

140.2. Since the entire issue of a ben Eretz Yisroel following the directive 

of a ben chutz laaretz is in dispute, should a ben Eretz Yisroel have violated 

the halochoh as presented herein and performed the melochoh on behalf 

of the ben chutz laaretz, nevertheless there is no penalty and the ben chutz 

laaretz may benefit from the melochoh. Furthermore, since it is a matter 

of halachic dispute where there is a pressing need for the purpose of 

Yom Tov, it is advised to ask a competent Rav as he may find a basis 

for leniency, depending on the circumstances. 

 Non-observant guests in Israel from chutz la’aretz on 2nd day of Yom 

Tov 

141. Our relatives joining us from chutz laaretz for Yom Tov are not yet 

observant. While they will be respectful for the first day of Yom Tov and 

avoid melochoh as we do, how should we approach Yom Tov sheni? They will 

see us bnei Eretz Yisroel doing melochoh and we know that they are required 

to keep two days of Yom Tov. Must we inform them that they are in 

violation of halochoh when they do melachos? 

141.1. It is advised not to inform them of the requirement of bnei chutz 

laaretz to keep two days of Yom Tov. Since the requirement of Yom 

Tov sheni is of rabbinic origin, it is best that they violate the laws 

without realizing it rather than informing them which would be a 

greater violation since they were informed. It is unlikely that they will 

keep two days of Yom Tov when they see you, their religious relatives 
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acting as if it is chol. Therefore, as long as you do not encourage them 

to violate the halochoh or enable them to violate Yom Tov sheni, you 

can observe how they ignore Yom Tov sheni without being required 

to protest. However, you may not drive them anywhere or have them 

join you on trips as that would be enabling them to leave the techum 

and other melachos. 

A ben Eretz Yisroel in Chutz La’aretz and Yom Tov Sheni 

142. My wife and I have decided to live and Israel and while we are here we 

keep only one day of Yom Tov. This year we will be traveling back to the 

United States to visit our families and returning back to Eretz Yisrael after 

Yom Tov. How should we conduct ourselves on the second day of Yom 

Tov? May we take our children for trips in the car? Can we do melachos in 

the privacy of our rooms? How should we conduct ourselves for the 

second Seder? Havdoloh? Tefillin? How about going to shul and davening 

with the locals? 

142.1. Since you and your family are planning to return to Eretz 

Yisroel, you maintain your halachic status as bnei Eretz Yisroel. This 

means that you will need to make havdoloh in private after the first day 

of Yom Tov as if you were still in Eretz Yisroel, you should wear Tefillin 

on the 8th day of Pesach and daven the tefillos as you would have in 

Eretz Yisroel on the second and eighth day of Pesach. These activities 

should be done in private so that you do not appear to be conducting 

yourself differently than the locals. 

142.2. The concern not to appear to act differently means that you 

should not perform any melochoh or activity that is forbidden for the 

local Jews to perform (including muktzeh, amiroh lenochri or eating 

chometz on the eighth day of Pesach). All opinions agree that one is 

forbidden to openly seem to violate the Yom Tov and although there 
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is a difference of opinion with regard to doing melachos in the privacy 

of one’s bedroom, the halochoh is well established that a ben Eretz 

Yisrael should not do any melochoh whatsoever, even behind closed 

doors, on the second days of Yom Tov.116 

142.3. The law to conduct oneself according to the custom of Jews in 

the locale of chutz la’aretz begins once a ben Eretz Yisrael enters the city 

boundary where even a small number of Jews live. It makes no 

difference whether the Jews there are halachically observant or not. 

Once the ben Eretz Yisrael comes within a kilometer of the city or 

village where Jews should be practicing Yom Tov, the observant ben 

Eretz Yisrael must conduct himself as if he were a ben chutz la’aretz. He 

or she should dress in Yom Tov clothing so as not to desecrate the 

Yom Tov in the eyes of the locals (or even in the privacy of his 

residence).117 Even though it is not Yom Tov for the ben Eretz Yisroel, 

still, he or she should not be doing anything on Yom Tov sheni that is 

forbidden on the first day of Yom Tov, even in private.118 

142.4. Should the ben Eretz Yisrael subsequently leave the city (at least 

the distance of a kilometer from the last residence) and is in an area 

where Jews do not normally reside, he may act as if he or she were in 

 

 מ''גאב עירכה ןכו ,ז''ס ז''רגבו ,םש ה''ס ש''העב ה''כו ,םש ב''מבו ג''ס ו''צת ח''וא ע''וש ןייע 116

 ג''ח תעד הוחיב ןייעו .ל''צז א''זשרו בישילא 'ר ד''כו ,ב''קס םש ז''טכ אלדו ב''ע ןמיס ג''ח ח''וא
 .הזב םיליקמש םידרפס םיקסופ המכמ קיידד םש הגהב ה''ל ןמיס

 .ג''י ק''ס ב''מבו ז''קס ו''צת א''אב ג''מפ ןייע 117

 םישוע ל''וח ינבו ק''שע וא תבשב ישימח םוי ט''וישכ לשמל .ללכה ןמ םיאצויש תוכלה המכ שי 118
 ושע םע ךכ לע וכרבי אלש יאדובו ,ת''ע ילב לשבל םילוכי י''א ינב ,תבשל ןיכהל ידכ ןילישבת בוריע
 ותגהנה ידוהי האור היה םא ףאד תוכלהה לע םירבועש רכינ וניאש ינפמ ,םעטהו .ןילישבת בוריע
 .)ג''י ק''ס ו''צת ב''מע( ת''ע השעש הלות היה
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Eretz Yisrael and is permitted to perform melachos on the second day 

of Yom Tov.119 

142.5. For the tefillos and kerias Hatorah that are not the same for the ben 

Eretz Yisroel and bnei chutz la’aretz, the ben Eretz Yisroel does not need to 

 

 ךות וא בושיל עיגה אלש דוע לכ אלא ונעמש אל םהירבדמו ,ד''י ק''ס צ''העשבו י''קס ב''מ ןייע 119
 לכ זאד ,ל''וחב עקתשהל ותנווכשכ א''דבד ראבמ )ז''קס א''א( ג''מפב םלוא .י''א ןבכ וניד ,םוחתה
 ןמז לכ ,י''אל רוזחל ותנווכ םא לבא .ןיידע י''א ןבכ וניד בושיה לש םוחתל תחא םעפ עיגה אלש
 ,בושיה לש םוחתל ץוחמ בושיהמ אצי םא לבא ,תקולחמה ינפמ ל''וח ינבכ גהנתמ םוחתה ךות אוהש
 לכ ת''המ םהש תוכאלמ ןיב ,ןנברד ירוסיא ןיב ,ינש ט''ויב תוכאלמ השועו י''א ןבכ גהנתהל יאשר
 ץוחמ( םש ויה ירקמ ןפואב םאש רמאנ ל''צז בישילא 'ר םשבו .ל''וח ינב לש הליהק םש ןיאש דוע
 .ל''זח תריזג ללכב הז ןיאד םהינפב הכאלמ תושעל י''א ינבל רתומד ,ל''וח ינב )םוחתל

 ריע לש ומוחתל ץוחמ ןולמב ל''וחב םיהושה י''א ינב

 םיאבש ל''וח ינב םג םש שיו ,)חספה גחל טרפב( ל''וחב תונולמל ט''ויל םיעסונ י''א ינב הברה ,הנהו
 רפסמב טעמ םה םא וליפאו( םידוהי םש שיש ריע לש ומוחת ךות ןולמה םאד הארנו ,ט''ויל ןולמל
 הרבח וא תועיבקב םש םיהושש תילארשי הפועת תרבח ישנא ןוגכ תווצמ ירמוש םניא םא םג
 םא םלוא .םירדח ירדחב וליפא ינש ט''ויב הכאלמ תושעל י''א ינבל םירוסא ,)תרחא תילארשי

 לש ריעל י''א ינב ועיגה םא ףא ,םיעובקה םידוהיה םש שיש ריע לש ומוחתל ץוחמ אצמנ ןולמה
 םשמו )תווצמ ירמוש םניא םא ףא םידוהי םש שיש ריעב הפועת הדשב ותחנו( י''אמ םעסנב םידוהי

 םיאשרש ,י''א ינב םה ןולמב םישנאה לכ םא איעבימ אל ,ריעה םוחתל ץוחמ אוהש ןולמל ועיגה
 םש םיאצמנ וללה םידוהיה ירה ,ל''וחמ ועיגהש םידוהי תצקמ שי םא םג לבא ,י''א ינבכ גהנתהל
 שיש עודי אלשכ א''דב םלוא .ידוהי בושיכ בשחנ םוקמה םשֵש םרוג םש םתוהש ןיאו ינמז ןפואב
 בושי ותואב םירגש םידוהי שיש ריבס םא לבא .)םוחתל ץוחמש( הזה םוקמב ידימת ידוהי בושי םש
 םוקמב תועיבקב םירגש םידוהי םש םיאצמנש תאדווב עודי םא ש''כו ,תווצמ ירמוש םניא םא ףא
 תומי ראשב ןולמה םירישכמ לבא ,הנשה לכ תועיבקב םש םירגה םידוהי ןיאש עודיש וליפא וא ,הז
 שפונ םוקמ אוה רוזא ותוא םא ה''הו ,םידוהי םש שי הנשה ךשמבש אצמנ ,םיגחל קר אלו הנשה
 הז אלא ,תועיבקב םש םיאצמנ אלש ףא םידוהי םש םיהוש דימתו ,הנשה לכ ךשמל םילארשי רובע
 םוחתל ץוחמ אוהש ףא ידוהי בושיכ בשחנ הזה רוזא ,םידוהי םש שי דימתש הרוצב ,אב הזו סנכנ

 לצב ת''ושב ע''עו ,ל''צז א''זשרו בישילא 'ר ורוה ךכש תויודעו תועומש שי .םידוהי הב שיש ריע לש
 .ל''נה המכח

 ל''וח ינב לש ריעה םוחתל ץוחמ תאצל י''א ןבל ירש ףאד שדיח )א''ס ןמיס א''ח( המכח לצב ת''ושבו
 תיארמ םושמ ןנירסא אלו ,ןימוחת בוריע השעש םיאורה ורמאיד ,איסהרפב וליפאו ינש בוט םויב
 םושמ הזב אכיל ,אריתיהב ילתימל אכיאד אכיה לבא ,רוסיא השועש רורב הארנש רבד אלא ןיע
 .ע''מ
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go to shul and may daven alone unless there is only one shul in the 

area and his absence would be noticeable.120 

142.6. If his absence at the seder would not be noticeable, the ben Eretz 

Yisroel need not participate or conduct a second seder. If his absence 

would be noticeable, he should attend the second seder but should not 

make any of the birkos hamitzvos nor make a pri hagofen on the second 

and fourth cup of wine. 

Apartment mates that keep chometz in apartment 

143. I share a rental apartment with a non-Jewish woman and a secular Jew. 

We are good friends and get along wonderfully and I do not think I can 

find a more religious arrangement anywhere else on my budget. We each 

have our own bedroom, but we share the living room, bathrooms, kitchen 

and balcony. Both of my roommates will be keeping their chometz over 

Pesach in the kitchen and in the living/dining room. Every few days we 

rotate preparing meals and cleaning up. I am expected to handle the 

cereals, pasta and sandwiches during Pesach. Can you please offer some 

guidance as to how I should be conducting myself? I prefer to involve my 

roommates as little as possible into my religious practices. 

143.1. You will need the cooperation of your roommates and their 

sensitivity to your religious needs if you are to follow the halochoh. 

Your predicament is not ideal. Under the circumstances, this is what 

you should do. 

143.2. Since you share the apartment with others, the kitchen and living 

room is considered yours. You cannot keep chometz that belongs to 

a non-Jew in your domain even if you do not own it without a fixed 

separation like a cabinet or tied down sheet. Chometz that belongs to 

 

 .ב''צ ןמיס ג''ח ח''וא מ''גא ןייע 120



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 129 

a Jew cannot be in your domain even if there is a separation and you 

don’t enter the area. Since your roommates will be eating the chometz 

and it will be around, the best option you have is to rent your share of 

the kitchen and living room to the non-Jewish roommate for the 

duration of the holiday. That way you have relinquished all rights to 

that area and the chometz will not be in your domain. You are 

restricted from entering that area for the duration of the holiday. 

However, you have created a situation in which any chometz existing 

or used there is not your halachic concern. If you needed to enter the 

area, they may let you do so, but it would be as a guest and not a 

partner. 

143.3. You are not allowed to handle the chometz and prepare it as 

food for your roommates even if you do not plan on eating it. I 

recommend that you switch with the non-Jew so that you will take her 

shift before or after Pesach and that she will do your job on Pesach. 

143.4. These principles can be used in various circumstances. Another 

example when these tools can be used: Non-observant parents wish 

to spend the Seder and first day with their children and grandchildren. 

However, they also wanted to bring along their elderly dog that was ill 

and needed a special diet of chometz. (Sometimes a conversation with 

a veterinarian can lead to finding an alternative diet that would be 

kosher for Pesach and allow the parents to spend the day with their 

family without resorting to complex arrangements.) A possible 

solution can be to lease, in advance of Pesach, a designated of the 

home (e.g., patio or yard) to a non-Jew (or if necessary, to the parents). 

The children and grandchildren should avoid entering that area while 

the lease is in effect. A door or other barrier should separate that 

rented space from the owners, so they do not have access. Within that 

space, if the parents bring in chometz and feed their dog, the children 
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are not in violation of access or owning chometz. The chometzdike dog 

food must remain in that area. The dog may roam the house freely as 

long as he has swallowed and finished eating so that he (or she) doesn’t 

bring the chometz along with him (her).121 It is not a recommended or 

 

 רתומש ןאכמו ,שדקה לשו םירכנ לש האור התא לבא ךל הארי אל ושרד ל''זח :ה םיחספב 121

 אלש ידכ םיחפט 'י לש הובג הציחמ השעיש דבלבו תוירחא וילע לבק אלשכ ירכנ לש ץמח תוהשהל
 םא .)ותיבמ ונאיצוהל וא ץמחה םוקמ ריכשהל ךירצו הציחמ ינהמ אל רכמנה ץמחב( .ולכאל אבי

 ב''מ ןייע העישפב קר בייחש םנח רמושב ףא ןירימחמ שיו הדיבאו הבינג( תוירחא לארשיה לביק
 מ''ת ןמיסב ז''כב ןייע .ורעבל ת''המ בייח ,ירכנ לש וצמח לע ,)ה''קס ב''מ ןייע( שוריפב ,)'טו ח''קס
 אלו דוני אלש הטמלמ ורשקל ךירצ ןידסב רוזאה קלחמ םאד םש צ''העשבו ב''י ק''ס ב''מבו ב''ס
 .הבוט הציחמ שיו וצמח לע ללכ תוירחא ול ןיאש יגסש ,ירכנ לש וצמח ןינעל ז''כ .תולקב תשגל לכוי

 ןיווצמ לכה לארשי דיב לארשי לש וצמח :גי םיחספב .אהב יגס אל לארשי לש וצמח ןינעל םנמא
 םיחספ( ח''לצ )ב''ס ג''מת( א''רגה תעד .ללכ תוירחאב בייח וניאו הרימש וילע לביק אלש ףא ורעבל
 ןושל םיקיידמ םהו .י''ב לע רובעי אל דקפנהש ידכ ת''המ ורעבל דקפנה בייחד ריאמ תיבו )ט''כ ףד
 וילע בייח רחא לארשי לשד עמשמ .שדקה לשו ירכנלש האור התא לבא האור התא יא ךלש ל''זח
 י''ב םושמ רבוע וניא דקפנהד א''גמהו ח''בה תעד איבה ד''י ק''ס ג''מת ב''מה םלוא .הארי לב םושמ
 .י''בב רובעלמ דיקפמה עונמלו ז''בז ןיברע לארשי לכד םושמ םש רבחמה ןושלכ ורעבל בייח לבא
 לארשי לש וצמח שיש לכ ת''המ דקפנה וילע רבוע םא אתיירואד ןידב םיקסופה תקולחמ יוה ירה
 איבה כ''קס צ''העשבו .הרשע תציחמב הזב יגס אלו ,ללכ וילע תוירחא ול ןיאש ףאו תושרב רחא
 .תותלאשבו תואיג צ''יר ,ג''הבב שוריפב אצמ א''רגה ירבדכד

 ל''ס אלד תותליאשה ןושלמ קדקד הברדאש )'ע ףד ח''ע אתליאש( הלאש קמעהב יתיאר םלוא
 )צ''העש איבהש תורוקמה ראשב ןושלה ה''כו( ורעבל ןיווצמ לכהש ארמגה ןושל איבהד ,א''רגכ
 תעדכ דיקפמה לש ורוסיא םעטמ אוהש עמשמ הברדאו ,לארשי לכמ רתוי בייח דקפנה ןיאד עמשמד
 .א''גמהו ח''בה

 כ''גד ,א''י ןמיס המלש תדמחב כ''שמכ ל''י ,דוחלב שדקהו ירכנ קר טעמתנד ארמגהמ וקדקדש המו
 לשד א''דסד םושמ ט''הו ,שדקהו ירכנ לשמ ערג אלד טושפ הזש ףא ,האור התא רקפה לש בתכ אל
 בייחתיד א''דס כ''או ,ורובע םלשל בייח ונלכאי םאש ןויכ תוירחא וילע ולבק וליאכ יוה שדקהו ירכנ
 בייח וניאש רקפה לש לבא .וילע תוירחא ול שיש בשחנ ז''יאד ל''מק ,תוירחא וילע שיש ןויכ םהילע
 יאדו ,ורובע םלשל בייח וניאו ,דיקפמה רובעל אלש ידכ ורעבל יאשרש רחא לארשי לש ה''הו ,םלשל
 רחא לארשי לש וצמח ה''הו ,י''ב םושמ רוטפ ירכנ לש ףאד ל''מק אתוברו ,תוירחא ול שיכ בישח אל
 עונמל ידכ רחא לארשי לש וצמח רעבל בייח תוירחא אלב םג םלוא .י''ב םושמ וילע דקפנה רבוע וניא
 .ז''בז ןיברע לארשי לכד י''ב לע רובעלמ דיקפמה

 םלוע ידומע דגנכ הזב לקהל השק מ''מ ,א''רגכ ל''סד םינושאר דוע שיש צ''העש תיאר החדנ םא ףאו
 דקפנה לע י''ב רוסיאל שושחל שיו .ת''המ ארוסיא הזב שי םתטישלש ןינעב ח''לצו מ''ב ,א''רגה
 ,לארשי תושרב אצמנה ינוליחה לש ץמחה ןינעל ןכלו .ותושרב רחא לארשי לש וצמח שיש לכ ומצע
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ideal solution as it is facilitating another Jew to violate the laws of 

chometz. It also desensitizes one to the offensive nature of chometz 

on Pesach and does not make for an ideal Pesach environment. It also 

may cramp the family as part of the area will not be accessible. All of 

this may still be worthwhile in order to maintain positive family 

relations. 

Cleaning plastic tablecloths and ice chest for Pesach 

144. We have a brand-new plastic tablecloth for Pesach. One of the kids 

placed a piece of pita on it. Do we need a new Pesach one? 

144.1. We would like to picnic on chol hamoed Pesach. Do we need to 

buy a new ice chest, or can we use the one we have? 

144.2. You can wipe down the new plastic tablecloth and use for 

Pesach. Since nothing hot was used, you just need to remove any 

chometz from the surface and it is usable for all Pesach needs. It is 

advisable to spray a household cleaner over the tablecloth and wipe 

way in case any crumb remained, it will have become inedible after the 

bleach or cleaner contacted it. Once it is inedible for animals, it is not 

chometz. 

144.3. The ice chest can also be cleaned well and sprayed with bleach 

and water, Fantastic cleaner or other household cleaner and any 

residual crumbs that might still be there would not pose a halachic 

problem even if ingested. Therefore, it is not necessary to get a new 

ice chest for Pesach. Clean the one you have so that there are no 

 

 לוכי ,ותושרל רחא לארשי לש ץמח תאבה עונמל א''א םאד ד''עלנ ןכל .רחא ןורתפ אוצמל שי
 עונמל ידכ ירכנל וריכשהל ףידעו רדחה ירבחמ דחא( ץמחה לעבל וא ירכנל םוקמ ותוא ריכשהל
 לש וצמח קיזחהלמ רמשנ הזבו ,רוזא ותואל סנכיל תושר ול ןיאש ןפואב ,)י''ב לע רובעלמ ינוליחה
 חספב ה''הו חספ ינפל וריבח לארשי לש וצמח רעבל בייוחמ היהו ,ןכ השעי אל םאו .ותושרב לארשי
 .ותוירחאב בייח וניא וליפא ב''ס ג''מת ע''ושב שרופמכ
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crumbs and apply a solution to the inside of the chest to make any 

chometz that you didn’t remove inedible. 

Platta Shabbat and accepting invitation for Shabbat meal 

145. We were invited out to a neighbor who cleaned their plata well before 

Pesach and turned it on for two hours before Pesach thinking that would 

kasher it for Pesach. Can we eat from food heated on the plata? Is there 

anything that can be done to permit us to join them for Shabbos Yom Tov 

meal? How about if they wrap the plata with foil? 

145.1. Cleaning and turning the plata on for few hours will not kasher 

it. This will only bring the temperature to the same level it was when 

the chometz entered the metal. This is a libun kal, which is appropriate 

if the chometz flavor had entered in a cooking process. Since there is 

concern that the plata absorbed chometz directly from a solid, the 

plata would need libun chamur, which is not practical as it would ruin 

the plata. The plata should be considered a chometzdik plata. 

145.2. While I do not recommend wrapping a plata or blech, 

technically, if done properly the food is kosher for Pesach. The reason 

I do not recommend this practice is for practical reasons, and not 

entirely a halachic ruling. Depending upon the need and 

circumstances, you may choose to double wrap a blech or plata, warm 

food on it and have kept Pesach properly. 

However, in my opinion the risk is not worth the cost of a new sheet 

metal blech or even a new plata for Shabbat. 

Should any moisture get in between the blech/plata and the foil and 

contact the pot of food or should the foil rip in one spot and should 

some food boil over or drip on to the blech/plata then everything on 

the blech/plata will need to be disposed of. Ashkenazim should treat 

the food on the blech/plata as treif as chometz. This could seriously 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 133 

hamper simchat Yom Tov and be a serious challenge for a housewife 

who has invited guests for Yom Tov and subsequently noticed a 

problem. It would not be easy to say to everyone who is waiting to eat 

“We have no hot food for lunch, but there is plenty of matzah and 

salad”. 

The chances of an accident occurring are great enough in my 

estimation not to recommend double wrapping as a way to save on 

buying a new blech/plata. Even if nothing goes wrong, the anxiety of 

worrying whether or not something might go wrong can also diminish 

a housewife’s simchat Yom Tov and cause unnecessary tension which 

might reverberate into interpersonal relationships. Since most people 

are able to buy a new blech or plata without too much trouble I 

recommend the one-time investment in a Pesach blech or plata. 

Halachic basis: On Pesach, even a mashehu of flavor passing into 

food makes the food forbidden to eat despite the fact that the flavor 

is undetectable in the food. Ashkenazim take this one step further and 

avoid the food even if the chometz flavor is from an eino ben yomo i.e. 

where the blech/plata has not been used for chometz within the past 

24 hours. Therefore, since heat transfers flavor between metal and 

food when they are directly in contact with each other or if there is a 

liquid medium between them, any tear in the foil or moisture between 

the blech/plata and foil and between the foil and pot will carry the 

chometz flavor in the blech/plata to the food. 

Some Sefaradim keep this rule while others are lenient with the food if 

the blech/plata did not absorb chometz within the last 24 hours. Still, 

they would not use the blech without protection of the foil. 

So if the family who is hosting you will double wrap the plata (or blech) 

and are careful to keep everything dry, the heat source (blech/plata) 
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can be chometzdik and still no flavor will pass into the Pesach pots and 

you can enjoy the food. Much of the tension and anxiety will be theirs 

which they have agreed to and you can enjoy the hot food in the honor 

of Shabbat Pesach. You just need to have confidence in them that 

should an accident occur, and liquid had spilled, they would inform 

you. 

In short, it is possible to accept an invitation under such circumstance 

but as a practical matter I do not recommend this practice on an 

ongoing basis. If it is a one-time meal with friends, you can use your 

judgment weighing in these factors. 

If the plata was used on Pesach already, it is likely that the Pesach pots 

were used to heat food and when the lid was removed and placed on 

the plata some condensation that had gathered under the pot cover, 

fell on to the plata and acted as a conduit to transfer chometz flavor to 

the Pesach pot. That Pesach pot should now be viewed as chometz pot 

and not used again for Pesach until it is kashered. (Kashering from 

chometz can only be done after Pesach). 

Kitniyos and Special Diet 

146. I have not been well for many months and western medicine has not 

been helpful to alleviate my ailments. A few months ago, I met a specialist 

in alternative medicine who recommend I change my diet. I followed her 

instructions which cut out many items from my diet. No more bread, 

grains, fish, fowl or meat and other foods. The only things left were rice, 

beans and vegetables. This change has helped me tremendously. I am 

much healthier, and all my ailments have been greatly diminished. As we 

approach Pesach, I am very concerned about what I will be able to eat. 

For the seder night, I will be able to have the appropriate kezeisim of 

matzoh and have four cups of wine or grape juice. What troubles me is 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 135 

how will subsist for the week without kitniyos? Must I follow the minhag 

and refrain from rice and beans the whole week of Pesach? 

146.1. A person who is on a diet for health considerations that restricts 

most foods but allows for the consumption of kitniyos (e.g., rice and 

beans) needs to determine how important it is for him or her to 

consume the kitniyos. A question should be posed to a halachically 

reliable health professional how would the omission affect the health 

of the patient?122 If the health professional is concerned that there is a 

significant possibility that a change in the diet might have a deleterious 

effect upon the patient’s health, the patient may continue with his or 

her diet of kitniyos. The question can be phrased: 

“what do you think would happen with your patient if the 

patient were to subsist solely on vegetables? Do you think 

that their health might deteriorate? Is it likely that the worst 

that will happen is that the patient would just be hungrier 

than usual for the week of Pesach?” 

Kitniyos are permissible for sick people or those who might become sick 

without it. If there is no significant risk to health, he should eat more 

vegetables and no kitniyos even if he will be hungrier and won’t enjoy 

Pesach as much. In this case, it seems that the main approach of the 

nutritionist is to avoid certain foods. If the beans and rice were 

acceptable primarily because they were not harmful, but they were not 

chosen because they added something necessary, then it is likely that 

 

122 A halachically reliable health professional would include an observant licensed medical 
physician or nutritionist. If the professional is not Jewish or non-observant, they can also 
be relied upon if their professional reputation is at risk were they to offer inaccurate 
information. 
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the absence of the beans and rice would not be harmful or cause illness. 

If this is true, then you should still avoid kitniyos. See note 7. 

Crumbs: Bedikoh and Chametz She’ovar olov HaPesach 

147. Do I need to search for every little crumb? If I have chametz crumbs 

less than a kezayis that I either didn’t find or didn’t look for before Pesach 

and didn’t sell, is there any issur on eating them after Pesach? This might 

be important if a crumb falls out of a keyboard a week after Pesach, or if 

I notice a crumb on our everyday dishes. 

147.1. The chiyuv of bedikas chometz—search and destroy—is only for 

chometz the size of an olive or larger.123 One is not responsible for 

looking for anything smaller than that. Even if you see chometz 

 

 יקדסבש קצב תיזכמ תוחפ רעבל ךירצ םא םיקסופה תקולחמ איבהד ג''ל ק''ס ב''מת ב''מע 123

 ךירצ ןיא תיזכמ תוחפו תצק ףנוטמ היה םא לבא ,תצק הליכאל יוארשכ אקודו ל''זו םייסמו .הברע
 אלא .והשמב וליפא רימחהל וגהנו םישודק לארשיד בתכ ב''נ ק''ס םש צ''העשבו .ל''כע ע''וכל רעבל
 ,הז םע הז רבחתמו קבדנה קצבב אלא וקלחנ אלד קלחמ ו''קס ד''מתבו ב''קס ס''ת ןמיס א''גמהד
 םיחספ הואלח ם''רהמב ונאצמ רבכ הז קוליח דוסיו .רעבל צ''או ילטב אליממ םישבי ןירוריפ לבא
 ךירצ תיזכמ תוחפ ףאש הברע יקדסבש קצבמ ש''מ ילטב אליממ ןירוריפ ןנירמאד אה לע השקהש :ו
 כ''כו .ןירוריפב כ''אשמ תיזכל דחא םוקמב ףרטצהל לוכי קבדנה קצבד ל''נכ קלחל ץריתו ,רועיב
 .ז''ס ב''מת ריאמ תיבב כ''כו ,'חו ז''קס ב''מת ןמיס ח''רפב כ''כו ,:המ יריאמב

 ב''מת צ''העשב א''רגה םשב כ''שממ יכה ל''ס ומצע ב''מהד נ''כו ,א''יס ב''מת א''רגה בתכ ז''יעכו
 םימעפש אמעט ואל יא ןכלו ,ןפרצמ ילכשכ אלא םיתיז יאצח ינשב ףוריצ אכיל קצבב וליפאד ס''קס
 ינפב דמוע תיז יצח לכד ל''זו ,םרעבל בייח היה אל דחא םוקמב קצב יאצח ינש ץבקמו תיבה דבכמ
 יצח רעבל ןיבייח קרד אצמנ .ל''כע ןפרצמ ילכהש ילכ יבג ליעל ומכ ףוריצד אמעט אכילו תיבב ומצע
 ,א''רגה תעדב ג''י ק''סס ז''טק ןמיס א''וזחה כ''שמכ ןישבי ףא ףרצמ ילכ ז''פל םלוא ,דחא ילכב תיז
 ששח ל''זו ,שביל חל ןיב קלחל בתכ זירפמ י''רה תטיש פ''ע ראיבש א''רגב ןושארה ץוריתב םלוא(

 .ל''כע חל קצבב ירייא אל ימלשוריו 'וכו דחא תיזכ השענו ידדהא קבדימד חל קצבב אלא וניא שנכימ
 יתנייע אל ע''עלו א''רגב םיצורית 'בב יולת םישבי םיתיז יאצח ינש ףרצמ דחא ילכ םאד ר''פל הארנו
 בתכ ז''מת ס''סבד אלא( .רעבל צ''א דחא ילכב וניאש שבי תיז יצחב פ''כעו .)א''רגה ירבדב ךרוצה יד
 ב''מה קפתסמ המב יתעדי אלו תיזכמ תוחפב הארי לב לע רבועד ל''ס א''רגהד רשפאד הכלה רואיבב
 .)א''יס ב''מתב א''רגה ירבד םע בשייתמ הז ךיא יתנבה אלו

 .126 הרעה ןמקל ראוביש ומכ ז''ע םיקלוח שיד אלא
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before Pesach that is smaller than an olive (3 cc), you can leave it there 

(see section 24).124 

147.2. Therefore, after Pesach it is not included in the penalty levied by 

Chazal on chometz that was owned by a Jew on Pesach. Chazal 

intended to penalize people who did something wrong so that no one 

will do something wrong, but if you did everything right you cannot 

be penalized (see section 188).125 

147.3. There are opinions that one must search and remove from one’s 

possession even less than a kezayis before Pesach.126 According to 

 

 אל ע''ושהד ח''י ק''סס ב''מת ןמיס ז''רגל א''וקבו )ף''ירב .די( םיחספד ג''פ םירובגה יטלש ןייע 124

 כ''שמכ יבישח אל םירוריפד רבדה םעטו .רעבל צ''א ןיעל הארנשכ ףאד הארנ ןכלו ,ז''אירכ ל''ס
 יוהו יליטב אליממד לוטיב ךירצ אל ןירוריפ םושמו ל''זו 'ט ןמיסב םש ש''ארה ףיסומו :ו םיחספב
 .יליטב אליממד רבוע וניא ובלב וא ויפב לוטיב השע אלשכ ףא כ''או .ל''כע ןהילע רבוע וניאו רקפה

 ץמח ג''ס ח''מתב רבחמה קספ ןכלו .רובעלמ םישנא עונמלו םיניירבע סונקל התיה ל''זח תנווכ 125

 עודמ ןיבהל שי גגוש הנהו .סונא וא גגוש וחינה וליפא האנהב רוסא חספה וילע רבעש לארשי לש
 ורעבל הצרו ץמחהמ עדישכ םנמא ,תעדל היל הוהו ץמח ותואמ עדי אלש ודיב הריבע פ''כעד וסנק
 אנמחר סנוא ירה ,ץמחל עיגהלמ וקיספמש רחא םרוג וא ילוח תמחמ לוכי היה אלו סונא היהו
 רבעשכד ט''קס םש ב''מ ןייעו ,היל ןניסנק ט''מו ,הארָיֵ לּבַּאַ רבעק אלו ,דבעימל ל''וה יאמו ,הירטפ
 יתכראהו .ד''כע הלע רבעו הליחתכל היוהשל יתא היל ןנירש יאד ,ארוסיא וטא ארתה ןניסנק סנואב
 םנמא ,רבכ ורבעש ולא לע אוה סנקה יללכ ןפואבש תילגנאב הלעמל כ''שמ לע ףיסוהל הרעהב ןאכ
 .רובעל ואבי אלש ידכ ורבע אלשכ סנוא לע סנק םג שי

 ןיא ,ונממ שורדה לכ השועו ,שממ ןידכ השועשכד טושפ ל''נ מ''מ סנואב הריבעב סנק שיש פ''עאו
 .127 הרעהב ןמקל בותכאש ומכ וסנקל םוקמ

 אלש ידכ רעבל ךירצ מ''מ תיזכמ תוחפב הארי לב אכילד פ''עאד ל''סדמ א''ייחו ,א''וזחה תעד 126
 אצמי לבו הארי לב לע ןנברדמ רבוע תיזכמ תוחפב םגד ל''סד ז''ע קולחל ז''רגה תעדו .ולכואל אבי
 .תיזכ וטא הריזג

 איבהל ןיאד ,123 הרעהב יתרכזהש םיקסופהו א''רגה לע השקה ג''י ק''סס ז''טק ןמיסב א''וזחה
 ל''יד ,רעבל צ''אד ,)ילטב אליממד םינושארה ושריפו( ,יבישח אל ןירוריפד ארמגב כ''שממ היאר
 א''רגהד הארנו .ולכואל אבי אמש הריזג םושמ רעבל ךירצ מ''מ לבא ןנברדמ ףא י''בב רבוע וניאד
 אביש תיזכמ תוחפב ג''לד :דמ י''נפב כ''שמכו ולכואל אבי אמש ח''ל תיזכמ תוחפ לעד ל''ס הימיעדו
 ז''בדרה תעד הארנ ןכו ,חספב תיזכמ תוחפ לוכאל אביש שושחל א''וזחה תעד רומאכ םנמא .ולכואל
 הארנו ,רעבל צ''אד הפצרה יקדסב תיזכמ תוחפש הדומד ח''קס ב''כק א''וזח ןייעו .ה''לק ןמיס א''ח
 הליכאל יואר וניאשכד ג''ל ק''ס ב''מת ב''מה כ''שמ ןיעכ אוהו ,ולכואל אבי אמש ששח אכיל ז''עד
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those opinions, even less than a kezayis of chometz that was in your 

possession during Pesach and was found after Pesach is included in 

the penalty.127 If you found a crumb in your keyboard, you should not 

 

 .והשמ ףא רעבל ךירצ ולכואל אבי אמש ששחמד ו''ס ט''יק ללכ םדא ייחב ןייעו .רעבל צ''א ע''וכל
 ךירצ וניעב ץמח והשמה האורשכ רמאק ז''אירבד אלא ,124 הרעהב רכזוה ג''טלשב ז''אירמ ורוקמו
 .והשמ ירחא קודבלו שפחל ךירצד ה''הד ז''ע א''ייחה ףיסומו ,ורעבל

 ס''דמד ברה תעד .רחא םעטמ םלוא תיזכמ תוחפ רעבל ךירצד ל''ס םג ח''כס ב''מת ןמיס ז''רגב
 ח''י ק''ס םש א''וקבו .תיזכ םושמ הריזג ורעבל בייח וניעב דמוע אוהש ץמח תיזכמ תוחפ וליפא
 ותעדל הארנו .ץראל ךלשומשכ ונייה ,הקידב וא לוטיב צ''או ,יבישח אל ןירוריפד ארמגב ש''מד ראיב
 תיזכמ תוחפ אצמ םא לבא ,ת''המ י''ב לע רבוע הזבש ץמח תיזכ אצמי אמש הקידב וכירצה ל''זחד
 תוחפ רחא קודבל םג אוה הריזגה ללכבד ל''סד רשפאו .ץראל ךלשומ וניא םא ,ןנברדמ ורעבל ךירצ
 ,תיזכ וב שיש ץמח רוריפ אצמיש ידכ הקידב תנקת רקיעד ב''יס ג''לת ןמיסב כ''שמעו( .תיזכמ
 ןנברדמד עמשמו .ץמח רוריפ םוש ררפתנ אמש קודבל ךירצ לטיבש רחאל םג ס''דמד בתכ ג''יסבו
 .)הזב ע''צו תיזכמ תוחפל ףא קדוב

 וילע רבעש ץמח תיזכמ תוחפל המוד הז ירהו ל''זו בתכ ט''קס ב''מת ןמיס ז''רגל ןורחא סרטנוקב 127

 אלש רבדב אלא היסנקימל אכיל אתיירואדא רבע אלד אכיהד ןנירמא אלו האנהב רוסאש חספה
 השקונ ץמח ןוגכ ונלכאי אלש הלקת ששח םושמ אלא המצע רועיב תוצמ םושמ רעבל והוכירצה
 תוחפ ןוגכ המצעב רועיב תוצמ םושמ והוכירצהש רבד לבא ,ולאב אצויכו חספה ךותב ץמח והשמו

 ךותמ ונדמל .ל''כע ןנברדמ י''בו י''ב לע רבעד ןויכ חספה רחאל רוסא 'וכו תיזכ םושמ הריזג תיזכמ
 י''בו י''ב רוסיא שיד ותטישל אקוד ונייה ,רוסא חספה וילע רבעש ץמח תיזכמ תוחפד אהד וירבד
 יפל .ולכואל אבי אלש ידכ רעבל בייח היה םא וליפא ,היל ןניסנק ל''זח ויה אל הז אלולו ,ןנברדמ
 .חספה וילע רבעש תיזכמ תוחפ ץמח רוסאל םוקמ ןיא ,123 הרעהב םיקסופה לכל ,וירבד

 ירהד ,הליכאב ףא רתומ חספה וילע רבעש ץמח תיזכמ תוחפ תויהל ךירצ היה הרואכל א''וזחל ףאו
 ק''ס ז''טק ס''סב א''וזחה םלוא .ולכואל אבי אמש ששח אלא ,ןנברדמ י''בו י''ב רוסיא אכיל הידידל
 וילע רבעש תיזכמ תוחפ ןירוריפד ףיסוה ,ץמח תיזכמ תוחפל םירפס קודבל ךירצד בתכש רחאל ח''י

 תוחפ ץמח ה''ה ,חספה רחאל רוסא ולטבש ץמחש ומכד וירבד קמינו .תיזכב ץמח ומכ ןירוסא חספה
 ןירוריפש ףאד ירה .ד''תכע רבדב םימכח וקלח אלד הארנד ,חספה רחאל רוסא אליממ לטבש תיזכמ
 .ז''רגכ אלדו ,רוסא פ''הע רבעשכד ל''ס מ''מ ,ולכואל אביד אששח תמחמ קר ןירוסא תיזכמ תוחפ

 )ז''רגה קליחש ומכ קלחל םוקמ שיש ףא( ,רבדב םימכח וקליח אלד רמול ךייש קרד רבתסמ םלוא
 ךייש זא ,תיזכמ תוחפ רעבל בייחד ל''סד היתטישל א''וזחהד ,יתנווכו .סנקל ןויגה שי פ''כע םא
 תוחפ חינהל יאשר הליחתכלד ל''תא לבא .וילע וליטה ל''זחש המ השע אלו ,רעיב אלשכ וסנקל
 רמול םתנקתב ל''זח םיקלחמ ויה יאדובו ,היסנקימל ךייש אל ,ןידכ השעו ,ותיבב שבי ץמח תיזכמ
 ןכלו .טושפו ,ל''זח ורסא אל בישח אלד לטב אליממשכו ,ורסא פ''הע רבעו לטיבש ץמח תיזכד
 לבא ,היתטיש יפל דח לכ ונייה ,חספ רחאל תיזכמ תוחפ םירסואה א''וזחו ז''רגהד הלעמל יתבתכ
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 ירשד יאדו תיזכמ תוחפל רועיבו הקידב םיבייחמ ןיאד ב''מו ריאמ תיב ,א''גמ ,ח''רפ ,א''רגל
 .חספה רחאל אצמנשכ

 ל''זח וסנק אל כ''גד ,רתוי לודג שודיח א''טילש רשיפ המלש ברה ר''ומ םשב יתבתכ רחא םוקמבו
 לש היה םלועמו התלח אל ותריכמד הלגתישכל וליפא הנוכשה בר י''ע וצמח רכמו לטיבש םדא
 .ה''כ ק''ס ח''מת ב''מע ,םירימחמל ףא אלא לטיבו קדבב םיליקמל איעבימ אל .לארשיה

 ורסאנ הטושו שרח לש ףאו ןטק לש ץמח םגד עמשמד ד''צ ןמיס ד''ח ח''וא מ''גאב בתכד אלא
 אל םושמ אוה חרכהבו ,םסנוקל ךייש אלו ,ןירוסיא לע ורבע אל םהש ףא פ''הע רבע םא האנהב
 עיגה אל דועש םוקמב אצמנ אוהו חספ ןיידעש םוקמב וצמח היהשכ רימחהל שדחמ ז''פעו ,גולפ
 אמינד רשפא כ''או ,רבע אלשכ ףא ידוהיל ךיישש ץמח לכ לע התיה ל''זח תנקת הרואכלד ,חספ
 ,הריבע םוש רבע אלד פ''עא רועישכמ תוחפב ףא ידוהי לש ץמח לכ רוסאל ל''זח גולפ אלד ה''הד
 י''אב אצמנ וצמחו חספ עיגה אל ןיידעו ב''הראב אוהשכ ש''מו ,האנהב רסאנ םצמחד ש''וחמ ש''מו
 .ץמחה ןנירסאד חספ ןמזב

 ןיאדמ הרותה יבויחמ וטעמתנד םירוסיא םהילע ןיאד פ''עאד ו''שח לש וצמח ינאשד ,קלחל שיו
 א''ח ד''וי מ''גאב וז ארבס יתאצמו .םהל תרתומה רוסיא יוהו ,אכיא רוסיא םש מ''מ ,תעד םהל
 ירכנל ומכ היבגל רוסיא רבדה ןיאד םושמ וניא םירוסיא וילע ןיאש ףא ןטקד ל''זו ןכלו ה''ד 'ג ןמיס
 בייחתי ךיא הרותה ול הנתינ אלכ אוה תולדגה דע ןטקל םאד ,והדידל תוצמו הרותה הנתינ אלש
 הלבק ללכב חרכהב אוה לארשי ןב אוהד ןויכד ו''א ,וילע תוצמו הרותה תלבק םוש אלב םג לדגישכ
 רתומ תולדגה דעש הרותה ינידמ אוהש ךא ןטקהל םג ןירוסיא םשב ןירוסיא ווה אליממו ,וז
 .ל''כע ןירוסיאב

 וניאש לכו ,יאדו רוסיא הרסא קר הרותהד אלוקל ת''המ אתיירואד קפסד ם''במרלד שדחמ ז''פעו(
 ,רוטפ ול שיד אלא ,רוסיא ללכב אוה תמאבד ,ןטק קפס ןינעל ןוכנ ז''יא ,רתיה ללכב רוסיא יאדו
 .)ש''ע רוטפ יאדו היהיש דע רוסיאה ללכב ןיידע ןטק קפסו ,יאדו רתיה ןניעב רטפיל ידכו

 רובעל םהל רתומד פ''עאו ,הריבע וב השענש ץמח יוה ,פ''הע רבעש ו''שח לש וצמחד ל''י ריפש כ''או
 םש ז''ע ןיאד רועישכמ תוחפ כ''אשמ ,הריזגה ללכבו גולפ אל יוהד ל''י מ''מ ,םסנוקל ארבס ןיאו

 .גולפ אל םושמ ףא הריזגה ללכב וניא ללכ רוסיא

 םש אצמנ אל אוהש ףא חספה וילע רבעש ידוהי לש ץמח לכ ורסא ל''זחד מ''גאב שדיחש המ יבגלו
 ,רבוע היה םש היה וליאש ץמח לש אצפח לכ לע ורזג ל''זחד רמולו קלחל שי כ''ג ,ללכ רבע אל אוהו
 אלו וצמח םוקמב אצמנ אל אוהש ללכה ןמ אצויה הרקמב וריתה אלו םתנקתב םימכח גולפ אלו

 ללכב היה אל ארקיעמד ל''י רבעק אל ץמחה םוקמב אצמנשכ ףאד רועישכמ תוחפב לבא ,רבעק
 .וילע רובעל ןפוא םושב הזב ךייש אלד ,הריזגה

 ינפל ורעבל צ''אד םירבוסש ולאל רועישכמ תוחפ לע אסנק ךייש אלד ל''נ מ''גאה ירבדל ףא כ''או
 תיזכמ תוחפ רעבלו קודבל צ''אד א''יד בתכש ונינמז רבחמב יתיארש רחאמ הזב יתכראהו .חספ
 תמיתסמו ,האנהב רוסאד א''וזחהו ז''רגה פ''ע םתס ,חספה רחאל רועישכמ תוחפ אצמנ םא לבא
 .יתבתכ ד''עלנהו ,הזב קלוח ןיאד עמשמ וירבד
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eat or benefit from it. Your dishes have been washed with soap and 

shelved. Even if a small particle of food remained on a dish or piece 

of cutlery, it most likely had been inedible during Pesach and is not 

considered chometz. Therefore, chometz found on your dishes would 

be halachically permissible but, in practice, inedible. 

147.4. The fact that Jews are accustomed to searching for and 

destroying every crumb should not be interpreted as an indication that 

they have accepted the stringent opinion as halochoh. It is equally 

possible that their behavior is a sign of their holiness and dedication 

to this particular mitzvoh. It is likely a way of displaying their love for 

Hashem by doing more than the halochoh requires.128 

147.5. One can rely on the majority opinion regarding searching for 

chometz before Pesach and regarding the penalty after Pesach for 

chometz found in your possession, particularly since all the issues are 

miderabbonon in nature. 

A comprehensive explanation with sources can be found in the 

notes. 

Menu of the Seder 

148. I realize that the main function of the seder is the a serious “avodah”. 

There are many mitzvos and much emunoh can be gleaned and imparted. I 

am also concerned about the menu. Can you please share some guidelines 

about which dishes are appropriate and which are unacceptable for the 

Seder? 

 

 .ל''כע והשמב וליפא רימחהל וגהנו םה םישודק לארשי ל''זו ב''נ ק''ס ב''מת ןמיס צ''העש ןייע 128

 ךירצ וניא )שבי( ץמח תיז יצחד ל''ס אנידמד 'ס ק''ס צ''העשמ עמשמש ךיא 123 הרעהב יתבתכ רבכו
 אבי אמש והשלכ וליפא רעבל ךירצד א''ייחה ןושל קיתעה לארשי הנחמבד ריעהל שיד אלא .רעבל
 .בשייל שיו .ולכאל
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148.1. When we are able to fulfill the mitzvoh with roasted lamb as the 

Torah requires, we dine as a group on roasted meat at the end of the 

seder. Ever since the Beis Hamikdosh was non-operative, Jews place 

a symbolic roasted piece of meat on the Seder plate, reminding them 

of the korban Pesach. That roasted meat is not eaten that night so 

that no one mistakenly thinks we are eating the korban Pesach. A minhog 

(Jewish custom) has developed in all Ashkenazic communities and 

many Sefardic communities to avoid consuming any roasted meat at 

the Seder. Roasted fish and eggs are permissible at the Seder. During 

the day, it is permitted to eat roasted meat. The roasted meat on the 

Seder plate can be roasted even on the night of Pesach if it will be 

consumed the following day. So, you should avoid serving roasted 

chicken, turkey, beef or lamb the night of the Seder. Moussaka, or 

other chopped meat dishes should be avoided as well since the meat 

is fried, seared or baked which is akin to roasting. A roast which has a 

significant amount of liquid at its base, is acceptable. If you add an 

centimeter of water or other kosher lePesach liquid (not beer!) to the 

roasting pan, it is not halachically considered a roast and may be served 

at the seder.129 You may prepare and serve cooked lamb or goat meat. 

148.2. This is a good opportunity to expand on the laws of the Korban 

Pesach and its significance. The Korban Pesach in its entirety must be 

roasted over an open fire. To accomplish this, a non-metallic spit is 

inserted through the animal’s mouth and exits via the anus. (It is 

preferable that the spit used be made of pomegranate wood since its 

unique properties would not cause the Korban to be cooked internally 

from the heat of the spit itself as might happen were other materials 

used. The meat must roast from the fire itself and not heated by any 

 

 .ב''ל ק''סו א''קס ב''מבו ,םש כ''ונבו ו''עת ןמיסב ןייע 129
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other medium). The legs are not tied up, but must dangle to enable the 

entire animal to be properly roasted. Alternatively, the Korban may be 

laid across a grate constructed in such a way as to assure that the meat 

is roasted by the fire and not the heat of the grate. The entrails are 

pierced and suspended on the spit for roasting. Two or more animals 

should not be roasted on one spit. 

148.3. The halachic insistence on roasting vs. cooking is explained by 

the Maharal. Cooking is an act which assimilates while roasting 

separates. When cooking meat, we draw several ingredients into the 

food we are boiling. These ingredients assimilate with the meat which 

is absorbed into it. The meat expands, becomes soft and begins to 

disintegrate. Roasting, however, does the reverse: its main function is 

to expel. Not only does it remove all the blood present, but it also 

separates all ingredients that are not essential to the meat. As such, it 

shrinks the meat and makes it tough and impenetrable. This, explains 

Maharal, is the symbol behind the Korban Pesach. At the time the Jews 

left Mitzrayim, when the people are, for the first time, to become a 

nation, it is not yet possible to allow any absorption from outside. No 

outer influences that could compromise its essential nature may be 

permitted. The formation of the nation must involve a courageous 

stand against the world in which it endured a 210-year exile and reject 

its culture. As such, it cannot allow any expansion that will weaken its 

inner structure. It must be solid and impenetrable. This is the time to 

strengthen its own identity and reject all foreign elements. 

148.4. Reflecting on this message of the Maharal, we may wonder why 

the Torah makes this requirement only once a year. Why not place a 

full-time prohibition against all cooking and boiling, since such acts 

symbolize matters that are in opposition to the essential nature of 

Kellal Yisroel? Should this not be the logical conclusion of the above? 
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Nevertheless, not only do we not find such a prohibition, we find the 

Korban of the Nazir must be cooked. The Nazir, the person who for 

a limited amount of time denies himself some physical benefits so as 

to better his spiritual situation, is commanded, upon completion of his 

denial, at the time when he reenters normal life, to include in his 

offering a cooked forefoot of the ram (Bimidbar 6:19). 

148.5. Perhaps one can suggest that once the foundations of Judaism 

have been well established, and the structure of Judaism stands like an 

unshakable mountain, it is able to weather any unwelcome influence 

from without. During the course of the year we are expected to 

interact with outside influences. It is precisely that struggle for which 

our neshomos were brought to this world to counter and reject. Judaism 

is not afraid to confront human wisdom. When it is valuable it can 

incorporated in Torah and our life. When it is harmful, we turn away 

from it and react by identifying it, rejection and protection of our way 

of life. Such choices are the best tools we have of elevating our bodies 

and infusing spirituality in the physical domain. Ultimately, that is the 

best way to realize the purpose of creation and attain a strong bond 

with Hashem; to incorporate His Goodness into our body and soul. 

148.6. Once a year, we return to our base to energize ourselves with 

authentic, unadulterated Torah values and use that anchor to contend 

with the influences Hashem sends our way. Without Pesach we don’t 

have the bedrock of clarity and power needed. Without the struggle 

against the outside influences, there is no point to this world as 

constructed by Hashem. 

A Vegan Seder Plate? 

149. Is it permissible to substitute the zeroa and the egg on the seder plate 

with vegan friendly options? After all it is not a law rather a custom and 

they are only symbolic. A chicken and egg were not sacrificed. 
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149.1. Pesach is not a vegan friendly holiday. 

The Torah is quite explicit that all Jews must eat the meat of a lamb or kid 

goat. 

While we do not perform this anymore, but all those who hope for the 

Moshiach and a rebuilt Temple, are consequently anticipating a time when 

they will be expected to eat these meats. 

Considering the Torah requirement, the symbolic nature of the zeroa and 

egg for the sacrifices can be viewed as vegan friendly symbols. 

Pesach is also a time for traditional practices. Were you to substitute the 

egg and zeroa you would be neglecting that part of the Jewish tradition, 

which as you mentioned is a custom, not a law? 

Substituting it with something else would not only be missing the custom; 

it would adopt an innovative, modern approach to Judaism, which is 

inconsistent with the values of Pesach. 

To those who believe in the story and the message of Pesach improved 

additions to the Seder is antithetical to the Pesach celebration. In short, 

Pesach is the notion of Redemption and Freedom with a purpose to offer 

the Chosen People a better life in the land of Israel. After leaving Egypt, 

and before entering the Land of Canaan they were given guidelines by the 

redeemer Himself how to acquire that blessed life. To this end, divine laws 

were presented at Mount Sinai. The belief that the Creator communicated 

a message to the people that is timeless and perfect is trampled upon when 

a person tries to improve on that message and claims that they know better 

what is in our best interests. Adding an improved version of the seder plate 

consistent with one’s personal set of values highlights an interest in 

Freedom without the divine guidance as to how best to achieve that. 

While it is not necessary to be carnivorous all year round and a Vegan diet 

is an acceptable practice throughout the entire year, there is one day a year 
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that veganism can be construed as an affront to Hashem. That is the night 

of the Seder, since that is the only time Hashem requires all Jews to 

consume animal flesh. 

Therefore, my recommendation is to leave the symbols as they are. 

Second best is to leave the zeroa and egg out of the seder plate and decide 

not to adopt that custom this year. (Not having a seder plate or an 

incomplete one is less severe than not eating matza or drinking the wine.) 

The worst option is to replace it with another symbol. Some Vegan 

enthusiasts use a scorched avocado pit instead of the egg. The scorched 

avocado pit reminds them of an egg and the sacrifice. (The egg itself is a 

distant reminder of the Holiday sacrifice of meat). An improved 

modification of Jewish practices is a break from the order and 

commitment to tradition the Seder (translated as order) is supposed to 

inspire us about. 

Halachically, since it is not a law but rather a custom, one may be lenient 

regarding the recommendation of the Shulchan Aruch which stipulates 

that the seder plate should have two meats or egg and meat. Someone who 

has a difficult time obtaining the meat for logistic reasons or cost may 

suffice with the symbols mentioned in the Talmud (rice or beets). Rice 

may be owned and used as a symbol by Ashkenazim at the seder. The 

seder plate is meant to be used during the seder. The egg, marror, charosess, 

and other items may be used from the seder plate. The only item that 

should not be used during the Seder is the zeroa. If you use rice, 

Ashkenazim should not consume it as it is kitniyos. 

However, in my opinion, it is inappropriate to substitute the meat or egg 

to allow for a vegan friendly alternative. 
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Ordering chometz Online on Pesach 

150. May I order an item online that is chometz and request that it arrive to 

my home after Pesach? 

150.1. Ordering the item and paying for it online does not make the 

chometz belong to you. It will belong to you when you receive and 

pick it up. Therefore, you are not in violation of bal yeroeh ubal yimoztei, 

owning chometz. You are also not benefiting from the chometz on 

Pesach. The only relevant halochoh is referred to as ומויקב הצור , 

which means that sometimes it is a violation to have an interest in the 

continued existence of chometz. For example, should a package of 

chometz arrive on Pesach and it is sitting on your property, you have 

no interest in acquiring it through meshichoh or chatzer as tht would 

cause you to violate Pesach, but if you wish to cover it so that the rain 

won’t ruin it, it is a violation of ומויקב הצור . The chometz may not 

belong to you but you still are interested in making sure it will be 

available to you after Pesach. 

The Maharam Schick (O.C. 225) rules that the only time ומויקב הצור 

is forbidden is when one does an act on the chometz itself. Merely 

wanting its continued existence is not forbidden. Therefore, he allows 

one to order a chometz item that will arrive after Pesach. 

150.2. It is important to make sure it does not arrive on Pesach. It will 

only work when you order an item like the one you saw in a catalog 

online. If it was a specific item you saw in a store and asked for it to 

be purchased and delivered, after Pesach, that would be akin to an act 

in the chometz item and forbidden. 

150.3. Merchandise that is not chometz that arrives on Yom Tov itself 

may be received and used if it is not muktzeh, unless you know or have 

reason to suspect that it arrived from outside of the techum of the city 

you are in. You may not sign on Yom Tov or Shabbos. However, in 
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Johannesburg, it has become common for the delivery person to take 

a photo of the person receiving the item holding the item. That is used 

as confirmation that the item was received. You may pose for such a 

picture. You are not actively doing anything. The non-Jew is “writing” 

(the relevant halachic violation of taking a picture) for his own 

interests. This serves the sender and delivery company to release them 

of further obligation to the buyer. 

151.  

Showering and Preparing for Mikve on Yom Tov Preceding Shabbos 

Q 

This year Pesach falls on Thursday and Friday (in chutz la’aretz) and my family 

is concerned how they will manage without showering for so long. Many 

members of our family shower every day, and even those who don’t do not 

go three days without showering. We are interested in following the halochoh 

with all its details. However, should halochoh allow us to clean ourselves with 

water, it would enhance our simchas Yom Tov and perhaps even have a positive 

impact on our capacity to use the time well. Would you please share with us 

some of the relevant principles and halachic guidelines regarding this matter? 

A 

Showering on Yom Tov with Water Not Heated on Yom Tov 

1. On Yom Tov (even when it is just one day) you may wash your entire 

body with hot water from a mechanical solar water heater (that does not 
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activate electricity when used like the kind found in Israel), but only one 

part of the body at a time.130 

Extremely Uncomfortable 

2. If you are extremely uncomfortable ( הברה רעטצמ ), (such as might happen 

when there is a heat wave and there is no air-conditioning available, or one 

perspired a great deal and it is the second day of Yom Tov) one may take 

a hot shower (the whole body at once) on Yom Tov with water heated 

with a solar water heater (that does not immediately activate an electrical 

circuit) or other water that no one heated on Yom Tov.131 

3. The standard geyser commonly used in Johannesburg directly triggers an 

electrical circuit that then heats the water and is forbidden to use. The 

 

 ו''כשב ראובמכ תבש ברעמ ומחוהש ןימחב רבא רבא וליפא ופוג בור ץוחרל רוסא תבשבש ףא 130

 תחא תבב ופוג לכ ץחרי אלש דבלבו ט''ויעמ ומחוהש ןימחב ופוג לכ ץוחרל ירש ט''ויב מ''מ ,א''ס

 .)ח''י ק''ס א''יקת ןמיס ב''מע( רבא רבא אלא

 ןמיסב א''ער תוהגהב ונאצמ וירבד רואיבו .לקהל א''ער םשב בתכ םימב ה''ד א''ס ו''כש ל''הבב 131

 תואיצמבד אלא ,תבשב ףא ךייש הז רתיהו .רעטצמב וליקה ,הריזג םושמ ורסאש רבד לכד ה''ס ז''ש

 םימה לושיב לע ר''ספ יוהו םירק םימ סנכנ םימח םימ אצוישכד רוסא שמש דודמ םימח םימ םויה

 חלקתהל שמש דודהמ םימח םימב שמתשהל יאשר ט''ויב ןכלו ,ךכל שושחל ךירצ ןיא ט''ויב .םירקה

 קונית ןינעל ח''י ק''ס א''יקת ב''מה ירבדב ט''וי ןינעל םג א''ער ירבד דוסי ונאצמ .רעטצמב ופוג לכ

 ןימח ריתהל רתוי ט''ויב לקימ קרו( ש''ע וא ט''ויעמ ומחוהש ןימחב וצחורל ריתמ ךרוצה תעלש

 יוהד םושמ ל''יו ,ירשד עמשמ תבש ברע וא ט''וי ברע לש ןימח ןינעל לבא ,קוניתל ט''ויב ומחוהש

 .)א''ער ריתהש רעטצמכ

 הלועפ השע םדא םאה ונייה תבשב ומחוהל תבש ברעמ ומחוהש םימ ןיב םיקסופה וקליחש המ הנהו

 תבשב הלועפ םוש םהב השענ אלש םימו ,רתיהב וא רוסיאב השענש ןיב ,אל וא תבשב םממחל ידכ

 ,שמש דודב םיאצמנה םימד הארנ ןכלו .ט''וי ברעמו תבש ברעמ ומחוהש םימ ללכב םה םימח ןיידעו

 ,הלועפ םוש םהב השענ אלש ןויכ תבש ברעמ ומחוהש םימ ללכב םה ט''ויב וא תבשב ומחוה םא ףא

 ה''הד בתכ ג''י ק''ס ד''יפ כ''שש רפסבו .ד''קס םש א''מה לע ב''קס ו''כש א''ער תוהגהב ראובמ ןכ

 ,דודב םיאצמנה םימחהמ םמחתמו םירק םימ םשל סנכנו ט''ויב זרבהמ םימח םימ ואיצוהשכ

 .הנווכ ילבו ר''ספ ךרד השענש ןויכ ש''עמ ומחוהכ אבישח
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normal שמש דוד  in Israel does not trigger an electrical circuit every time it 

is used. 

Heating the Water on Yom Tov 

4. You may even heat enough water on Yom Tov (without using electricity) 

to wash parts of your body, provided that it is only enough to wash a 

minority of your body. Heating enough water to wash most of the body is 

forbidden.132 

Showering in Warm Water on Yom Tov when Uncomfortable 

5. Ashkenazim have accepted the custom not to bathe in a river even though 

the water is not hot. Rav Moshe adds that it is customary not to shower as 

usual even in warm water (37° C). However, if one is uncomfortable 

( רעטצמ ) one may shower as long as the water is not as hot as it usually is 

when one showers.133 

 

 וידי וינפ דבלמ םירבא ראש ריתהל הטונד לבא ה''דו וידי ה''ד ל''הבו ט''קס א''יקת ב''מ ןייע 132

 לכל הושה רבד וניא ופוג לכ תציחרד םיקסופה ועבק לבא .שפנ לכל הושה רבד ללכב הז םגד וילגרו

 הנתשנד לקוש יתייה אניפתסמד אלולו .ח''יו י''קס א''יקת ב''מ ןייע ךכב ןיליגרה ןיגנועמל קר שפנ

 םיצחורו וללה ןיגנועמה ללכב םה א''נב בור ףא רשפאו ,הברהו ,תונורחאה םינש האמב א''נב תגהנה

 השעמל םלוא .ופוג לכ ץוחרל ט''ויב םימ םחהל ירש אליממו ,תובורק םיתעל םימח םימב םפוג לכ

 .רבדב םיקסופה ילודג ועירכי כ''אא ז''ע ךומסל ןיא

 תחלקמד השמ 'ר שדחמ הנהו .םש ה''ע ןמיסבו 'ג תוא הציחר ךרע ד''ע ןמיס ד''ח ח''וא מ''גא ןייע 133

 ,גהנמ חכ הזל שיד רשפאו חלקתהל םלועה וגהנ אל מ''מו א''מרה ריכזהש גהנמ ללכב וניא ונלש

 רעטצמ םתסד אכיה פ''כע .םיזנכשאה גהנמ ללכב יוה ונלש תחלקמד הארנ םיקסופה ראשמ םנמא

 כ''כ ,לוחב ץוחרל א''נב םתס ךרדש םוחה תדממ תוחפ אוהש לכ אוה ןנוצ רדגו ,ןנוצב חלקתהל ירש

 וא ,םלועה יפב םח ארקנש לכ א''י .םירחא םירדג ורמא םיקסופה ראשו .םש ד''ע ןמיסב השמ 'ר

 .ג''קס ד''יפ כ''שש ןייע )37°( ןימח בישח אל ףוגה םוח ז''פל אצמנ ,תומימח וב ןישיגרמש לכ

 .ל''נכ ,י''ועבמ ומחוהש םימח םימב חלקתהל ףא ירש ,הברה רעטצמ םאו
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Infants 

6. Infants may be bathed in water from the mechanical solar heater. 

However, one may not heat up water on Yom Tov to bathe infants.134 

Preparing for the Mikve 

7. A woman who needs to go to the mikve on Motza’ei Shabbos should do 

all of the preparations on Friday before Shabbos. On Motza’ei Shabbos, 

she should inspect her body carefully for any chatzitzoh.135 She may use 

water heated on Yom Tov to wash those parts of her body that need 

cleaning, provided she is not washing the majority of her body. She may 

shower or bathe in water that is not as hot as she usually has it. Body-

temperature water is permissible. She may not use a washrag or a bar of 

soap. 

8. If she needs to go to the mikve on Sunday night (when Yom Tov is Sunday 

and Monday), it is best to prepare on Friday (not Yom Tov) and check 

herself again on Sunday night. She may clean herself with hot water as 

discussed earlier (regarding tevilloh on Motza’ei Shabbos). She may also take 

a shower on Sunday during the day (as it is Yom Tov, it must be done in 

a restricted fashion according to the rules mentioned above); however, it 

is recommended that she clean herself again on Sunday night so that her 

chafifoh is done shortly before she goes to the mikve.136 

 

 םימ םמחל רוסא ןיידע םנמא ,קונית תציחר ןינעל קר יריימ םתה םלוא .ח''י ק''ס א''יקת ב''מע 134

 ילוח םוקמב ירכנ י''ע לקהל דדצמ ג''י ק''ס ב''מב םלוא .ב''ס א''יקת א''מרב ראובמכ םתציחר רובע

 .תצק

 .ףוסה דע ו''סמ טרפבו ט''צק ןמיס ד''וי ןייע 135

 םשב איבה ןכו תבש לילב תלבוטש ףא ש''עב ט''ויב ףופחל יאשרד ל''ס ו''ס ט''צק ד''ויב ז''טה 136

 ,רשפאד אכיה הליבטל הפיפח ךומסל ךירצ םלועלד ל''ס םיקסופ בורד א''רגה תעד םנמא ,השירדה

 השאה תיאשר פ''כע םנמא .ש''עב התשעש המ לע ךומסל אלו תבש לילב החדהה תושעל שי כ''או
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9. A woman who needs to go to the mikve on Sunday night may start 

preparing on Sunday night instead. She is not absolutely required to 

prepare on Friday since there will be a lapse of a few days between Friday 

and Sunday night.137 

Towels, Soap and Washrags 

10. One can wash hairy parts of the body such as a bearded chin or the top of 

the head.138 One may also dry the entire body with a towel. However, care 

should be taken not to squeeze the water out of the hair. 

11. One may use liquid soap or shampoo to wash the body and hair.139 

12. A washrag or sponge cannot be used on Shabbos or Yom Tov. 

152. I just checked my hand shmuroh matzos for the Seder and they are all 

broken! What should I do? 

152.1. If only a small part of the hand matzo is broken and you think 

it is less than 1/24th of the matzo, it is considered a whole matzo. If 

the edges are baked well and the matzo was baked that way, it is also 

considered whole. 

152.2. If it is clearly broken, even though normally you should start 

with three whole matzos, in your situation you can use one of the 

 

 ע''ע( תבש לילב בוש חידהל כ''חאו ל''נכ רתומה ךרדב ט''וי אוהש ש''עב חלקתהל ,םהינש תושעל

 .)תעשבו ה''ד םירואיבב ו''ס ט''צק ןחלשה ידב

 .ז''ס כ''ק א''מכחו ו''קס ט''צק ך''שכ אלדו ד''י ק''ס ט''צק הרהט ירדס 137

 .גלק ןמיס א''ח ח''וא מ''גאו א''קס ד''יפ כ''שש ןייע 138

 ןמשד( חרממ םושמ וב ןיא ,טעמ טעמ וליפא ךפשנ ופמשה וא ןובסהש לכו .א''יסס ו''כש ש''הע 139

 .ל''צז א''שירגה תעד אוה ןכ ,):ומק תבשב ראובמכ בקנ וב םותסל יואר קחממ םושמ וב שיש בע

 םושמ ורסאש המו .תפצקהמ תלעותו ןינע ול ןיאד דלונ םושמ וב ןיא תפצק הזוע ופמשה םא וליפאו

 תעד אוה ןכ .דלונ יוה ונממ בזהד אדיטשפכ ךתינש הממ הנהנו לכוא אוהו ךתינה רבדב קר אוה דלונ

 דלונ םושמ םירבד רוסאל אלו הזב לקהל שיו .גיק ןמיס א''ח ח''וא מ''ורגאכ אלדו ל''צז א''שירגה

 .םינומדקה םיקסופב ונאצמ אלש המ
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broken matzos as the middle matzo for the mitzvoh of achilas matzoh 

and another broken one for afikomen. Shulchan Aruch requires that the 

top and bottom matzo to be sheleimim (whole matzos) for the berochoh 

of hamotzie. Since you don’t have hand shmuroh that are whole, you can 

use machine matzos for the top and bottom. They don’t need to be 

shmuroh, just don’t use either of those for the mitzvoh of eating matzoh 

the night of the Seder. Their function will remain for the berochoh of 

hamotzie. If none of these options works for you, then you can rely on 

the opinion of the Vina Gaon that rules that one does not need whole 

matzos the night of the Seder. The mitzvoh of the night is matzo that 

is lechem oni, broken matzos. The berochoh of hamotzie does not require 

sheleimim according to the Gro. Therefore, just use the broken matzos 

for the three matzos and make all the berachos as usual. 
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153.  

Tevillas Keilim 

Judaism considers one’s possessions an extension of himself. Just as a gentile 

who wishes to convert to Judaism needs to immerse his or her body in a 

mikve as part of that process, so to, certain food related utensils (as described 

below) that were manufactured or owned by an aino Yehudi and which now 

belong to a Yehudi (gifted or sold) need to be properly immersed in a mikve 

before use. The source for this is found in the Torah (Bimidbar 31:33) when 

Bnei Yisroel attacked Midian and took their possessions as booty. Before 

using the kitchen utensils, they needed to purify them from tumas meiss, tarfus 

and the change in status due to a change in ownership which requires 

immersion in the mikve. This principle extends beyond spoils of war to any 

change of ownership from an aino Yehudi to a Yehudi. Practically speaking that 

means that pots, pans dishes, cutlery, drinking glasses and the like which had 

been owned by an aino Yehudi and now belong to a Yehudi should be immersed 

in a mikve before their first use by a Yehudi. Some of the practical laws shall 

be presented here. 

First Hachshoroh then Tevilloh 

154. Before the process of immersion is done, if the utensil is not new and 

may have absorbed flavor that is not kosher, the kashering process (hag’oloh 

[immersion in boiling water] or libbun) need be done first and only 

afterwards should one do tevillas keilim. If a utensil was immersed in a 

mikve while it still had treif flavor absorbed in it (even ta’am eino ben yomo), 

the item should be kashered and immersed a second time without a 

berochoh. 

Complete Transfer of Ownership 

155. The utensil must have left the possession of the aino Yehudi and fully 

belong to the Yehudi ready for his personal use. A utensil borrowed or 
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rented from an aino Yehudi or from a Jewish/non-Jewish partnership need 

not be immersed. If utensils are purchased from the partnership or if the 

Jew buys out the non-Jewish partner and now has total ownership of the 

utensils, tevilloh with a berochoh is required. 

155.1. If the aino Yehudi released his ownership and made it available 

for all to acquire (hefker), and subsequently a Jew acquired it, the item 

should be immersed without a berochoh.140 

155.2. Even if all the workers that manufactured the utensils are Jewish, 

the utensil requires tevilloh if the manufacturing company is owned by 

a non-Jew. This halochoh applies to companies whose entire 

ownership is completely held by non-Jews, or if non-Jewish owners 

hold a majority of the company. Similarly, a company that has non-

Jewish voting stockholders that can have a significant impact on the 

company would also be considered non-Jewish ownership even if they 

are not a majority of the company. Unless one has information to the 

contrary, one should assume that all companies outside Eretz Yisroel 

have some public non-Jewish ownership and require tevilloh after a Jew 

purchases them for personal use. 

155.3. If the company is entirely owned by a Jew and all the parts are 

owned by a Jew and assembled by a non-Jew in the factory belonging 

to a Jew, the item does not need to be immersed. 

155.4. An item manufactured by a company owned by ainum Yehudim 

which was sold to a Jewish retailer who in turn sold the item to a Yehudi 

consumer, needs tevilloh by the consumer with a berochoh. 

 

 רקפה לכה ראשנו םלוכ וגרהש גועו ןוחיס תמחלממ היאר איבהש טק ד''וי יבצ רה ת''וש ןייע 140
 לובטל שיו הזב םיקפקפמ םירחאו ל''ז קנרפ פ''צרה םנמא .הליבטה לע זא לארשי ווטצנ אל ןכלו

 .הכרב ילב
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155.5. A tevilloh performed by the Jewish retailer is ineffective since it 

is considered merchandise to him and not kitchen utensils. Therefore, 

while it is commendable for a store that sells kitchenware to have a 

mikve on premises, the items should be immersed by the consumer 

after he has halachically acquired them and not by the store owner. 

155.6. However, if it is not clear if the majority shareholders of the 

company are ainum Yehudim, the item should be immersed without a 

berochoh. 

155.7. While manufacturing companies outside of Israel can be 

assumed to belong to ainum Yehudim, this is not true of American 

companies. Many American companies have a significant number of 

Jewish stockholders and one should not assume that the majority 

stockholders are ainum Yehudim. If verification is difficult; and there is 

a reasonable likelihood that the company may have a majority of 

Jewish stockholders, one should immerse items purchased from that 

company without a berochoh. 

156. A manufacturing company that is completely owned by a Jew but the 

workers who fashion the items are ainom Yehudim; the items do not need 

tevilloh. 

157. A Yehudi who gave his item to an aino Yehudi technician to fix, needs to 

immerse the item without a berochoh if the item was unusable or made 

unusable during the time it was with the aino Yehudi. The craftsmanship 

itself is considered partial ownership and when the item is returned to the 

owner, the owner acquires an item that was partially owned by an aino 

Yehudi. 

157.1. Therefore, if a utensil which was owned by a Jew and was 

properly immersed fell into disrepair, and the utensil was no longer 

functional (e.g. a hole or crack on the bottom of a pot), and an aino-
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Yehudi repairman welded a new patch onto the broken area; the newly 

repaired vessel would require tevilloh once again without a berochoh. 

158. Utensils require tevilloh if they were given by an aino Yehudi to a Yehudi 

as a gift or if they were bought from an aino Yehudi. This requirement 

would apply, even if the Jew owned the utensil originally, subsequently 

sold it to the non-Jew and subsequently bought it back from him. It is for 

this reason that one should not sell chometz keilim to a non-Jew. 

159. If someone converts to Judaism, their utensils require tevilloh, even if 

they were only used for kosher food, since the utensils were transferred 

from the possession of an aino Yehudi to the possession of a Yehudi. 

However, since this halochoh is not found in the Gemoro or Shulchan 

Aruch, one should not make a berochoh on the immersion.141 

160. A person who is about to purchase an item which would require tevilloh, 

but he has no way to immerse the item, may choose to take the item and 

pay for it with the intention not to halachically acquire it. He then may use 

the item until he has the availability to immerse it. At that time, he should 

make a kinyan with the intention of acquisition and then immerse it.142 

160.1. Once he has acquired the item by moving or lifting it, it may not 

be used before tevilloh. 

Usage before Immersion 

161. It is forbidden to use a utensil for food preparation or dining purposes 

before it is immersed in a mikve. Even a one-time, temporary use is 

 

 רוקמ ונאצמ אל לבא ,הזל הז לש ותולעבמ רבעש ןידמ ילכל המוד וניאד קלחל םוקמ שיד הארנ 141

 יכרדבו .ידוהיל יוגמ הנתשה אוהו ,םדא ןב ותוא לש ותולעבב ראשנ ץפחהשכ םילכ תליבט בויחל
 קלחל כ''כ םוקמ ןיא הארנה יפכ ףא ךרבי אלד הארנ ןכלו ,הזב קפס איבה ד''קס כ''ק ןמיס הבושת
 םיקסופהמ דח טימתשיא אלש רחאמ םלוא ,הכרבב לובטל בייחד םיטונ םירבדהו ,ארבסב
 .השעמל הכלה ז''יאש ןכתי ,הזב רבדל םינומדקה
 .ו''ס ןמיס ב''ח המלש תחנמ 142
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forbidden. This is not only true for items that belong to the person who 

wishes to use the item but even if the item belongs to another Jew who is 

required to immerse the utensil and did not do so, no Jew is allowed to 

use item until it is properly immersed.143 

161.1. However, if the owner will not immerse the item and does not 

let the user immerse the item, a guest may use the item without 

immersion since the restriction to use the item is in order to motivate 

the user to immerse the item. If the user cannot immerse the item 

because the owner will not allow him to do so, then the restriction is 

waived. 

161.2. This principle can be applied to restaurants and hotels that do 

not immerse their cutlery and will not allow the guests to take the items 

out of the premises to a mikve.144 

161.3. That principle is only used when the true owner is unwilling to 

immerse the utensil and a second party wishes to use it. However, if 

the owner himself wishes to immerse the item before using it, and 

cannot, he may not use the item until it is immersed. 

161.4. Shulchan Aruch, however, has a solution for a person who 

wishes to immerse the vessel but is unable to. He may sell or give it to 

a non-Jew he is friendly with and subsequently borrow it.145 This type 

 

 הבייח המ לע כ''לאד ,שומיש רוסיא שיש הלגמ ,הדועס ילכ לובטל תבייחמ הרותהש המ םצע 143

 שמתשהל ורסא םג ל''זחש המב ב''צ כ''או ,הליבט ילב םג שמתשהל רתומ היה וליא הליבט הרותה

 ,לובטל אחרט הזב ןיאו וינפב הוקמ ול שי םאד ל''יו ,םלבוטל םישנא ןברדל ידכ םילובט אל םילכב

 לוכי וניאו םלבוטל ול השק םא לבא ,םלבטיש שומישה ינפל ל''רו הליבט תבייחמו הרותה אב ז''ע

 .םלבוטלמ חכשי אלש ידכ שומישה ורסאו ל''זח ואב ,דימ ותושעל

 .ד''יקס ו''ס ןמיס ב''ח המלש תחנמ 144
 הדועס ילכ תריכמ ןינעב הריכמ רטש לע תורעהב כ''שמו ז''ס ג''כש ח''ואו ,כ''ק ס''ס ד''וי ןייע 145

 הפוקתל ז''ע ךומסל רוסא לבא ,ןמז תצקו תבשל אלא ז''ע ךמוס וניא ב''מהד ,עדו .הזב יתבחרהש
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of contrived scheme is only permissible to avoid violating a rabbinic 

prohibition. A Torah violation should not be bypassed with such a 

ruse. This approach is put into practice in the chometz sale to the non-

Jew at times when many cannot immerse their new kitchen utensils. 

This was the case in many places leading up to Pesach 5780 during the 

coronavirus pandemic. For more details, see the Hebrew contract of 

chometz sale and the footnotes. This issue is also addressed later (178). 

161.5. If it is impractical to include the kitchen utensils in the sale (e.g., 

the rabbi arranging the sale has not made allowances for this in the 

contract), and there is no other option to have kitchen utensils, one 

may make the items ownerless (hefker) and use them as hefker.146 

162. While it is best to immerse utensils as soon as possible, it is permitted 

to keep items in one’s home even if they are not yet immersed. 

163. If a utensil was used numerous times without tevilloh, one is still 

required to immerse it before its next use.147 

Which Items need to be Immersed? 

164. Keilim (utensils) can be categorized into three halachic groupings: 

164.1. utensils requiring tevilloh (immersion) with a berochoh 

164.2. utensils requiring tevilloh without a berochoh 

 

 םלוא .ויסכנמ קלחכ הארנד שמתשהל רוסאד ידוהיה דיב ןוכשממ ותיארו ,ה''ל ק''ס ש''ע ,הכורא

 רתוי רקפהש ףא ,ךכב ךרוצ שישכ רקפהבו הזב לקהל שיו ,יכה עמשמ אל םינורחאה ראש תמיתסמ

 .וידיב לואש היהיש אידהל ול רמואו ירכנל ןתנש ילכמ ןוכשמל המוד

146 Hefker should be done in front of 3 people, two of which should be adult males qualified 

as witnesses. It can be done through WhatsApp, Zoom or other videoconference tool. The 

three people should be close enough acquaintances that the original owner need not be 

concerned that one of the three will grab the equipment since he or she is aware that it is 

ownerless. 

 .כ:גע םדא תמכח 147



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 159 

164.3. And utensils that do require tevilloh. 

165. Utensils require tevilloh with a berochoh when they have direct 

contact with food during preparation or mealtime and when they are made 

from these six metals: copper, gold, iron, lead, silver and tin or if they are 

made of glass including Pyrex, Duralex, and Corelle.148 (Corelle, a form of 

 

148 For example, salt and pepper shakers made of glass should be immersed with a berochoh. 
(See Chochmas Odom 73:10.) Salt and ground pepper are classified as foods as they are 
ready to be added to dishes for flavoring. One can should make a shehakol when consuming 
salt. Chazal legislated that one must immerse glass and thus a berochoh is required. 

Other Metals: However, the Torah only mentions immersing the six metals listed above. 
Other metals should be immersed together with glass or silver so the berochoh is made 
and covers the other metal utensils. If that is not possible, it should be immersed without 
a berochoh. If it is very difficult to immerse the utensil, it may be used without tevilloh until it 
becomes feasible to immerse in a mikve. The logic behind this shall be presented in loshon 
kodesh. 

 ר''א :ה''ע ז''ע ארמגבו .הליבט ןינועט תיכוכז ילכו תכתמ ילכד קספ א''ס כ''ק ןמיס רבחמה הנה
 הליבטד בתכ ג''קס ח''רפבו ,ימד תוכתמ ילככ הנקת םהל שי ורבתשנ יכו ליאוה תיכוכז ילכ ינה ישא
 'ו קר רכזנ השרפבד ףא ת''המ הליבט בייח תכתמ ילכ לכד ראובמ ג''כס ש''העבו .ןנברדמ איה וז

 .תכתמ יגוס

 והילא וניבר כ''שמ ד''מ תואב איבה תורהט רדס שארב לארשי תראפת לעבמ תעד שקבי סרטנוקב
 הז ד''עפלו ז''ע י''אפתה ףיסוהו ,תרפועו לידב לזרב תשחנ ףסכ בהז םינימ 'ו ללוכ תוכתמד )א''רגה(
 'וכו וניתובא םורעש אלש םישדח תכתמ ינימ המכ םייעבטה ואצמ וללה םיתעב ירהד אקוד ואל
 רותסי אלש א''רגה ירבד שרפל םש בתכו .ל''כע תכתמ ארקנ םיחפ יעוקר שיטפב עקרנה לכ אלא
 .ש''העה ירבד ןיעכ אוהו .תודלות םה תוכתמה ראשו םיללכה ריכזה ןואגהו ,וירבד

 השרפב ןייונמה תכתמה ינימ 'ו קר האמוט תלבק ןינעלד ל''סד ד''סק ןמיס ב''ח ד''וי מ''גאב ןייעו
 ןדו ,וכותב תמ שישכ ןוריואל ןהכ תסינכ ןינעל יריימ ל''נה הבושת .רתוי אלו האמוט םילבקמ םה
 ארקב ורמאנש תכתמ ינימ קר ילוא ל''זו השרפב תכתמה ששמ וניאש ןוריואה לש תכתמה ןינעל םש
 תויטרפב םבישחהל ארקה ךרצוהדמ ןכ הארנ היה תצקו םירחא םינימ אלו האמוט ןילבקמ םה 'וכו
 קרש ונעימשהל ןטרפ ןכלש תכתמ ינימ דוע אכיאש אילג אימש יפלכו ,תכתמ רבד לכ ךא ללכב אלו

 ףלימל ןיא הז אלב םג הנה .דחאכ םיאבה םיבותכ השש םהו 'וכו םירחא תכתמ ינימ אלו ט''קמ ולא
 ט''קמ אל תיכוכז ילכד אהמ תצק היארו כ''הזג ןה האמוט יניד לכד שדח ןימל האמוט יניד
 מ''מ לבא ארקבש ולאכ תכתמ ילכ ןיד ןהל אהיש ןנירמא אלו תכתמכ ןיכתינ ןהש ףא אתיירואדמ
 'וכו השרפב ןייונמה אלא אתיירואד ןיאמט תכתמ ילכ ןיא :ט''י ה''רב י''שר ע''עו .ל''כע אנידל ע''צ
 .ל''כע
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glass, should not be confused with Corning Ware, a form of earthenware, 

which will be discussed later in this article.) 

165.1. From the cursory research I have done, it seems that steel is 

made of many metals, but the majority is iron. While there are many 

types of steel, the ones used as kitchenware are usually close to 70% 

iron. If this is true, stainless steel cutlery, pots and pans need tevilloh 

with a berochoh. 

166. The utensil must come in direct contact with the food. If there is a 

separation between them, the item does not need tevilloh (e.g., stovetop 

grates). However, if there is just paper or foil in between the food and 

utensil (like baking paper on a tray), the item does need tevilloh. 

167. Utensils should be immersed without a berochoh if they are made 

of any other metal and come in contact with the food during preparation 

of the food or when dining. This includes aluminum and brass. For 

example, a vegetable peeler, nutcracker, hot water urn or hot air popcorn 

 

 ולא 'ו קר םילכ תליבט ןינעל ה''הד רשפא תכתמ ןיבשחנ ולא 'ו קר האמוט ןינעלד ומכ הרואכלו
 ילכ תליבט ןינעלד כ''ק ןמיס ד''ויב בתכ ע''וש לע בקעיל תמא רפסב לבא .ת''המ הליבטב םיבייח
 םילבקמ םניא םישדח תוכתמ ראשו םוינימולאש ףאו האמוט תלבקב יולת וניאש רמוא יבל ם''וכע
 יולת םילכ תליבט בויחד רשפאד רמול דדצמ כ''חאו .ת''המ הליבטב םיבייחד ל''י מ''מ ,האמוט
 ומכ ןוקית ןהל שי ורבתשנ יכו ליאוה תיכוכז לש ןנברד הריזגב וליפא אלא דוע אלו .האמוט תלבקב
 ת''המ הליבטב םיבייח וניא םא ףאד תכתמ ינימ ראש ש''כד א''דסו ,ןנברדמ הליבטב םיבייחו תכתמ
 אלד תיכוכזמ ערג תכתמ ילכ ראשד רשפאד םש בתכ ,תיכוכזמ ערג אלד ןנברדמ םיבייח ויהי פ''כעד
 םינימה 'ומ וניאש תכתמד רחאמ לבא ,תכתמכ ךתינו האמוט לבקמה רבדב אלא הליבט ונקת
 .םירכנמ םיחקינשכ םלבטל והיילע אכיל ןנברד בויח םגד רשפא האמוט לבקמ וניא םירכזנה
 .הכרב ילב םוינימולא ילכ לובטל שיד הרוה העומשה יפמד ובתכ םש הרעהבו

 הרותב םייונמה תוכתמ 'ו אלא לובטל ךירצ ןיאש יתעמש א''טילש רשיפ המלש ר''הגה ר''וממו
 .תיכוכז ילכל ומד אלו ,ללכ הליבט צ''א ראשהו

 שי רשפאד אכיהד אנידל הארנו .הכרבב תוכתמ ינימ לכ לובטל םלועה וגהנש המודמכ םנמא
 לבא ,הכרבמ םתוא רוטפל ידכ יאדוב הכרב בייחש ילכ םע דחי תוכתמ ינימ ראש לובטל רימחהל
 .הליבט צ''א קחדה תעשבו הכרב ילב לובטל שי הליחתכל ,השקש וא א''א םא
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maker come in direct contact with food but are not necessarily made of 

one of the six metals or glass. Unless it is made of stainless steel, it should 

be immersed without a berochoh. 

168. This may cover many utensils for baking, frying, cooking or roasting 

(e.g., hot water kettle, urn, shredder, filter, knives, mixer parts and baking 

trays). 

168.1. Disposable aluminum pans for cooking or baking should be 

immersed in a mikve without a berochoh if they are strong enough to be 

reused more than once. It makes no difference whether or not you 

plan to dispose of the pan after a single use. Since the utensil is durable 

enough to be reused, it is a vessel which requires tevilloh and practices 

of our wealthy society do not change the halachic definition of a keili. 

Therefore, unless the disposable pans were manufactured by a Jew 

who owns his company, or they are so flimsy that they cannot 

withstand a second use they should be immersed in a mikve without a 

berochoh before use. 

Other Examples where one should immerse without a berochoh 

168.2. If one is unsure whether a utensil which requires tevilloh was in 

fact immersed, it should be immersed without a berochoh.149 

168.3. Utensils made from a combination of materials, e.g. metal pots 

coated with Teflon or enamel. 

 

 בייח םא קפס וב שיש רבדב כ''אשמ ארוסיא קזחתיא מ''מ ,ןנברדמ םבויחש תיכוכז ילכ וליפא 149

 ש''תפ ןייע( וליבטהל א''אשכ ךרוצה תעל הליבט אלל ושומישב לקהל שי ןנברדמ ובויח םא הליבטב
 .'מ ןמיס ב''ח ד''וי מ''גאו א''י ק''ס כ''ק ד''וי
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168.4. Utensils used exclusively for raw ingredients, but could also be 

used for edible food (e.g. the beater used in a mixer, shechita knife, or 

potato peeler150). 

168.5. Metal utensils used for food storage that remain in the kitchen 

or pantry and are not brought to the table, e.g. metal flour or sugar 

canisters. 

169. Utensils do not require tevilloh even if they come into direct contact 

with food during preparation or mealtime, if they are made from bone, 

earthenware, china, porcelain, paper, plastic, stone, stoneware, Styrofoam, 

Corning Ware or wood. 

169.1. Utensils made from metal or glass whose intended purpose is 

not for food usage, e.g., an arts and crafts knife. Even if the knife was 

to be occasionally used for food preparation, tevilloh would not be 

required. 

169.2. Metal or glass utensils that do not come into direct contact with 

the food, e.g. the metal shell of a removable crockpot, can opener, 

knife sharpener or corkscrew. 

169.3. Utensils which are made by a Jewish craftsman (observant or 

non-observant) who owns his company or business and are sold 

directly to a Jewish customer. 

169.4. Empty metal cans that previously held food, e.g., canned 

vegetables, can be used to cook food therein without tevilloh. One does 

 

150 Many Israelis do not eat raw carrots, however, for those that peel carrots and eat them 

raw or might use the peeler for apples, are required to immerse their steel peeler with a 

berochoh. Many peelers are made of stainless steel and are made of a metal that requires 

tevilloh. English speakers will often use peelers for foods that are eaten raw. 
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not have to immerse the can, because the Yehudi who opened the can 

to remove the original contents has now created a “new” utensil. 

169.5. Storage utensils that are not brought to the table and the food 

is always wrapped (e.g., tea bags candies) do not need tevilloh. If the 

food is placed in the storage container and is not wrapped (e.g., glass 

spaghetti/pasta containers or cookie jars) one should immerse without 

a berochoh. If the storage container is occasionally brought to the table 

and one eats from the storage container, it should be immersed with a 

berochoh. 

169.6. When food sold in glass jars (mayonnaise jars or juice bottles) is 

emptied, the glass jar does not require tevilloh before using, since its use 

as a container is secondary to its contents. If a deposit is required on 

the bottle, the glass has individuality in its own right and would require 

tevilloh before reuse. In the event that the jar or the bottle is fancy and 

important in its own right, tevilloh would be required. One should not 

assume that Jewish merchants immerse the jars or fancy trays that they 

use to package loose or bulk food items. 

169.7. Utensils used exclusively with raw, non-edible food, e.g. cookie 

cutters or a metal tenderizer hammer, do not need tevilloh. 

169.8. These items do not need tevilloh: a blech, metal dish racks, meat 

thermometer, knife sharpener, toaster, oven racks and metal or wood 

rolling pins. 

170. Items which do not need tevilloh should not be immersed.151 

 

 .הלטבל הכרב ותכרב היהתו םהילע ךרבל אבי אמש הפ:חנ ללכ ה''וא 151
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Preparation of the item for Immersion 

171. The utensil to be immersed must be completely clean. It should be free 

of dirt, dust, rust, stickers, or glue so that the water of the mikve can reach 

all parts of the item at once. If the utensil was immersed with a label, it 

may not be a chatzitzoh if it covers only a small portion of the item and the 

owner is interested that the label to remain on the item. When a label is 

left on, one should consult a rav. 

The Mikve 

172. The immersion must be done in a mikve, which is kosher for tevillas 

noshim (swimming pools and a mikve that is kosher for men only does not 

qualify). One may also use the ocean. However, rivers that rise due to rain 

or melting snow can be used for tevilloh only after settling back to their 

normal level. 

173. Glass may be immersed in snow under special circumstances. 

Who Can Immerse the Utensil? 

174. Anyone may tovel keilim, including a small child or a non-Jew. The 

tevilloh must be done in the presence of a Jewish adult to verify that it took 

place. The recitation of a berochoh can only be said if an adult Jew does the 

immersion, is the owner of the item or was appointed by the owner to 

immerse the utensil. Therefore, if many utensils are to be immersed with 

the help of a child or an aino Yehudi, the Jewish adult should first immerse 

a few vessels with a berochoh, and the child or non-Jew can take over under 

the supervision of the adult. 

The Tevilloh 

175. Prior to the immersion of metal or glass utensils, one wets his or her 

hand in the mikve water, holds the vessel in the wet hand and says, “Baruch 

ato Adonuy Eloheinu melech ha’olam asher kideshanu bemitzvosav vetzivonu al 
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tevillas keilim” and immerses the vessels. The water of the mikve must 

touch the entire vessel, both inside and out. The entire vessel must be 

under the water at one time. Under no circumstances can one utensil be 

immersed in stages, nor can two utensils touch each other during the entire 

time they are immersed. A pot cover can be immersed separately if it is 

removable. (Pot covers are considered to have direct contact with food 

since the vapors rise and touch the pot cover. If it is not joined to the pot, 

it is considered a separate utensil). 

175.1. Should you immerse an electrical appliance (e.g., hot water urn, 

sandwich maker) the entire vessel must be immersed at one time 

including the electrical cord. If the cord is not part of the unit but is 

plugged in, it does not need immersion. Remember not to use the item 

until it has completely dried out.152 

175.2. If only one vessel is immersed, the above procedure is followed 

and the berochoh “al tevillas keli” is recited. 

176. If one’s hands were wet with the mikve water, it is not necessary to let 

go of the item entirely in the mikve. The mikve water reaches all parts of 

the item at once since there is water in between the fingers and the item. 

If one held the utensil with dry hands before immersion, he or she would 

need to momentarily let go of the item while it is in the water. 

 

 )ט''נתת( יכדרמבו ,הליבט ןיכירצ ןיא ןצצוקל דיתעש תודי קרד ה''מ תואוקממ י''פב הנשמ פ''ע 152
 צ''יאש ןיממ היושע דיהש ףאו ,י''ס כ''ק ד''וי ע''ושב קספנ ןכו ,ילכה די ליבטהל ךירצ םגד הגהב
 עמשמ םגד ה''ה םילכמ ד''פ ם''במרב ע''עו .ש''ע )ד''צק( גרבנטורמ ם''רהמ ת''ושב כ''שמכ הליבט
 .ןכ

 ןיקיזחמ ןיאש ףאו ,טוחה ידעלבמ ילכב שמתשהל א''אש ילכל רבוחמה למשח טוחב ה''ה הרואכלו
 צ''אד ,ז''נ ןמיס א''ח ד''וי מ''גאב כ''שמכ אלדו .ב''ע ןמיס ב''ח קחצי תחנמב כ''כו .טוחה י''ע ילכה
 .לכואב עגונ וניאש ילמשחה קלחה ליבטהל
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177. A pocketknife used for food should be immersed in its open position 

so that the water will touch all areas of the blade. A narrow-necked bottle 

should be immersed neck up so that the inner surface of the bottle will fill 

completely with mikve water. 

178. It is sufficient to immerse the item once. Some prefer to immerse the 

item three times. There is no minimum amount of time that the utensil 

needs to be in the mikve. It needs to be wet enough to make another item 

wet. Make sure that there is no air trapped in the submerged vessel. 

Items made of Parts 

179. Utensils made of separate pieces that are assembled as a single unit, e.g. 

a meat grinder or thermos bottle, may be immersed in the manner used, 

and need not be immersed piece by piece, although one may separate a 

unit into its separate components and immerse each part separately. When 

immersing an assembled appliance, it is imperative that the water touch all 

areas that the food will touch during use, both inside and out. 

When it is Difficult to be Tovel 

180. A rav should be consulted if it is impossible to immerse a utensil 

because the utensil is too large to immerse in a mikve; if there is no mikve 

available; if the vessel will be ruined when placed in a mikve; or if 

immersion may present a hazard. Sometimes it is advisable to disassemble 

the vessel to the point in which it is unusable and impossible for a normal 

person to assemble. If the item is disassembled to the point that it is 

necessary to have an expert reassemble it, then when a Jew reassembles 

the item it would not need tevilloh. Since a Jew made the item functional, 

the Jewish technician is considered the item’s creator and owner. A 

craftsman owns his work in the item and when the utensil was not 

functional at any stage before the craftsman added his expertise, the 

craftsman’s addition affords him significant ownership in the item. Thus, 
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the item is considered to have come from the possession of a Yehudi. 

Reassembly would not apply to the parts of a meat grinder that are 

regularly assembled and disassembled during ordinary use. Reassembly 

would only apply to utensils that are not ordinarily dismantled. 

180.1. If a person disassembled a utensil and is not a professional 

craftsman or technician but is able to reassemble this item because he 

has just taken it apart and has become familiar with it, can assemble 

the item and it would not need tevilloh. Since an ordinary person would 

not have been able to reassemble the item, it is considered as if put 

together by a craftsman. 

181. Another suggestion would be to give the utensil in question to a non-

Jew as an outright gift and borrow it back from the non-Jew. However, 

this procedure only helps for the period when one cannot immerse the 

utensil such as for the day Shabbos (when it is forbidden to immerse, see 

next paragraph) or during the week in a place where there is no mikve 

available. (See earlier discussion 158.) 

When? 

182. Tevillas keilim may be performed day or night, except on Shabbos or 

Yom Tov. In case of great necessity, where one needs to use an untoveled 

keili on Shabbos or Yom Tov, the utensil may be given to a non-Jew as a 

present and the Yehudi may borrow it back. After Shabbos, if the Yehudi 

re-purchased the utensil from the non-Jew, it must be immersed in a mikve 

with a berochoh. 

183. One may immerse utensils on chol hamoed. 

184. If necessary, one may immerse an item with a berochoh during bein 

hashemoshos that enters into Shabbos or chag if he has not yet accepted 

Shabbos or chag but never as the Shabbos or chag leaves. 
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185. An item can only be immersed once it is an item that is designated for 

usage with food. A store owner purchases his merchandise for the purpose 

of selling them; he has no intention of using the items with food and would 

not do so. Therefore, he cannot immerse the items in advance of the sale 

to make the item more attractive. The immersion of a glass at a stage when 

it is a commercial commodity is premature and the immersion is invalid. 

Once the buyer makes the purchase and plans to use the glass for drinking, 

only then would an immersion be effective. 

186. Similarly, were one to purchase a gift and avoid using the item himself 

in the preparation or usage of food, in order to ensure that the item is in 

perfect condition and can be returned if necessary, that item, in the hands 

of the donor, is not yet considered a keli seudah. Immersion in a mikve 

(with or without a berochoh) would be ineffective.153 The only way to arrange 

for the item to be an immersed item before the gift is given, is if the donor 

buys the item for his own use, immerses the item, then uses the item and 

subsequently gives the used item as a gift to a friend. Otherwise, one 

should notify the recipient that the item is not yet immersed. If the donor 

is certain that the recipient will use the item without immersion, he may 

be in violation of lifnei iver; enabling another Jew to sin. However, if there 

is a doubt that the recipient may never use the item (e.g., they may use it 

as a decorative piece or return the item), then it is not considered a michshol 

vadai and is permissible to give as a gift as there is no lifnei iver on a safek 

michshol (see Chazon Ish Shevi’is 12:9 s.v. venireh).154 

 

 .בנת:א תוגהנהו תובושתב ז''יעכו ,כ:וס ןמיס ב''ח המלש תחנמ ןייע 153
 קפסד ג׳׳עא קפסב םימכח וליקהד אהד הארנו :ל׳׳זו םטטצמ יננה וירבד תוקיתמו תובישח בורמ 154

 תוקיפסב רימחהל ונאב םאד םושמ ,תוקיפסב רימחהל יואר היהו ,רוע ינפל ןתיל רוסא יאדו לושכמ

 ונחנא ןיבייחו ה׳׳ע קר ןהו םהמו ונמצעמ םולשו םייח יכרדו דסחמ ענמנש לושכמ השענ ימנ
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Ta’aroves 

187. If a keili that requires tevilloh was mixed together with utensils that have 

already been immersed and the untoveled utensil is unidentifiable, all of the 

vessels should be re-toveled. If this poses a difficulty or expense, a rav 

should be consulted. 

Invited as a Guest 

188. If one is invited to eat at a friend’s house who keeps kosher and it is 

known that the host’s utensils have not been toveled, a rav should be 

consulted. However, it is not proper or necessary to investigate if the host 

complies with the laws of tevillas keilim since we assume G-d fearing Jews 

comply with the halochoh. If by error a non-toveled utensil was used to 

prepare food, the food is still considered to be kosher and must be eaten 

on properly toveled dishes. Food served on a plate that has not been 

immersed should not be eaten from that plate.  

 

 אנשת אל לע ןירבועו ,םהיניבו וניניב תורחתו האנש תוברהל אלש כ׳׳שכו ,םמע ביטיהלו םתויחהל

 ןכ םירכנל רוכמל ףאו( ונממ םתוא ליצהל ןיאב ונאש הז רוסיאמ לק ןרוסיא ןיאש ןיואל המכ דועו

 םסנוקל גהנתהל שיש המכ דע סלפב ל׳׳זח ולקש ךכלהו ׳וכו )לארשי םע םולשה לע ןירהזומ ןה םגש

 יאדו אוהש ןמזב רוסאל ועירכהו ,ונלו םהל םילודג רתוי םילושכמ םורגנ אלשו םהמ ונידי ךושמלו

 .ל׳׳כע הרשיהו תעצוממה ךרד וזו קפסב ריתהלו הריבעל

 .האנש םורגי םא לושכמ ח׳׳לד יאדו רוסיאב ףא ינוליחב ז׳׳יעכ ליקה ה׳׳ל ןמיס א׳׳ח המלש תחנמבו
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After Pesach 

189. After Pesach, it is necessary to be vigilant to only buy chometz from 

gentiles or from Jews who sold their chometz during Pesach. Were 

chometz to have been owned by a Jew on Pesach in violation of the 

halochoh, that chometz should not be consumed by another Jew and is 

considered not kosher. This is a rabbinic penalty as a disincentive to own 

chometz during Pesach. This includes beer, bread, cat and dog food that 

contain grain, cereals, cookies, pasta, pretzels, soy sauce, wheat germ and 

whiskey.155 

190. However, if the Jew who had chometz before Pesach had sold his 

chometz through a reputable rabbi in order to comply with the halachic 

requirements of Pesach, that food may be eaten after Pesach even by those 

that would not otherwise rely on the form of sale for their own personal 

needs. As long as the Jew had complied with all halachic requirements 

from his perspective (whether or not the measures taken were halachically 

sufficient), there is no basis to penalize that person (see note 126). 

191. Rav Moshe Feinstein (O.C. 1:149) goes one step further. Even a store 

owner who sold his chometz through a rabbi before Pesach and 

subsequently kept his store open for business during Pesach selling 

chometz, nevertheless, whatever chometz is left in the store after Pesach 

may be purchased by observant Jews. The original sale is binding and 

irreversible. The store owner is considered to have repurchased those 

items of chometz he sold during Pesach from the gentile or stolen them, 

but that has no effect upon the previous sale. It also does not prove that 

 

155 See section 147 where I come to the conclusion that only when a kezayis of chometz 
was left over Pesach does it become forbidden after Pesach. Crumbs that are less than the 
size of an olive (less than 3 ml) are permissible to consume after Pesach. 
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he had no serious intention to go through with the sale. All the food stores 

and restaurants at Ben-Gurion Airport sell their chometz before Pesach. 

Most of them, however, are open for business during Pesach and sell 

chometz. 

192. An important distinction needs to be made between the nature of 

forbidden chometz after Pesach and chometz concerns before Pesach. 

Before Pesach, one avoids consuming known chometz or even when there 

is a doubt that chometz may be in a product. After Pesach, only if one is 

certain that a product is chometz should one avoid benefitting from it. If 

there is a doubt whether the item is chometz, it is permitted to consume 

it. This is relevant when shopping in a store that is owned by a majority of 

Jews and the chometz was not sold, all chometz products that were owned 

during Pesach should not be bought at that store. Once a reasonable doubt 

arises that the merchandise is new and was not owned by the store during 

the holiday of Pesach, it is permissible to buy those items at that store. 

Also, items that are generally avoided on Pesach due to a concern that they 

might be chometz are permissible after Pesach even if owned by a Jew 

during Pesach. This includes flour, ketchup, mayonnaise, mustard and 

maltodextrin. 

193. Kashrus Experts in the U.S. have identified many producers of 

whiskies that appear to be owned at least part by Jews and have not been 

sold over Pesach. Since the production of such whiskies is done over years, 

the problem extends to whiskies produced years ago as well. The following 

list of whiskies are not recommended unless there is basis to believe that 

they were not owned by a Jew over Pesach.

1792 Ridgemont 

99 Schnapps 

A. Smith Bowman 

Ancient Age 

Antique Collection 

Barton 
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Blantons 

Bowman 

Buffalo Trace 

California Deluxe 

Canadian Host 

Canadian Hunter 

Canadian LTD 

Canadian Supreme 

Colonel Lee 

Dr McGillicuddy’s 

Eagle Rare 

Elmer T Lee 

Experimental 

Collection 

Fireball 

Fleishmann’s 

George T. Stagg 

Hancock’s 

Presidents Reserve 

Herbsaint 

Highland Mist 

House of Stuart 

Imperial 

James Foxe 

Kentucky 

Gentleman 

Kentucky Tavern 

Lauder’s 

McAfee’s 

Benchmark 

Mr. Boston 

Northern Light 

Old Charter 

Old Rip Van Winkle 

Old Thompson 

Old Weller 

Pappy Van Winkle 

Peychaud’s 

Regan’s 

Rich & Rare 

Rock Hill Farms 

Royal Canadian 

Sazerac Rye 

Ten High 

Thomas H. Handy 

Tom Moore 

Van Winkle 

Very Old Barton 

Virginia Gentleman 

W L Weller

 

Most of these items are produced by The Sazerac Company 

http://www.sazerac.com/ . While they have recently begun to sell their 

chometz products for Pesach, it will take about 8 years for the first products 

being produced to reach the market. It will take even longer to be confident 

that the bourbon and whiskies are kosher. For a full list of their products see 

their website and brand portfolios. 
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It should be noted that if it is possible to return the chometz she’ovar olov haPesach 

(e.g., any of the bourbons mentioned above), one may do so and receive the 

refund. This is not considered benefitting from the chometz since the 

transaction is entirely reversed as a mekach taus (invalid sale if the buyer was 

unaware of its halachic status at the time of purchase and would never have 

made such a purpose were he to have known). 

194. In general, a large supermarket will have a two-week turnover. So if a 

store is known to be owned by a Jew who did not sell his chometz over 

Pesach, one should avoid buying chometz products for two weeks after 

Pesach. Smaller stores may have a longer time of turnover of their products. 

Alcoholic beverages have a longer turnover period and should not be 

purchased until after Shavuos. 

195. If it is not known whether the owner or major shareholders are Jewish, 

one may go after the majority of the people in the community. If the majority 

are not Jewish, without any significant indication otherwise, one may assume 

the owner is not Jewish. If the owner is not observant, having a last name that 

sounds Jewish is not sufficient indication nowadays that the owner is 

halachically Jewish. 

Processed foods that might contain chometz 

196. Chometz that is an ingredient in a food product (e.g., ketchup, 

mayonnaise or soy sauce may contain ingredients that are derived from wheat) 

generally will add flavor to the mixture (otherwise it would not have been 

added). A chometz flavor in a food item (that was owned by a Jew during 

Pesach) will remain forbidden to consume or to benefit from even after 

Pesach is over. However, there are two conditions that need to be met for the 

mixture to be chometz she’ovar olov haPesach and forbidden. 

196.1. One needs to be certain that the ingredient of the mixture that 

is chometz is without a question a chometz derivative. Often it is 

unclear if the ingredient is a chometz derivative. During Pesach we 
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assume the worst-case scenario and suspect that it is chometz. After 

Pesach, you may assume the best-case scenario and consume a food 

that might have chometz in it, but also might not have any chometz in 

it. Vinegar found in ketchup, for example, might be from grain but 

also might be from a non-chometz source. Mayonnaise contains 

protein that might be from chometz or it might be from corn. While 

one needs to be careful to avoid consuming these items during Pesach, 

regarding the penalty after Pesach, if there is a reasonable doubt 

whether it is a chometz derivative, one need not avoid consuming it 

after Pesach. 

196.2. The second condition is that the total amount of chometz in the 

mixture is at least the size of a standard olive (3 ml). For example, a 

box of Kellogg’s corn flakes may have barley mixed into the flakes. If 

the entire box has a kezayis of barley in it, then one cannot consume 

the cereal if it was in the possession of a Jew during Pesach. However, 

should a bottle of soy sauce have a wheat mixed in but the total 

amount of wheat used for the soy sauce was less than a kezayis (or 

likely was less than a kezayis), it may be consumed after Pesach, even 

if it was in the possession of a Jew during Pesach.156 

 

 סנק אוה חספה וילע רבעש ץמח רוסיאד ,ב''ק ק''ס םש ב''מבו ,א''יס ז''מת ןמיס ח''וא ע''וש ןייע 156

 ןניעב פ''כע םלוא ,ץמח תבורעתב ףא י''בו י''ב לע םירבועו ,אצמי לבו הארי לב לע רבעקד אכיה
 םאד א''מה ירבד ב''מה החדד ,ןיב ה''ד ל''היבב ש''עו .סרפ תליכא ידכב אלש ףא תיזכ הזב אהיש
 .םיעטק ץמח םעטד הליכאב רוסא ,תיזכ כ''הס וב ןיאו )םיששמ תוחפ וב שי( ץמח תבורעתב םעט שי
 א''רגהמ חכומ ןכו ,חספה רחא ורסאל ךייש אל אליממו י''ב לע רבעק אל תיזכ וב ןיאד ןויכ ירהד
 אל לבא ןיעב ץמח אלא ז''יא ,תיזכמ תוחפב הארי לבב רימחמ א''רגהד רשפאש ףאו .ט''ל ק''ס
 ריתהל לקהל שיד הארנ ,תבורעת ןינעל יריימד אכה פ''כע .םייח רוקמב ע''עו ,תבורעתב אוהשכ
 ררגנו ,השעמל ע''צד בתכ ל''היבבש ףאו .ב''מה תוטשפכו ,תבורעתב ץמח תיזכ וב ןיא םא הליכאב
 .לקהל שי ןנברדמ אוהש חספה רחאל ץמח סנקב פ''כעד הארנ ,ח''וקמה רחא
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How to Sell My Chometz 

197. The sale of chometz in the days before Pesach often takes a prominent 

role in the lifecycle of most Jews. Technically, one need not sell his or her 

chometz. One can make sure that he has destroyed or given away all his 

chometz and with that discharges his halachic obligations. Nevertheless, it 

is advisable to use the standard sale and sell any chometz that may be in 

one’s possession just to be on the safe side. Often a person may forget the 

existence of chometz and find it afterwards and inadvertently have 

violated possession of chometz. Furthermore, without a sale, that chometz 

will become forbidden to use if it was not sold to a non-Jew for Pesach. 

In addition, in today’s consumer-oriented environment where many 

products may contain numerous ingredients that are unfamiliar to the 

consumer, it is possible, even likely, that some people may purposely keep 

items that they believe are chometz-free, but in fact, are not. Therefore, it 

is recommended that you approach your local rabbi and arrange for him 

to sell your chometz for you. Once you have done that, should chometz 

be found on Pesach, it can be put in the area that is sold for Pesach and is 

usable after Pesach when the Rav purchases the chometz again. The Rav 

 

 לטבתנו תבורעתב ץמח לפנ םא לבא ,תבורעתב םעט ץמחה ןתונו םיששמ תוחפ ברעתנשכ א''דב
 הליחתכל ירש חספה רחא ןינעל מ''מ )ןנברדמ( והשמב ורוסיאד ולכאל רוסא חספבש ףא ,םיששב
 ץמח לטבל יאשר חספ ינפלד םש ףיסוהו .ב''ק ק''ס ב''מה כ''כו .ללכ רוסיא ןאכ ןיא ירהד ולכואל
 ידכ דיזמב תבורעתב ץמח בריעש לכ םנמא .זא ולכאלו חספה רחאל תבורעתה קיזחהל ידכ םיששב
 ותנווכשכ םנמא .ומצע חספב ולכואל רוסא מ''מ ,םיששב לטבתנ תמאבש ןפואב ףא ,חספב ולכואל
 אל םא חספב ולכואל כ''ג יאשרד ג''הכב רשפאו( חספה רחאל ולכואל יאשר ,חספה רחאל ולכואל
 ומצע חספב ץמחה בריע םאד ל''ס ג''ק ק''ס ב''מבו .)חספל תבורעתה ריתהל ידכ ךכ השעו םירעה
 םנמא ,ה''ס ט''צ ןמיס ד''ויב ראובמכ םידיב רוסיא לטבמכ יוהד חספה רחאל ולכואל רוסא ,םיששב
 ,רוסיא לטבמ ןאכ ןיאו והשמב רסוא חספב ץמח ירהש וילע המת ב''כ ק''ס ט''יק ןמיס ח''וא א''וזחב
 יאשר ,םיששב לטבש אצמנ חספה רחאלו תבורעתב והשמ חספב בריע םא םגד א''וזחל ל''סו
 .ולכואל

 ןכלו ,םיששמ תוחפ אוהו םעט ןתונ א''כ םתסה ןמ םיביכרמ הברה םיסינכמש יתיישעת ןוזמב הנהו
 .חספה וילע רבעש ץמח ללכב יוה תבורעתב ץמח יאדו תיזכ וב שי םא
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you choose will offer you his guidelines and ask you to formally appoint 

him as your agent to sell the chometz that is in your home to a gentile. 

Often the Rav will ensure that the non-Jew has access the chometz. 

198. If you wish, you may ask Rav Rubanowitz to act as your agent to sell 

your chometz for you. Here are the basics of his guidelines in English and 

in Hebrew. You will find an expanded version online at: 

https://kollelyadshaul.co.za/sale-of-chometz/ 
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199.  

Information You Should Know about the Standard Sale of Chometz 

A. You are appointing the Rav as your agent to sell your chometz to a gentile. 

You are not selling your chometz to the Rav. You are also appointing the 

Rav as your agent to lease the area belonging to you and where the 

chometz is, to the non-Jew. 

B. In order to show serious intent to appoint the Rav as your agent to sell 

your chometz and lease the space in which the chometz is in, it is 

customary for each household head to perform a kinyan suddar and sign 

the form. This indicates conviction and intent. It is also effective to sign 

and send the form electronically or even to call the rav by phone. 

(Reportedly, the Chazon Ish did not use a kinyan sudar when appointing 

the Rav to sell his chometz.) It is necessary to verify with the Rav that he 

has received your form. You cannot be certain that your chometz will be 

sold until you receive a confirmation from the Rav that he has handled 

your request. You may also submit your form online at 

https://kollelyadshaul.co.za/sale-of-chometz/ 

C. Do not send children to arrange for the selling of chometz. 

D. A married woman may act on behalf of her husband and family to sell 

their chometz via the Rav. Should the financial arrangements of the couple 

be unusual, it might be necessary for the husband to appoint his wife as 

his agent in order for her to act on his behalf to sell his chometz and to 

rent the space where the chometz is located. 

E. Chometz that was purchased after the Rav was appointed as your agent to 

sell your chometz, should preferably be consumed or destroyed before 

Pesach. Thus, it is advisable that once you have appointed the Rav as your 

agent, the amount of chometz that you purchase should be limited to that 

which you expect to consume before Pesach. If you wish for the chometz 

that was acquired after the appointment to be included in the sale, it is 
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advisable to contact the Rav again and request that he be your agent to sell 

all the chometz that you own to date. 

a. (This is despite the fact that the form specifically refers to all 

chometz owned or that will be acquired before Pesach. The rationale for 

this is since it is not a halachic certainty that the appointment of the 

Rav as your agent will cover chometz that you do not own at the 

time of appointment.) 

F. If you will be away from home the entire Pesach, you may appoint the Rav 

as your agent to rent your home and sell all the chometz therein to a non-

Jew. After this, you do not perform bedikas chometz in your home. Should 

you wish to utilize this halochoh, make a note in the Power of Attorney 

document that you will not be home the entire holiday and that you wish 

the Rav to rent to the non-Jew the entire home. This will then be reflected 

in the Sale Contract with the non-Jew (i.e., the entire home is rented for 

the entire holiday and the chometz therein shall be sold to the non-Jew. 

You should perform bedikas chometz in your new residence that you entered 

before Pesach. 

G. If you planned to be gone for the entire Pesach and sold all of your 

chometz through the Rav to a non-Jew and did not perform bedikas chometz 

(as explained in previous section) and subsequently decided to let a friend 

or relative use your home for Pesach, the Jewish guest must perform 

bedikas chometz before using the residence. 

H. If you will be staying in your home over Pesach, you should mark all the 

areas in your home or office that contain the chometz which you plan to 

sell, as “sold-chometz”. This should be done the night of bedikas chometz 

(or earlier). This way, anyone coming into the home will be able to identify 

chometz areas. The chometz should be behind a barrier so that it is not 

easily accessible on Pesach. A cupboard door or closed box are good 

examples of a mechitzoh. A sheet, curtain or thin layer of foil is insufficient. 
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It is advisable to tape the barrier closed so the cupboards are not opened 

inadvertently. This way, for the duration of Pesach you are reminded not 

to steal from the non-Jew or eat chometz. 

I. On the sale of chometz form, designate the specific areas in your home or 

office that you plan to keep the chometz and wish to lease and sell the 

chometz therein. 

a. Do not keep chometz in the freezer or refrigerator in your kitchen 

which you will use over Pesach. You may keep chometz in a 

separate freezer or refrigerator (preferably not in the kitchen) and 

tape the doors closed and do not open over Pesach. 

J. Sometimes items that are not chometz are left in a cabinet that has items 

that are sold. For example, a bathroom cabinet or medicine chest may have 

chometz and non-chometz items and the cabinet may have been marked 

as sold and taped shut. Should you need an item during Pesach that is not 

chometz, and it is behind the mechitzoh, you may open the seal or cabinet, 

or enter the room that was rented, in order to remove the item that you 

need. It should a brief and temporary entrance for only as long as it takes 

to remove the item that you need. 

K. Should a Rav rule that you may ingest medicine that is chometz and was 

sold to the non-Jew, you may still remove it from the closed area and if 

necessary, prepare an accounting with the non-Jew after Pesach. 

L. Should you find chometz in your home on Pesach, it is not necessary to 

destroy it. Just place it in the area designated for chometz sold to the non-

Jew.  
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200.  

Delegation of Power of Attorney for Standard sale of Chometz 

1. I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit Rav Baruch Rubanowitz, 

Rosh Hakollel of Kollel Yad Shaul, Johannesburg, RSA and Rav of 

Kehillat Kol Rina of Nachlaot, Yerusholayim, to act in my place and stead, 

and in my behalf to sell all chometz, as defined by the Torah and rabbinic 

law (e.g. chometz, anything that might be chometz, and all kinds of 

chometz mixtures), possessed by me (knowingly or unknowingly), or that 

belongs to others that is in my possession that I have authority to sell, 

wherever it may be. 

2. This power of attorney applies to any chometz that is in my direct 

possession or if it belongs to me but is in the control of someone else 

(even if the other party has some liability for the chometz) and chometz 

that is partially owned by me or that I may have certain rights in. The 

power of attorney also applies to chometz that belongs to others for which 

I accepted some degree of responsibility and am authorized to sell or 

chometz owned by a company that I have shares therein. Included in this 

is chometz (as defined above) that I shall acquire up until the execution of 

the sale by the agent appointed. Furthermore, I assign Rav Rubanowitz 

with power of attorney to lease all places wherein the chometz owned by 

me may be found, especially in the premises located at: 

(All possible addresses, including office locations, warehouses, storage, 

car, etc.) 

___________________________________________________________

__________and elsewhere. If you will not be in your home the entire Pesach, 

and you wish to be exempt from bedikas chometz, you should note that you 

wish to rent the entire home to the non-Jew for the duration of Pesach. 

__________________________ 
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Rav Baruch Rubanowitz has the full right to sell and to lease by transactions, 

as he deems fit and proper and for such time which he believes appropriate. 

3. Also, I hereby authorize Rav Rubanowitz to appoint a substitute in his 

stead with full power to sell and to lease as provided herein. That substitute 

agent may also appoint an agent up until 100 agents. 

4. The Rav or his agent may accept a partial payment and thereby transfer 

the above to the purchaser and the money accepted by the agent on my 

behalf may be kept by the Rav or his agent. The Rav may make the sale or 

lease for any price he wishes, he may make the transfer relying on credit, 

or use any kinyon he deems fit including zechiyoh. The Rav or his agent’s 

words, actions and admissions shall be deemed as if they were my own 

words, actions and admissions. 

5. Permission is hereby granted for the Rav or his agent to nullify (bitul) or 

make ownerless (hefker) the chometz and he may provide permission to 

the buyer to enter my property and every area for which I have permission 

to enter in order to reach the location which he has rented and access the 

chometz he purchased. 

6. I agree that upon request I shall promptly provide the buyer with keys and 

all necessary codes to access those areas rented and the chometz 

purchased. (The non-Jewish buyer can also 

contact____________________ to gain access to the merchandise.) 

7. Whatever condition or term is agreed upon or written between the Rav, 

his agent and the buyer, I agree to accept without any right to refuse or 

object. I hereby relinquish the right to claim that the agent acting on my 

behalf is not acting in my best interests. 

8. The above given power shall be done in a fashion so that it is in conformity 

with all Torah and rabbinical regulations and laws and also in conformity 
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with the local laws of the country that the chometz is in or that I am in 

(e.g., if the chometz and I are in Israel, the sale shall be done according to 

the laws of the State of Israel, if the chometz and I are in the RSA, the sale 

shall be done in a fashion that is consistent with those local laws). This 

way, the sale will be enforceable in halochoh, Beis Din and/or in secular 

court. I agree that this power of attorney shall not be made invalid due to 

any missing or extra words or letters or erasure and should have the full 

force of a halachic harsho’oh. Permission is hereby granted to authorize this 

power of attorney in a court of law as an irrevocable power of attorney 

until the onset of Pesach 5781. To this I hereby affix my signature on this 

_______day of Nissan in the year 5781. Secular Contractual Date: 

_______, ___, 2021. Vehakol Sharir Vekayom. 

Signature: __________________ Name: __________________ 

Address of Chometz: __________________________________________  

My address during Pesach: ______________________________________ 

Phone/WhatsApp: _____________________ Email: _________________ 

Any special issues I should be aware of? Will you and your chometz be in 

different time zones? Please elaborate. 

______________________________________________ 

Deliver completed form to Rav or email it to address below. If you have any 

questions, please call the numbers below. 

No Fee required! Service tip strictly optional. 

If you would like to make a donation to help needy families enjoy their Pesach, 

please contribute towards the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund (RDF) and I will 

make every effort to disburse the funds for Yom Tov. To receive bank 

transfer details to an Israeli, U.S. or RSA bank contact the Rav.  
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201.  

 הליגר ץמח תריכמל םיכיישה םיניד

 תומוקמה ריכשהלו ץמח רוכמל חילש ברה תא םינממ אלא ברל ץמחה םירכומ אל .1

 .ירכנל ,ץמח םהב שיש

 השעיו ברל תישיא ונרסמיו האשרהה רטש לע ומצעב םותחי ב''העב לכש יואר .2

 םוקמ ריכשהלו וצמח רוכמל חילשל ברה יונימב ותעד תורימג קזחל רדוס ןינק

 .ץמחה

 ,ברל רחא י''ע האשרהה רטש חולשל רשפא ,תישיא ברה תא שוגפל א''א םא .2.1

 . לואש די ללוכ רתא ךרד יונימ וא תינורטקלא הרוצב וא

https://kollelyadshaul.co.za/sale-of-chometz/ 

 וילא רשקתהל םיבייח אלא ,העדוה ריאשהלו ברל ספוט חולשל קיפסמ אל

 בותכש המ לכ יפכ חילשכ ותונמלו ספוטה לבק ברהש אדוול ותא רבדל כ''חא

 .ברל רשקתהל צ''א יונימה לביקש תינורטקלא העדוה חלוש ברה םא .ספוטב

 .ץמח תריכמל םינטק םידלי חולשל ןיא .3

 םא םנמא .לעבה םוקמב החפשמהו הלעב רובע ץמחה רוכמל הלוכי האושנ השא .4

 תונמל ךירצ לעבהש בצמ ןכתי ונימיב תוליגרה יפכ הניא גוזה ןיב ןוממה יסחי

 .ץמח םהב שיש תומוקמה תא ריכשהלו ץמחה תא ורובע רוכמל חילשל התוא

 ינשהש ףידע .תשרופמה ותמכסה ילב רחא והשימ רובע חילש ברה תא תונמל ןיא .5

 חילש ברה תא תונמל חילש ךתוא תונמל לוכי ינשה ,ךרוצ שי םאו ,ומצעב רשקתי

 .ברה תנבה יפכ ץמחה תא רוכמל

 שדחה ץמחהש הצורו ץמח תריכמל חילשל ברה הנימ רבכש רחאל ץמח הנקש ימ .6

 רטשבש פ''עא חילשל ברה תא בוש הנמיש יוארה ןמ ,הריכמה ךותב לולכ היהי

 רורב רבדה ןיאש .ותושרל אבל דיתעש ץמח לע םג ברה תא הנממש בותכ האשרהה

 .הזכ ןפואב יונימ ליעומש הכלהב

 רוכמלו ירכנל ותריד תא ריכשהל ברה תא תונמל לוכי ,חספל ותיבב היהי אלש ימ .7

 תקידבמ רטפיל הצורש ימ .ץמח תקידבמ רוטפ אוה זאו ירכנל םש וצמח לכ תא

 ןיוכתמ התא ןיאו ירכנל תיבה לכ תא ריכשהל ךנוצרש האשרהה רטשב ןייצי ,ץמח

 .חספה ךשמב םש תויהל
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 הצורו חספה גחל ותיבב אצמנ היהי אלו ,ותיב קדב אלו ירכנל וצמח רכמש ימ .8

 ינפל ץמח תקידב תושעל שמתשמה בייח ,הב שמתשהל וריבחל ותיב תא ליאשהל

 .שומישה

 שי .רוכמכ ךתיבב ץמח םש שיש תומוקמה לכ תא ןמסל שי ,ץמח תקידב לילב .9

 תונוראב ץמח ,לשמל .חספב ותוא חותפל העטת אלש ץמחה ינפב הציחמב ךרוצ

 ןורכזכ שמשיו ,לכוי אל ןוראה חותפל אב םאש קזח קבד םהילע םישלו ןמסל שי

 .ירכנהמ בונגל אלו ץמח לוכאל אלש

 ךירצ חספה ךותבו ,רוכמה רוזא לע םינמיסו הציחמ םשו ברה י''ע וצמח רכמש ימ .10

 רכשומה ןסחמב ץמח םניאש םיצפח ול שיש ןוגכ( הציחמה ירוחאמ אצמנה רבדל

 .ךרצנה ץפחה איצוהל יארע ךרדבו רצק ןמזל סנכיל לוכי ,)ירכנל

 איה הפורתהו ,חספב הפורתב שמתשהל םכח ול ריתהו ,חספב הפורתל ךרצנה .11

 ןובשח השעי ךרוצ היהי םאו ,וב שמתשהל לוכי ז''כב ,ירכנל ורכמנש םירבדהמ

 .חספה רחאל יוגה םע

 רבעמ ץמחה תא וסינכי אלא ופרושל צ''א ,חספה ךות ותיבב רומג ץמח אצומה .12

  .הציחמל
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202.  

 הליגר ץמח תריכמל תוחילשו האשרה רטש

 לאירזע ףסוי ברה ןב ךורב ברהל תושרו חכ הזב ןתונ מ''חה _______________ ינא

 ידיבש םירחא לש םגו ,ילש ץמח רוכמל ,יחולש תויהל א''טילש ץיבונבור תחפשמל

 ,ץמח ינימ לכ רוכמל יחולש ברה .האנה רוסיא ןמז םדוק ,)םרכומל יאשר ינאש(

 בוחרב_____________ ריעב יתיבב אצמנה ןה ילש ץמח ששחו ץמח תבורעת

 ןה ,אצמנש רחא םוקמ לכב ןה )____ המוק( ______ רפסמ______________

 יל שיש לכו ,םירחא לצא דקפומה ילש ץמח וא ידיב ןודקפ ןה ,םירחא ידיב אצמנה

 ץמח לכ ןכו ץמח ןתולעבב שיש תורבח לש תוינמב שיש יקלח ןכו ,םהב תוכזו קלח

 ברה חכ הפימ ינא כ''ומכ .תוחילשה עוציב דעומ דע יתושרל אבל דיתעה ץמח ששחו

 תקידבמ רטפיל םיצורש ולאל( .םש חנומ ץמחהש תומוקמה לכ ירכנל ריכשהל ל''נה

 הרידה לכ תא ריכשהל ברל תושרהל םילוכי חספה גח ךשמב םתרידב ויהי אלו ץמח

 .____________________________ :ןאכ תאז ןייצל שיו ,הלוכ

 ןכו ץמח רוסיא ןמז ינפל ץמח גוס לכ רוכמל חילש ל''נה ברה השוע ינא לכה לע

 ,הצריש ימ לכל וחולש י''ע ןה ,ומצע י''ע ןה ,ץמחה םהב שיש תומוקמה תא ריכשהל

 הצריש ןינק הזיאבו הפקהבו ,הצריש ריחמ לכבו םיחולש האמ דע וחולש חילש י''ע ןה

 םגו ,הנוקל ל''נה לכ הנקיַ הזבו ול המידק ימד ונתני ברה הצרי םאו .היכז י''ע וליפאו

 ידיכ ודי אהתו ,ומצעל םלטי םא דיפקמ יניא המידקה ימד תא ירובע ברה הכזי םא

 ,ולטבלו ל''נה ץמחה תא ריקפהל תושר ול ןתונ ינא םגו .יתאדוהכ ותאדוהו יפכ ויפ

 תורכשומה תויושר ךרדו יתושר ךרד לגר תסירד ונממ הנוקל תתל ודיב תושרו

 תא ונממ הנוקל רוסמל ינא בייחמו .ל''נה םירכשומה תומוקמל יל תולואשהו

 לצא וא ילצא םיחנומ תוחתפמה .הצריש תע לכב ל''נה תומוקמהו םירדחה תוחתפמה

 ילע ונממ הנוקל הריכמה רטשב בותכי וא הנתיש המ לכו .__________________

 תישענ וז האשרה .'וכו ךיתרדש ינוקתל רמול לכוא אלו רוערעו תונעט ילב םייקל

 לככ הפקות היהיו קחמו שוטשטב אלו ריתיו ריסחב לספית אלו תמסרופמו היולג

 רשאל הנותנ תושרו 'וכו אתכמסאכ אלד ל''זח תנקת פ''ע םישענה האשרה ירטש

 יתאב ז''עו .רזוח יתלב חכ יופי ףקותכ הפקות תויהל הלשממה יקוח יפ לע וז האשרה

 תאירבל א׳׳פשת א''ה תנש ןסינ שדחל __________ תבשב ______ םוי םותחה לע

 .םיקו רירש לכהו םלועה

 ____________________________________________________)המיתח(

 ________________ ל''אוד__________________________ תיבבו דיינ ןופלט

 ___________________________ פאסטאוו
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v הפוקל הקדצ ריבעהל רשפא חספה תארקל םיקקזנל המורת תתל ךנוצרב םא 

 םיטרפל .תיאקנב הרבעה תושעל רשפא .גחה ינפל םקלחל לדתשי אוהו ברה לש

 .ברה םע רשקתהל שי

v הכרבב ולבקתי םיקסעתמה רובע תומורת .םנח איה ץמח תריכמ תורש.  
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203.   

 ןלבק ברע תובייחתה רטש

 

 ידי תמיתחו הזב ריהצמ 7202095057084 יאקירפא םורד תוהז רפסמ אדנל לירֵ ינא

 ופצ ,ירכנה ,ילש לעופו ,יריכממ עיגמש ךסה לכש ךיא ,םידע האמכ ילע דיעת הטמלד

 ברהמ ץמח שוכרל תעכ דמועש( 9005145298089 יאקירפא םורד תוהז רפסמ ינעולס

 ונימש םירחא דעב חילשכ דמוע אוהש 567865097 ב''הרא ןוכרד רפסמ ץיבונבור ךורב

 ונממ הנקיש ץמחה לכ דעב ,ל''נה ץיבונבור ךורב ברהל )ירכנל םצמח רוכמל ותוא

 ינא בייוחמ ,ודיל רוסמיש הריכמ רטשב ראובמה חקמב ,הטולח הריכמו רומג ןינקב

 לש תובייחתהה ןמז רחא םימי ינשמ רחואי אל ןוערפ ןמזל ,ל''נה ברהל קלסל מ''חה

 יפכ ,ל''נה י''אה דעב םלועב הפ ןוחתפו תונעמו תונעט םוש ילב ,םינמוזמב זלה ירכנה

 םא ןיב הפקת ילש תובייחתהה .אמושה וא לקשמה וא הדידמה רחא הלעיש ןובשחה

 בייוחמ ינירה ,ובוחב ונממ ונלבקאו ללכ ונרכמי אלש ןיבו םירחאל ירכנה ונרכמי

 ונוצרמ הצרתיש אל םא ,ל''נה ןוערפ ןמזל ל''נה ךורב ברה ידיל קלסל ,ימצעב ורכומל

 היארלו .ל''נה ךורב ברה דימ ס''אגקב יתלבק הז בויח .ובוח ןוערפב ץמחה לבקל בוטה

 ____________________________ א׳׳פשת ןסינ ג''י םויב ח''הע יתאב
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204.  

 ירכנל ברהמ חספ ברעב ץמחה תומוקמ תרכשהו ץמח תריכמ רטש

 םימדוקה תורודה ילודג לש הריכמ ירטשב םיאצמנה תודוסי המכמ טקלנ הזוחה

 ונינמז לשו

 )ל''צז ץילרק םיסנ 'רו דירפצנג המלש 'ר ,ז''רגה ,ס''ח ,א''קער ,רלדא ןתנ 'ר ,ב''ונ(

 תורעה םע וניתרודל המאתהב ץיבונבור ךורב ברה י''ע חסונמו

 

 הנוקהו רכושה השרמה ,השרומה

 האשרהב אבה ,מ''חה ,567865097 ב''הרא ןוכרד רפסמ ץיבונבור ךורב ,ינא .1

 ןיב ,םינפוא ראשבו לסקא ץבוקבו ,האשרה ירטשב םתומשב םיבוקנה םישנאמ

 ץבוקב ןוגכ( תינורטקלא הרוצב וא ,דיל דימ תומשה תמישר הנוקל יתרבעהש

 רסמנ םרטו האשרהו חכ יל ונתנש םתוא ןיבו )רחא ילטיגיד ץבוק וא לסקא

 ילב חילש יתוא השעש םירחאמו ולאמ דחא לכ ,הנוקל םהלש םיטרפו םהיתומש

 םצמח תבורעתו םצמח ששחו םצמח רוכמל האשרהו חכ יל ונתנש ,ןמיס וא בתכ

 וז הנש םצמח תומוקמ ראשו תואשרהב םיטרופמה תומוקמה לכ תא ריכשהלו

 םיראובמה םישנאה לכמ תומוקמהו םישנאה תומשב תועט שי םאש הנתוה םגו(

 חילש יתוא ושעש םישנאהמ המישר הזיא ינממ דבאנש וא האשרהה ירטשב

 ינעולס דבוע ופ'צל הזב ריכשמ ,)וז הרכשהו הריכמב םיללכנ םה םג ,םצמח רוכמל

Tshepo Obed Seloane RSA I.D. 9005145298089 

 םיצפחהו תומוקמה ראש ןכו ,תואשרהב םיטרופמה םיצפחהו תומוקמה לכ תא

 ץמח ששחו ץמח םהב שיש םהל םילאשומהו םירכשומה וא ל''נה םישנאה לש

 ינא ,הפשאב אצמנה וליפאו ןיד פ''ע םהל ריכשהל ךירצה יפכ ץמח תבורעתו

 ץמח תא רכומו ,חילש יתוא םינממה םישנאה םתוא לש הפשאב קלח ול ריכשמ

 ילעב לש תומוקמהו םילולהו תותפרה תא ול ריכשמ ינא ןכו .םש אצמנה םהלש

 רכומו ילש תומוקמה ריכשמ ינא ןכו ,ירכנל םצמח רוכמל חילש ינאש םייח

 :תבותכב ץמח םהב שיש ילש םיצפחה

 3 Fountain Road Johannesburg 2192  

  9448024 ק''היע םילשורי 1 הריד 15 קחצי תחנמ  תבותכבו
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 ץמח ששח וא ץמח םהב אצמנש ריכשהל יתושרבש םיצפחהו תומוקמה ראש לכו .2

 חרזמ הצק ינפ לע המא בחור ול ריכשמ ינא ןכו .םירחא לשו ילש ץמח תבורעת וא

 157.םילשוריב ילש הניגה לש

 בבותסהל הצורו חספה ימי ךשמב םירוגמ םוקמב ראשהל ןיוכתמש ימ םלוא .3

 ךכבו ,ץמחה הנוקל לגר תסירד ןתונ אלא הז םוקמ ריכשמ וניא ,ולש הרידב

 .ןסינ ג''יב הלח הריכמהש ףא תומוקמ םתואב הכרבבו הקידבב בייחתמ
 הרכשהה יגוס

 םתיבב וראשיש םישנא ולאכ שי .תאזה הרכשהב םילולכ תורכשה יגוס ינש שי .4

 דרשמבו םתרידבו םתיבב שמתשהל םינווכתמו חספה גח ךשמל םתומוקמבו

 אצמנ ץמחה ובש םוקמ רוכשל אלא םתנווכב ןיאו חספה ימי לכל המודכו םהלש

 םוקמו ץמחה םוקמ ןיבו םהיניב הציחמ ומישיו ,ללכ הזה םוקמל ועיגי אלו

 ימי ךשמל םהלש הדובע םוקמו םתרידבו םתיבב ויהי אלש ולאכ שיו .רכשומה

 םיבייח ויהי אלש ןפואב ,ל''נה רכושל ולוכ םוקמה לכ תא ריכשהל םתנווכבו ,גחה

 .ללכ םש ויהי אלו רחאמ תומוקמ םתואב ץמח תקידב תושעל הכלה פ''ע

 תיבה לכ תא וא ץמחה לש תומוקמה ריכשהל קר םתנווכב םא ובתכ תואשרהבו

 ןמיס חספל םתיבב תויהל םהיתונווכבש ומשר םא אוה ךכל ןמיסהו ,הלוכ הרידהו

 הזיאב ועידוה וא ומשר םאו ,דבלב ץמחה םוקמ אלא ולוכ ריכשהל םיצור ןיאש

 םנוצר ,חספה ימי לכ ךשמל ץמחה םוקמב חכונ תויהל םתנווכב ןיאש איהש הרוצ

 ,רכושה םע הנתוה םלוא .ץמח תקידבמ םירוטפ תויהלו רוזאה לכ תא ריכשהל

 לכב ןכ תושעל יאשרש ,םוקמה לכ תא ותרכשהמ וב רוזחל ריכשמה ןוצרב םאש

 וא ליאשהל ףאו הצריש ומכ וב תושעלו סנכהל ול השרי רכושהו ,הצריש תע

 ראשי םלועל ,שממ ץמחה םוקמ תרכשה םלוא .םירחאל םוקמב וקלח ריכשהל

 ךשמ .תוריכשה תפוקת ךשמל הזמ וב רוזחי ריכשמהש ךייש אלו ופקות אולמב

 158.וז הנש ןסינ ו''כ דע וישכעמ אוה תוריכשה ימי

 

 עקרק ריכשמב ךא .)ו''כ ןישודיק( אוהש לכ עקרקב יגס עקרק תריכמ בגא ןילטלטמ תריכמ ןינעב 157
 לש שימשתל וזכ עקרק רוכשל ירכנל הושש תוריכש ןינע וב ךיישש עקרק ןניעב ןילטלטמ ובגאו

 אצמנה עקרקב יקלח ירכנל רוכמל יתנווכב ןיאו רחאמ ,ןכלו .ול ןיטיגל וישודיחב ס''חב ז''יעכ .עובש
 .ץראב ילש הניגב רכינו בושח קלח ול ריכשמ ינא ןכל ,ןכ תושעל רוסא ףאו ,י''אב

 לש ןינמבו לקשמב הדידמב המוש תושעל ךרוצה בקע אוה ןסינ ו''כ דע עבקנ תוריכשהש הבסה158

 רורב ריחמ היהיש ידכ המושה ןגראל םימי המכ ןתינ ןכלו ןסינ ד''כב ליחתמ הדידמה ןמז .ץמחה
 .הנוקה תושרב ראשיש יואר הרוחסה ,הדידמה ןמז ותוא לכו .רכמל
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 הזוחה לש םיאנתו םיללכ

 רכושה םע תורישי םירבדמ םה וליאכ םיריכשמה דעב רבדמ םימעפל הזוחה ןושל .5

 רכושה םע תורישי קסועה ,ברה ,חילשה ןושלב רבדמ םימעפלו ,ומע םינתמו

 .ונינע יפכ שרפתי לכהו ,הנוקהו

 אלו םירבד םש ןסחאל ונוצרכ וללה תומוקמב שמתשהל לבגומ רכושה תויוכז .6

 לכויו 159,)ול םירכשומה תומוקמב רודל יאשר ץמחה הנוקה ןיא רמולכ( רויד תוכז

 ,רכש אוהש תומוקמהמ םוקמ לכל השיג ול תתל הסינכ דוק לכו תוחתפמ שורדל

 וא תורכשומה תויושרו וניתושר ךרד לגר תסירד ול אהתו העש לכבו תע לכב

 המ לכ יוניפ שקבל תושר ול שי כ''ומכ 160.ל''נה תורכשומה תומוקמל ונל תולואש

 

 וליאד ראיב ה''נ ק''ס צ''העשבו ,וילכ וב קיזחהל רדחה ול ריכשיד ט''י ק''ס ח''מת ב''מ ןייע 159
 ריכשהל תושר רכושל ןיא םא ףאד ל''רו .לארשימ ול הרוכש איה םא תושר ול ןיא רודל ול ריכשהל
 שיש רכושב ה''הד הארנ כ''או ,ויצפח םש קיזחהל רחאל ריכשהל יאשר מ''מ ,םש ורודיש םירחאל
 שרפל הארנ מ''מ ,םירחאל הרידה ריכשהל רכושל רוסאש ,ולש ריכשמ םע ולש הזוחב ףיעס ול
 הזוחב הז ףיעס ףיסוהל יאדכ ןכלו .םיצפח םש קיזחהל ירכנל ריכשהל יאשר לבא ,םש רודל ונייהד
 .םש רודל םוקמה רכושהו ץמחה הנוקה ירכנל רוסאש

 השיג ול שישכ יגסד ב''י ק''ס ב''מב ש''עו ,תוחתפמה הנוקל היהיש ךירצד ג''ס ח''מת ןייע 160

 .תוחתפמל

 רגסהה קוח ךות םייקתמ חספה גחו ,אנורוק סוריו לש הפגמ התיה פ''שת תנש הרבעש הנשב הנהו
 תוסנק שיו ,םירוגס קסע יתב בורו ,םיינויחו םייחרכה םינינעל קר תיבהמ תאצל רוסאש הנידמהמ
 לוזלזל רבדה המודו .הריכמה ףקות לע עיפשמ רגסהה םאה הלאשה ררועתנו ,ץוחב אצמנש ימ לע
 הריכמה לטבל לכוי יוגהש שושחל שי םאה ,תוחתפמה רסומ רכומה ןיאשכ .תוחתפמה תריסמב
 ,המרעהב השוע לארשיהו ,םלש בלב ול רכמ אל םלועמו םינפל קר השעד ותעד הליג רכומהש הנעטב
 ילוא ולש ץמחה תא לבקל בבותסהל חקולל רוסאשכ ש''כו .תמאב תונקל ירכנה תעדב ןיא אליממו
 .הריכמה ףקות לטבל םוקמ שי

 ,םהמ הברה ףסא דמח ידשבו ,םיקסופה ילודג ז''ע בשי תוחתפמה רוסמלמ ענמנשכ הלאשה רקיעב
 קיזחיו הרידה רוגסל לארשיל רוסאש ד''קס ח''מת ז''טהמ םירבדה רוקמ .'ט ןמיס ץמח תכרעמ ש''ע
 םדוק לארשיה ריגסה ןיב קליח בקעי קחבו .ומצעמ םש סנכיל לוכי יוגה ןיאש ןפואב חתפמה
 .ש''ע הריכמה רחאל ריגסהל הריכמה

 .ז''טה ירבדב םישוריפ 'ג הנשי

 התיהש לכ ,המרעה שיש ךכב המ ז''ע המתו ,המרעה ששחמ ז''טה ירבד ןיבה ח''י ןמיס א''ח ב''ונ .1
 .י''בו י''ב םושמ לארשיה רבעק הכלה פ''ע םאה תעדל רקיעהו ,םירעהל יאשר ןידכ הריכמה
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 תסירד לע אלו םירבד םש ומישיש דיפקמ וניא תעכש ףאו ,ל''נה תומוקמב שיש

 161.ול תורכשומה תומוקמה ךותב םירחא לש לגר

 

 אלש רכינ ירהד רכמה לטבי יוגה המרעהה ששח תמחמ ילואד ,כ''שמכ בישהל שי ז''עו .1.1
 .ב''ונה תישוק בשיילו ז''טה ירבד ראבל םוקמ שי ךכו ,תוניצרב לארשיה ןיוכתה

 אלא המרעה ששח םושמ ז''טה תנווכ ןיאד ראיב ,כ''ק ןמיס ג''ח ק''ודהמ  בישמו לאוש ת''ושב .2
 השענו הימדא היל סיפתד תעד יוליגכ יוה תוחתפמה ול רסמ אלשכו תועמה ול בייח ראשנש ןויכ
 תוירחאכ יוה ול םלשי אל ירכנהש עדויש ןויכ תוירחא לבקמ אלש הנתהש ףאו ,ש''שכ לארשיה
 .רוסא ה''ושמו ,םלאד

 םג שי הרואכל םלאד תוירחא לש וז הנעטו ,ז''טה ירבדב רכז ול ןיא הז שוריפ םלוא .2.1
 תוחדל שיו ,י''בו י''ב ששח םושמ וב ןיא תאזכ תומלאד הארנ רתויו ,תוחתפמה ול רסמשכ
 .ז''טה ירבדב הז שוריפ

 לכוי יוגהש ידכ דעונ חתפמה תריסמד ,ל''נה דמח ידשה ריכזהש המ אוה םישוריפב רחבומה .3
 ףוקעל קר רכמנ אלש יוגה לש הנעט קלסמ הזו ,הצרי םא הרוחסה תחקלו רכשש חטשל סנכהל
 השיג יל ןיאש הארת ירהו ,רוכמל תמאב םייניצר םניא לבא ץמח תקזחה לש הרות רוסיא
 שמתשהלו םוקמב טלתשהל לכוי תמאב כ''א ,השיג לש תורשפא ול שי םא לבא .סנכהל
 ראש קזחל ידכ הבס איה חתפמה תריסמד אצמנ .הז ירחא הריכמה לטבל לכוי ימו ,הרוחסב
 ,חתפמ תריסמ ילב םג םלוא .הריכמ לוטיב ששחו לודג םומ םא םינינק ויהי אלש םינינקה
 .הליחתכל הגהנה םה ז''טה ירבדו ,הלח הריכמה דבעידב

 לבא תולקב חתפמ גישהל תורשפא וא חתפמ ול שישכ ןידה המ ןודל שיו .חתפמה תריסמ ןינעל ז''כ
 הזב שי םאה הרוחסה גישהל תוסנקב ןכתסיו )הנורוקה תפוקתב ןוגכ( הנידמה לש האיצי רוסיא שי

 .דבעידב וא הליחתכל ,הריכמב ןורסח םושמ

 הלגיו ספתי םאו .לכוא תיינקל תאצל יאשר ירה .םימעט המכמ ללכ ששח הזב ןיאד הארנ ד''נעלו
 ךירצ וניאו סנקי אלד הארנ ,ותחפשמ ךרוצל הנק רבכש לכוא לש הרוחס לבקל אצויש םירטושל
 תונקל רשפא ירה דימ ץמחה גישהל לכוי אל םא ףא ירה ,דועו .ול שי רבכ םא בורקה תונחב תונקל
 לכוי רובעת הפגמהש רחאלו ,בוט ריחמב הנוק ירהו ,רחסמל םיבר םימיל דומעל לוכיש הרוחס
 תונקל יאדכו ,תמאב הושש הממ לוז רתוי 10% תוחפל אוה ריחמה ירהו .הנקש המב שמתשהל
 .םעז רובעי דע הכחיו רחסמל

 יתגאד ,גרבסנהוי ריעב תובוחרב תאצל טלחומ רוסיא היהשכ פ׳׳שת תנשב ,אתלימד אחוורל מ''מ
 ול רתומו ינויחו יחרכה רבדב קסוע אוהש בתכב הלשממהמ תושר הרוחסה הנוקש ירכנל היהיש
 יל הארנ אלש ףא קופקפל םוקמ ןיא תאזה הדוקנב םג ןכלו .אפורכ הנידמבו ריעב ישפח בבותסהל
 ירכנל תוריכמ השענו .ץראבו גרבסנהוי ריעב העונת שפוח שי א׳׳פשת תנשב .ךכב ךרוצ שיש
 .הריכמה לע עיפשמ הניא לבא םיאצמנ ןיידע אנורוקה תפגמו ץראבו גרבסנהויב

 שי םאד ,רכשומה םוקמב רובעלו ויצפח םש םישל ריכשמל תושר היהי אלש קודקדב בתכנ 161

 הרוצב בתכנ ןכלו .םשמ ץמחה רעבל בייחו אוה ותושר ירה די תסיפתו םש לגר תסירד ריכשמל
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 הזב םכסומ ,הזוחה קוזיחו תאש רתיל :אנורוקה תלחמ בקע הזוחב תפסות .7

 האיצי רוסיאו ריעה תובוחרב העונת תולבגה שי םא ףא הלח הריכמהו תוריכשהש

 רושיא ילב תובוחרב אצמנש ימ לע תוסנק שי םא ףאו ,הלשממה םעטמ תיבהמ

 ןמזל אוהש ףא הרכשהב הצורש שוריפב םתעד םילגמ רכושהו הנוקה מ''מ ,דחוימ

 בקע ץמחה שוכרל הצורו ,ץמחה שוכרל לכוי ז''יעש ןויכ רגסהה ימי ךות רצק

 היהישו ,ךכב הצרי םא םלועל וקיזחהל תורשפאה ול היהיש הווקמו ותויווש

 ,תאז דבלמ .וב שמתשהלו תשגל לוכי היהיש ןמזב שומישל יוארו ,ריחס ,דימע

 תפוקתב םג רוסיאב וא רתיהב ץמחה םהב שיש תומוקמה לא עיגהל לכויו ןכתי

 ןיב ,וריעב אצמנש ץמחה ןיב ,וחולש י''ע ןיב ומצע י''ע ןיב ,תיבהמ תאצל רוסיאה

 רשפא מ''מ .ומצעב םשל עיגהל א''אשו ,ונממ קוחר תרחא ריעב אצמנש ץמחה

 םידדצה םיעידומ ןכלו .וב שמתשהלו ץמחל עיגהל םש אצמנה חילשמ שקבל

 דצ םושל הפ ןוחתפ היהי אלו הרומגו הטולחו הלועמ הריכמל םתנווכש שוריפב

 הנעט תמחמו ,השיג תורשפא ןיאש תמחמ חקמב םומ שיש הנעטב הריכמה לטבל

 ,הרוחסל הנוקה עיגיש ריבס אלש רחאמ הריכמל תמאב םינווכתמ םידדצה ןיאש

 ךיא ריבסמ ףאו ,הריכמב הצור ,רגסהה תורמלש ריהצמ הנוקה ,הז לכמ איצוהלו

 .הנוקש הרוחסהמ תונהיל לכוי

 ץמחה םוקמ תרכשה

 ול ריכשמ ינא ,ל''נכ ול ריכשהל םכסוהש וא ץמח םהב שיש תומוקמה לכ תא .8

 __________________________ םילמבו ___________________ריחמב

 לכ ליבשב רתומהו יליבשב תוטורפ יתש ,תומלשב ריחמה ונממ יתלבקו

 ,ועיגמה ףסכה ךרעל הוש תוריכשה ןיאש םיריכשמה תוברל הושב הוש םיריכשמה

 הזה רטשה תא ול רסומ ינא כ''ומכ 162.ל''נה תוריכשה לכ תא הנוק אוה הזבו

 ןילטלטמה תריכשל ל''נה םינינקה וליעוה אל םאו ,ל''נה תוריכשה תא וב הנקיש

 

 ריכשמל רוסא אהיו דיפקי הצרישכו ,דיפקמ וניא הז עגרב קר ויצפח םש ריאשהל ריכשמל רוסאש
 .םשל סנכהל

 ץמח תוכלה דצמ רוסיא םג שי ,ריכשה רבכש רוזאל סנכהל ריכשמל רוסאש ןוממה ןינע דבלמו
 תחא םעפ סנכהל ריתה א''וזחה ןרמ .אריכיהו הציחמ אכיל ירהש ץמחב שמתשיו חכשי אמש סנכהל
 .תועיבקב אל ךא ,יארע ןפואב

 כ''ומכו .רכשומה ךרע יפל תועמה קלחי אלו תחא הטורפ תוחפל םיריכשמהמ דחא לכל עיגיש ידכ 162

 .הטורפ הושב ריכשמ פ''כע ,פ''וש עקרק ול ןיאש ימל ףאש הנתוה
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 רכושה התוא הנקיו ילש עקרקה בגא התוא הנקמ ינירה ,)המודכו הניפסו בכר(

 .ןידכ ליעומה ןפואב עקרקה בגא

 םינוש םינפוא הששב ץמחה תריכמ

 רכומ ינא ,י''ראב ילש עקרקה תוריכש בגא וא/ו ,ל''נה תועקרקה תוריכש בגאו .9

 םירחא לש וא ילש ץמחה םגו ,ל''נה תואשרהב ראובמה ץמח ינימ לכ ל''נהל

 ינא הנה תאש רתילו .אצמיש םוקמ לכב ורכומל יאשר ינאש ץמח לכו ,ידיבש

 םיפירח תואקשמ לכו ש''יי ,רכש ,הקשמ ינימ ,לכאמ ינימ ןה ,ץמחהמ קלח טרפמ

 חמק ינימ לכ ,ץמח ששחו ץמח םהב שיש םיקתממו תוירכוס ,ץמח םהב שיש

 ששח לכ ,הפאמ ינימ לכו תויגועו תוגוע ,ץמח תויהל םילולעש ןגד ינימ תשמחמ

 .היהיש םוקמ לכב ילש םישרמל וא יל שיש ,השקונ ץמחו ,ץמח תבורעתו ץמח

 ולבטוה רבכ םא הליבט םיכירצה םתוא טרפבו ללכ םילכה תא רכומ ינא ןיא םלוא

 שי םא ילש םישרמלו יל שיש תוינמ רכומ ינא כ''ומכ .שומישב םירתומו

 הרומג הריכמ ל''נה הנוקל רכומ ינא ולא לכ .אצמי לבו הארי לב רוסיא םתקזחהב

 ריחמ .הנוקה לע ץמחה תוירחא לכ .ללכו ללכ הריכמהמ וב רוזחל אלש הטולחו

 עיגיש ןפואבו 10% יוכינב רקובב םויה לש יאנוטיס ריחמ יפכ אוה ל''נה ץמחה

 םישנא 'ג פ''ע םשוי רורב וריחמ ןיאש רבד לכ 163.רכומו רכומ לכל פ''הכל הטורפ

 תעד יפל רשא םירבד םג ללכנ וז הריכמב 164.ברה י''ע ורחבי רשא המושב םיאיקב

 לכ ןינמבו לקשמב הדמב בשחי לכהו .ללכ ריחמו ךרע םהל ןיא המושב םיאיקבה

 .וכרד יפל רבד

 ךס הנוקה ןמ יתלביקש ףסכ ןינק י''ע ל''נה ץמחה תא ל''נה הנוקה הנקי םג .10

 ____________________________ םילמב ___________________

 ףאו דחאו דחא לכל הטורפמ תוחפ אלו םישרמה לכ רובעו ירובע חקמה ימדמ

 ביוחמ ל''נה הנוקהש הולמב וילע יתפקז ראשהו ,םולכ הוש םצמח ןיאש ולאל

 הנוקהמ עיגמש ל''נה הריכמה ימד לכ ל''נה םירכומהמ דחאו דחא לכל םלשל

 

 רתויב הרוחס תונקל אכוח אוה כ''לאד וז הינק וליבשב יאדכ היהיש ידכ הנוקל החנה תתל ךירצ 163

 .ויוושמ

 פ''ע ריחמ םיעבוקשכ .)א''ס ו''ר א''מרו א:ר מ''וח( הריכמ הניא ריחמ תציצק ילב חקמ לכ 164

 .ב''ס ו''ר ןייע הציצקכ בישח ז''רה םיאמש
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 םוימ ליחתי ןינמהו לקשמהו הדידמה ןמז .וכרדכ רבד לכ הנמיו לקשויו דדמוישכ

 165.ךליאו ןסינ ד''כ

 ומיכסה םידדצה ,הכישמ דבלמ ירשפא ןינק לכב הריכמה םייקל ידכ תאש רתילו .11

 ןינק י''ע ירכנל ץמחה רכמויו ,ינשה ליעוי ,דחא ליעוי אל םאש םינינק דוע ושעיש

 אל םאו .רצח ןידמ םש אצמנה הרוחסה הנקי ,ולש תוריכשה םוקמש רחאל ,רצח

 הנקמל הנוקה רוסמיש רדוס ןינק י''ע ליעוי פ''כע ,רצחו ףסכ ,בגא ןינק ליעוה

 תריכמ לע ס''אגק השענש דיעמ הטמל י''תחו ,הרוחסה תא הנוקה הנקי ויפוליחבו

 ףכ תעיקת( אתמוטיס ןינק י''ע הזב הרוכמ הרוחסה ,תאש רתילו .ל''נה הרוחסה

 בלבו הרומג האדוהב הדומ ינאש אתידוא ןינקב ןכו )166הז הזוח תמיתח י''ע ןכו

 ל''נה ץמחה יתרכמשו ל''נה תומוקמה תא יתרכשהש יישרמ םשבו ימשב םלש

 ףאו ל''נה לכ הנקי ל''נה תואנקהה יכרדמ תחא לכבש הנתוהו 167.ןידכ ל''נה הנוקל

 ןינק לכו םינינקה ראשל לוטיב םורגי אל םינינקהמ דחא לטבתמ םאו םלוכב יכ

 הנוקל םייונק ליעל ורכזוהש םיכרצמה לכש אצמנ .ומצע ינפבו דרפנב ליעוי

 תושרהו ,םיאנת אללו תוכז רויש םוש ילב ,םלוע תותימצל הטולחו הרומג הריכמב

 תוירחא לכו ,ץפח ובלש המ לכ וב תושעלו הצריש ימ לכל ץמחה תא רוכמל ודיב

 .רומג סנוא לש תוירחא ללוכ דבלב הנוקה לע קר רוכמה ץמחה

 

 ראובמ )ד''יה היכזמ א''פ( ם''במרב .ירכנל ןילטלטמ תונקהל רשפא ןינק הזיאב םינושארה וקלחנ 165

 םג ץמחה רוכמיש שרופמ ח''מת ע''ושב ןכלו ,ףסכ ןינק ינהמד א''יו .ףסכב אלו הכישמב הנוק יוגד
 קחדה תעשב ץמחה לכב הכישמ תושעל השקד רחאמו .)ט''י ק''ס ב''מ ןייע( ףסכב םגו הכישמב
 ת''המ ליעויש חוורמ םינינקה ראשמ דחא ןיאש רחאמ םינינק המכ דוע תושעל ורמא םיקסופה
 ןינקב .הריכמה הלחש ךומסל רשפא םלוכ ףוריצבש םיכיישה םינינקה ראש לכ םישוע ןכלו .ע''וכל
 ה''ד ד''ק ק''ב( 'סות תעד ,בגא ןינק .ירכנל תוחילש ןיא תוחילש םעטמ רצח םאד קופקפ שי רצח
 תעד ,רדוס ןינק .הרות ןידל ינהמ ןנברדמ ןינק םא ןודינ שיו .ןנברדמ םא יכ ת''המ ינהמ אלד )בגא
 .ירכנב ינהמ אלד ל''ס )ל''קס ג''כק( ך''שה ךא )ןיפילח( ירכנב ינהמד )השאה ה''ד .ג ןישודיק( ת''ר
 .ןנברדמ ןינק קר אתמוטיס ןינק
 א''כ ק''ס ח''מת ש''העב ןכו ,אתמוטיס ןינק םעטמ אוה רטשה רקיע ו''ל ןמיס ל''שרהמ ת''ושב 166

 .ש''ע ד''וסב

 יתאדוהכ ותאדוהו יפכ ויפ אהיש האשרהב בותכל יואר אתידוא ןינק רובע חילש תויהל ידכ 167

 ןמיס ח''הוצק ןייע( חלשמה תא בייחמ חילשה תאדוה ךכבו .חלשמה יפכ אהי חילשה יפש רמולכ
 ח''הוצקב בתכש המו .חילש י''ע אתידוא ינהמ אל ילואד קפקפל שי ,הז ןוקית םא םג םלוא .)ד''כק
 .ברה י''ע אלש ומצעב ירכנל וצמח רכמ דחא לכ ונמזבד ל''י אתידוא י''ע ןכ תושעל
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 הדועס ילכ תריכמ

 םהל השקו ,שומישה ינפל הליבטב םיבייחה הדועס ילכ ושכרש םירכומה ןיב שי .12

 תיבהמ תאצלמ םיענמנ םימעפלש אנורוקה תפגמ ןמזב ןוגכ( הוקמב םלבוטל

 כ''חא הלאשה תושר ונממ שקבלו ירכנל םרכומל םיצורו ,)וינפלו חספה תפוקתב

 תא םירכומהמ קלח ופיסוה ןכלו ,)ז''ס ג''כש ח''ואבו כ''ק ס''ס ד''ויב ראובמכ(

 ורכמי םינמוסמה םילכה .הדועס ילכה םוקמ םגו ,רוכמל םנוצרבש הדועס ילכ

 ומושי הדועסה ילכ לש ריחמה םג .םיאנת םתואבו םינינק םתואבו ץמחה םע דחי

 הדועסה ילכו ץמחה תללוכ האשרהה .ץמחה יבגל השעיש ומכ 'ג לש אמוש פ''ע

 .הריכמב הדועס ילכו ץמח תללוכ הטמל רוכמל השרומה תמיתחו ,דחי

 ,הדועסה ילכ לש תולעבה תרבעה לוחיש רחאלש הנוקהמ שקבמ רוכמל השרומה .13

 עידויש דע ורכמש הדועס ילכ םתוא םע הלאשהב שמתשהל םירכומל תושר ןתני

 ותמכסה הוהמ הטמל הנוקה תמיתח .םילכה תרזחהב ונוצרש רכומל הנוקה

 168.םירכזנה םיאנתה יפכ הלאשהל ותמכסהו ,םתונקל

 

 רוכמל המרעה תושעל יאשר םילכה לובטל א''אשכש ז''ס ג''כש ח''ואבו כ''ק ס''ס ד''ויב ראובמ 168

 הציבד ב''פבו )ט''נתת( ז''עד ה''פ יכדרממ םירבד רוקמ .ונממ הלאשה שקבלו הנתמב ונתיל וא ירכנל

 יוצמ ןיאש םוקמב לוחב וליפא תושעל רשפא הז ןוקית ל''זו ףיסוהו כ''ק ןמיסב י''בה ואיבה )ז''ערת(

 רבכו םנחת אל םושמ הנתמ תתל רוסאש וקפקפש שיו .םש ע''ושב ואיבהו ,וב ליבטהל םימ הוקמ

 אכיל הריכמב םישועשכ יאדו לבא ,לארשי ךרוצל השועש ןויכ םנחת אל אכילד ו''קס ש''תפב בתכ

 .הנוכנ הארנ ש''תפה תרבסש ףא הריכמב תושעל ףידע ,יוגל םירכומ רבכד רחאמו ,םנחת אל

 ןייע .םירעהל ירש ןנברד רוסיאבד ץריתו ,המרעה ןאכ תושעל ירש עודמ הלעה הבושת יכרדבו

 ירבדמ הארנו .הרות רוסיאב אלו ,ארכנימד המרעב תושעל יאשר ןנברד רוסיאב קרד :אל תורוכב

 תוצמ הפוג הזד ,הליבט ילב שמתשהל הרות רוסיא יוה תולקב ליבטהל לוכיד אכיהד ג''כש ל''היבה

 אלא הזב ןיא ,ךכמ ענמנו לובטל הצורו ,לובטל ול השקשכ םלוא ,שמתשמש ינפל לובטל הרותה

 .ארכנימד המרעה תושעל יאשר ,לוכי וניאו לובטל הצורד ד''דנב ןכלו ,ןנברד רוסיא

 אל לבא םימי המכל וא תבשל קר ינהמד הלעה תומוקמה 'בב ז''טה ירהד .םכסומ הז ןיד ןיאד אלא

 הכרבב וליבטהל בייח עובשכל ותושרב עקשנ היהי םאד ,ה''ל ק''ס ג''כש ב''מה ואיבהו .ךורא חווטל

 .ירכנל ךיישש ףא וליבטהל בייחד ,לארשי דיב ילכ יוג ןכשמב ומכ ולשכ יוה ותושרב עקשנד רחאמד

 םלוא .הליבטמ ירמגל רוטפ וניאד ל''ס מ''מ לבא ,ינשה לע ךרבלו רחא ילכ םע ליבטיד םייסמד אלא

 ונממ לאשיש ףא ירכנל הריכמב לקהל שי קחדה תעשב ןכל .יכה עמשמ אל םיקסופה לכ תמיתסמ

 .ב''מהו ז''טה תעדל שוחלו רחא ןורתפ אוצמל רתוי יואר םלוא ,ךורא חווטל
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 תוברע

 םורד תוהז רפסמ ואדנל לייר רמ ןלבק ברעה י''ע םלושי בוחה תרתי ,תאש רתיל .14

 םלושי אל םא ואולימב בוחה תרתי םלשל בייחתהש 7202095057084 יאקירפא

 ןפואב הרתיה תייבגל תורישי וילא תונפל רכומה יאשר ףאו ,הנוקה י''ע הרתיה

 ברעהו הנוקה ןיב םכסוה .הרתיה םולשת יא בקע רכמה לטבל םוקמ לכ ןיאש

 ךכ לע רטש םתחנו בתכנ .ברעל םלשל הנוקה בייחתי ,ורובע בוחה םלשיו הדמב

 169.בוחהו הריכמה םרט ס''אגקב רבדה לבקתנו
 ןורסחו דספה לע תונמאנ

 םירבדה לכו ץמחב דספה היהי םאש שוריפב וילע לביקו ל''נה הנוקה הצרתנו .15

 דחא רמאיש רבד לכב רשא ,ל''נה םירכומל תונמאנ ןיד לכ הזב היהיש ל''נה

 לכ דעב םג הנוקה םלשי יזא הדידמה תע דע התעמ ול רסחנש ל''נה םירכומהמ

 

 הולמהו דקפנה תושרב עוקש היהיש ןוכשמ ןיב קלחל םוקמ שי הרואכלד ,ב''צ ז''טה ירבדד ,ארביא

 .ןינק ול ןיאו ,הלאשהל תושר אידהל ונממ שקבמש ד''דנב כ''אשמ ימד ולשכו

 חווטל ונייהו הוקמל סינכהל א''אש םילודג םילכב הז ןוקית לע ךמס כ''ק ןמיס שירב א''ער הנהו

 ףא ,םימב םליבטי םא וסרהיש םיילמשח םילכב ל''צז בישילא ברה ךכ הרוהש ונעמש ןכו ,ךורא

 ד''דנב ז''ע ךומסל שיד הרנ ןכלו ,ירש מ''מו םלבוטל םעפ ףא אבי אלו םלועל ןוקית אוה םשש

 .רחא ןינעב א''אשכ

 ומכו ,תוכתמ לכ אלו דבלב תוכתמ ילכ ששו ןנברדמ תיכוכזב אלא םילכ תליבטב ךרוצ ןיאד ,עדו

 םילבוטל ךירצד הארנ ןכלו ,לזרבמ ובורב יושע stainless steel םויה .חספל ךירדמב יתכראהש

 לובטל םלועה וגהנש המ לבא .םלבוטל א''אשכ ירכנל םרכומל בייח ,םהמ הנקשכו ,הכרבבו ת''המ

 ,תיכוכזב סרח ילכה םיפצמ ויה םעפש הממ האבש תועט אוהש ןכתיו( תועט אוהד הארנ ץעו הניסרח

 ילב םליבטהל שי הליחתכלד הארנ )aluminum םולא ןוגכ( תוכתמ ראשו .)ךכ םישוע אל םויה םלוא

 .ללכ הליבט ילב שמתשהל רשפא א''אשכו ,הכרב

 וא ,םלבוטל לכוי אלש עדויו חספ ךרוצל ילכה תונקל אבשכ לבא ,ילכה הנק רבכשכ א''דב ,הנהו

 ,הכישמב ליעומה ןינק םהב השעי אלש ףידעד הארנ ,הכישמב הכז אל דועו חולשמב ילכה עיגמש

 וא םימולשתה לביק רבכש ירכנה תושר ידימ אצי הזבו ,תונקל אלש ןיוכתמש היבגמש העשב ןיוכיו

 תא רוטפל יואר רתויו .הכישמב הנקיש דע ידוהיה תושרל אב אל ןיידעו ,הנוקל ורסומל הצרתנש

 ילכה בייחתנ רבכש רחאל הנתמב וא הריכמב ירכנל רוסמלמ ,ללכב הנק אלש הזב הליבטמ ומצע

 .הליבטב

 תא לבקי אל םא חקמה לטבל רכומה לש הנעט עונמל אוהו ז''רגה תצע אוה תוברע לש הז ןוקית 169

 ינצעי ל׳׳צז גרבדלוג הימחנ ןמלז ברה ר''ומו .י''בו י''ב לע ערפמל רובעי אליממו םולשתה אולמ

 .השעמל ןכ תושעל שי ,ןכ םיגהונ אל הברהש ףא הריכמב ןכ ףיסוהל
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 הזיא היה אל ילוא יכ הדידמה תעשב ןועטל הנוקה לכוי אל םגו ,רסחיש רבד

 הנוקה לכוי קרו ,םירכומל תונמאנ שי הז לכ לע יכ ,הריכמה ללכב ל''נהמ םירבד

 םהירבדש ד''ב ינפב קדצ ןהֵב םתיב ינבו םהיתרשמ וא םירכומה ודיגיש שורדל

 170.תמא
 הרתיה םולשת יא י''ע לטבתת אלש הטולח הריכמ

 הריכמב יאנת םוש הנוקהמ עיגמה בוחה םולשת היהי אלש שוריפב הנתוה כ''ומכ .16

 הולמב וילע ונפקזש הריכמה ימד תא ל''נה הנוקהמ הבגנ אל םא ףאש ,ללכ ל''נה

 ינא .ללכ רוישו יאנת םוש ילב הרומגו תמייוקמ ל''נה הריכמה היהת ,םלועל

 הווהמ וניא ,הנוקה ידי לע בוחה תרתי םולשת יאש םישרמה םשבו ימשב ריהצמ

 ,הדידמהש םכסוה ןכ ומכ .הריכמה לוטיבל הליע שמשל לוכי אלו וז הריכמב יאנת

 .ןינקה תולחב ללכ ובכעי אל יאלמה תריפסו לקשמה
 חספה רחאלו חספב שמתשהל רכומה תוכז

 ךותב המודכו תופורתב ןה ,ץמחב שמתשהל רכומל הנותנ תושרהש ,הנתוה דוע .17

 םייתסמ חספה לשמל ,ונמז יפל םוקמו םוקמ לכו ,חספה רחאל ץמח ןהו ,חספה

 יאשר לארשי ץראב וצמח רכמש ימו ,גרבסנהויב םייתסמש ינפל םוי ץראב

 הנוקל רכומה םלשיו ,הנוקל ךייש ץמחהש ףא ולצא חספה ימי רחאל וב שמתשהל

 ץמחב שמתשהל רכומה יאשר היהי ןכ ומכ .םיאיקב תמוש יפל וא 5% לש חויר םע

 לחו ,ןסינ ג׳׳י םויב היהי הריכמה תולחש ןוגכ הריכמה רחאלו חספה ינפל דוע

 תבש ליל תדועסל ץמחב שמתשהל וצריש ולאכ שי ןסינ ד׳׳י אוהש תבשבו ,ק׳׳שעב

 הנוקהמ הזב הנתנ תושרהו ,הליכא רוסיא תעש דע רקובב ד׳׳יב תרחמל ןכו

 ורסיחש המ פ׳׳ע כ׳׳חא ריחמה זזוקיו ,ולכואלו ןמחב שמתשהל םירחאל

 רבכש ףא ץמחהמ לוכאל םהיחרואו םירכומה ולכוי ךכבו .הרכמנש הרוחסהמ

 יפכ םהימד םלשל רכומה בייחתי שומישה י׳׳עש קר ,ירכנל ךיישו ירכנל רכמנ

 .אמושה

 

 אוה כ''א ,רכומה דיספיש ששח שי םאד .רכומה תויוכז לע רומשל קר אל יתכלה ךרצנ הז ףיעס 170

 וב שי ומויקב הצורש לכו .הנוקה ןמ םימדה תעיבת לע היאר ול היהיש ידכ ץמחה לש ומויקב הצור
 הנוקל יאדכ וניא כ''א םלוא .דספההו ול היהש המ לע תונמאנ ול תתל ךרוצ שי ןכלו .ץמח רוסיא
 רכומל בייחל א''או .ףסכ ןומה עבתיו הרוחס לש הלודג תומכ הדבי רכומהש ששוח ירהד תונקל
 .דספהה לע קדצ ןהב ד''בב ריהציש הצעה ןכלו .העובשמ ורטופל ומויקב הצור כ''אד ,העובש
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 רוסיאה ןמז ינפל רחאל רוכמל רכומל תושר

 רוכמי רכומה ,האנה רוסיא ןמז דע הריכמה ןמזמ םאש ,םידדצה ןיב הנתוה דוע .18

 היינשה הריכמה ,הרוחסהמ שמתשאו חקא ינאש םדוק רחא והשימל ץמחה תא

 הרוחסב שמתשהלו לובאל רכומה יאשר ןכ ומכ  .תאזה הריכמה אלו ,הפקת היהת

 היהש המ קר ,הריכמב לולכ היה אלש ררבתמ לכאש המו ,רוסיאה ןמז דע ומצעל

 .ץמח רוסיא ןמזב םייק
 ולוחי הריכמה יקלח ראש-הפקת אל הריכמהמ קלח םא ףא

 םהב ליעוי אלש םישנאהמ הזיא וא 171םירבדהמ הזיא וא םינינקהמ הזיא שי םא .19

 ןיאש וא איהש הבס וזיאמ הנק אלש םירבד ונממ לטבתנש וא ןינקהו הריכמה

 םירבדה ראש רובע ןתינ ןינקהו תוריכשה לש ףסכה ירה ,םהב ליעומ ףסכה ןינק

 .םהב ליעומ ףסכה ןינקהש

 םיאנתו רכומהו ריכשמה תאדוה

 תומוקמה תא יתרכשהו ל''נה הדועס ילכו ל''נה ץמחה יתרכמש מ''חה ינא הדומו .20

 ונבתכש המ לכו .ל''נה _______________________ל ליעומ ןינקב ל''נה

 םיפיעסהו םיאנתה לכו ,הדועסה ילכ ןינעל םג םיכייש ץמחה ןינעב הלעמל

 ,תונמאנה ,תוברעה ןינעל ןוגכ הדועסה ילכ ןינעל םג םיפקת ץמחל םיכיישה

 .'וכו ריחמה

 ול םירכשומה תומוקמהמ ולש םירבדה תא איצוי אל הנוקה םאש וניניב הנתוה .21

 דועו ,ל''נכ םיאיקב 'ג תמוש יפכ תוריכש ימד םלשל ךרטצי ,ןסינ ו''כ רחאל ל''נה

 פ''ע ףקות ל''נה לכל אהיש ידכ ץוחנש המ לכה תושעל תושר הנוקל שיש הנתוה

 םישורדה םיכמסמה לכ תא איצמהל םיבייחתמ םירכומהו הלשממה יקוח

 הנידמה ריכת אל איהש לכ הבס הזיאמ םא ףאש תאזב ריהצמ הנוקה ךא 172.ךכל

 הרותה יקוח יפל הריכמהו תוריכשמה לוחת – וז תוריכש וא הריכמ תוכמסב

 .דבלב

 

 ,ליעומ אלש רבדו ןינק וב ליעומה רבד דחיב רכמ םאש "רומחו תא ינק" לש ןורסח היהי אלש ידכ 171

 .ינהמ שוריפב רמאשכו .ןינקה וב ליעומש רבדהמ םג ןינקה לטבתיד תוטיש שי

 ןיידתהל הצור ירכנה ןיא םתסה ןמד ,תואכרעב עובתל לכויש ןניעב ירכנל תעד תורימג היהיש ידכ 172

 .)הכ:ט ץמח תכרעמ ח''דשו גיק ח''וא ס''ח ןייע( .לארשי ינידב
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 הנידמה יקוח יפכ םיזוח לכ ףקותכ ףקת אהי וז הריכמו תוריכש הזוח ףקות .22

 רחא דצמ ןיבו רטשה ןושל דצמ ןיב קפוסמ רבד לכו ,הרות ןידכ םייושעה תורטשו

 .הנוקה תבוטל ןודינ היהי

 םייתד םיכרצל הזוח תנעט וא ןיע תיארמל הזוח תנעט יכ םידדצה םיריהצמ ןכ .23

 ,םלועב אתועיר םושב וחוכ ערגי אל הז רטשו 173.הליבק יתלב היהת הז רטש יבגל

 אלד ל''זח תנקת פ''ע ליעומ רתויה ןפואב השענו תוילתו תוקיחמ ידי לע לספי אלו

 תועדומ לכ לוטיבב היב אינקמל רשכד אנמבו ארטשד יספוטכ אלדו אתכמסאכ

 הקירפא םורד תנידמב גרבסנהוי ריעב א׳׳פשת ןסינ 175ג''י םוי 174ח''הע יתאבו 'וכו

 .םיקו רירש לכהו הנוקהו רכומה ידי לע ףד לכ לע םותח םיפד 6 אוה הזוחהו

 השרומה תמיתח

 __________________________________________רוכמל

 ל''נה ךיראתב ל''נה םכסההו הריכמהו תוריכשה לכ רשאמ הנוקה ינא םג

_____________________________________________

  

 

 םירכומ ולאל רתויב ץוחנ אוה דועו .ןכ ןועטל ירכנהמ עונמל ידכו תראובמ וז תפסותב תלעותה 173

 רשכה תדועת לבקל קר הריכמה םישועו ,הארי לב לש ואלה והל תפכיא אלו הרות ירמוש םניאש

 אב ןכל ,לוזב רתוי רכומ יוגל ירהש הריכמה םצע לע קפקפל שי הזבד ,חספה רחאל רוכמל ולכויש

 .דבלב םייתד םיכרצל רכמש ןועטל לכוי אלש רכומה ריהצמש הז חסונ

 רטש אלו היאר רטש אוה רטשהש שרופמ כ''אד ,ח''הע יתאב היארלו ליגרה חסונכ בותכל ןיא 174

 .)אי:ז הדשה תאפ ח''דש( ןינק
 .םויה ףוסב הריכמה לוחי אלש ידכ העשה ףיסוהל שי ,ד''יב םירכומשכ 175
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205.  

Understanding the Sale of Chometz to non-Jew 

By Rav Baruch Rubanowitz 5781 

1. It is important to explain to the non-Jewish buyer that he is purchasing all 

of the chometz listed in the pages of the appendix to the sale. It lists 

names, addresses, contact info and location of chometz in the home. He 

then becomes the owner in every way. It is not just a religious act, but he 

is the rightful owner and may dispose of the chometz as he sees fit. 

2. The buyer should understand that many forms of acquisition are going to 

be performed to satisfy various opinions. Each type stands by itself and 

does not need the other types to be effective. 

3. The document should be read to the buyer before the sale and he should 

verbalize that he agrees to the terms of the sale. 

4. The non-Jew should pay cash for the rental of the space. Then pay more 

cash for the purchase of the chometz. It should be estimated how many 

sellers there are and at least a perutoh should be given for each seller. The 

value of a perutoh is the value of silver that weighs the mass of a half grain 

of barley. That is equivalent to 0.022 grams of silver. (As a precaution, it 

is advisable to consider a perutoh to be worth 0.025 grams of silver.) 

4.1. One troy ounce is equal to 31.1034768 grams. Therefore, a perutoh is 

worth 0.00080377 of a troy ounce. If a Troy ounce is worth $26.44 

(March 18th, 2021), which is slightly more than a two cents ($0.021 

That is the equivalent of 33 cents in ZAR or 0.08 Shekel in NIS (10 

agorot). 

5. The buyer should be informed that the sale is final after the down payment 

and the balance is a debt. The sale is not contingent upon the completion 

of the debt. 

6. A garment 7.5 cm x 7.5 cm is used as a kinyan suddar. The non-Jew offers 

the suddar to the rav and exchange the chometz is transferred to the buyer. 
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7. A handshake is performed to effect the sale as kinyan situmta. 

8. The rav states to the buyer that “I acknowledge and admit with complete 

sincerity, in my name and in the name of all those who appointed me an 

agent to sell their chometz, that all forms of chometz and chometz 

mixtures, that are found in our domain and the location that they lie in, all 

belong to you the buyer”. This is kinyan odisa. 

9. The document itself of the contract should be given as gift to the buyer. 

Then the rav and buyer shall sign the document in front of witnesses. The 

contract is then delivered to the buyer in the presence of witnesses and the 

intention is to use this as another device to transfer the ownership to the 

buyer. Each page of the contract should be signed. The document can 

remain with the buyer or it can be placed in the custody of the rav. 

10. Upon the designated time after the chag (shortly after tzeis hakochavim) the 

buyer should come to the rav and present himself. The rav shall claim the 

balance of the debt. If he is unwilling or unable to pay the balance, the rav 

may offer cash for the chometz. It is not necessary to also perform a kinyan 

suddar, but it may be done. The Rav offers the suddar to the non-Jew and 

can buy the chometz for the agreed upon price. Should the rav buy all the 

chometz for himself, he may also buy the chometz that once belonged to 

people in chutz laaretz, even though it may still be Pesach for them. The 

non-Jew should come himself and not his agent. 
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206.  

Mehadrin Sale of Chometz 

Supervised Mehadrin Sale 

Halachic and Historical Background 

206.1. The Torah requires that Jews destroy all the chometz they own 

before Pesach (tashbisu). Besides that positive commandment, there 

are two negative commandments which compel a Jew to disown, 

destroy, or sell chometz before Pesach. One is not even allowed to be 

financially responsible for someone else’s chometz. 

207. Chazal recommended that bitul (annulment) be performed so as to 

neutralize the Torah requirements. After bitul, the chometz is ownerless 

and the original owner is not held accountable for having in his possession 

the chometz that he once owned. Still, Chazal were concerned that a Jew 

might inadvertently consume the chometz that was once his. Consuming 

chometz is a separate Torah violation even if the one ingesting it does not 

own the chometz. Therefore, Chazal legislated two mitzvos: bedikoh and 

biur. One should search for any chometz the night before Pesach, and then 

destroy it even though he has already performed bitul. This would 

hopefully minimize the possibility of ingesting chometz on Pesach since it 

won’t be easily available. 

208. Another way mentioned in the Mishnoh to avoid all of these concerns 

is to sell the chometz to a non-Jew before Pesach. This idea is found in 

the Mishnoh at the beginning of the second chapter of Pesochim and on 

13a of meseches Pesochim that describes selling the chometz in the 

marketplace. 

209. Selling chometz to non-Jews over the millennia have taken more 

forms. They can be divided into four types and seem to have developed 

over time due to historical factors. The first two types lasted for most of 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 203 

Jewish history, which spans thousands of years. The last two types are 

relatively new in Jewish history. Today, when people discuss mechiras 

chometz (the selling of chometz) they usually refer to what they are familiar 

with, type four. However, it is helpful to understand the history and 

development, the pressures and societal needs that led to the last two 

stages before just adopting its practice as if it is entirely acceptable and 

normative. In fact, it is quite recent that Jews started doing this and there 

are numerous halachic concerns associated with these last two types. While 

the last two types serve important functions and are halachically valid, 

some people may be in a position to opt for the original modes of 

acquisition. The advantage is that they can go back to the traditional and 

unequivocally sanctioned modes of behavior without resorting to 

innovations that developed in Jewish history due to extreme situations and 

needs. 

210. Type one: A final and complete sale as mentioned in the Mishnoh 

and gemoro is the first type. In this form, the seller receives the monetary 

value of the merchandise and will never see his chometz again. This is 

what is meant by the comment of the gemoro that one should sell the 

chometz in the market. 

211. Type two: Referred to in the Tosefta (Pesochim 4:6) and accepted 

by the Rambam (4:6) and Shulchan Aruch (448:3) in which a Jew finds a 

friendly non-Jew who is prepared to buy the chometz for the period of 

Pesach and resell it back after Pesach. The Shulchan Aruch accepts this 

ha’aromoh (legal loophole) provided that the non-Jew performs a kinyan 

meshichoh (a specific mode of acquisition which displays ownership) and 

removes the chometz from the Jews domain and brings into his own 

domain. 

212. Type three: Suggested by acharonim due to dire financial straits when 

entire communities were threatened with economic depression and 
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poverty, in which no meshichoh is performed and alternative methods were 

used. This served a great need in Europe, where the livelihood of many 

Jews depended on barrels of alcohol for taverns. This period lasted for 

about 250 years from 1640 until 1890. In this group, each Jew was advised 

how to sell his own chometz to the non-Jew. Lifting the item or rolling 

the barrel together with paying for it is all that is necessary to effect a 

halachic sale. However, since moving all the items was difficult, suggestion 

rolled in how to transfer ownership without meshichoh. 

213. Type four:  The prevalent mechiras chometz today developed due to the 

many halachic problems that arose from allowing uneducated Jews 

handling the halachic matters on their own (type 3). The idea was 

suggested to centralize the sale under the supervision and control of the 

rabbonim. This had two variations. The first variation was that the general 

population sold their chometz to the local rav who then resold it to the 

non-Jew. This was discontinued as halachically problematic and 

impractical. Eventually the contemporary approach developed in which 

the rav was appointed by each member of his community to act as the 

agent of the congregant to sell the chometz of all the congregants of each 

community to the non-Jew. At first, there was significant opposition to 

this as well. However, this approach has been in use for over 100 years 

now. This method has its unique halachic challenges and much Torah has 

been written to justify its perpetuation. While many innovative solutions 

have developed over time to enhance its halachic viability, it still is not an 

optimal solution. Furthermore, the concern for economic collapse for the 

individual homeowner is not on the same level of severity as it was 

centuries ago for the producers and tavern owners centuries ago. Hence, 

it is advised to avoid relying entirely on this sale and only use when there 

is no other reasonable option. Many observant Jews will try to rid their 

homes of chometz and perform the type 4 sale as a precautionary measure. 
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214. Mechiras chometz lemehadrin is a classic sale in which the item is 

clearly identified, the price is known in advance and the seller transfers the 

object into the possession of the buyer and a down payment is made on 

the merchandise. These are the main elements of a bona fide sale as 

detailed in the Shulchan Aruch (548:3). Specifically regarding chometz, the 

Shulchan Aruch states that it is insufficient to pay for the chometz. The 

chometz should be taken out of the Jew’s home and a gentile must make 

a halachic kinyan hagbohoh/meshichoh—lifting the item or dragging it about 

two and a half meters (if it is heavy)—in order to assume ownership of the 

chometz. In the mehadrin chometz sale, the process follows the rules as 

found in the Shulchan Aruch without resorting to the post Shulchan 

Aruch innovations.176 The chometz is moved into the domain of the gentile 

(kinyan meshichoh) and kinyan kesef is also performed in which the buyer 

(hanochri) pays a down payment on the merchandise. Between both of 

these kinyonim (methods of halachic acquisition), the gentile has surely 

acquired the chometz.177 

 

176 The Post Shulchan Aruch commentaries suggested various other kinyonim as a substitute 
for meshichoh and hagbohoh. Besides kesef, it was suggested to also perform kinyan, agav, kinyan 
chotzer, kinyan suddar, kinyan odiso and kinyan situmto. Each of these has a weakness in 
halochoh and may not effectively make the transfer to a non-Jew in such a fashion that 
according to Torah law the chometz does not belong to the Jew anymore. 

 שדיח ל''צז רוטקפס ןנחלא קחצי ברה .םיחלשמל המדקמב ברה הכוז ךיא םינורחאה ונד 177
 רובע ףסכ םולשת היהי הזו ,ולש תויהל ברל המדקמ םלשיש ירכנל םירמוא וליאכ םיחלשמהד
 הזב לולכי וצמח רוכמל חילש ברה תא הנממה לכש ,ירכנה םע הריכמה םייקתי ןכ ד''עו .הרוחסה
 ךייש היהי םתרוחס רובע המדקמב ברל ירכנה ןוערפש הז ןינע ללוכ ,ברה תנבה יפל השענ לכהש
 .ברל

 לטב אצמנו רכמב הצרי אל רכומה ,ללכב בוחה תרתי תא הנוקה םלשי אל םאד תוביתנה תעד הנהו
 ץמחה ימד לכ ירכנה םלשיש ברה ע''ושב בתכ הז םעטמ .י''בו הארי לב לע רבעק אליממו ,ערפמל
 םייקתיש ןפואב םלשי אל םא ירכנה לע העיבתו הנעט םוש ברל ןיאש ןפואב הריכמה תא רדסל וא
 תויוקד תא םיספות םה ןיא ונימוקמב םירכנל ץמח תריכמב ילש ןויסנה יפל םנמא .ןינע לכב חקמה
 בייח אוה ןיא תמאבד רחאמ ירכנהמ הרזחב היינקה לע רבדה השקמ דועו ץוד ףולש לש םיאנתה
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215. Mechiras chometz lemehadrin is appropriate for those people who wish to 

use the age-old method described in the Shulchan Aruch. This method is 

unquestionably valid (according to normative halochoh that accepts the 

Shulchan Aruch) and follows the letter and spirit of the law by removing 

the chometz from one’s domain. After Pesach, the seller gets either the 

money he is owed or its equivalent in merchandise. It is likely that the 

 

 ירכנה רובע ןלבק ברע דימעמו ,תצקמב ברה ע''וש תצע לבקמ ברה ,תאזה הריכמב ןכלו .תעכ םולכ
 לבקמ אוהש )ןבואר( ןלבק ברע היהיש ידוהי ירכנה דימעיו ץמחה הנקי ירכנה ןכלו .הריכמה ינפל דוע
 רתוי שי הזבו .םלשי אל ירכנהו הדמב היינקה בוח תרתי תא םלשל בייחתהל ברה לש ורדוסב ןינק
 .לטבתי אל רכמהש םירכומל ןוחטב

 רחא ברע ברה דימעי כ''אא ברע אכיל וצמח לעש ,ירכנל ברה ךרד וצמח תא רוכמי אל ומצע ברעהו
 בייחתי אלש ידכ ץמחה לש ומויקב הצור ירה ברעהד םינורחאה ושקה הנהו .ברעה לש וצמח רובע
 םא לבא ןוממ חויר ול םורגי ץמחה םא אקוד ונייה ומויקב הצור רוסיאד בשייל שיו ,וסיכמ םלשל
 חספ שדוק יארקמבו י:ד אניינת מ''וש ןייע( ומויקב הצור בשחנ וניא דספהה ןמ קר וענומ ץמחה
 .)'ע ןמיס א''ח

 ע''מס ןייע( בוצק וניא םוכסהש אכיה ק''ע ינהמ אלד םינורחאה תרעה ךייש אל כ''ג וז הריכמבו
 .בוצק ריחמ וילע שי טירפ לכ ירהד אמושו הדידמ רסח הרוחסה ןיא ירהד )ה''כ ק''ס א''לק

 םולשתה ימד הבגי אל םא ףאו ,הולמב ףוקז אהי בוחה תרתי םולשתד אידהל תונתהל רשפא דוע
 הולמב הפיקז ןיב קוליחה םנמא .יאנת םוש ילב הרומגו תמייוקמ הריכמה היהת ,םלועל הנוקהמ
 ברהו .םיטפשמב דמולמ וניא םא ירכנל וריבסהל השק םימעפלו אוה קד ןינע היינקה בוח םולשתל
 .ןינעה תוביסנ יפל הבוט יכה ךרדה רחבי

 ששח ןאכ ןיאו וצמח םש חינהל םוקמ רכוש ירכנהש ,ברה י''ע ןירדהמ הריכמב תישענ הנקת דוע
 ראובמ א''סס מ''ת ןמיסבש ףא ,םלשל הצרי אלו הרוחסל סנוא הרקי םא ,הנה .סנאד תוירחא לש
 יוה ,סנוא הרקישכ םלשי אלו ץמח תריכמב כ''או ,רעבל בייחו תוירחא יוה סנא תוירחאד רקיעהד
 ץעיימ ןכל ,ש''ע ג''קס מ''ת ןמיס םייח רוקמב הלעה ןכו ,י''בו י''בב רבוע ןיידעו ,רכומה לע ותוירחא
 לע סנאד תוירחא שיש ונל תפכיא אלו ותושרב ץמחה זאו ירכנל ץמחה םוקמ רוכמל םייח רוקמה
 ידוהיה קלתסמ זאו ,ירכנל וריכשהל לוכי ידוהיל רכשומ ץמחה םוקמ םאד םש ראובמ דוע .רכומה
 ה''הד הארנו .וילע סנאד תוירחאש ןל תפכיא אלו ירכנה תושרב ולוכ ץמחהו ץמחה םוקממ לכו לכמ
 ףא ירכנל םצמח רוכמל םירחא יאשרד ירכנל ומוקמ ריכשמו ץמחה םוקמ לעב אוה ידוהי םא
 ירכנל וצמח רוכמי אל ריכשמה ותואש רהזי קר ,ידוהימ תולעבב אוהש םוקמל ץמחה ירכנה סינכיש
 .םייח רוקמב ש''ע סנאד תוירחא וילע שיו ,הזל אינק אל תוריכשו םוקמ ול דחיכ יוהד םש וחינהל
 ןיא ,המרעה איה הריכמה לכש ירכנל הארי םא ףאד םייח רוקמה לש וירבדב ראובמש ןייצל שיו
 אלש ןויכ סנאד תוירחא ןאכ שי המרעה הזב האור ירכנהש ןויכ קר ,הריכמה םצעב לוספ םוש ךכב
 .רכשומה תא ריכשהל וא רוכמל הצע בתכ ז''עו ,סנוא הרקי םא םלשי
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seller will receive the same items that he sold. They may be bought back 

by the Rav in lieu of discharge of the debt or further compensation.178 This 

Mehadrin sale is similar to the one described in the Shulchan Aruch, only 

that the rav acts as agent and supervises the entire process. (This is a mix 

between type 4 and type 2). 

215.1. (The Rav has designed a variation of this type of Mehadrin sale 

that can be performed without the assistance of the Rav. It is a do-it-

yourself mehadrin mechiroh without rabbinic assistance and is well suited 

for South Africans who have non-Jews living in their own abode on 

your estate. However, it does have some drawbacks. The procedure is 

described below. It should be emphasized that since it is not done with 

rabbinic supervision, it is worthwhile to protect oneself in case of a 

mistake to also perform type 4 mechiras chometz.) 

Practical Procedure 

216. Place all of your chometz in a box. Use more than one box if necessary. 

Each box should be of a weight and size that allows it to be lifted 

comfortably by a petite woman. 

216.1. Only include items that are chometz or sofek chometz, ta’aroves 

chometz or sofek ta’aroves chometz. Kitniyos and inedible items need 

not be sold. Please see the Pesach guide by the Rav on this issue. 

 

 ברעה םאש רחאמ ,ברעה בוח קלוסיש יוגה ןוצר אלא ,ללכ יוגה לע בוח ןיא ז''רגה תצע יפל הנהו 178
 י''ע ברל ירכנהמ הרוחסה תולעב ריבעהל שי ןכלו .איצוהש המ ברעל ריזחהל ךרטצי ירכנה ,םלשי

 ירכנה הנקיַ הזבו ,ברעל בוחה תליחמ תרומת זזוקי הרתיהו ,תועמ תצק ול םלשלו יוגל ףסכ ןינק
 אל תאזכ הרוצב הריכמה ברה ןויסנמ ,רומאכ םלוא .תועמה םולשתב דימ ברל הרוחסה תא
 הדמב( הרתיה לע וילע בוח שיש יוגל ריבסהל ףידעמ ברהו ,ירכנל הרורב קיפסמ הרוצב תמייקתמ
 לכה םימלשמו בוחב בייחתהל םינכומ םניאש םיקודא םירצונ שי םימעפל-לכה לע םליש אלו

 ירכנה קלתסמ הזבו ,ירכנל בוחה לחומ םגו ףסכ ןתונ אוה ,ירכנהמ הרזחב הנוק ברהשכ זאו ,)שארמ
 .הרוחסהמ
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216.2. Estimate the cost of all items being sold. It is preferable to 

underestimate the prices. The price should be attractive to the buyer 

but high enough that a seller would be willing to part with his chometz. 

If Rav Rubanowitz finds the price unreasonable, he may change the 

price and sell it at a price he deems appropriate. 

216.3. As you place each item into the box, write it down on the list 

below along with its price. Use a second sheet if necessary. 

216.4. Make sure you have filled in your name and contact information 

and make two copies of the form. 

216.5. Seal the box and tape the original form to the outside of the 

box. Make sure the form is taped securely so it will not fall off during 

transport. Mark any extra boxes with your name. Bags should be 

marked both externally and with a note inside. 

216.6. Keep the original of the form with the box or give it to the 

person receiving your chometz, who should pass it on to the Rav. The 

first copy is for the Rav’s records. The second copy is for your own 

reference. 

216.7. Bring your boxes and bags to the location that belongs to the 

non-Jew and wait for the Rav to arrange the sale. 

217. After Pesach you should either receive monetary compensation for the 

sale or get your chometz back. Should the chometz itself be available after 

Pesach, the Rav intends to attempt acquiring the chometz back and make 

it available to the original owners.179 A separate notice about this will go 

out after Pesach. 

 

 ץמחה תא לבקל רשפא ףסכ דוע בייח ירכנהו רחאמ .הרזחב ץמחה גישהל םיכרד המכ שי 179
 גרבדלוג נ''זרגה ר''ומו .בוחה תליחמ תרומת וא ג''י ק''ס ח''מת ב''מב כ''שמכ בוחה לע םולשתכ
 תא תונקל ףידע אלא חקמה לוטיבל המוד זאד בוחה לע ןוערפכ הרוחסה לבקל אלש ינצעי א''טילש
 הרתיה םלשל גחה רחאל אצמנ ירכנה ןיא םאו .םולשתה םוכסב זזקלו הכישמו ףסכב הרזחב ץמחה
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218. In summary, the necessary requirements for this type of sale include: 

218.1. Unambiguous appointment of the Rav to act as your agent to 

make the sale for you. 

219. An itemized list of edible and saleable chometz, safek chometz, taaroves 

chometz (kitniyos, inedible items such as medicines and toiletries need not 

be sold) attached to a nicely packaged light box of the food detailing the 

price of each item placed in the box. The price should be below market 

value so that the non-Jew would find the purchase an attractive 

proposition. The price should be high enough that the Jewish seller would 

be satisfied to receive the cash in exchange for his merchandise. 

220. An area that is rented by the non-Jew from a landlord that is not the 

owner of the chometz being sold. 

221. A guarantor to accept liability for the remaining debt if the entire value 

was not paid up front. 

222. A non-Jew that is bright and motivated to cooperate with the sale and 

will take the sale seriously with full understanding of each part of the 

process. The non-Jew should have the physical capacity to lift each box 

and carry it to the room he rented. He should have access (keys and codes) 

to his rented venue and realize that the area belongs to him as with any 

other rental. Once all of these elements are in place, the Rav can effectively 

facilitate the sale of your chometz for you. 

 

 ךל ירכנה רמאיש ןפואב הרוחסה תונקלו ןופלטב ותא רבדל רשפא ,ףסכ לבקלו ץמחה רוכמל וא
 בוחה לוטיבכ הארנ הז ןיא םגו ,םידיב ףסכ לבקיש צ''או יגס הזבו ,בוחה תליחמ תרומת ינקו קזח
 ירכנה םע ברה עבקי אל םא ףאד ,ףיסוהו .םולשתב הרוחסה ריזחמ וניאו תונקל ירכנה רמואש ןויכ
 קרו רכומה עבתישכ אוה ןמזה הרואכל הריכמבש ,הלקת וא ששח הזב ןיא ,הרתיה םלשל ןוערפ ןמז
 יוגה ךרטצי הרתיה תא ברה עבתי חספה רחאל דימ םא ןכלו .םוי 'ל האולה םתס ונעמש האולהב
 ,וניתליהקב השענש ןירדהמל ץמח תריכמ לע עומשל דואמ חמש א''טילש גרבדלוג ברהו .דימ םלשל
 הריכמב רחא רוערע לכל שושחל וא המרעה וזש שושחל ךירצ ןיאו קופקפ וז הריכמב ןיאש רמאו

 .ק''ע םג שיש רחאמ
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223. After Pesach, the Rav will approach the non-Jew to claim the balance 

owed. The Rav should either receive the cash value for your merchandise 

or purchase the merchandise from the non-Jew. Rav Rubanowitz has been 

performing this procedure for decades and to date all of the chometz was 

successfully purchased and made available to the original owners. 

Nevertheless, Rav Rubanowitz will indemnify himself and not take any 

personal liability for your merchandise or its value. Further details are 

found in the appropriate documents associated with this type of sale.  
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Unsupervised Mehadrin Sale of Chometz 

(Appropriate for the RSA) 

224. There is a modification to the Mehadrin Chometz Sale described above 

that can be performed by each person without any rabbinic supervision. 

This can be attractive to people that have domestic non-Jewish personnel 

living on their premises who they employ. It is also helpful this year, 5781, 

for those that are in quarantine (self-imposed or mandated) and cannot or 

do not want to bring your chometz to the Rav to sell to the non-Jew. The 

Mehadrin Sale is similar to the original, classic sale that the gemoro and 

Shulchan Aruch envisioned when recommending that a person sell their 

chometz before Pesach to a non-Jew. In the Mehadrin Sale the chometz 

is moved by the non-Jew into their own domain, and the gentile performs 

a kinyan kesef and meshichoh while still allowing the Jewish seller to have a 

reasonable chance of repurchasing his original chometz after Pesach. 

Typically, it is advisable to have a knowledgeable Rav act as your agent to 

handle the sale for you. However, for many this is difficult. In order to 

attempt to simplify the process, this do-it-yourself sale is halachically 

viable and can be done independently by responsible and intelligent yirei 

shomayim. 

224.1. Important: If you choose to perform the unsupervised 

Mehadrin Sale I strongly recommend that you also perform the 

standard sale through a rav so that in case you missed something, there 

is a backup system to protect you from violating possession of 

chometz and your chometz cannot become forbidden after Pesach. 

225. There are some unique elements to the Unsupervised Mehadrin Sale 

that make it more difficult in some ways. These changes are due to halachic 

concerns that must be addressed that were not relevant to the Mehadrin 

Sale performed by the Rav. Make sure to follow all instructions carefully. 
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This section will offer step-by-step guidelines only. To understand the 

challenges and solutions, see the notes. 

226. It should be noted that with any sale of chometz and in particular this 

method, the burden of responsibility lies with each and every Jew and does 

not rest with the rabbi performing the transaction or offering guidance. 

As mentioned in the introduction to this pamphlet, ultimate culpability for 

your behavior and fulfillment of mitzvos cannot be transferred to another. 

It is your choice what you decide to do, who you trust, how seriously you 

apply yourself to study the issue and what determinations are you prepared 

to accept from third parties. Each neshomoh will stand in judgment in front 

of Hashem and rationalizations and excuses will likely not be helpful. In 

fact, I suspect that to the degree that the person falsely believed in, or 

relied on, the information and opinion of an uneducated or unscrupulous 

counselor, he will be judged by Hashem for that failing as well. 

227. These are the important factors you will need in order to effect a 

halachically acceptable sale with your non-Jewish domestic help in the 

RSA. 

227.1. You will need to take the sale seriously with full awareness that 

after the sale takes place the food does not belong to you and that this 

is a very real transaction. Some people might see this as a formal, ritual 

Jewish practice void of real commercial significance. If that is how you 

are going to view this, I recommend that you avoid using this mode 

of sale. 

227.2. An intelligent, responsible non-Jewish employee who will be 

able to understand all that you will explain about the sale and the 

implications. If either the buyer or seller, does not view this as 

completely authentic and binding, if this seems like a simulated 

transaction, symbolic to either party involved or you are not confident 

that they will understand the rules, then rule out this option. It is 
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acceptable to view this as a legal loophole. You and the non-Jew can 

create an understanding that after the holiday if the chometz is still 

available, you will be interested in purchasing it and the only reason 

you are going through this process is to avoid owning leaven of 

Passover. Awareness that this is a legal loophole is acceptable. 

Skepticism whether the sale is valid and/or binding is not acceptable 

and is basis to invalidate the efficacy of the sale. 

227.3. An area on your territory that is rented or given completely over 

to your non-Jewish employee. It may be small living quarters or other 

room which is transferred to the domestic help for her personal usage 

for long-term use and which the employer should not be entering 

freely or unannounced. For example, a maid who has her own room 

and were the employer enter her domain without permission, it would 

seem strange and offensive to the maid, such an area is considered 

rented or lent to the non-Jew even if no formal contract was signed. 

If you are a homeowner, the area should not be a location inside your 

home that you have access to. If you are renting your residence, you 

may rent to the non-Jew a room or cabinet and give her complete 

access and you shouldn’t have access to it. 

227.4. Alternatively, if the maid lives elsewhere and she has a method 

of transportation to take your chometz to her home, that is also going 

to work. In short, what is necessary is that the chometz leave your 

domain and enter her domain that she owns, rents or has borrowed. 

227.5. Alternatively, you can rent a storage room on your property to 

the non-Jew. This can be a small amount that does not reflect true 

market prices. For example, you can rent a storage room to the non-

Jew for ten days for R100. That is R10 per day and a halachically 

acceptable rental price. After the rental period is over, the renter must 

vacate the storage room. It is advisable to prepare a simple contract 
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describing the room, address, duration of rental and price and have 

both parties sign the rental agreement. This helps to clarify to the 

parties the realness of the transaction. After the document is prepared, 

the money (R100) is transferred and the storage room then becomes 

the domain of the non-Jew. If your maid does not have the money to 

rent from you, you may give her the rental money (one hundred Rand) 

so that she can rent the room from you. A key should be given to the 

renter and complete access to the storage room. 

227.6. A non-Jewish employee that is paid on a monthly basis. 

228. Here is what you need to do to perform a Mehadrin Chometz Sale 

without Rabbinical supervision: 

229. Prepare chometz food items or food that you suspect may contain 

chometz in them. Make sure that the food is presentable, and the buyer 

would agree to purchase and eat it. For example, open bags of cereal may 

not be accepted by the non-Jew. These should be discarded before Pesach 

or burned Erev Pesach. No need to include kitniyos, in fact you should 

avoid selling kitniyos items unless you suspect that it may have chometz 

ingredients added to it. Before putting each item in the box, mark it down 

on a sheet of paper and underestimate its value. The price should be low 

enough to be attractive to the buyer and high enough for you to agree to 

part with the item. Once you have filled a box, tally the total of the items 

and come up with a final figure for the box and mark that down on the 

paper as well. Make a copy of the sheet of items and prices and attach the 

copy to the box. Keep the original for your future reference. This now 

becomes your box of chometz and is ready for sale. Keep it in your home 

on the table. 

230. Explain to the non-Jew about Pesach, the Biblical restriction for Jews 

to own chometz and the option of making a sale. You can refer to the 

numerous times the laws of Passover are found in the Bible and the 
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prohibition of having leaven in your home during Passover. Explain that 

you are requesting their assistance in the sale and they will likely make a 

profit on the sale if it is available for purchase after Pesach. 

231. Explain to the non-Jew the concept of kinyan and acquisition in Jewish 

law and that it is not sufficient to just agree to a sale, but an act of kinyan 

must be performed. In some cultures, this is a foreign notion and it may 

take a while until you are convinced that the buyer is aware of the moment 

of acquisition. (South African law has its roots in Dutch Law and 

ultimately Roman Law which is drawn from Halochoh and has remnants 

of the notion of kinyan. Some South Africans may be familiar with Modes 

of Acquisition principles and this can be helpful in your attempt to explain 

things. However, the western legal notion of a meeting of the minds is 

more prevalent now.) 

231.1. Quiz the gentile to determine that he or she understands the 

process of transfer of ownership and that an act of acquisition (kinyan) 

is needed to effectuate the transfer. If the gentile doesn’t understand 

these points, you will need to find a different gentile who does. Then 

explain that it is unclear in Jewish law whether the transfer of money 

alone effects the sale and transfer of ownership or if the transfer of 

money is insignificant to the transfer of ownership and an act that 

indicates acquisition (hagbohoh) is the appropriate kinyan (mode of 

acquisition). Hagbohoh (lifting the item) or meshichoh (dragging a larger 

item for 2.5 meters along the floor) may be the appropriate kinyon for 

this box of chometz food or it may be the payment of cash. Since 

Jewish law is undecided on this matter, to be on the safe side, the buyer 

will need to do both in order that you are certain that she (or he) owns 

it. To that end, the buyer will need to pay for the chometz and carry it 

to their domain. 
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232. Payment of Full Amount: Unlike the Supervised Mehadrin Sale 

performed by the Rav on behalf of the members of the community, when 

a homeowner performs the sale himself with his made, the non-Jew will 

need to pay the full amount of all the chometz in the box(es) up front 

before he or she is allowed to take the chometz into his or her domain and 

make a kinyan. 180 If it is a small amount of chometz, the gentile may have 

 

 המכ ינפמ ,בוחכ ראשי הרתיהו הטורפ י''ע אלו ואולימב הרוחסה לע םלשל יתכרצהש םעטה 180
 :תוילעות

 ףסכ תצקמ קר םלשמ היה וליא .מ''ת ןמיס שירב ראובמה סנאד תוירחא לש ששח ןיא הזב .א
 רכמ ןאכ ןיאו המערה לכהש ושפנב המדמ יוגהו ,הרוחסל סנוא הרק וליאו ,בוחכ ראשנ ראשהו
 ירכנה םא ג''קס שיר מ''ת ןמיס םייח רוקמב בתכ .בוחה לש הרתיה םלשמ היה אל ,רומג

 ירקימ ,ובוח ול םלשי אל דבאישכו ,דקפנה לארשיל תועמ בייח לארשי תיבב ץמח דיקפמה
 בייחו תוירחאכ יוהד ע''ושב ראובמה םלאד תוירחאכ הזד אצמנ .רעבל בייחו וילע ותוירחא
 מ''ת ןמיס םייח רוקמ ןייע ,ומצעב רכומה תאמ ירכנל רכשוה םוקמהד אכיה י''בו י''בב הילע
 םלוא .ריכשמה ידוהיה תושרב אוה וליאכ בשחנ ץמחהו ,אינק אל תוריכש הז ןינעלד ג''קס
 חטבומ האולהה בוחו .םלאד תוירחאד ששח הזב ךייש אל ,ץמחה ימד לכ ירכנה םלשמשכ
 .ןמזב האולהה ריזחי אל םא הדובע רכש יוכינ י''ע הולמל

 ןוערפבד )ז''רגו תוביתנ( םיקסופה ולעה הנהד .ןלבק ברעל צ''אש ,אלמ םולשתב שי תלעות דוע .ב
 ץעיי ז''רגהו .י''בו י''בב רכומה רבעקו ערפמל רכמה לטבד אצמנ הרתיה םלשי אלו תצקמב
 םצמח רוכמל םישנאל ץעייל םיאבשכ ןכלו .רכמה לטבתי אל הזבו ,הרתיה חיטבהל ק''ע תושעל
 .וב תועטל םילולעש שדח ביכרמ םרוגו ךילהתה ךבסי הזד ק''ע בייחל יוארה ןמ ןיא ,דבל ירגנל
 הריכמ יוהו ,רכמה לטבל ךייש אל הזבו ,ץמחה ימד לכ םלשל ץעייל ןוכנ רתוי יל הארנ ןכלו

 .הפקתו הבוט

 הטורפב קר ירכנה הנק וליאש .הרזחב ץמחה תשיכר ןינעל אלמ ריחמ םולשתב שי תלעות דוע .ג
 גרבדלוג נ''זרגה ר''ומו ,בוחה תליחמ י''ע הרזחב הרוחסה הנקיו ןכתי ,בוחכ דמוע הרתיהו

 תונקל ףידע אלא .חקמה לוטיבל המוד זאד בוחה לע ןוערפכ הרוחסה לבקל אלש ינצעי א''טילש
 רוכמל חספה רחאל אצמנ אל ירכנה םאו .בוחה לוחמי כ''חאו ,הכישמו ףסכב הרזחב ץמחה תא
 ןפואב הרוחסה תונקלו פאסטאוו רשקתהל וא ןופלטב ותא רבדל רשפא ,ףסכ לבקלו ץמחה
 יגס הזבו ,םידדצה ןיב םכסוהש תרחא הבטה וא ףסכ םוכס תרומת ינקו קזח ךל ירכנה רמאיש
 .םידיב ףסכ לבקיש צ''או

 ג''מת א''גמ ןייע ,הזל וששח אל םיקסופה בורד הארנ ,המרעה הזב שיש םירכינ םירבדהש תורמלו
 ול ריזחי ירכנהו ,הטולח הניאש הריכמ ירכנל ןודקפב ולצא אצמנש ץמח רוכמל לוכי םאד ד''קס
 וראבתי םירבדהו ,אתפסותמ םירבדה רוקמו( .קושב הטולח הריכמ םוקמב השעי ךכ ,חספה רחאל
 וריכזה פ''שו ב''מהו ,המרעה ךרד הריכמ היהישכ ךכל שח אלד ירה .)מ''כאו תרחא הנשב תוכיראב
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the money to pay for it. If the total price is beyond the capacity of the 

gentile to pay, you may lend the gentile the money, pay her salary early or 

give her the cash as a gift. 

232.1. Should he or she borrow money, the money belongs to him or 

her and a debt to you in the amount he or she borrowed is created. 

Remember to agree on a time limit when the debt is due. For example, 

it is reasonable to extend the loan for 30 days. It is prudent to write 

up an I.O.U. attesting to the details of the loan. The names of the 

parties, the amount, the date of loan and date of return should all be 

included. Then have both parties sign it. The promissory note should 

be held by the person who lent the money. 

233. The maid (or other employee who lives on site), should examine the 

merchandise and decide whether or not they want to purchase it and 

whether they find the prices reasonable. If they do not wish to have a 

certain item, you will need to remove it. For example, should the gentile 

be a Muslim, they may be forbidden to own liquor and may not agree to 

purchase scotch or beer. They may find the price of your kosher crackers 

too expensive and refuse to purchase them. In that case, you will need to 

remove those items they are not interested in buying and destroy or find 

another person to sell them to or lower the price. 

234. Once the gentile has approved of the purchase, she or he can proceed 

to effectuate the sale. She (or he) must pay you in full for the chometz 

and then pick it up from your house and bring it to their room that is 

rented or given to them to use (as described earlier). Since both transfer 

of money and a hagboho were made, you can be sure that a kinyan was made 

and the merchandise belongs to the non-Jew. Either the kinyan kesef or the 

 

 ותטישלו .המרעה ילבו הטולח הריכמ אלא רוכמל בוט אל ,א''רגה תעדל םלוא .הזב א''גמה ירבד
 .הרזחב ול רוכמי ירכנהש עדויש ןפואב חספ ברע ללכ ץמח תריכמ השעי אל
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kinyan hagbohoh was the instrument to effectuate a halachic transfer of 

ownership. Make sure that the person who is buying the merchandise is 

the person who is lifting the box. Do not let others lift the box for the one 

making the purchase. (Once the non-Jewish buyer has lifted the box 30 

centimeters above the surface it was on, he may pass it to someone else to 

help him. A helper can be Jewish or non-Jewish.) After the non-Jew has 

paid and lifted the box(es) they can then use the chometz since it is theirs. 

(To verify that the non-Jew is aware of what transpired, you can point to 

the chometz and ask, “who does this belong to?”). However, if the non-

Jew borrowed money from you in order to make the purchase, she or he 

must still pay back the loan she took from you at the designated time 

agreed upon by the parties. 

235. After Pesach is over, if the chometz has been used, that is perfectly fine 

as it was theirs and they paid for it. The only claim you have against the 

non-Jew is a monetary claim for the loan. They will either pay you the debt 

they owe, or you can deduct it from the salary that you owe them for their 

labor. Make sure that the employee is aware at the time that you give the 

loan, that should they fail to repay the loan, you will deduct the debt from 

the salary due to them that follows the date which the loan is due. 

236. Should some or all of the chometz still exist after Pesach and you wish 

to buy it back from the non-Jew, you may choose to do so. Whatever you 

wish to buy, you may buy back. When you buy it back, it is advisable to 

make it worthwhile for the gentile. She or he has cooperated with your 

financial and religious needs and can be rewarded for it by buying the 

chometz back from her at a premium. You can add a percentage or other 

gift to sweeten the deal. I suggest that the amount added should be 

commensurate with the amount of time and effort they invested in helping 

you. You may also want to consider using them again next year. A nice 

bonus might be helpful to encourage cooperation for the following year. 
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237. By following these guidelines, you will have successfully transferred the 

chometz to a gentile during Pesach and most likely will receive the same 

chometz back, should you wish to repurchase it. I emphasize again that 

owning chometz on Pesach is a serious violation. Only a person who is 

confident that they understand the instructions here should rely on them. 

Should you follow them meticulously and with complete intent to make 

the sale final, it is my halachic opinion that you will not own chometz on 

Pesach. I confirm that according to the best of my knowledge, this system 

is halachically sound. If you have any compunctions about the halochoh 

as it was presented or your capacity to properly fulfill them, you are 

advised not to rely on this method. 

238. Historically Jews did arrange the sale of their chometz by themselves. 

Rabbonim gave guidance and for centuries this was the accepted mode of 

selling chometz. Each Jew found a non-Jew he trusted and relied upon, 

the sale was made privately, the chometz was removed from the Jews 

home and entered the domain of the non-Jew. However, after centuries 

of this practice (1640-1890), rabbonim realized that many people were not 

doing things correctly. The solution created was to centralize the sale and 

have it performed by the rabbonim themselves on behalf of the 

congregants. Therefore, I reiterate, that those who wish to perform the 

Unsupervised Mehadrin Sale should also use the standard sale done 

through the rav. Each type has its advantages and you can get the benefits 

of both by doing both.  
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239.  

Selected Laws Regarding the Sale of Chometz 

When Shabbos Is Erev Pesach 

1. When a person approaches the rav to sell his chometz, he will also appoint 

the rav to rent the area where the chometz is situated.181 There are a few 

reasons for this: 

1.1. One of the methods of transferring the chometz to the non-Jew is 

through the mode of acquisition called kinyon chotzer. Kinyon chotzer 

requires that the non-Jew first have the legal right to use the area in 

which the chometz is located. Items belonging to the seller that are 

situated on the buyer’s chatzer (property) can be transferred to the 

owner of the property by means the fact that the parties agree to the 

transfer and the item is on the buyers real estate. 

1.2. The sale of the chometz may seem spurious to some since the item 

remains in the domain of the seller and has not entered the domain of 

the buyer. By transferring the location to the buyer, the sale of the 

chometz carries greater authenticity. Moreover, the Jew is less likely to 

accidentally consume some of the chometz if he is restricted from 

freely entering the area. 

1.3. Since the non-Jew generally only makes a down payment on the 

chometz and the balance is owed to the Jew (seller), the Jew has a 

vested interest in making sure the chometz will survive the chag so that 

he won’t suffer a loss. The seller will likely want to assume some 

degree of responsibility to protect the item from loss so that he will be 

able to collect the balance from the buyer. Were the seller to leave the 

 

 םשב איבהו ,לארשיה לש ותיבב תיוז ןרק ול דחיב יגס דבעידב קרד ב׳׳י ק׳׳ס ח׳׳מת ב׳׳מ ןייע 181

 רוכמל רוסאש י׳׳אבו .ותיבל ץוחכ וניד ךכבו ץמחה אצמנ ובש רדחה רוכמל ףידעד א׳׳מהו ח׳׳בה

 .אנירחא אמעטמ רוזאה ול ריכשהל ל׳׳וחב םג תושעל שי ןכו ,תוריכשב יגס ירכנל עקרק
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chometz open to theft or loss, the non-Jew might refuse to pay the 

balance were something to happen to the chometz and it was 

unavailable after the holiday to use or sell back. Such forced 

responsibility of the chometz is halachically considered a type of 

ownership and a violation of possession of chometz on Pesach. The 

way to counter that status is by making certain that the item is not in 

the physical domain of the seller. His limited and forced responsibility 

will only make him considered as a possessor of chometz if the 

chometz is also in his domain. By renting the area to the non-Jew, his 

forced responsibility is not a halachic concern.182 

2. When the 14th of Nisson is on Shabbos, technically one may own and 

consume chometz on Friday night and for a few hours on Shabbos 

morning. It is forbidden to sell chometz on Shabbos.183 Any sale must take 

place before Shabbos. Furthermore, one needs to eat bread on Friday 

night and Shabbos morning, so many people will want to keep chometz 

and eat it after the sale takes place. Various suggestions have been offered 

as to how to structure the sale and how to deal with the chometz to cope 

with the complex situation. 

2.1. It is possible to exclude specific chometz from the sale. In that case, a 

clause of the sale agreement will specify a location in the house (e.g., 

the top shelf of the cupboard on the porch) where any chometz there 

at the time of the sale will remain the property of the Jew. If this 

method is chosen, it is the responsibility of the Jew to consume or rid 

 

 הולמב םימדה ןיפקוזש ונלש ץמח תריכמבד ה׳׳קס םישודיחבו ג׳׳קס מ׳׳ת ןמיס םייח רוקמ ןייע 182

 הרידה לעב אוה םא ןכלו ,םלא ירכנד תוירחא לארשיה לע יוה ,ירכנה ול םלשי אל ץמחה דבאישכו

 הברה םלוא .ירכנל רדחה רוכשיש היל יגס ,רכוש לארשיה םאו ירכנל רדחה רוכמל ךירצ ,ול יונקש

 .רדחה ירכנל ריכשהל יאשר הרידה לעב אוהש ימ ףאד וריתה םיקסופ

 ןנברד הנקת יוהד ל׳׳יש :זכ ףדבו םש י׳׳שר ןייעו תבשב רכממו חקמ תושעל רוסאש .זל הציב ןייע 183

 .קוספמ דמלנד ל׳׳יו
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himself of all the chometz in that designated area before the relevant 

time on Shabbos. The best way to do that would be to flush it down 

the toilet before the time it is forbidden to own chometz.184 This 

option is the most straightforward halachically. However, some people 

might forget to get rid of their chometz and then, on Shabbos, might 

place any leftover chometz in the cabinet marked “sold” with the other 

chometz that has been sold. Since it was explicitly excluded from the 

sale, placing it in that cabinet will not help. If you are concerned that 

you might forget, then it is advisable not to exclude chometz from the 

sale and rely on one of the other methods instead. 

2.2. Another option is to sell all of the chometz on Friday, erev Shabbos. 

After the sale is complete, the rav should verbally and formally ask the 

non-Jew to permit the sellers to use any chometz on the condition that 

they will pay for it. Of course it is advisable to discuss this with the 

non-Jew in advance of the procedure to verify that he or she will be 

agreeable to this clause. That way, whatever the family uses actually 

belonged to the non-Jew and they will pay for it. 

2.3. Some poskim suggest that the kinyon, or act of acquisition, take place 

on Friday with the condition that the transfer of ownership will only 

take effect the following day (on Shabbos) before the 5th hour of the 

day. The logic behind this is that the halochoh of making a sale on 

Shabbos applies to the physical act of kinyon, not the transfer of 

ownership. This is disputed. Some argue that one may not create a 

 

 .ג׳׳קס ח׳׳יק ח׳׳וא א׳׳וזחב ע׳׳עו ה׳׳קס ה׳׳מת ןמיס ב׳׳מ ןייע 184
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situation in which a sale takes effect on Shabbos.185 Since this is a 

matter of dispute, Rav Rubanowitz will not be using this method. 

2.4. Yet another approach is to use the concept of bereiroh. One can sell the 

chometz to the non-Jew on Friday (the act of the sale and the effect 

of the sale), but do so conditionally so that it applies to whatever 

chometz will be in existence just before the 5th hour of the day on 

Shabbos. This method is also not accepted by all poskim and thus is 

not a favored method.186 

3. In a year when Shabbos is erev Pesach, Rav Rubanowitz’s mechiras chometz 

will offer the option of excluding some chometz from the sale. You will 

be able to choose between method 1 and method 2. If you wish to use 

unsold chometz on Shabbos, make a note of that on the application form 

presented by the Rav. If you are concerned that you might forget to 

 

 לוחי ןינקה תולחו יששב ןינקה השעיד )׳נ ןמיס האתיתש( השעמל הכלה בישמו לאושה תעד 185

 הביתכ לש ששחה תעש אוהו לוחב השענ ןינקה תלועפד ןויכ בותכי אמשל שחימל אכילו ,תבשב

 בותכי אמש ששחהד ,בתכ דועו .בותכי אמש ששח אכיל תולחה תעש לעו ,בותכל רתומ העש התואבו

 םלוא .רוסיא אכיל ץמח תריכמב ןוגכ הנוקה אוה יוגהד אכיה ןכלו ,רכומה לע אלו הנוקה לע אוה

 תבשב לוחי תולחה קרשכ םגו ירכנל רוכמל רוסיא שיד ל׳׳ס טנק ןמיס ק׳׳ודהמ א׳׳קער ת׳׳ושב

 )יאני ׳רד ה׳׳ד .גצ תומביב( א׳׳בטירהמ היאר איבה א׳׳ס ד׳׳מת ם׳׳שרהמבו .לוחב אוה אפוג ןינקהו

 ךכיפלו ןאכל וא ןאכל היאר ןיאש קיסמש )ד׳׳מ ןמיס ג׳׳ח ח׳׳וא( מ׳׳גאב הזב ע׳׳ע .א׳׳קערכ אלש

 ןייעו .בישמו לאושכ אריתיהל קיסמ )ו׳׳כק א׳׳ח ח׳׳וא( יבצ רהבו .ןקז הרוה רבכש א׳׳קערכ הכלה

 ןינעל ששוחד תבשב ןינקה לוחישכ רוסיא אכילד בישמו לאושכ קייודמד )ז׳׳כ ק׳׳ס ט׳׳לש( ב׳׳מב

 קספ ןכו .היל תפכיא אל תולעבה תרבעה יבגל לבא ,הכרבה םעטמ קר תבשב לוחיש ש׳׳עב ןוידפ

 רחאמ םלוא .ךכב ךרוצ שי םא לקהל שי ןידה רקיעמד הארנ ןכלו .)ב׳׳י:ט יאמד( אלוקל א׳׳וזחב

 .היינשהו הנושארה ךרד ףידעהל שי השעמלד הארנ תורחא תוצע שיד

 םייק ןיידעש תבשב רחמל ררוביש ץמחה לע ש׳׳עמ ןינקה לוחיד הלעה )א׳׳ס ד׳׳מת( הרות תעדב 186

 .ץמחה לש האנה רוסיא ןמז ינפל

 ןמזב קרו ,רכמנ ץמח הזיא ררובמ אל תולחהו ןינקה ןמזב ירהש ,הרירב ןורסח הזב שיש םינעוט שי

 רחאמ ןעוטו הזל סחייתמ ם׳׳שרהמהו .רכמנ ץמח הזיא ערפמל ררבוה ץמח לש האנה רוסיא

 עודמ םיקוליח בתכ דועו ,הרירב ינהמ ןנברדבו ,ןנברד ששח קר ןאכ שי אליממ ,לוטיב םישועש

 הארקנ ,תקולחמ הזב שיש רחאמו ,וילע קלוח )ו׳׳מק:א( רשוי ירמא רפסב םנמא .הרירב הזב ןנירמא

 .ג׳׳הכב רוכמי אל הליחתכלד
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destroy your chometz properly and on time on Shabbos, then opt to sell 

all of your chometz on Friday. Rav Rubanowitz will arrange for you to be 

able to access the chometz sold and use it on Shabbos as explained in 

method 2.187 

  

 

187  You will not need to pay extra for using this chometz as the buyer (non-Jew) only paid a small down 

payment at the time of sale. The balance is still owed. Whatever you consumed will be deducted from the 

amount he still owes. 
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Practical Laws when Shabbos is Erev Pesach 

Fast of the First Born 

1. When Shabbos is erev Pesach, the fast of the first born, normally observed 

erev Pesach (14th of Nisson), is not observed on Shabbos or Friday, rather 

it begins at alos hashachar on Thursday, the 12th of Nisson. In general, this 

fast day is waived when the first born is not feeling well.188 This year, when 

it is not observed on erev Pesach it is recommended to fast on the 12th 

of Nisson (Thursday) but is not obligatory.189 Nevertheless, the custom is 

to exempt oneself anyway through attendance at a siyum or other seudas 

mitzvoh. 

Bedikas Chometz 

2. Bedikas Chometz is performed on Thursday night, The 13th of Nisson with 

a berochoh ץמח רועיב לע ונוצו ויתווצמב ונשדק רשא  with a flashlight (torch) 

or candle. The chometz that is found should be divided into two groups. 

One bag that should be destroyed (e.g., burned) and the other bag shall be 

set aside for chometz which you plan to use on Friday and Shabbos (i.e., 

if you are planning on consuming chometz on Shabbos). The chometz 

that you will destroy can be burned right away (at night) or the next 

morning up until the sixth hour of the day. One should recite the bitul 

 

 ללכב וניאו( שוחימ ול שיש ימ ,חספ ברע אוה םוצהש הליגר הנשבד ב׳׳קס ע׳׳ת ןמיס ב׳׳מ ןייע 188

 הלילה תווצמ םייקל וילע השקיו ול השק תינעתהש וא ויניעב וא ושארב שח ,)הנכס וב ןיאש הלוח

 .םוצי אל ,הדגהו ןייה תייתשו רורמו הצמ תליכאב

 יפלו .ללכ םינעתמ םניאש וא ׳ה םויב םינעתמ םא תבשב חספ ברע לח םאד ב׳׳ס ע׳׳ת ןמיס ןייע 189

 בייח אלד אנידל רבחמה רבוסד הארנ ,היינש העידכ ל׳׳ס רבחמה א׳׳יו א׳׳יבד רבחמב םיללכה

 ארבסכ גוהנל שיד בתכ א׳׳מרב םלוא .א׳׳יו א׳׳י ןושלב תועיד ׳ב איבה ירהד ישימחב תונעתהל

 בויח ןיאד ץ׳׳בעיה רודיסב ראובמ םלוא .דועו א׳׳חו ז׳׳רג ר׳׳א ד׳׳כו ישימחב םוצל הנושארה

 .תונעתהל גוהנל בוט רדגב אוהו ,לקהל וקיפסו ,גהנמ ורקיע לכד ןויכ תונעתהל



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 227 

appropriate for the night which nullifies all chometz that you are not aware 

of. 

3. If you need to perform a bedikoh before Thursday night (e.g., you are 

leaving your residence earlier) you are required to perform the bedikoh the 

night before you leave without a berochoh. 

3.1. It is important to make sure that the chometz remaining after bedikoh 

is carefully guarded and that it not get around the house. It is strongly 

recommended that children should not handle or use chometz at all 

after the bedikoh is completed.190 If there are small children around 

your home, it is advisable to use one of the other methods discussed 

below that do not involve chometz in order to fulfill the seudos 

Shabbos. 

Burning the Chometz 

4. On Friday the 13th of Nisson, the chometz (at least the size of an olive) 

should be burned in the time that it is burned on a regular year, i.e., up 

until the 6th hour of the day. If you are planning on using chometz for 

Shabbos, ארימח לכ  should not be recited as it also annuls the chometz 

which you are aware of and you may still decide to use chometz on 

Shabbos. The kol chamiro should be recited Shabbos morning. If you have 

finished all interest and usage of chometz on Friday, you may recite the 

kol chamiro on Friday and include all chometz, whether you know about it 

or don’t, you declare it to be annulled. The special prayer focusing on the 

annulment of the yetzer hora may be recited at the time of burning on Friday 

(but is not obligatory). 

 

 םייח ףסוי ברה תגהנהבו ט''ס ט''כק םדא ייחבו א''ס םש ז''רגבו א''קס ד''מת השמ דמחב כ''כ 190

 .ד''ס ד''מת םייח רוקמב ע''עו ,חספ ברע תבשל דלפננוז
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Preparations for the Seder 

5. It is forbidden to prepare on Shabbos for Yom Tov, so all the Seder 

preparations need to be done on Friday. Here is a list of common items 

that people usually want to prepare: 

5.1. Opening bottles that have a metal cap 

5.2. Preparation of food for Shulchan Aruch-the Seder meal 

5.3. Roasting the zeroa 

5.4. Checking lettuce for insects. The lettuce should not be left to soak in 

water for 24 hours. It will become halachically cooked (kavush) and 

invalid for marror at the Seder. 

5.5. Making the Charossess 

5.6. Preparing the salt water 

5.7. Setting up the candles that need to be lit for Yom Tov 

5.8. Grating the horseradish. (the grated charein must be sealed well with 

plastic wrap so that the flavor doesn’t dissipate). 

5.9. Boil eggs 

5.10. Arrange for a fire to be available on Motzaei Shabbos to light 

your Yom Tov candles. One can purchase a 25 hour candle or put a 

lot of olive oil in a cup and light it using a floating wick. A candle will 

last longer if it is lit when frozen. 

5.11. Cut nails and hair before Shabbos erev Pesach. 

5.12. Men should try to go to mikve for the Yom Tov. 

5.13. When arranging the Shabbos clock, remember that you will need 

the lights to stay on longer for the Seder. 

5.14. It is forbidden to set the table on Shabbos for Yom Tov.191 One 

cannot ask a non-Jew on Shabbos to set the table for the night of yom 

Tov (see note 10). Therefore, if possible, try to eat your Shabbos meals 

 

 .ה''קס ב''מב ז''סרת 191
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on a different table than the one you plan to use for the Seder. This 

way you can set the table for the Seder on Friday. For example, one 

can eat the Shabbos meals outside on the patio, porch, kitchen table 

and leave the nice dining set for the Seder.192 The Shabbos seudoh 

should be eaten near the Shabbos candles.193 

Shabbos Meals 

6. There are many options available to plan your Shabbos seudos. I shall 

simplify matters and offer a few suggestions that are practical and user-

friendly. These are not exhaustive. If you have another idea, please contact 

me if you wish to verify whether your suggestion is halachically compliant. 

7. Some people wish to have chometz at their Shabbos seudos and that is 

perfectly permissible. Even if you are using chometz challos, nevertheless, 

I recommend that all the food served be Pesachdik, cooked on Pesach 

equipment and served on disposable tableware. The food can come from 

the Pesachdik kitchen, dished with Pesachdik utensils into disposable 

serving bowls or platters and brought to the table that has chometz. That 

way, you can consume your challoh and eat your meal without any mix 

between the Pesach equipment and the chometz. Using chometz utensils 

really complicates matters and it is most practical to avoid chometz 

equipment. You should leave just a minimum of chometz around and try 

to consume all the chometz. For each seudoh, each person should have at 

least 5 ml of pita, roll or challoh. A kezayis (size of an olive - 5 ml) is 

necessary for the seudas Shabbos. In order to wash with a berochoh (al netilas 

 

 דחוימה רדחב לכאש א''וזחה לעו ,תספרמב ותדועס לכאש )י''הק לעב( רלפייטסה לע רפוסמ 192

 ר''ומ תיבב יתיאר םג .םש לוכאל יאשר היה ןכלו שרדמ תיבכ ודחיי אלו ותיב ךותב רוביצב הלפתל

 םש ולכא הלפתה רחאל ,הלפתל דעוימ םוקמל ןולסה ךפהנש ותונקזב א''טילש רשיפ המלש ברה

 .שרדמ תיבכ והודחיי אלש ןויכ תודועס

 .ג''ער ס''סו ט''ס ג''סר 193
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yodayim) it is best to have a kebeitzoh (the size of an egg 17-50 ml). If 

someone else is making the berochoh you can answer amen and only need to 

eat a very small amount of bread (or fried matzo). 

8. The morning seudoh can also be of chometz but must be completed before 

the end of the time of zeman achilas chometz. In Johannesburg 5781 that is 

at 9:50 a.m. In Yerusholayim it is at 10:10 a.m. 

8.1. For lechem mishneh it is permitted to bring a regular or shmuroh matzo 

(that will not be used that night for the seder) wrapped in a plastic bag 

and keep near the chometz roll for the berochoh.194 They do not need to 

touch each other. 

8.2. This meal can be a light breakfast with no hot food. The Chazon Ish 

recommended that people have cold food such as eggs, cheese, 

vegetables and fruit (Letters vol.1:188). One should daven early and 

be home on time for this breakfast. 

8.3. It is possible for the participants of a shul to stop the davening after 

shacharis and have a little breakfast for the shul participants with 

kiddush, challoh and a light breakfast in an area that will not leave 

crumbs of chometz all over the shul (e.g., a yard or park that has an 

eiruv). After this first seudoh, the davening can continue with kerias 

Hatorah and mussaf. 

8.4. After zeman mincha (12:44 p.m. in Johannesburg 5781 and 1:16 p.m. 

in Yerusholayim 5781) one should have hot Pesachdik food including 

fish, meat and Pesach dishes. No bread or matzo is allowed from zeman 

issur achilas chometz. For this seudoh shelishis you may recite a borei nefashos 

afterwards. One may eat the seudoh shelishis of fruit, vegetables, meat 

 

 א''עת א''מרב ראובמכ םירצמ תאיצי רופיסב םיניבמ םניאש םינטקל יזחד ןויכ הצקומ וניאו 194

 םה רדסה לילל םדחיימש ןוגכ םינטקל וא םירכנל ןתי אלש ןתוא ןכלו .א''קס ד''מת א''אבו ב''ס

 דועסיש ידכ וריבחל הרומש הצמ תבשב חולשל רוסא ז''פלש ןייצא בגאו .םש ג''מפב כ''כ ,הצקומ

 .לוחל תבשמ הנכהו הצקומ לוטלט םושמ הזב שיו ,רדסה לילב וב
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and fish even in the last third of the day (from the beginning of the 

10th hour to sunset) but one should not eat a lot so that he or she has 

an appetite for the matzo later that night.195 

9. Having chometz around the house can cause anxiety. Especially when 

there are small children around, it is advisable to keep chometz from your 

home from Thursday night after bedikas chometz. There are a number of 

options to have an entirely Pesachdik kitchen starting from Friday and 

enjoying Shabbos meals on your Pesachdike tableware or nice disposable 

tableware. 

10. Children who are too young to understand the story of yetzias Mitzrayim 

are permitted to consume matzo the entire Shabbos. Children that are old 

enough to understand the story of yetzias Mitzrayim (3-4 years old) may eat 

regular matzo Friday night but should not have regular matzo during 

Shabbos day. They may have egg matzo until sof zeman achilas chometz or 

fried matzo (see below) all day long. (Adults may also eat fried matzo all 

day long, see below). 

Friday night Seudoh 

11. Friday night it is permissible to consume regular or shmuroh matzo.196 

There is a stringency to avoid matzo the night before the Seder but 

 

 .ח''קס ד''מת ןמיסבו ג''קס ב''מו א''ס א''עת ןמיס ןייע 195

 אבכ חספ ברעב הצמ לכואה לכ )א''ה םיחספמ י''פ( ימלשורי ןייע .ב''י ק''ס א''עת ב''מב קספ ןכ 196

 ,ה''זרה תעד .הז ןידב תועיד 'ד הנשי .הקול וימח תיבב ותסורא לע אבהו ,וימח תיבב ותסורא לע

 י''קמנ ,א''בטירה תעד .חספ ברעב םויה תוצח דע הצמ תליכא ריתהל שיש ש''ארהו םירפא וניבר

 לעב ,ם''במרהו ף''ירה תעד .)ןנברדמ ץמח תליכא רוסיא ןמז( תועש 'ד ףוס דע רתומש םחורי וניברו

 רסואש הארנ ן''במרה תעדו .רתומ הלילב לבא ש''העמ םויה לכ רוסאש ץ''בשרו ן''ר ,יריאמ ,רוטיעה

 .הלילב ףא

 קח ,)ו''קס א''עת( ר''א ,הלילב הצממ תליכא ריתהלו ש''העמ םויה לכ רוסאל םיקסופ הברה וטקנו

 רימחהל יוארד בתכ ה''נק ח''וא מ''גאבו )ד''ס א''עת( ז''רג ,)ג''יס ט''כק( םדא ייח ,)ז''קס( בקעי
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halochoh does allow it and it might be the best option for many people. 

Mishnoh Beruroh does allow eating matzo Friday night and only forbids 

it from alos hashachar. Rav Moshe Feinstein agrees, but recommends using 

another solution and refraining from regular matzo Friday night when 

possible. 

12. You may use egg matzo (matzo ashiroh) for Friday night seudoh and recite 

a birkas hamotzie on it. Since you are using the matzo as your meal food for 

a Shabbos seudoh, the berochoh is hamotzie and not mezonos (even though it 

seems like a cracker). However, when using egg matzos, it is advisable to 

use disposable tableware. Ashkenazim should not eat egg matzo on Pesach 

(except for extreme situations) and treat is a safek chometz. Flavor of the 

egg matzo should not be absorbed by the Pesach equipment that you plan 

to use on Pesach. 

13. Another option is to use fried matzos. As long as the size of the fried 

matzo is a kezayis, the berochoh is hamotzie anytime it is consumed (even if 

eaten alone and not part of a Shabbos seudoh). Using your Pesachdike frying 

pan, add a generous amount of oil to the pan and fry the baked matzo so 

that it absorbs the flavor of the oil. This fried matzo may be eaten the 

entire Shabbos. You can use it for Friday night, Shabbos day and for seudoh 

shelishis. By using the fried matzo, you are not restricted to have your seudos 

Shabbos at certain times. The only restriction is to finish your seudoh 

shelishis of fried matzo before the last third of the day. In Johannesburg 

5781 the 10th hour of Shabbos begins at 3:10 p.m. and in Yerusholayim 

5781 it is at 3:45 p.m. By these times, you should not be eating anymore 

fried matzo. If you wish to have seudoh shelishis after this time, you may eat 

 

 אכיל םיקסופה בורלד ןויכ הלילב הצמ םילכואה דיב תוחמל ןיא לבא א''גמהמ עמשמדכ הלילב

 .ללכ רוסיא
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some vegetables, fruit, fish or meat but only in small quantities so that you 

won’t ruin your appetite for the matzo later that night. 

13.1. If you choose to prepare fried matzos, you may use your 

Pesachdike cutlery, dishes and tableware for all seudos on Shabbos. 

Everything is kosher LePesach. The only downside is that you need to 

spend some time before Shabbos frying matzos according to the needs 

of your family and it may not be so tasty. However, you only need to 

eat a small amount. For each seudoh you need to eat the size of an olive 

(5ml) that is a piece of matzo the area of a small persons four fingers. 

In order to make the berochoh of al netilas yodayim when washing you 

should plan to consume, twice that amount. A quarter of a machine 

size matzo is more than enough. 

Bitul Chometz 

14. It is imperative that each person remember to annul their chometz on 

Shabbos morning before the sixth hour of the day (JHB 5781 11:00 a.m. 

JLM 5781 11:25 a.m.) if he hasn’t already done so on Friday. Use your 

Haggodoh or siddur and make sure that you understand the content of the 

words you are about to say to annul all of your chometz that you know 

about and that you are unaware of. Any residual chometz that you may 

have must be destroyed or given to a non-Jew and out of your house. You 

can crumb it and flush down the toilet, put it in a trash bin in the JHB 

public park or give to a non-Jew and make sure it is not on your domain. 

If these options are difficult, you may keep it in your home and pour a 

non-muktzeh liquid that will make the food inedible such as a strong soap 

or cleanser. All of this must be done before the sixth hour of the day (times 

above). 
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Shabbos Day Seudoh 

15. You may have chometz and kitniyos at this seudoh if it eaten early enough 

and the necessary precautions are taken (see above). 

16. You can opt to use egg matzo but still must finish by sof zeman achilas 

chometz (JHB 5781 9:45 a.m. JLM 5781 10:10) and you should use 

disposable tableware like we mentioned for the Friday night seudoh. 

16.1. If you are pressed for time, and have chometz or egg matzos 

and don’t have another way to eat seudas Shabbos in the morning, you 

may follow the opinion of the Gro in his calculation of sof zeman achilas 

chometz (JHB 5781 10:10 a.m., JLM 5781 10:40 a.m.) which divides the 

time between sunrise and sunset into twelve parts and calculates four 

hours zemanios. (This is the same time as sof zeman tefilloh). 

17. You may opt to use fried matzo (prepared before Shabbos) and have the 

seudoh whenever you want on Pesachdike utensils. You only need to eat a 

kezayis. 

18. If you will not be having fried matzo for seudoh shelishis (see below) it is 

recommended to divide the morning meal into two parts (this is 

recommended if you are having chometz or egg matzo Shabbos morning). 

One should bentsch on the first meal, have a 30 minute break, then wash 

and eat again another meal to fulfill seudoh shelishis. All chometz and egg 

matzo must be consumed before the sof zeman achilas chometz. Having two 

meals early Shabbos morning is recommended but not obligatory. The 

appropriate time for seudoh shelishis is after zeman mincha and one can use 

meal foods such as fish, meat and other tasty dishes that are Pesachdik. 
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Even if one split his meal in the morning, he should still have seudoh shelishis 

after zeman mincha (fish, meat, fruit etc.).197 

Seudoh Shelishis 

19. You should eat seudoh shelishis after zeman mincha (JHB 5781 12:44 p.m. 

JLM 5781 1:16 p.m.) even if you had two seudos in the morning. The meal 

can consist of fish, meat, vegetables, cheese, fruit etc. You can also have 

kneidlach (matzo meal fashioned into balls and cooked – the berochoh is 

mezonos) or fried matzo (berochoh is hamotzie). The kneidlach and fried matzo 

should be consumed before the last third of the halachic day (JHB 5781 

3:10 p.m. JLM 5781 3:50 p.m.). No kitniyos may be consumed after chatzos 

(JHB 5781 12:13 JLM 5781 12:44). 

Preparations for Pesach 

20. It is forbidden to prepare for the Pesach Seder on Shabbos. You cannot 

arrange the pillows for leaning, set the table, arrange the Seder plate or any 

other preparation for the meal or evening. You should not bring wine or 

grape juice to be used for the Seder unless you might need some for 

Shabbos itself. One is allowed to sleep Shabbos afternoon planning to be 

rested for the Seder but you should not declare it, tell others or advise 

others to sleep explaining to them that by doing so they will be rested for 

the Seder. 

 

 ד''מת ב''מבו .החנמה ןמז םדוק תישילש הדועס םיאצוי םא תקולחמ א''צר ןמיס ח''וא ןייע 197

 שאו החנמ םדוק תישילש הדועס םייקמש תוטישה םייקל ידכ רקובב ותדועס קלחל ץילממ ח''קס

 .ח''פק ןמיס א''ח תרגאב א''וזחב בתכ ךכ אלא ,אקוד ואל אוה העש יצח תוהשל כ''שמו .תפ לכאי

 .רורב קספהל ד''ש תוקד 20 םגד הארנ פ''כעו .תומא 'ד ךוליהב יגסד בתכ השמ דמחבו

 א''רגה תטיש פ''ע ץמח תליכא ןמז ףוס רעשל לקהל שי הדועסה תליכאל ןמזל ץוחל םאד ,עדו

 .העיקשה דע ץנהמ בשחמש
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21. Preparations that a Jew may not do, should not be delegated to a non-Jew 

to do.198 

22. It is advisable to daven mincha early so that you can have seudoh shelishis 

before the last third of the day. After mincha, it is customary to recite and 

learn the practice of the Pesach offering which was brought by each family 

or group during the time of the Beis Hamikdosh. If inconvenient to recite 

hakrovas korban Pesach before the seudoh, the seder korban Pesach can be recited 

or learned after seudoh shelishis. 

23. It is also customary to recite and prepare part of the Haggodoh. 

After Shabbos 

24. When Shabbos is over, one can start preparing for the Seder. Before any 

melochoh or activity that is forbidden on Shabbos is performed (e.g., lighting 

Yom Tov candles, preparation for the Seder, roasting zeroa) it is necessary 

to recite the havdoloh addition in davening of maariv ( ונעידותו )or say baruch 

hamavdil etc. without mentioning the name of Hashem. 

25. It is recommended that women should only recite the berochoh lehadlik ner 

shel Yom Tov and not recite the shehecheyanu when lighting the Yom Tov 

candles. They should listen to the berochoh of shehecheyanu during kiddush. 

Those who wish to carry on their mother’s custom and recite the berochoh 

of shehecheyanu at candle lighting may do so. 

 

 א''קס א''א ג''מפב .הנכה רוסיא אלא וב ןיאש רבדב רתומ ירכנל הרימא םא םיקסופב תועיד שי 198

 קפס פ''ע ד''מת ןמיס הרות תעדב כ''כו ,לקהל ןנברד קפס ל''י ןכלו ירכנל הרימאב הנכהב קפתסמ

 ,תבשב ולש ישילשה םוי לחו וחלומל וחכשש רשב יבגל ןד ז''קס א''כש ןמיס א''גמב םלוא .ג''מפה

 םושמ קר ריתהל ןדו ,הנכה אוה םש רוסיאה לכו ,ירכנ י''ע וליפא םימב ותורשל ריתהל ןיאש קיסמו

 ט''נתו ב''ס ק''ס ט''יש ןמיסב ב''מב פ''כו .א''כ ק''ס םש ב''מב אבוהו ,אדיספ םוקמב תובשד תובש

 היה אל א''גמה ירבד תא ג''מפה האר וליאו ירכנ י''ע הנכה רוסאל ב''מה קספ פ''ג ירה ,ה''ל ק''ס

 .הז לע ךומסל ןיא אנידלד הארנ ןכלו ,קפסב ראשנ
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26. The Seder plate should have a zeroa and egg symbolic of the korban Pesach 

and korban chagigoh despite the fact that in the Beis Hamikdosh when 

Pesach falls on Motzaei Shabbos there is no korban chagigoh. 

27. Kiddush for the Seder is unique and follows the pattern called YKNHZ 

as it includes havdoloh between Shabbos and Yom Tov. See Haggodoh for 

instructions. 

28. In the Haggodoh one should not modify the wording of 

 etc. since the berochoh is referring to a  םיחספה ןמו םיחבזה ןמ םש לכאנו

future time, and not this Pesach. 
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241.  

Eiruv Tavshilin 

When the last days Yom Tov fall on a Thursday and Friday, one is permitted 

to cook on chol hamoed for the first and second day of Yom Tov without 

resorting to an eiruv tavshilin.199 One may also cook on chol hamoed for the 

Shabbos that follows immediately after Yom Tov even though Shabbos is 

not also Yom Tov despite the fact that no eiruv tavshilin was made.200 

242. In order to cook and bake for Shabbos on a Friday that is also Yom 

Tov, an eiruv tavshilin should be performed in each household. 

243. If one doesn’t intend to prepare food for Shabbos or to light candles 

for Shabbos, there is no need for an eiruv tavshilin. For example, a guest 

who will not light candles and will be served meals does not have to make 

his own eiruv tavshilin. 

244. Singles living alone or with roommates are required to light candles for 

Shabbos and should make an eiruv tavshilin without a berochoh. If it is 

possible that they may wish to cook or bake on Friday for Shabbos (and 

certainly when they are sure that they will cook or bake) they should recite 

a berochoh. The possibility of reheating cooked water is enough basis to 

 

 .ןורחא ט''ויל מ''הוחמ אירש הרומג הכאלמ ףאד רוטה ירבדמ קדקדד ט''לקת ס''ס א''ער ןייע 199

 רובע מ''הוחב לשבל ירש ךיא ,ת''המ מ''הוח תכאלמ ד''מלד ד''י ק''ס א''אב ג''מפה השקה הנהו
 רתוה אל תמאב רשפאד קפתסמו ,לוח רובע ט''ויב לשבמש אצמנו ,ת''המ לוח םוי אוהש ינש ט''וי

 אמש ת''המ לשבל רתומ ירה ,םוי ותואב לוכאל יוארש לכואב הנהו .ינש ט''יל מ''הוחב הכאלמ
 ורמא םהד ל''י ריפש ןנברדמ רוסיאה לעו ,תבש ברע אוהש ט''וי ןינעל ןנירמאד ומכ םיחרוא ואובי
 .חספ לש ןורחאב רתומ קרו םויה לוכאל רוסאש לכוא ןינעל תמייק הלאשה םנמא .ורמא םהו

 תוכאלמה רדג מ''מ ,ת''המ מ''הוח תכאלמד ד''מל םגד ל''קת ןמיס שיר )שטאשטוב( א''אב ץריתו
 שודיח הזב שיו .ינש ט''וי רובע מ''הוחב הכאלמ תושעל וריתה םהו ,עובקל םימכחל ורסמנ םהינידו
 ז''גד ןינמו ,יפיצפס הרקמ אלא ,דבאה רבד ומכ יללכ רתיה וא םיעבוק םהש הכאלמ תרדגה ז''יאד
 .םימכחל הרסמ הרותהש םירבד ללכב

 דועו .רחא ןינעב א''אש ןויכ הז תא וריתה ל''זחש ינפמ אוה מ''הוחב לושיבה ריתהל רבדה םעט 200

 .דבאה רבדכ יוהד ל''י
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make a berochoh on the eiruv tavshilin. Only when it is unlikely that you will 

need to cook or bake, is the eiruv tavshilin performed without the berochoh. 

245. Start your eiruv tavshilin by choosing one cooked item, such as a boiled 

egg, fish or meat. Preferably the food item should be roasted, pickled, 

smoked, fried or cooked on Erev Yom Tov, but it is acceptable to use 

something prepared earlier. If fresh food is unavailable, frozen food that 

is fully cooked can be used. Then choose a baked item such as a roll, 

matzah, cracker or piece of cake. Each item should be the size of an egg. 

246. Place the items on the counter in front of you or in your hands and 

recite the berochoh 

בוריע תוצמ לע ונוצו ,ויתוצמב ונשדק רשא  

 (if appropriate; see point 3). 

247. Then orally explain the eiruv even if no one else is listening: 

Through this eiruv may we be permitted to bake, cook, insulate, light flames and 

do anything necessary on Yom Tov for the sake of Shabbos. 

248. The food items should be set aside and not used until Shabbos, at 

which point the foods may be eaten. If one completed all preparations for 

Shabbos on Friday, the items may be eaten after the preparations are 

complete. If one made an eiruv on behalf of others, the items must not be 

eaten before Shabbos because some of the food belongs to other people 

and consuming it before Shabbos would be an act of theft. The owners 

have only allowed the person who made the eiruv on their behalf to 

consume the food after all Friday preparations have been completed. 

249. If the cooked item of the eiruv was consumed, lost or spoiled before 

Yom Tov, another one should be made with a new berochoh. If the eiruv was 

consumed, spoiled or lost on Yom Tov before the Shabbos preparations 

were completed, the eiruv tavshilin is invalidated and it is as if there never 

was one. Hence, the person is forbidden to cook or bake on Yom Tov for 
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Shabbos. If the eiruv was consumed, spoiled or lost after one started to 

prepare, one may finish preparing the food item that was started. Although 

new foods cannot be prepared (since the eiruv is now unavailable), there is 

still a way to have food for Shabbos: All foods prepared while the eiruv 

tavshilin existed, even if the intention was to consume them on Yom Tov, 

can now be set aside for Shabbos use instead. New foods can be cooked 

for Yom Tov use. 

250. If the baked item has been lost or consumed but the cooked item is 

still available, the eiruv is valid. 

251. The preferable time for creating the eiruv is Erev Yom Tov, any time 

before candle lighting. 

252. If it wasn’t done on time, it can be done (in Eretz Yisroel) up to ten 

minutes after sunset of the first day of Tom Tov, even if the Yom Tov 

candles have already been lit. In the RSA, one has less time after sunset to 

make the eiruv tavshilin. 

253. Someone who remembers while in shul that he has not made an eiruv 

tavshilin and either cannot make it home in time to do so or would miss 

davening Mincha with the congregation if he went home may recite the 

berochoh and then the following: 

I hereby designate the cooked and baked items that I shall choose when I come home 

as the eiruv tavshilin. Through that eiruv may we be permitted to bake, cook, 

insulate, light flames and do anything necessary on Yom Tov for the sake of 

Shabbos. 

When he arrives home, he should choose cooked and baked items and 

repeat the statement again without a berochoh. 

254. Even if an eiruv was created, it is still forbidden to cook or bake on the 

first day of Rosh Hashonoh for Shabbos. The license to prepare for 

Shabbos only applies from nightfall on Thursday night. 
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255. Shabbos preparations should be completed by sunset on Friday 

afternoon. The food should be fully cooked long enough before Shabbos 

that it can be consumed or served to guests on Friday. Although the food 

is being prepared for Shabbos and the intention is not to eat it on Friday, 

it should be possible to eat it on Friday. For example, a person making a 

cholent for Shabbos should make sure that it is fully cooked long enough 

in advance that it could be served to guests on Friday. 

256. The eiruv tavshilin only permits preparations for Shabbos that would be 

permitted on Yom Tov for Yom Tov itself. It does not allow one to plug 

in a hot plate or slow cooker, strike a match, turn on lights, pick fruits or 

vegetables from the garden or perform any other activity that may not be 

performed for Yom Tov itself. 

257. An eiruv tavshilin is valid for all non-melochoh activities that would 

otherwise be forbidden due to hachonoh (preparation for Shabbos on Yom 

Tov). For example, a person who has made an eiruv tavshilin may roll a sefer 

Torah on Friday to the section that will be read on Shabbos. He may also 

fold his tallis on Friday even if the action is noticeably done to be ready 

for use on Shabbos. 

258. An eiruv tavshilin made by one member of a family is effective for all 

household members and Yom Tov guests. For example, visiting children 

(married or single) may rely on the household eiruv. 

259. If one forgot to prepare an eiruv tavshilin, one may still prepare on Friday 

for Shabbos since Rav Baruch is creating an eiruv for all associates and 

friends of his community in Yerusholayim and Johannesburg and all 

residents of both cities. However, this dispensation can only be used 

sparingly. If a person neglected to perform the eiruv tavshilin because he 

planned to rely on the Rav, he may not do so. Similarly, if he frequently 

forgets to prepare an eiruv tavshilin and recently needed to rely on the Rav’s 

eiruv, he may not do so. Someone who forgot to make an eiruv, was unable 
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to do so or mistakenly thought that the Rav makes the eiruv for everyone 

may rely on the Rav’s eiruv. 

260. Even if one did not make an eiruv, a second person who did make one, 

may prepare food for the first person. 

261. Without an eiruv tavshilin, one may cook extra food for Yom Tov on 

Yom Tov provided that it can be consumed on Yom Tov. Any leftovers 

can be used for Shabbos. One may cook many dishes for Yom Tov and 

leave some over for Shabbos, provided that each dish is eaten from on 

Yom Tov. 

262. Without an eiruv tavshilin and in situations where one cannot rely on the 

Rav, it is forbidden to make any preparations for Shabbos. Lighting 

Shabbos candles is also forbidden nowadays; since homes are illuminated 

with electric lights, there is no dispensation to light even one candle for 

Shabbos. 

263. For a ben Eretz Yisroel: When the last day of Pesach is a Friday and 

an eruv tavshilin was made on Thursday, it is permitted to cook kitniyos on 

Friday for use on Shabbos (since Shabbos is not Pesach) in pots that are 

kosher for Pesach. (In chutz laaretz, when Yom Tov is Friday, Shabbos is 

also Yom Tov and kitniyos are forbidden on Shabbos as well.) 
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Tefilloh at Times of Distress 

264. The Ramban teaches that at times of suffering, when we are worried 

about our health, financial security and safety, it is a Torah obligation to 

place one’s hopes for protection, salvation, healing and rescue in Hashem 

alone. Relying on human intelligence and strategies, science, public health 

policy or medicine is a violation of this mitzvoh.201 All that we do in order 

to arrange for prevention, safety and security when we rely on the above 

list of practical measures are behaviors required by halochoh to receive 

Hashem’s blessings, protection, healing and salvation. 

265. If you believe in Hashem, if you believe that He is aware, if you believe 

that He has control, you have been witness to one of the greatest displays 

that man has seen for decades and centuries of Hashem’s complete 

command, mastery, control, domination, manipulation, governance, 

power and תוכלמ . It is a something to appreciate with great excitement 

and joy as Hashem reveals himself to us in the way that He allows Himself 

to be seen in our generation. 

266. When the pandemic appeared in the world, it brought silence. Silence 

from business, travel and flights, wars, governance and the normal hum of 

the world. The world was focused on survival. Since then things changed 

and life went back partially to the way things were before Covid-19. 

267. Some people seek solutions, escape routes and even turn to Hashem 

to get them out of the mess they and the world are in. Looking forward to 

a better time is a normal and appropriate reaction. 

268. There is another important exercise to perform during this time and 

perhaps should precede the instinctive reaction of survival. Subordination, 

 

 הלפת וז א"ד דומלתה הז ודבעלו :'ה השע ם''במרה לש תווצמה ןינמל תוגשהב ן''במר 201

 וניניע הנייהתו תורצה תעב וילא ללפתנשו הרות דומלנש הדובעה ללכמש רמול וא איה אתכמסא
 .םהינודא די לא םידבע יניעכ ודבל וילא ונבלו
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humility and awareness that all solutions are really from Hashem and we 

are powerless. The forward movement of the world is directed by Hashem 

and guided to where He wants it to go. We cannot control our destiny. 

269. This is a lesson the world and Jews realized many times before in 

different settings and came out stronger than they were when the 

revelations started. 
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270.   
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Corona Torah 

By Rav Baruch Rubanowitz 

Balancing Halochoh and Public Health Concerns 

271. Here are some of the principles that guide Rav Rubanowitz regarding 

halachic issues in light of the pandemic. 

272. A pandemic which threatens lives is a danger to life that is not directed 

against Jews or the Jewish religion. All humans are affected equally. 

Therefore, it is not appropriate to consider endangering one’s life in order 

to fulfil mitzvos.202 Just as when there is a danger to life on Yom 

Hakippurim or Shabbos, halochoh is set aside in favor of preservation of 

life, so too, all mitzvos related are set aside, including davening with a minyon 

or reciting kaddish. These are minor matters compared to violation of 

Shabbos and Yom Hakippurim. However, it is important to seek solutions 

to satisfy halachic requirements without endangering the shul community 

or the larger public. As public health officials have become more familiar 

with Covid 19, protocols that control the environment have been 

developed that when followed fastidiously, offer reasonable protection to 

the community during tefillos and learning in a Beis Hamidrosh. When 

people keep appropriate distancing, masks and sanitization upon entry and 

exit of the premises, the risk is negligible. 

273. When making halachic assessments regarding public health issues, the 

public health data needs to be current and span a number of areas. One 

needs to learn about the aggressiveness with which the virus is spreading, 

the prevalence of asymptomatic carriers, behavior of the public, treatment 

available, prevention and vaccines, capacity of the health care system to 

 

 ןיוכתמשכ רובעל אלו גרהיל ירש יא תועיד שיד ב''קסו א''קס ך''שבו א''ס ז''נק ןמיס ד''וי ןייע 202

 םייקל רוסא ע''וכלד הארנ ,ומצע תאנהל וליפא וריבעמש ימ ןיאש רבד תכמב לבא .תדה לע וריבעהל
 .ושפנ תא בירקהלו תווצמה
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handle the crisis and more. Obtaining accurate information and filtering it 

to determine the right questions and factors, evaluating the risk level vis-

á-vis societal and religious considerations are all part of the halachic 

process. No two rabbonim have the same training, worldview or biases; 

hence the halochoh produced by the same data may not be identical. Still, 

the process should be similar for all halachic answers. Technically, it is up 

to each Jew to determine the halochoh for himself. Should one recognize 

that he or she is unqualified to do so (and many have the humility to realize 

that), it is appropriate for one to find a posek that he or she has confidence 

in to make the best halachic decision for them. 

Why a Posek and not a Public Health Specialist? 

274. There are a number of approaches how the observant Jewish 

community approaches public health policy. Some turn to a Rav or posek; 

others to the medical community. The attitude regarding this issue stems 

from fundamentally different perspectives about Judaism, Torah and life. 

275. Some people decide to drop all interest in rabbinic or halachic 

discourse when it comes to medicine and public health issues. They opt 

for the general directives of the public health officials and medical 

personnel appropriate for non-Jews. This can stem from a viewpoint that 

halochoh has its place in kashrus, Shabbos, mikve, burial, marriage, 

divorce, business disputes and other Torah matters, but not in the realm 

of the marketplace of life and real-life decisions and especially of public 

health issues. For such matters, they believe that Hashem Himself would 

recommend that one should turn to experts in these fields and bypass a 

learned rabbi and his opinion. To the writer, this notion is a faulty 

perception of religion and halochoh. All matters of real-life decisions need 

to be evaluated through the prism of Torah and halochoh. 
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275.1. In the eyes of such a person, the world is divided into religious 

behavior and mundane matters. The rabbi is relevant only for religious 

behavior. 

275.2. Authentic Judaism maintains that every part of our lives, the 

mundane and the sacred, are equally to be guided by halochoh. Every 

behavior and activity is an opportunity to serve Hashem and can 

equally purify one’s neshomoh to merit pleasure in the next world. 

Seeking religious and halachic guidance in public health matters is just 

as necessary, if not more necessary, than guidance in the laws of 

Shabbos or kashrus. Someone who is unaware of that, is unfortunately 

lacking a true understanding of Judaism. 

276. There are those that choose to ignore rabbinic comments on the matter 

because they have no confidence in any particular rav. In principal, they agree 

that it should be determined through the prism of Torah and halochoh, 

but they don’t know someone they trust enough to rely on. Especially 

matters that can have such significant ramifications of life and death it is 

essential to have confidence in the character, capabilities and resources of 

the Rav. Such an attitude, in my opinion, is legitimate. Such a person may 

decide to listen to public health officials (instead of a rav) and use the data 

available to make their own decision or simply rely on public health 

officials and their recommendations. If there is no one that you have 

confidence in to make such a decision for you, it is not necessary to rely 

on whoever is accessible. In such a case, it may be warranted to be wary. 

One should only rely on a rav when one is confident that he has the 

capacity to obtain the appropriate data, when the rabbi is capable of sound 

judgement in weighing the factors, when the rabbi has the time and energy 

to devote himself to the questions at hand and he realizes the import of 

his decision. When the Rav has already demonstrated great yiras shomayim 

and is known to be impartial and would not be swayed by personal agendas 
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or external factors, then one may, and should, rely on the rav to make such 

a decision. This is a tall order and not always attainable. Each person needs 

to make the best choice among the options available to him or her. Relying 

on public health policy when it is not informed by Jewish values is also 

fraught with problems. This is true whether one bypasses the rav 

perceiving him as superfluous (an erroneous approach) or whether out of 

a sense of despair that there is no one available to offer proper halachic 

guidance (a legitimate approach). When dealing with any issue of medical 

ethics and certainly something as complex as a pandemic that has 

sociological, financial, psychological, religious and public health 

ramifications only a person well versed in Torah values and halochoh can 

weigh the different factors and offer a communal or personal 

recommendation. 

Asking a Gadol a she’eiloh on a Public Health Issue 

277. There is yet another approach of yirei shomayim which is often seen as 

more religiously inclined (a frummer approach) but in fact is a dangerous 

and theologically vacuous perspective. Believers of this approach think 

that they are closer to Hashem, but in fact, in my opinion are further from 

Hashem. 

278. These people seek rabbinic direction and have belief that when a 

question is presented to the best of one’s capability, and an answer is 

received by a gadol hador, that answer is as powerful and correct as the word 

of Hashem Himself regardless of whether the question was well 

understood or if all the facts were accurately presented. It is as if a prophet 

or Urim VeTumim was consulted and the answer is infallible and will 

surely lead to the best success possible. The Jewish people used to have 

Prophets, Urim VeTumim and a Sanhedrin. Direction from those sources 

were truly the word of Hashem and should be followed implicitly. 

However, today we are guided by chachomim who are infused with Torah 
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and can try their best to know what it is that Hashem would want, and we 

are well advised to heed their direction, provided they are given all of 

the relevant and accurate information. When Rav Moshe Feinstein or 

other gedolim in the diaspora were asked questions relating to Eretz Yisroel, 

they would often answer that they will not and cannot respond. The 

question needs to be addressed to those on site. By Hashem’s grace there 

were chachomim in Eretz Yisroel that could answer the questions. The 

reticence to answer a she’eiloh from another area is probably because it is 

practically impossible to offer the full picture anytime. It is especially 

difficult if one is not a local and does not have a sense of the local 

circumstances and attitudes. Particularly when dealing with pikuach nefesh 

questions the concern and attitude of the people is halachically 

significant.203 A posek is not a prophet nor an oracle. He is presented facts 

and judges based upon the facts presented and his understanding of the 

situation which may be prejudiced by his experiences and local 

circumstances. It would be necessary to share all of the circumstances to 

receive an accurate ruling. Hence, there are limitations in asking a person 

who is foreign to the environment, culture and way of thinking. 

Sometimes there is no choice as there is no one else to turn to and that is 

the best course of action. 

279. Another acceptable approach is for a local posek who is prepared to 

determine the halochoh himself but wishes to seek counsel and guidance 

from an experienced and wise posek. If the local rav asking the she’eiloh is a 

 

203 My rebbei’im, Rav Zalman Nechemioh Goldberg z”l and yibodel lechaim, Rav Shlomo 
Fisher shelita, would often point out that the parameters of a sakonoh (danger) in halochoh 
should not be determined by the statistical or objective measure, but rather by the 
perception of the people. One may violate Shabbos if something is considered dangerous 
even if it really is not. One may not violate Shabbos if it is not considered as dangerous even 
if it really is. 
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qualified posek, he may make the determination himself and take 

responsibility for the decision. A wise person can offer counsel and 

suggest factors that the local posek may not have considered. Counsel is so 

important. But it is just that, an approach to consider. At the end of the 

analysis, a qualified posek who has experience evaluating matters and 

coming to definitive decisions should consider all the factors and make a 

decision that he is responsible for and believes is correct. If he is still 

unsure, he won’t allow himself to decide and will conduct himself as one 

needs to do when the matter remains in doubt. A significant part of 

halochoh has guidelines for situations of unclarity and the unknown realm. 

280. However, to shrug off the responsibility of the decision by allowing 

someone who doesn’t live among the people, who has heard a short and 

incomplete rendition of the question, to decide the matter is, in my 

opinion, irresponsible. Emunas chachomim plays no role here. Trusting that 

a “she’eiloh was asked and who can question the authority of the gadol” is a 

faulty process when done quickly. When the gadol has enough time to apply 

his mind and ask any relevant questions that he believes is important to 

address, it is a true she’eiloh and teshuvoh. Unfortunately, on occasion the 

process seems to have taken on a different dynamic. A quick call with 

limited information and quick answers has become more common in 

certain circles. That is not a true psak halochoh. That is a statement elicited 

that is lacking in halachic substance and filled with the blessing of a 

mystical figure. It is especially egregious when it is presented as a holy 

declaration as if an oracle has spoken. Often, regardless of how irrational 

it may appear, the outcome is often adopted due to a mystical aura 

surrounding the “psak”, when in fact the answer was never meant to be a 

mystical response but a reasonable recommendation based on halochoh. 

281. In summary, there is an appropriate method to ask a she’eiloh. When a 

qualified posek is available, we should avail ourselves of psak halochoh (as 
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described). Another acceptable method is for a local posek to choose to 

seek counsel from a greater posek that is living in a different environment 

and the local posek will make the determination himself. However, in my 

opinion, asking a short she’iloh of someone living in a different set of 

circumstances is not a valid substitute for either of the above approaches. 

282. An even more egregious way of responding to the psak of a she’iloh is 

to manipulate the question in such a way to elicit a desired response and 

then follow the “psak” of the gadol. That is a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

283. When a person believes there is no qualified posek available, then often 

the best option is to ask a sheiloh of someone unfamiliar with the 

circumstance. 

Incorporating Public Health Data into Halochoh 

284. The method I was trained to use, and seems to me as a healthy and 

reasonable approach on matters of health is to recognize that a public 

health issue is a halachic question which requires input from public health 

officials in order to be able to rule on the halachic matter. It is a halachic 

question because there are religious factors to the question that a public 

health official cannot appreciate nor has any tools to evaluate. It is 

necessary for the posek to know the halachic principles extremely well, to 

garner all the relevant and accurate information and properly apply them 

to the situation. The posek might seek counsel and halachic guidance to 

verify which principles should be used. The posek should gather accurate 

input from secular sources such as public health officials and from 

economic, sociological, psychological and other realms that may have data 

found in secular and non-Jewish arenas. Before making a decision, it is 

often appropriate to seek guidance from wise people and halachic 

authorities as to the correct way to apply the principles to the facts. 

However, the decision needs to be made by a human being who factors 

statistics, perceptions, risk factors, communal matters and halachic 
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principles. It will never be an edict from heaven with a blessing attached. 

It will always be a living decision that might be wrong due to a 

miscalculation, faulty information or misapplied principles. Furthermore, 

even if correct, it may have a short shelf life as factors shift and 

circumstances change. 

285. As a Rov of a frum community, I am charged with making decisions 

that affect lives in the religious and the physical realm. I share my 

perspective so that the readers may understand the philosophy behind the 

approach I use. This is important so that all are now better able to decide 

whether this is consistent with the values that they hold dear. 

Virtual Minyanim 

286. When davening in front of a camera that connects you to nine others 

that are davening (“virtual minyon”), it is halachically equivalent to 

davening alone. No kedushoh, kaddish, chazoras hashatz or kerias Hatorah may 

be recited. 

286.1. If you know someone has made a berochoh at a particular 

moment, even if you did not hear it, one may answer amen. Therefore, 

it is permissible to answer amen when listening to a live berochoh being 

recited on Zoom or other instant live video feed. 

Home Bound 

287. When davening at home, one should choose a designated spot for 

davening that will allow one to daven undisturbed.204 

Outdoor Minyan-Avoiding Eivoh 

288. Social distancing can be done properly in a park. However, it is not 

advisable to daven with a minyan in a public area even if there are five meters 

 

 .ט''נ ק''ס 'צ ןמיס ב''מ 204
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between each person. Nochrim may see it and unjustifiably use it to blame 

the Jews for spreading the virus. 

Forming Minyonim from Balconies 

289. In some places, like in Eretz Yisroel, each family is in their home, and 

if they all daven on their balconies, they can see and hear each other. 

Should there be ten men in such a proximity, may they form a minyan for 

devorim shebikdushoh (chazoras hashatz, kaddish and kerias Hatorah)? 

289.1. This is an unacceptable minyon. All members of a minyon for 

השודקבש םירבד  should be in a single domain or room. Seeing each 

other from separate balconies is insufficient. This principle should be 

extended to shuls or minyonim in homes when part of the minyon is in 

one room while another part is in another room or behind a mechitzoh. 

A minyon requires that all members be in one room. All ten men 

should be in the ezras gevorim or in one room in a home setting (e.g., 

the home of an avel when there is no concern of an epidemic).205 

 

 היהו .לקהל שיש רשפא קחדה םוקמבו םייסמו הזב תועיד 'ב איבמד ז''נ ק''ס ה''נ ןמיס ב''מ ןייע 205
 דחא לכ תוכורא תועובשל םינינמ ילב התיהש )דקתשא( פ׳׳שת תנשב הרותה םלוע בצמש הארנ

 ,קחדה תעש התיה השדח העדוה דע הצוח תיבה ןמ תתל רוסיאבו תותלדה תריגסו המיא םירדחמ
 .תוחמל וא עונמל אל פ''כעו לקהל םוקמ שיו

 ןומיז ןיב קלחל שי םא הזב קפתסמ א''בשרהו ,).נ תוכרב( ןומיזל ןוימדמ םירבדה רוקמ םלוא
 השודקבש םירבדלד עמשמ ארמגה ןושלמ .)ג''נ ק''ס ה''נ ןויצה רעשב אבוה( השודקבש םירבדל
 .השודקבש םירבד ללכב וניאש ןומיז ינאשו ,שממ דחא םוקמב הרשע ןניעב

 תורובח יתש ה''ד ה''צק ןמיס הכלה רואיבב ןייועיד ,טושפ רבדה ןיא ןומיזו ז''מהרב ןינעל ףאו
 ינהמ אל א''רגה תעדלו ,)רשפא ךרדב קר בתכ א''בשרה םגו( א''בשרה לע קלוח ש''בשרהש איבהש
 תא דחא איצוהל רשפאש ןפואב דחא רדחב ויהי םלוכש ןניעבו ,'ג ןומיזל ףא ולא תא ולא םיאור
 ,ז''אז םירתוסכ וירבד ןיארנו .)ש''בשרהו א''רגה לש( םהירבדכ רבתסמ רתויש בתכ ל''היבבו ,וריבח
 .ח''חה יבתכ לכב ספדנה וייח תודלותב ח''חה לש ונב כ''שמכ ח''ת ינש י''ע ובתכנד רשפאו

 רדחב אצמנשכ ולא תא ולא ןיאור ינהמ אלד כ''ס ה''נ ןמיס ש''הע תטיש הזב ףיסוהל שי דועו
 ,ףוריצ ךייש אל םירקמה בורב ותטישלד אצמנ .בוחרב וא נ''כהיב ירוחאמ ינהמ קרו ,תוציחמו
 אלש ש''ש תרכזהל שושחל שיו .אטילב םיקסופה ילודגמ היה ש''העו .םלש ןינמ לש אל יאדובו
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Appropriate Time to daven without a Minyan 

290. If I am davening alone, what is the best time to daven? 

290.1. The optimum time to daven shacharis is to reach shemone esrei at 

sunrise  Kerias Shema should be said about five . )הארנה המחה ץנה(

minutes before that.206 When one will not be davening with a minyan, 

for whatever reason, and has the option to choose the time when he 

will daven, it is advisable to daven kevosikin. Davening kevosikin 

beyichidus has a greater value than tefilloh betzibbur after honeitz hachamoh. 

The tefillos are easily accepted when done at the optimum time. 

290.2. To daven kevosikin, one should start about 30 minutes before 

honeitz hachamoh and synchronize the tefilloh to reach shemone esrei at 

sunrise. It is not necessary to be exact; it is more important to daven 

with kavonoh and reach shemone esrei a little before or after sunrise than 

to focus one’s attention on the clock and pace. 

 

 ותלפת ןמז עבקיש יואר רתויו .ןזחה רחא בוקעל הסנמו ץוחב ללפתמשכ הנווכב ןורסחו ,ךרוצל
 .הנווכבו תוניתמב ללפתיו העובק העשב וא המחה ץנהב

 .השודקבש םירבד ןינעל ש''כו לקהל יאדכ ןיא ןומיז ןינעל ףאו ,הזב לקהל ןיאד הארנ ןכלו

 ,רוביצב הלפתה דע תוכחל ךרטצי םאו ,המחה ץנה רחאל ןינמ שישכד א''ל ק''ס 'צ ןמיס ב''מ ןייע 206

 ד''דנל ונעמש אל םשמ לבא .תודיחיב ןיקיתוכ ללפתיש בטומ ,ודומילב ךושמי אמש דומלל לכוי אל
 ונעמש אל ,רוביצ םע דימ ללפתי המחה ץנה רחאל ררועתישכו ,וילא ףרטציש כ''חא ןינמ ןיאש
 .המחה ץנהב ןיקיתווכ אקוד ללפתהל תופידע

 ילבו המחה ץנהב תודיחיב ללפתהל הוצמד רחבומה ןמ הוצמו ה''ד ח''נ ןמיס ל''היבב ןייועי םלוא
 בתכש המד ראובמ יקסביינק םייח 'ר םשבו .כ''חא ןינמ היהיש דע תוכחלמ )הלפתלו ש''קל( ןיליפת
 ללפתהל הצורש ימ ה''הו ,טקנ אתלימד אחרואו ,אקוד ואל "ןיקיתווכ תורקל םיריהזה" ל''היבה
 ןמז רקיעד ג''י ק''ס א''צקת צ''העשמ ראובמ ןכו .יאשר ,כ''חא רוביצב הלפתב םוקמב תודיחיב
 .המחה ץנהב אוה תירחש תלפת

 'ר םשבו .המחה ץנה ןמזב אלש רוביצב הלפת פ''ע אפידע ןיקיתווכ הלפתד א''וזחה םשב ונעמשו
 .השודקו שידק עומשל לכוי אל כ''חאש ףא תודיחיב ןיקיתווכ ללפתיד ל''צז ץילרק םיסנ

 .המחה ץנה םדוק רוביצב הלפתמ רתוי המחה ץנהב תודיחיב הלפת ףידעד ל''צז בישילא 'ר םשבו
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290.3. One may daven minchoh any time from zeman minchoh gedolah 

until just before sunset. One should finish shemone esrei before sunset. 

290.4. Maariv: When davening alone without a minyan it is 

important to make sure that you daven after tzeis hakochavim. It is not 

recommended for bnei Torah to daven maariv during the week before 

tzeis hakochavim, even with a minyon.207 

290.5. There is no halachic advantage to synchronize the davening of 

all the members of the shul to daven at a set time.208 

Mechitzoh 

291. If our family davens together on Shabbos or Weekday, do we need a 

mechitzoh? 

291.1. You may gather your family together on Shabbos or weekday 

and all daven together without a mechitzoh. You can make it fun by 

choosing a male (even a child) to lead the davening as a chazzan. This 

is a good opportunity to develop self-confidence, musical skills, and 

nusach tefilloh. A mechitzoh was legislated by Chazal specifically for tefilloh 

betzibbur and other gatherings that are open to the public. It is not 

required when the family davens together. Even in a shul setting, Rav 

Moshe Feinstein allows there to be two women davening in the men’s 

 

 ,כ''האצ ינפל םימידקמו בירעמ םיללפתמש ןינמ שי םא ףאד ראובמ םתה .ב''ל ק''ס 'צ ןמיס ב''מ 207

 ףידעי ,ןמזה ינפל אוהש ןויכ מ''מ ,הכלהב הלעמ אוהד םיללפתמ רוביצהש העשב ללפתהל הצורו
 יאדוד ,זא םיללפתמ רוביצ ןיאד ד''דנב ש''כו .םיללפתמ רוביצהש העשב אלו כ''האצ רחאל ללפתהל
 .יאדוב הליל אוהש העש דע הכחי

 .םיללפתמ רוביצהש העשב ללפתהל ןיוכי רוביצב ללפתהל לוכי וניאו סונאש ימש ט''ס 'צ ןמיסב 208
 ועבקי רוביצה לכ כ''אד םירמוא יתעמשו .ללפתהל ליגר ובש רוביצה ונייהד ל''ז טרביונ 'ר ראיבו
 תנווכו ,תועט אוה ד''נעלו .וב םיללפתמ רוביצהש העשב לש הז ןינע םייקל ידכ וב ללפתהל דחא ןמז
 ןינמה לטבתנשכ לבא ,םהמע ותלפת ןיוכי ללפתהל ליגרש םוקמב ללפתמה ןינמ שישכש רבחמה
 ירישכמב ינשה תא דחא םיאור םא ףא רוביצב הלפת ןאכ ןיאו ,תודיחיב ללפתמ דחא לכו ,ולש
 יפל ללפתיו ,םיללפתמ רובצהש העש ןאכ ןיא כ''א ,ומוקמב דחא לכ םיקלוחמ םה מ''מ ,ואידיו

 .הלעמל יתבתכש תויחנהה
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section. He maintains that the custom in Europe was for up to two 

women to daven in the main shul. After three women, women need 

to be on the other side of a mechitzoh when davening with a minyan or 

in an open public forum. Any gathering that is by invitation only, does 

not require a mechitzoh. 

Diapers 

292. We have toddlers at home that are not yet toilet trained. What kind of 

guidance can you offer to us when davening in their presence? 

292.1. One may not daven within two meters of a foul odor emanating 

from a full diaper. If the diaper is clean or does not smell, one may 

daven in the presence of the diaper. 

Shabbos 

םכילע םולש  

293. Should we sing sholom aleichem Friday night? 

293.1. It is true that the custom of singing sholom aleichem is based on 

the midrosh that two angels accompany a person as he comes home 

from shul. If a person did not go to shul, one might think that since 

no angels have accompanied him home it is ridiculous to sing 

something without any purpose. However, my rebbi, Rav Moshe 

Heinemann, shared with me that he had asked this question to Rav 

Moshe Feinstein. Rav Moshe responded that if a person was unable 

to attend shul, he certainly won’t be at a disadvantage to those who 

went to shul. The angels will find their way to his home and he may 

recite the sholom aleichem. 
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Carrying 

294. If a person wishes to walk on Shabbos in an area that does not have an 

eiruv, he may wear a mask and gloves as a preventative measure and 

protection from Covid 19.209 

Sanitizing Lotion 

295. It is permissible to use sanitizing lotion on Shabbos.210 All sanitizing 

lotions may be owned and used on Pesach. 

______________ 

Marital Relations 

296. These are times of suffering for the world. Are marital relations 

permissible? 

296.1. Although during the flood of Noach and the famine in Yosef 

Hatzaddik’s time it was appropriate to abstain, as long as the plague 

has not reached one’s city, despite the suffering in the world, relations 

are permitted. My rebbi, Rav Heineman, told us that he had asked Rav 

Moshe Feinstein whether relations were permitted during the six-day 

war. Rav Moshe responded that it was permitted since the war was in 

 

 שובלמ םהש ינפמ תבשב תופפכ שובלל רתומש א''מקו ח''לק ק''ס ב''מבו ז''לס א''ש ח''וא ןייע 209

 ירהש  latexלש תופפכב לקהל הארנ ר''הרב א''ד ייותאל אביש ששחו םדירויש ששוחש המו .רומג

 ,דועו .תועבצאה םע תולועפ תושעל םדירויש שחימל אכילו fine motor skills ףא תושעל רשפא

 ןיא שפנ לעב ףאד הארנ ,םירחא תקבדהו תוקבדתיה ששח םוקמבו ,שפנ ילעבל רימחה קר ב''מה

 .רימחהל ךירצ

 ול שיש ימל ראוצב ןילותש תפנצמב תאצל רתומש א''נס א''ש ןייע .ירשד הארנ כ''ג הכסמ ןינעלו

 אלש ןבאב תאצוי השא ג''ש ןמיסבו .טישכתכ אלא יואשמ ולא ןיאד פ''ק ק''ס ב''מבו ,ועורזב הכמ

 וישכע האופר הזב ןיא םא ףא םדאה תא שמשמש לכש ראובמו ,ןיידע הרבעתנ אל וליפאו ,ליפת

 ד''דנב אליממו .א''י תוא ח''יפ כ''ששב כ''כו .שובלמ בישחד ,רתומ מ''מ ילוח לש העיגפמ העינמ אלא

 .ר''הרב ירשו שובלמ יוה הכסמ שבול תוקבדתה תעינמ ךרוצל

 .חרממ םושמ וב ןיא ילזונ אוהש רבד לכד הארנו .ד''י תוא 'מ קרפ כ''שש 210



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 259 

Eretz Yisroel and not in the USA (where the question was asked). The 

halochoh of avoiding relations is found numerous times in Shulchan 

Aruch. It seems that it is an obligatory halochoh, although there is a 

discussion that it may be considered a midas chassidus. See notes for 

more source material to research the issue. In O.C. 576:2 the Shulchan 

Aruch explains that any frequency of less than 0.6% of deaths per 

population in a 72-hour period is not an indication that there is an 

epidemic. However, if there are travelers between cities, then the 

frequency of one city is projected on to the second city. Also, if a 

pandemic exists, it would seem to this writer that the frequency 

mentioned in Shulchan Aruch is irrelevant since the epidemic has been 

clearly established it is not logical to attribute the deaths to a cause 

unrelated to a virus. This is even more true if the cause of death is 

medically confirmed to be from the virus. It should be noted that the 

poskim on Shulchan Aruch indicate that there is no prohibition if the 

tashmish is for the sake of a mitzvoh of pru urvu, onah or to avoid 

forbidden behavior.211 Although there is enough basis to consider our 

situation with Covid 19 as a halachically recognizable רבד  (epidemic), 

the application of abstention due to an epidemic is not explicit. It can 

be considered an appropriate sensitivity but not a binding halachic 

requirement. Once it has been classified as a matter of sensitivity (with 

 

 כ''ונבו ו''ס ה''כ ןמיס ה''אבו ,ד''ס ד''עקת ןמיס ,ו''מ ק''ס םש ב''מבו ,ב''יס מ''ר ןמס ח''וא ןייע 211

 םגד ראובמו ה''פ ק''ס מ''ר ןמיס ח''הכ ןייעו ,תינעת תוכלהב הבושת ירעשב טרפבו ,תומוקמה לכב
 רזעב ע''עו ללכב רבד םגד םהירבדמ הארנו ה''אב ז''טו מ''חב ע''עו ,שובלב עמשמ ןכו ,ללכב רבד
 ילבבב רכזנ אלש תורצ ראשבד ד''דנב לקהל הארנ ח''קס ד''עקתב ןויצה רעשמ םלוא .םש שדוקמ
 הארנ דועו ,אמלעב תודיסח תדמ קר אוהד רשפאו רוסיא ןושלב רכזנ אל םשו ,ימלשוריב אלא
 םהרבא לשאב כ''שמ ףרצל הארנ דועו ,תורצ ראש אלו לכוא ןורסח םהב שיש תורצב אקודד
 ששח שיו הב דומעל לוכי רוביצה ןיא ןמז הברה ךראתמשכד יבש ןינעל ב''יס מ''ר ןמיס )שאשטוב(

 הביתבד ע''צו .םירצממ ז''יע ולאגנו תואבוצה תוארמ םע םירצמב םישנה ושעש ומכ ירשו ,תולושכמ
 .רוסאל ןיא ןכלו םילושכמה וברי ז''הזבד קלחל שיו .וענמנ ז''כבו המילש הנש היה
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regard to a pandemic), one may factor personal considerations before 

deciding to abstain. In conclusion, tashmish is not forbidden. 

Mikve for Women 

297. Men should avoid using communal mikvaos while the pandemic is 

spreading rapidly unless they are not at risk (recovered or vaccinated). 

Women should continue using mikvaos and follow proper protocol 

established by the public health officials and mikve attendants. After using 

the mikve, a woman may take a shower immediately upon arrival at 

home.212 

298. Should the hygienic requirements require cleaning of the facility and 

separation between women to the point where not all the women can 

immerse at night, it is permissible for women to immerse in the mikve on 

the 8th day during daylight hours.213 

 

 הז םויהו ,הוקמה לש ןינב ותואב אלא ז''יאד ל''י ,רימחהל ראובמ א''ר ס''וס ד''וי א''מרבש ףאו 212

 הזב ןיא התיבה תרזוחשכ לבא ,הוקמל ץוחמ ע''א ןיכהלו ןגראתהל םיבייחמ ללכ ךרדבד עגונ אל
 ארמוח אלא ז''יאד הארנ ,התיבב ףא רימחהל עמשמ )ו''צ ןמיס ב''ח ד''וי( מ''גאבש ףאו .רוסיא
 תיאשרד א׳׳טילש רשיפ המלש ברה ר''וממ יתעמשו .הנכס ששחב הזב רימחהל יאדכ אלו אמלעב
 .לבטש רחאל המצע הוקמב חלקתהל יאשר שיאהו הוקמה רחאל התיבב חלקתהל השאה
 ק''ס ש''תפבו .םוי דועבמ ינימשב לובטל הלוכי סנוא אכיאד אכיהד ד''ס ז''צק ןמיס ד''וי ןייע 213

 הפגמהש ריעה ינב לכד סנוא יוהד הארנ ד''דנו .ריעה ינב לכ לש םיברד סנוא ןניעבד ראובמ א''י

 ןיב חוורמ תתל ךרוצ שי העינמו הרימש לש הגהנה תמחמו ,וב םיריכמ םלוכו םלועה לכב הטשפ

 ל''ס )ו''ס ח''יק( םדא תמכחב םלוא ,הלילה דע שימשתב הרוסאש רימחה א''מרה םלוא .תולבוטה

 שימשתב תרתומ סנוא תמחמ רתיהב הלבטשכ לבא סנוא ילב רוסיאב הלבטד אכיה קר וז ארמוחד

 .הלעבמ ריתסהל הכירצ הניאו



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 261 

Omissions During Tefilloh beyichidus 

299. The kedushoh recited in birkos kerias Shema may be recited without a 

minyan but should be read with the cantillations as if being read from the 

Novi.214 

300. When davening alone, there is a special and holy custom to add the 

words el melech ne’emon before reciting the Shema.215 This is only true if one 

is fulfilling the mitzvoh of Shema during davening. If one needed to recite 

Shema before davening (e.g., in order not to miss zeman kerias Shema), 

then one should not recite el melech ne’emon at either recital of Shema.216 

301. On days when selichos are recited, one may recite the inspirational poetry 

(piyutim) but one should not recite the thirteen attributes of Hashem. The 

Aramaic sections (machi umasi) should also not be recited. 

302. The set of ןוצר יהי  usually recited after kerias Hatorah need not be 

recited. The point of saying it at that time is that one has just fulfilled a 

great mitzvoh of reading the Torah in public. That offers a great merit in 

that one’s prayers are more readily received. Since the Torah was not read, 

it is as if it is a Sunday or Tuesday in which the ןוצר יהי  is not recited since 

the Torah was not read.217 

 

 םימעטו ןוגינב צ''או הרמוא דיחיד הנושאר העידכ ל''סד א''מרה תערכהו ג''ס ט''נ ןמיס ןייע 214

 ךכו ןגנל רדהל יאדכ םלוא הנושאר העידכ הכלהל םיכסה כ''ג א''רגהש איבה ב''מבו .הרותב ארוקכ
 .שובלה םכסמ ךכו וגהנ

 .ד''י ק''ס ב''מ ןייעו ג''ס א''ס ןמיס א''מר 215

 .שיו ה''ד ג''ס א''ס הרות תעד 216

217 Other examples of prayers after the fulfilment of a mitzvoh are the prayers a woman 
recites after light Shabbos candles and the added requests added after birkas hamazon. (The 
gemoro concludes bentching at ונרסחי לא . Prayers were added since it is a propitious time for 
tefillos to be answered since one just fulfilled the mitzvoh of birkas hamazon.) 
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303. Yizkor and el molei rachamim, may be recited in your private davening 

for a deceased relative or friend.218 

304. Friday night one may say ולכיו  even if there is no other person reciting 

it with him.219 However, the rest of the tefilloh until ונילע  should not be 

recited (in nusach Ashkenaz). 

305. When davening for a critically ill person and it is not known if they are 

still alive, one should daven for mercy, not for a complete recovery.220 

306. One may daven on Shabbos for the recovery of a critically ill person. 

If the person is incapacitated, but there is no risk to limb or life, one should 

not mention them for healing on Shabbos.221 

307. It is not required to read the Torah from a Chumash during the 

appropriate time for kerias HaTorah when davening alone.222 It is advisable 

to read the parshoh with your family in English and discuss it.223 

שדוחה תכרב לש ןוצר יהי .308  should be recited when davening alone. One 

should find out when Rosh Chodesh is and include that in the tefilloh. The 

only part that may be omitted is the announcement of the molad. 

 

 'ר םשב א''זשר ןורכזל הרות ישקבמבו ג''נ ןמיס ד''ח המכח לצב ת''ושו ,ב:אל םייחה רשג 218

 .בישילא

 .דמועמ ה''ד ל''היבבו ט''י ק''ס ח''סר ב''מ ע''ע .י''קס ח''ל ןמיס ח''וא א''וזח 219
 האופרל ללפתהל ןוכנ וניאש ח''ס ק''ס א''מק ה''א ש''תפו ג''קס ח''פר ןמיס ח''וא ת''עש ןייע 220

 ומכ םימחרל ךירצ כ''ג רטפנ רבכ םא וליפאו ,םימשה ןמ וילע ומחריש אלא םימשה ןמ המילש

 .םיבר םימחרב םיתמ היחמ םיללפתמש

 .י''ס ח''פר ןייע 221

 אכיל ,רובצב אצמנ אלשכו ,רוביצה תבוח יוה הרותה תאירקד ה''ל ןמיס המלש ןינב ת''וש ןייע 222

 .דיחיכ בויח וילע היה וליא םג שמוח ךותמ האירקב ח''די רצוי אלד טושפו .דיחי לכ לע בויח

 ויהש ומכו .הרות דומילו ,הרותב בותכש המ לע הרזח אוה הרותה תאירק ןינעמ קלחד הארנ 223

 ןמזו ותחפשמב םייקל לכוי הז קלחד הארנו .הילעהו האירקה ינפל עטק לכ ריבסהל םיגהונ
 .הרותה תאירק ןמזב אוה ךכל םיאתמה
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309. Neither of the two ןקרופ םוקי  should be recited nor the following ימ 

ךרבש .224 

310. Those that recite a berochoh on Hallel may do so even when davening 

beyichidus.225 

311. When singing Hallel, if possible, try to daven together with at least 

another two people, (male or female) so that the ודוה  can be sung 

responsively. If that is not possible, Hallel can be sung alone.226 

312. One may recite ילאוגו ילק הק  on Shevi’i shel Pesach without a minyon. It 

was an added prayer to Hashem describing the yearning of the people in 

the diaspora to return to Eretz Yisroel. It was never a takonoh (legislation), 

but rather a heartfelt prayer added by some communities which is as 

equally appropriate without a minyon. 

313. One may (and is encouraged) recite Yizkor without a minyon on acharon 

shel Pesach. 

Naming a Girl 

314. Our daughter was born, and I cannot go to shul to name her. What 

should we do? 

314.1. It is not necessary to name a girl in shul during the ךרבש ימ  after 

an aliyoh. It is perfectly acceptable to choose a name and start calling 

your daughter by her name and it will be her name as long as it is used. 

314.2. Once her name has been established by usage, there is no benefit 

in “giving her a name” at a ךרבש ימ  when circumstances allow it. The 

 

 בקעי 'ר לש םייחה ךרד רודיסבו .ימרא ןושלב ויכרצ לואשל ןיאד ט''י ק''ס א''ק ןמיס ב''מ 224

 .וירחאש ךרבש ימה רמול ןיא םגד בתכ אסילמ םיוברבול

 רשפא מ''מ גהנמ אוהש ףאד ,ג''י ק''ס צ''העשבו ו''ט ק''ס ב''מבו א''מרב ב''ס ב''כת ןמיס ןייע 225

 .הלטבל הכרב ז''יאו ,תויולג לש ינש בוט םויבו ג''זהש ע''מ לע תוכרבמ םישנש ומכ וילע ךרבל
 .תודיחיב אלו רוביצב אלא ךרבי אלד בתכ ח''ס ב''כת ש''העבו

 .םייח רוקמבו ל''היבבו ב''ס ב''כת ןמיס 226
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entire point of giving the name after the aliyoh is so that she becomes 

known by that name. Once she is known by that name, the function 

has been fulfilled. 

314.3. It is noteworthy that if a name is given after the aliyoh as is usually 

done, and the name is not used at all, halachically the designated and 

unused name never became her true name. The naming ceremony in 

retrospect was entirely superfluous. (The berochoh for a speedy recovery 

to the mother is the only redeeming aspect of the exercise). A ketuboh 

or gett that uses the Hebrew or Yiddish name of a girl as she was called 

at the ךרבש ימ  is invalid if she was never called that name by other 

people at the time the document was signed. (Even when the Hebrew 

name was used for a while, if people stopped using it, it is possible that 

halachically her name has changed). These laws are complex, and this 

is not meant to be a comprehensive presentation of the subject. 

Nevertheless, I raise it in order to emphasize the insignificance of the 

naming in shul should the family have begun to actually call her by her 

name. It is also appropriate to start calling her a name (and not wait 

for a ceremony in shul) if it is impossible to bless the mother and name 

the daughter in shul during kerias HaTorah. 

Bris 

315. May the participants on Zoom answer omen when a berochoh is recited? 

May a grandfather be given the honor of birkas asher kidash yedid mibeten? 

How about naming the baby? 

316. While a minyon is preferable, it is not mandatory. The only participants 

required at a bris are the mohel and the baby. The berachos should only be 

recited by those present at the bris itself: 

 תירבה תרוכ דע ןטבמ דידי שדיק רשאו ,ןפגה ירפ ארוב 

However, the tefilloh and naming: 
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 לארשיב ומש ארקיו 'וכו הזה דליה םייק וניתובא יקולאו וניקולא

May be said by a relative or friend at a different location, connected 

through Zoom. The naming ceremony doesn’t have inherent significance, 

what is operative is how will the person be referred to. Once the zeida 

overseas has announced what the name is and all will start to call him by 

that name, the name will be associated and identify that baby.227 The mi 

sheberach for the complete healing of the baby and mother can also be 

recited by someone through Zoom. 

Chasunoh 

317. A Zeida who is viewing a wedding of a grandchild on Zoom should 

not recite one of the sheva berachos. Only those present should recite the 

berachos. There should always be a minyon at a wedding. In the time of the 

rishonim, an edict was made not to create a kiddushin without a minyan. Th 

bride is also forbidden to her husband until the birkas nisuin were made 

which also requires a minyon.228 

Burial 

318. A person who had made arrangements for burial in Eretz Yisroel and 

died in chutz la’aretz, and cannot be brought to Eretz Yisroel during the 

pandemic for burial, should be buried in chutz la’aretz with the intention 

 

 עודי אלא רקשמ ללכב הז ןיאד הארנ ,וינפב דליל עיבצהל לוכי וניאו הזה דליה םירמואש ףאו 227

 .הזה ללכב יוה רישו ךסמה ותוארל רשפא םגו ןיוכתמ ימל

 הלעבל הרוסא הכרב אלב הלכ ןידב ד''קס ב''ס ןמיס ש''בה בתכש המ פ''ע הזב ןודל שיש אלא 228

 הרוסא הסוראש הנווכה ד''א ,ןיואשינ תכרב ךייש אל ןינמ אלבו ,ןיאושינ תכרב אלב הנווכה םא

 ןייצ םש ש''תפבו .הלעבל תרתומ הרשע אלב ףא הפוחל הסנכנשמ לבא ,הפוחל סנכיתש דע הלעבל

 םלוא .הפוחל הסנכנש ז''כ הכרב אלב ףא הלעבל תרתומו ,ינשה דצכ הטונד )ו''נס ה''א אמק( ב''ונל

 ס''ס ןייע( אבוכיעל ןינמה ןיאו אמלעב אחוורל קר הרשע ןניעב ןישודיקד אנידמד ףאד הארנ מ''מ

 םוקמ שי הרשע ינפב שדיק אלש לכו ,הרשע ינפב שדקל ןניעבש םינושארהמ ונקת רבכ מ''מ ,)ד''ל

 .יוארה ןויע ילב ובתכנ םירבדהו .קחדה תעשב ףא ותושעל ןיאש ש''כו ,ןישודיקב קפקפל
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that his or her body be transported to Eretz Yisroel when it becomes 

possible.229 

Aveilus 

319. A mourner who will not be attending the funeral remains an onen as 

long as he or she is still involved in informing others (phone, email or 

WhatsApp) of the funeral ceremony or making arrangements for a Zoom 

meeting of the funeral. However, once that has been completed and there 

are no other arrangements needed with the Chevra Kadisha and the onen 

will not be attending the levayoh in person, the aninus period ends and the 

mourner may perform mitzvos. Even if the avel will be viewing the 

ceremony via Zoom he or she is not involved enough in the burial process 

to extend the aninus period. However, shiva and aveilus will only begin after 

the burial. 

320. On a year when Erev Pesach is not on Shabbos, were shiva to begin 

before chatzos on erev Pesach, it is completed and over at chatzos. One 

should stop aveilus practices shortly before chatzos. If the burial and shiva 

were after chatzos, you will need to discuss your shiva requirements with 

your rav. In the absence of a ruling, I suggest that one begin aveilus after 

chatzos until shortly before the chag begins. This releases the person from 

aveilus requirements after Pesach.230 

 

 וא י''אב ורבקל מ''ע והונפ כ''אא רבקל רבקמ תמה תא תונפל רוסאש ג''סש ןמיס ד''וי ןייע 229

 ,תינמז הרובק אלא וניאש שרופמב ונתי הרובקה תעבש יוארו .ותונפל מ''ע הליחתכלמ והורבקש

 םוקממ ואיצוהל ומיכסי אלש ק׳׳ח שי כ׳׳לאד ,השענ ךכש לודג בר לש תודע י׳׳ע וא ואידיוב דעותיו

 .ותחונמ

 עירכה א''מרה .תולבאה תוחדל ט''ויכ וניד תוצח רחאל חספ ברע םא עורז רואו תופסותה וקלחנ 230

 ז''ואל ,תוצח רחאל תולבאה ליחתמשכו .ה''מש ד''וי ןייע ,לבאב לקימה ירבדכ הכלהד ז''ואכ לקהל

 ג''הכבד הארנו .העיקשה ינפל תצק דע תולבא גוהנל רשפא 'סותלו חספה רחאל תולבא גוהנל ךירצ

 לטבתמ זאו ,דבלב גחה דע העבש בשויד 'סותה תטישכ גוהנלו העבשב טעמל לקימה ירבדכ הכלה
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321. It is advisable for relatives and friends to arrange the first meal after 

the funeral for the mourners. If that is not possible, the mourner may 

prepare his own meal.231 

322. When shiva ends on erev Pesach (when it is during the week), sheloshim 

begins immediately and is competed at chatzos. If he shaves regularly, he 

still should not shave after chatzos erev Pesach.232 

Kerias HaTorah at Home 

323. The obligation of reading the Torah in shul is a communal, not an 

individual, obligation. Hence, if you or your shul missed kerias HaTorah 

due to restrictions related to Covid 19, there is no need to read the Torah 

from a sefer Torah or Chumash at home. Even were you to do read from 

a Torah or Chumash alone, you are not fulfilling the mitzvoh. You are 

encouraged to learn the parshoh and read it without berachos.233 

 

 ןושאר םוי ןינעל םג לבאב לקימה ירבדכ הכלהד הארנו .גחה רחאל תולבא גוהנל צ''או העבשה

 .לקהל ןנברד קפס ללכה םושמ וניא לבאב לקימה ירבדכ הכלהד ת''המ אוהש

 םירחאמ עונמל אלש ידכ םעטה א''יו תולבא גוהינמ אוה ולשמ לוכאל אלש גהנמה םעטד א''י 231

 יאשר ,סוריוה דחפ תמחמ ואובי אלש עודיו םילבא םוחינ תעינמ םושמ םעטה םא .םילבא םוחינ

 םושמ ז''יאד הארנ מ''הוחב הארבה תדועס םישועש םיקסופ הברה וטקנש הממו .ולשמ תושעל

 .ומצעב תושעל ול רתומ הדועס ול וניכי אלש עדוישכ אליממו ,מ''הוחב תוליבא ןיאד ,תוליבא גוהינ

 םא ףאד מ''גאה םהיניבו םיקסופה ילודגמ םנמא .לקימד ה''כ ןמיס ד''וי א''ח רמוא עיבי ןייע 232

 . ס''ט םש שיו ד''ל ק''ס ח''מקת ב''מ ןייע .םוי 30 רובעיש דע חלגי אל מ''מ םישולשה לטבתנ

 הטישכ אלדו( קחדה תעשב וליפא הכרבב לוספ ת''סמ תורקל ןיאש ט''כ ק''ס ג''מק ב''מ ןייע 233

 לוספ אצמנו וארק רבכ םאד ג''עאו .ימד דבעידכ קחדה תעש לכ אלד ,)ךכב ריתמש א''מרב אבומה
 .קחדה תעשב לקהל ןיא מ''מ ,ותוריעצב הבושתב ם''במרה בתכש ומכ אצי דבעידבד רוזחל צ''א

 ת''סב ת''ס תאירק תוצמ םייקל רשפאש ם''במרה תבושת איבה ת''ס תוכלהמ י''פ שיר מ''כב הנהו
 אצמנ םאד בר יב י''רהמה וברמ איבה מ''כהו .רשכ ת''ס ךירצהל וב רזח הרות הנשמב ןכא .לוספ
 ךומסל ותוריעצב ם''במרה תבושת יאדכד םיכישממו רשכ ת''ס םיאיצומד האירקה עצמאב לוספ
 .דבעידב וילע
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324. It is important to review of the parshoh (twice) with a translation or 

commentary. The legislation for such learning was established particularly 

for those unable to go to shul. It is still required and is strongly 

recommended. 234 

Kerias HaTorah when Shul Starts Again 

325. When the restrictions are over, do we need to make up the Torah 

readings missed? 

325.1. When the majority of a community has missed one or more 

parshios due a power beyond their control ( סנוא ), when resumption of 

the shul activities begins again, it is best if the baal korei were to read 

the Torah from the place in which the community last read. The baal 

korei should read the first aliyoh ( ןהכ ) all the way until sheni of the parshas 

hashavua. This way all seven aliyos are read from the parshas hashavua 

and the law to complete the entire Chumash once a year in kerias 

 

 םיארוקשכ ינייה )הכרבב אלש ןיב הכרבב ןיב( לוספ ת''סמ תורקל םיליקמה םגד הארנ םלוא
 ת''סב וליפא וא ספדנה שמוחמ דיחיב תורקל לבא ,הוצמ םויק הזב שי ם''במרה תעדלש ,רוביצב
 .ת''ת דבלמ ,םולכ הזב חיורי אלו ,ת''הרק תוצמ םוק הזב ןיא ע''וכל ,רשכ

 אלש הכרב אלב םישמוחה ךותמ תורקל ןוכנ ,בושיב ת''ס ןיאשכד ט''קס ג''מק ב''מב בותכש המו
 רסחו ןינמ אכיא פ''כע םתהד ,ד''דנב ךייש אלד הארנ ,א''שו א''גממ אוהו ,האירק תרות חכתשת
 שישכ קרד ,רכז תושעל ןינע אכיל ,רוביצ ןיאשכ לבא ,רוביצב בויח שיש רבדה ריכזהל שיו ,ת''סה
 .ללכב בויח אכילש ונילצא כ''אשמ ,ת''ס םהל ןיאש םיסונא קר והיילע אימרד בויח

 רובצה ןיאש ןמזבש תעדה לע תולעהל שיו ,רובצה םע ויתוישרפ םילשי ).ח( תוכרבב ארמגה ןושל 234

 דחאו ארקמ םינש תנקת רקיע ,הברדאד הארנ ןכא ,ת''ומש לש הוצמ וא בויח אכיל נ''כהיבב ארוק
 .הליפת תוכלהמ ג''יפס מ''הגה ןייע ,הרותב תורקל ןינמ םש ןיאש רפכב רגה דיחי רובע דעונ םוגרת

As a youth, I recall keeping many Shabbosos in Santa Barbara, California at the home of 
Dr. Yehuda and Mrs. Chaya Eisner. There was no minyon available. We all davened shacharis 
and mussaf together and subsequently spent hours learning the parshoh together, verse by 
verse. Everyone contributed and the discussions were memorable. It was an incredible 
Shabbos experience. I recommend following that pattern. It would be even more 
enhanced, were some members prepare sections in advance. 
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HaTorah is also fulfilled.235 Parshas Hachodesh need not be read if 

missed in Adar. This is not a requirement, it is a recommendation. If 

too much was missed, it need not be read. The community may start 

from the parshas hashavua. 

Medical Ethics 

Triage 

326. Allocation of scarce resources is a universal medical ethics dilemma. 

Hospitals around the world are dealing with this issue on a daily basis. 

While this is a topic for a much larger discussion, decisions need to be 

made and a Torah personality needs to know how to best conduct himself 

according to halachic principles. 

327. When there is one respirator available and two existing patients are 

candidates for it, preference should be given to the person who has the 

best chance of recovery.236 

328. If an older patient with Covid 19 has been connected to a respirator 

and a patient enters that is younger and has a better chance of recovery, it 

is forbidden to remove the respirator to use on the younger and healthier 

patient as this would be an act causing the deterioration of the first 

patient.237 

329. If the elderly patient enters the hospital during the pandemic and it is 

known that many other patients will arrive shortly that have a better 

chance of survival, it should be viewed as if both patients arrived 

simultaneously and the respirator may be put aside for use on a patient 

 

 .ח-ה ק''ס ב''מבו םא ה''ד ל''היבבו ב''ס ה''לק ןמיס ןייע 235

 דוע ןייע .קפס ינפמ יאדו ןיחוד ןיא אתלימד אמעטו .ב תוא ב''נר ןמיס ד''וי םהרבא תמשנ ןיע 236
 .אירבה ףידעהל שי ןכוסמ וא אירב תלצה ןיב טילחהל ךירצשכד ח''ס ק''ס ד''לש ןמיס ב''מב

 רבוחמש ימד יריימ םתהו .ב:גע ןמיס ב''ח מ''וח מ''גאב בתכ ז''יעכו .שפנ ינפמ שפנ ןיחוד ןיא 237
 .םלוע ייחל ז''יע היחיש ימ רובע וקתנל ןיא ז''כבו ,העש ייח קר אוה
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that is younger and healthier and has a better chance of recovery, despite 

the fact that he or she has not yet come to the hospital. The first, elder 

patient, should not be connected to the respirator.238 

 

 ב''ונה תעד .םיתמ חותינ ןינעב ב''ונה ירבד שרפל )בל:בכ תולהא( א''וזחה כ''שממ הארנ ןכ 238
 ליצהל ידכ תמ הממ ררבל םיתמ חתנל רוסאד ולעה )ו''לש ד''וי( ס''חו )י''ר ןמיס ד''וי ת''ודהמ(

 ןיאש ומכ רוסא הלוח ןמק אכילדב לבא .שפנ חוקיפ םושמ יאשר ןמק תמ שישכ שיו דיתעב םירחא
 ןמק אתילל ןמק אתיא ןיב קוליחה ןיאש א''וזחה ראיב ז''עו .םולש תעשב תבשב ןייז ילכ םישוע
 הלוח שיש ומכ וניד וז העשב ןמק הלוח ןיאש ףא ,)הפגמ רמולכ לוגס לוגסב( רבדה יוצמ םא אלא
 ,םישנאב עגופו תכלהמה סוריו שיש ןויכ ןמק הלוחכ יוה ד''דנב ה''הד הארנו .אבי יאדובש ןויכ ןמק
 הלוחל וב שמתשהל אלש יאשר ןכלו ,רישכמה תא םיכירצש םישנא םילוחה תיבל וסנכיש עודיו

 .הלצהל רתוי םישולק םייוכיס ול שיש ונינפלש

 קלחל הלעה אוהו .ז''ע קלוחש 93 דומע ג''ח ןייטשרבליז 'רמ םיאפור ירועיש לש רפסב יתיארש אלא
 הרות ירוסיא ריתהל שפנ חוקיפ תוצמ ןינעל אלא ןמק הלוח אתיא וליאכ א''וזחה ריתה אל ןאכ דעד
 תושפנ תלצהמ עונמל ןמק הלוח וליאכ בישחנד רמיי ימ לבא ,םיתמ יחותינ וא תבש לוליח ןוגכ
 .םהב יחו ןידמ הנוש ךער םד לע דמעת אל תוצמ ירהו ,תעכ ונינפל תדמועה

 .קלחל שי הזה ןידב םג ילואו ,דומעת אלל םהב יחו תוצמ ןיב לודג קוליח ונאצמד ,וירבד רואיבו
 אמויב ראובמכ אקיפס קפס קפסב וליפא אוה הרות ירוסיא רובעל הריתמה הנכס תרדגה ,לשמל
 בויח ןינעל כ''אשמ ,ףלאל דחא איה התומתהש ףא תדלויל תבש ללחל רתומד מ''מה בתכ רבכו ,הפ
 הזמ רתוי אוה ליצמל ןוכיסה תגרדש םג םירחא ליצהל הנכסל ומצע תא סינכהל בייח דומעת אל
 שי אלא הוצמ םויק תעינמ לש ןינע קר הז ןיאד םושמ אוה םעטה כ''עו .םיקסופהו ז''בדרב ראובמכ
 עודיש לכד שודיחה יבגל ה''הד רשפא כ''או .רתויב ומצע תא ןכסל בייח ןכלו תושפנ תלצה תלעמ ןאכ
 שממ דמועה תושפנ תלצה לש הוצממ הז תמחמ ותוא רוטפנ אל לבא הרות ירוסיא םיריתמ אביש
 ןמק הלוחה תלצה עונמל ול ריתי ימו .ונינפב אצמנ וניאש אבל דמועש הלוח תמועל ,הב בייחו וינפב
 רישכמב שמתשיש ,ותנקסמ ןכלו .וב בייחתה אל דועו עיגה אל דועש ילאוטריו הלוח תלצה ללגב
 ייח וליצהל רשפאש רחא הלוח אביש דע ןיתמי אלו םישולק םייוכיס וא העש ייח לש הלוחב המשנה
 .םיהובג רתוי החלצה ייוכיס םע וא םלוע

 תעכ נ''וקיפ שיש םא רוסיא םוש רובעל רוסא ירהד ,הלעמל ונבתכש המ םייקל ז''כב הארנ םלוא
 תוצמ יבגל םג ,"ונינפל"ש הרדגהה יפלכו .ונינפב הלוחכ יוה אביש עודיש המ א''וזחה שדחמו ,שממ
 אצמנה" ינשה הלוחל וריאשהל אלא ןושארב לפטל בויח אכיל אליממו ,ונינפלכ וניד דמעת אל
 .ילאוטריו ןפואב "ונינפב

 אפורב םש ןדש 62 דומע רפס ותואב ל''צז בישילא ר םשב בתכ אוהש טוטיצמ יל הארנ ךכל ךמסו
 ותוולל םאה לאוש אפורהו ,םילוח תיבל עיגהל ךירצש השק עוצפ שיו ,המחלמ חטשב אצמנה יאבצ
 .השק עוצפה םע ךלי אלו םילייחה םע ראשיש בישהו .המחלמה תעב םילייחה ראש םע ראשהל וא
 ןיידע םלוכש פ''עאו ונינפל הלוחכ םניד םילייחה ראשש אוה ןושארה .ךכל תורבס המכ ןתנו
 שמתשמ בישילא 'רד ירה .וז השק הלוח קר אלו הנכס תקזחב םלוכ המחלמ תעשב לבא ,םיאירב
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330. When two people arrive for care and it is unknown who has the best 

chance of recovery, a decision should be made based upon the benefit to 

the community. Which patient is more needed by the public? That is also 

the same criterion used when deciding based upon chances of recovery.239 

331. Should a respirator be connected to an elderly person and in hindsight 

it is realized that it was an error as many younger patients streamed into 

the hospital that could have used that scarce resource, although it is 

forbidden to remove the first patient from the respirator as mentioned, 

nevertheless, further treatment and priority can be given to the younger 

patients when there is a crisis and not enough staff or further resources. A 

DNR can be placed on the patient with the respirator. With regard to 

further treatment, it is as if both patients arrived simultaneously and it is 

appropriate to prioritize the younger and healthier patients. Care must be 

taken to avoid any action that would cause the first patient to deteriorate. 

The recommendation is only for withholding of treatment and passively 

allowing the first patient to succumb to his condition. For further clarity, 

 

 אלו ,תושפנ תלצה ןינעל םג אלא הרות ירוסיא תייחד ןינעל קר אל ונינפב הלוחכד א''וזחה תרבסב
 .יתבתכ ד''עלנהו ,דמעת אל ןינעל הנוש "ונינפב הלוח" שודיחד ןנירמא

 םדוק שיאש ,לודג ןויע ילב הנשמה יללכ פ''ע השעמ תושעל השקש ד''ע ןמיס ב''ח מ''וח מ''גא ןייע 239
 איבהש ח''י ק''ס א''נר ד''וי א''רג ןייעו .תושפנ תלצהב תומידקה רדס ג''י תוירוה פ''ע המודכו השאל
 ,רתוי ול םיכירצ רוביצה ימ אוה עירכמה רבדהש ט''הד רשפאו .ןלפלפל םדוק ןרדסהש ימלשורימ
 רתוי היה םנמזב רשפאש ,וטושפכ הנשמה פ''ע םירבדה עובקל השמ 'רל ישוקה םרג הזש ןכתי כ''או
 רתוי הלודג ןתרותש םישנ שי םימעפלו בצמה הנתשנ םויהו ,השא ייחמ שיא ייחב רוביצל חויר
 רחאל אלא םירבדה לש ןטושפ רחאל תכלל א''או ,םיוסמ רבגמ רתוי םהל םיכירצ םיברהו ,םירבגמ
 .הנשמה ירבד ירוחואמ דמועה ללכה

 םלוא ,לודג ןהכל םדוק ךלמ ,וליצהל םדוק וריבחמ שדוקמהש ראובמ ).גי( תוירוה תכסמב הנהו
 .רתוי שדוקמ ןגסהש ג''עא המחלמ חושמה םיליצמ המחלמ חושמ ןהכו ג''הכ ןגס םיעבוט םא
 הנשמה שוריפבו .רתוי ךרצנ אוהו וב םייולת לארשי ייחש םושמ ש''ארה 'סותב ראובמ םעטהו
 תלעותמ רתוי הלודג המואל ותלעותש ךלמל םדוק םכחש םעטהד ףיסוה תוירוה ףוסב ם''במרל
 תגרדמ רתוי תעבוק איה רוביצל תלעותה םנמא ,השודק לש תוגרד שיד ףא ירה .ד''כע ךלמה
 .השודק תוגרד ירחא תכללו ולאכ םירבדב עירכהל םויה דואמ השק ןכלו .השודקה
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I emphasize that this only when there is limited resources or staff and a 

decision of triage needs to be made. Otherwise, all care should be put into 

all patients that have a chance of recovery. The same principle applies 

when both patients have equal chance of recovery and there is limited 

resources or staff, a decision should be made based upon the value each 

patient appears to have towards benefitting society. The question may be 

asked and answered, who does the community need alive more? 

332. If the hospital has one respirator for four patients, the medical staff 

may use their judgment to decide to use the same respirator for all four 

patients. Although the same air is being circulated among all four patients 

and their level of disease may not be identical, the doctors do not need to 

be concerned about manslaughter and causing a premature death to one 

of the patients. The gemoro teaches that physician has license to heal 

despite the fact that he may perform an action that is harmful. Once he is 

trained and licensed, he or she is authorized and required to use their 

knowledge and skill to the best of their capabilities to save lives. Medical 

care moves forward all the time and we are constantly learning new 

techniques and realize mistakes that had been made. Still, each team of 

doctors or individual physician is expected to use their best medical 

judgment as to what is appropriate under the given circumstance. If a 

decision is made to attempt to save four patients, it is an appropriate action 

despite the fact that one patient may worsen due to the chosen 

treatment.240 

333.  

 

 ע''ושה ירבדו ,םדאה תרותב ן''במרה ירבד לע ססובמו ילש םירועישבו םיבתכב הזב יתכראה 240
 .ו''לש ןמיס ד''ויב כ''ונו
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Coronavirus Patients and Shabbos 

Patients that begin to recover in the hospital are discharged to complete their 

recovery at home. It is important for family members to answer the phone on 

Shabbos to find out if their relative or friend needs to be collected from the 

hospital. It is important for his care and the safety of others. Public 

transportation, taxis or Ubers are not functioning in many places. A healthy 

person should not remain in the hospital over Shabbos in case he is needed 

on Shabbos for a discharge. Hospitals are focal points of the disease and 

should be avoided as much as possible. 

It is necessary and imperative that upon hearing that a family member has 

been discharged, to drive a car on Shabbos to fetch the discharged patient. 

Normally starting a car on Shabbos is a Torah violation. In this case it is a 

mitzvoh. Still, one should minimize the Torah violation as much as possible 

and start the car with a shinui, an uncommon or strange way. This lowers the 

violation to a derobonon. Use your left hand to put the key in the ignition and 

turn with your left hand. Press the start button with your knuckle instead of 

the tip of your finger. 

When turning off the engine, one should also use a shinui. It is permissible to 

turn off the engine even upon arrival at home even if the patient is not in 

danger.241 

334.   

 

 אל תוצוצינהש םרוג אלא תוצוצינה הבכמ וניאש ןנברדמ אלא הרות רוסיא וניא עונמ יוביכ 241

 דועו ,ןתליחת םושמ ןפוס וריתה םושמ ריתהל שי אליממו .א''זשר םשב )ט''כק:מ כ''שש( ושדחתי
 רוסיאב יוניש ריתהל שי דואמ לודג ךרוצו דספה םוקמבד ו''סר ןמיסב ראובמכ יונישב ריתהל שי
 .קולד ראשי םא הוהתי תרחא הנכס וא םינטק בכרל וסנכיש ששח שי דועו .ןנברד
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Isolation and Mental Health 

Many people will need to be in isolation for weeks and over the Pesach Yom 

Tov. The Gemoro teaches that despite the concern of anxiety, panic and fear 

engendered by ordering everyone to stay indoors, during an epidemic the risk 

is still greater to wander outside and mix with people.242 However, if a person 

has a known history of mental illness or depression and a responsible medical 

opinion believes that were that person to be all alone without personal 

interaction with friends and family he might be susceptible to harming himself 

or others, family members should violate Shabbos and Yom Tov and call that 

person, or WhatsApp. It is advisable to purchase a Zoom account and keep 

it open the entire time so that the family can interact with each other. It is 

important to regularly check on his state of mind. 

This year when Yom Tov is Sunday and Monday and follows a Shabbos, it is 

important to ask the physician of the isolated person whether there is concern 

that the person’s condition may worsen over the 72-hour period. If it might 

worsen, then the precautions above should be taken.243 

334.1. When there is no concern of mental illness, but the anxiety and 

loneliness is painful, family members in Eretz Yisroel may contact a 

non-Jewish home-care provider in the diaspora, on WhatsApp on the 

second day of Yom Tov, to chat with the non-Jew and let him or her 

know that the family in Israel is well and concerned about their relative 

in RSA, USA, UK or wherever. It is permissible for the non-Jewish 

 

 יניב ביתי קיפנ יכ יאוגמ המיא אכיאד אכיה לבא יאוגמ המיא אכילד מ''ה אמית יכו :ס ק''ב 242

 ץוחמ המיא םירדחמד ג''עא המיא םירדחמו ברח לכשת ץוחמ ש''ת ילעמ יפט אמלעב אתווצב ישניא
 .כ''ע ברח לכשת

 לופי וא רהנב לופיש הנכס ששח שישכ תושפנ תנכסכ וניד ןועגשש ה''ס ןמיס א''ח ה''א מ''גא ןייע 243

 לש הלחמ אוה ןועגשה םצע המודכו הליפנמ התימ ששח ןיאשכ ףאש ורמא םייח 'ר םשבו .תומיו
 .תושפנ תנכס
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caretaker to show the patient the phone with the smiling family from 

Israel. 

334.2. If there is no concern of mental illness or depression, but he 

friend or relative will be in great anguish and miserable due to the 

isolation, despite the suffering endured, Shabbos and Yom Tov should 

be respected and revered, and no violation should take place. Zoom, 

smartphones and all forms of communication using electrical 

equipment should not be used. 

334.3. Using Zoom for the Seder is forbidden as the parties are 

interested to see each other and have their picture appear on the screen 

of the other participants. That is a form of writing which is forbidden 

mederabonon.244 

334.4. Parents who demand of their children to join them for the Seder, 

are acting against the Torah if the government and responsible public 

health officials have determined that it is forbidden and a danger. The 

children are not in violation of disobeying their parents and are not 

required to go on account of the specific request or demand of their 

parents. Baruch Hashem, this year in many places such isolation is not 

required. 

Endangering a Relative to Save Others 

335. A PA, nurse or physician who generally works in the emergency room 

and comes in daily contact with Covid 19 patients and takes appropriate 

precautions should refrain from such activity if they have an 

immunosuppressed relative living with them at home. It is extremely 

difficult to properly avoid being a carrier of the disease and since it may 

 

 .ןנברדמ רוסא ןיידע לבא ת''המ וניאו אמייק לש יוה אל אכה םלוא .בתוכ םושמ בייח הרוצ רצה 244

 .הוצמ םוקמב תובשד תובש ךייש אלו םמצעב םישוע םישנאה ןמ דחא לכש רבד אוהו
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put someone in your nuclear family at great risk, it is appropriate to allow 

others to do the holy work of your profession. 

335.1. While it is noble to put yourself at minor risk in order to save 

others that are at great risk, however, when your involvement in the 

mitzvoh of life-saving care puts your child or other loved one at great 

risk (especially without their consent), it is irresponsible and should be 

avoided. Such a situation may be (depending on the specifics of the 

circumstance) a violation of ךתיבב םימד םישת אל  which demands of 

us to remove all obstacles that may cause harm to others (  ם''במר ןייע

ד:א''י חצור ). 

Pesach 

Fasting Erev Pesach 

336. I am a first born. If there won’t be minyanim for me to join in a 

siyum erev Pesach should I fast? Is there another solution for me to 

partake in a siyum? 

336.1. The fast of the first-borns on erev Pesach (or on the 13th of Nisson 

when the 14th is Shabbos) is often bypassed by partaking in a siyum. 

One may make his own siyum without a minyan and eat. One may 

listen to a siyum through a virtual participation (Zoom, WhatsApp, 

phone etc.) The entire basis for the fast is not well established in 

halochoh. Normally during Nisson, it is forbidden to fast. 

Furthermore, the reason to avoid communal gatherings and shul 

attendance is due to a concern of transmission of the virus. It is 

imperative to be as strong and healthy as possible. When there is 

concern that the fast will put you at greater risk and susceptible to 

the virus, one should not fast. However, it seems that Covid 19 is 

a respiratory disease and fasting is not much of a factor in 

susceptibility. Therefore, one who does not go to a siyum may fast 

during Covid 19. 
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336.2. A person who normally fasts on a yohrzeit and is concerned that 

the fast may aggravate their susceptibility to the virus, should annul 

his neder with a talmid chochom familiar with the process of 

annulments of nedorim. It is possible to annul a neder that a single 

person made. However, a vow made by a community cannot be 

annulled. However, if it is a temporary stay on the vow due to a 

specialized circumstance, the Dagul Mervovoh in the Laws of 

Nedorim rules that one does not need to annul the neder. It is 

obvious that the community never meant to keep the vow in 

extreme situations. (This logic can be used with regard to customs 

on Pesach, such as gebrochtz and kitniyos.) The application to this law 

is dependent on the virulence of Covid in your location and 

whether eating well will make a difference in prevention. This year, 

it does not seem that it eating kitniyos, gebrochtz or refraining from 

fasting is going to make enough of a difference to allow them 

despite that the world is not yet out of Covid 19. 

Mechiras Chometz 

337. I usually go to the Rav to sell my chometz and shake hands and 

lift an item of his as a kinyan. This year I don’t want to (or shouldn’t) 

leave the house. What should I do? 

337.1. In order to appoint the Rav your agent to sell your chometz, you 

need not leave your home. You can appoint the Rav your agent 

online or by phone. Kollel Yad Shaul has a form online for you to 

fill out and it will be arranged from the comfort and safety of your 

home. www.kollelyadshaul.co.za  

338. I have chometz in my office and in my second home. I am unable to 

access it. Can I still sell it? Can the non-Jew buy it? 

338.1. You may include that chometz in the sale through the Rav. The 

only time you cannot sell property because it is not considered in your 
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domain is if it is stolen. If you know where it is and it is inaccessible it 

still remains yours and you have the authority to sell it. The buyer is 

also able to buy the chometz despite the fact that he is unable to reach 

it immediately. The sale is meant to be final and complete and to 

remain the non-Jews forever. He will be able to use it eventually. He 

can choose to buy it to consume or as an investment. He can also 

contact someone else to collect it on his behalf. 

339. I ordered a product that is chometz and it hasn’t yet arrived. It will 

likely arrive at my home on Pesach. Is it included in the sale? What should 

I do with it? 

339.1. If you had intention not to acquire the item at the time of 

transaction in anticipation that it may not arrive on time it never 

became yours. If, however, you intended to acquire it when the 

transaction was completed and according to secular law it became 

yours, you will need to include it the sale of chometz to the non-Jew. 

It is not necessary to know the exact location of the item. The wording 

of the sale of chometz includes your chometz wherever it may be. As 

mentioned earlier, you are the rightful owner and have authority to 

effectuate its sale. A pikadon in the hands of the nifkad is still owned by 

the mafkid and he may sell it to others. Once it arrives, it belongs to 

the non-Jew as it has been sold and it should be put in the cabinet with 

other items that were sold to the non-Jew. 

Stocking Up on Chometz 

340. I am concerned that the situation will worsen, and there won’t be food 

available after Pesach. Normally I don’t own any chometz on Pesach and 

sell through the rav as a precaution. May I stock up now and sell real 

chometz this year? 

340.1. It is commendable that you avoid retaining any chometz in your 

home during Pesach. This is what the Torah asks of us and how the 



 Guide to Pesach 5781	

 279 

Mishnoh Beruroh recommends we prepare for Pesach.245 You should 

maintain that behavior and avoid housing any chometz in your home 

over Pesach. Only five grains can become chometz. There is plenty of 

other food available. If you wish to stockpile food, purchase rice, 

kitniyos, canned foods, seeds, corn and more. By looking at the list of 

kitniyos in the Pesach Guide I publish, you will surely find foods that 

you can eat (before and after Pesach) that are not made of the five 

grains. 

341.  

Destroying Chometz Before Pesach 

Often people gather together erev Pesach in the morning and burn their 

chometz in a bonfire. This year, 5781, it is not advisable as it unnecessarily 

draws crowds together. There is no halachic directive or advantage to 

burning the chometz together. It can be done in the privacy of your own 

yard. However, it is likely that the behavior developed due to safety 

concerns and small fires may not properly burn the chometz the chometz 

may remain edible on the inside. Either make your own fire in a safe way, 

ensure that it burns well or pour bleach on the food and throw out with 

trash or break it into small pieces and flush down the toilet. It is not 

necessary to burn the chometz. Flushing chometz in the toilet is a great 

way to rid of chometz that you own on Shabbos erev Pesach. Make sure 

to crumble it enough so that it won’t clog the plumbing. 

342.   

 

 הזב לקימ ב''י ק''ס ב''מב .ותיבל ץוחמ היהי ץמחה לכש בייחמ רבחמהד ג''ס ח''מת ןמיס ןייע 245

 םינקמו רתוי םיליקמ אנדיאה .הכישמב הנק יוגהש בייחמ םלוא ותיבב ץמחה קיזחהל יאשרש
 אלש ימ פ''כע .חספ תארקל איצומ ינאש סרטנוקבו םיכמסמב הזב יתכראה .םירחא םיניינקב ירכנל
 םירתיה לע ךומסל ילב ונוקיתכ 'ד ןוצר םייקמש ול ירשאו ,הכרב וילע אבת ותיבב ץמח קיזחמ
 .קחדה תעשב ונתנש
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Kitniyos 

Normally one who is ill does not need to be concerned about avoiding 

kitniyos on Pesach, as written earlier in this booklet. It does not need to reach 

the level of הנכס וב ןיאש הלוח , an incapacitated illness, as long as the person 

is weaker and needs treatment, he or she may consume kitniyos on Pesach. 

During the coronavirus period, we all need to maintain our health, diet and 

behaviors to be as fit as possible. If you have pills that are made of kitniyos, 

you may take them. Unflavored pills, are permissible, even if they are made 

of chometz or are treif, as addressed earlier. However, even if they are flavored, 

if they are kosher and have no chometz but contain kitniyos, you may consume 

them on Pesach. Kitniyos is a custom, not miderabonon, and the custom is waived 

under conditions where there is a valid medical benefit. The reason one is 

taking the pills is in order to avoid becoming incapacitated; that is enough of 

a valid reason. If you live in an area where the people are vaccinated, 

recovering or the pandemic has waned considerably, and people are not 

concerned, you have no license to take flavored kitniyos. 

343.  

Kashering a Dishwasher 

Normally I recommend not to kasher a dishwasher for Pesach. However, this 

year if you have an exceptional challenge and will not have a maid or other 

extenuating circumstance, it may be a sha’as hadchak. In such circumstances, it 

is permissible to kasher a dishwasher for Pesach. The inside walls need to be 

stainless steel and not ceramic or porcelain. It is acceptable if there are other 

materials in the metal, as long as a majority of the material is metal. If the 

racks are metal and plastic, it can be kashered for Pesach. 

Wait 24 hours since it was last used, run the empty dishwasher at the hottest 

temperature on a full cycle without dishwashing soap or detergent. If it is not 

an extenuating circumstance, you should not kasher the dishwasher. 
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344.  

Kashering Plastic 

This year, 5781, in Johannesburg one may kasher plastic and use the 

equipment for Pesach. In my opinion, in Eretz Yisroel you should not kasher 

plastic for Pesach.

 

345.  

If the Pandemic is the Will of Hashem, What Should we Daven For? 

Bitachon 

 

Question: 

If we accept the virus as the will of Hashem should we refrain from davening 

to stop the plague? 

Answer: 

Davening to remove the plague is a legitimate tefilloh. 

It is appropriate to identify your concerns, your fears, your wishes and ask 

Hashem to grant them. It is appropriate to daven to Hashem to protect your 

family and loved ones, to allow you to travel again, to help you return to your 

previous lifestyle, to learn Torah and daven with a minyan, to help your 

children (and yourself) avoid negative influences available on the internet, to 

help your livelihood (parnossoh), your marriage, your family relationships, to 

stop the deaths, to grant freedom of movement, to allow me to exercise or 

relieve some personal or national distress. Any pressure that you feel needs to 

be relieved is a cause for tefilloh. Hashem knows that we think we know what 

is good for us and wants us to turn to Hashem for relief. Hashem knows what 

is good for us and does what is good for us, but still wants us to ask for our 
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needs. He doesn’t ask us to daven to inform Him of our request since He is 

so busy that He would not otherwise be aware of your needs. He wants us to 

daven in order that we maintain a close relationship of dependence on 

Hashem. 

That sense of reliance and feeling of incapacity to solve our own problems is 

a way to reach appropriate closeness to Hashem. It is a great tool to attain the 

pleasure of olam habo. So do not refrain from asking Hashem for salvation 

from the tzoros of the world and your personal needs. That is one of the major 

benefits of the tzoros and this universal event. 

However, one need not panic and feel despair, doom and worry that he or 

she is in an unstable environment that is subject to any type of senseless pain. 

It is helpful to work on the fundamentals of our religion at this time. Clarity 

will help in properly dealing with the situation. Here is a reminder of some 

simple and well-known fundamentals of Yiddishkeit. 

1. Our belief is that Hashem has always had a single plan for humanity, and 

that the world was created in order to execute that single plan. The plan is 

(presently) focused on the Jewish people who are now meant to be the 

recipients of the full gift of goodness from Hashem (after the sin of Odom 

and Chava). That plan, is to bring all Jews into our land to live out the 

wonderful life of spirituality and physical blessings. Hashem has always 

been nurturing, guiding and developing that goal every century, decade, 

year and minute. We believe that Hashem is keeping his eye on that goal 

in a singular way and has never been distracted from it. 

2. We believe that Hashem has absolute and complete control to carry out 

this mission and there is no force that can counter it. Any evil force is a 

creation of Hashem necessary to be used in the service of this same plan. 

3. Once a person knows this, he is aware that Hashem is keeping His eye on 

every Jew. Not necessarily as it pertains to the personal issues of each 
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person, but certainly as it pertains to the goal of creation and Hashem’s 

plan for the world. 

4. Once a person comes to such an awareness, he or she can ask themselves 

“is it conceivable that my condition can be any better than it already is 

judging from the perspective of Hashem’s master plan?” Hashem is doing 

that which is necessary in order that I, you, and each Jew in the world, can 

reach his or her highest level of perfection and pleasure. Each Jew is part 

of Hashem’s promise that “I will be a G-d for you and your descendants 

after you”. Since we are part of that covenant, you can be sure that the 

course your life is taking is the very best way for you to reach that covetous 

attainment. 

5. This is a unique type of hashgochoh. Hashem is aware, is in control, is 

directing and guiding all powers of the world, in a unified way to reach His 

ultimate goal. Awareness of these truths should build one’s heart with the 

strength and confidence that we are in good hands, the best hands, and it 

is all for our own benefit to attain the greatest pleasure in the World to 

Come. Hashem’s essence of being good, means bestowing the best 

possible good on to His creatures. 

6. Without properly understanding these fundamentals, it is impossible to 

reach proper trust in Hashem. It is false to trust that all will turn out good 

(according to our definition of good). Whoever speaks that way may sound 

very religious, but they are not. A faulty understanding of Judaism cannot 

lead to a healthy relationship with Hashem. After understanding the 

principles described in Derech Hashem (section 1 and 2), one can be 

relaxed, tranquil and at peace with the surrounding world, whatever may 

transpire. It may be a harsh, difficult and painful experience, but to the 

degree that you believe that we are part of the Hashem’s project, you know 

that this is the right journey. 
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7. The calmness derives from the confidence that Hashem has no other 

interest in the world other than bringing each and every Jew to their 

maximum level of pleasure and that there is no force that can challenge 

Hashem’s will. He has every imaginable force at His disposal to realize His 

goal. He has started the mission and will surely complete it. Confidence in 

that belief gives rise to a healthy and promising expectation and true 

security. 

8. With this knowledge and feeling in the heart, one can see, experience and 

weather conditions that are not according to your expectations or 

perception of what should be. You know deep down that you are under 

control and protection of the master planner. You will know that it is 

impossible for there to be a better plan than the one being presented. 

9. This conviction does not preclude the appropriate behavior of davening 

for your salvation according to your perceived needs. That is what Hashem 

is asking us to do in order to nurture the dependence. It does not preclude 

acting in a way that is proper hishtadlus, appropriate measures, in order to 

handle events as they develop. Dealing with emerging challenges in an 

intelligent and practical manner is the responsibility of every Jew in his or 

her attempt to merit the closeness to Hashem. Failing to do that, is a 

serious disruption of avodas Hashem. 

10. The delicate balance demanded of us is to daven to Hashem for what we 

think is good for us. To act with common sense and according to halachic 

guidelines as if the solution is dependent upon our actions and strategy. 

At the same time refrain from being certain that we have the best plan and 

that the escape route needs to happen the way we think it should. Do what 

you can but know in your heart that you are in Hashem’s hands and He is 

testing us to see how we behave. If we behave correctly (e.g., turning to 

Him and following halochoh), we then become filled with the spirit of 
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Hashem and merit being as similar to Hashem as possible in goodness and 

thereby deserving of olam habo. 

Dealing with these theological themes is an important part of our growth in 

these ikvoso demishicho. 
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346.  

Hallel the night of the Seder 

Hopefully, you will be able to daven maariv in shul with a minyan. If not, the 

night of the Seder should begin with maariv by the men who will join together 

for the Seder. After davening maariv at home the night of the Seder, no Hallel 

should be recited. This is true even if there is a minyon of people at home for 

the tefilloh since all of those men will be reciting Hallel together during the 

Seder. The custom of Hallel after davening maariv the night of the Seder is 

only for a tzibbur and only when there is more publicity of the miracles that 

took place that night millennia ago. If there is a minyon which is made up of 

more than one family and not all of those at the minyon will be at the same 

Seder, then the normal custom of Hallel should be followed.246 

347.  

Tefillas Tal 

Try to attend shul in a safe way on Pesach morning. If you will be davening 

alone at home, one should include in his tefilloh לטה דירומ  when davening mussaf 

on the first day of Pesach. The announcement made in shul in advance of the 

davening, has great halachic significance. One shouldn’t be switching the 

nusach of davening privately. One needs communal permission to do so and 

the gabbai’s announcement gives license to all to switch the formulation of 

our tefilloh. The poetry (piyyut) normally said, is meant to be recited in a minyon 

and not privately. It may be said before shemone esrei (and certainly not during 

shemone esrei), but even if recited privately does not offer the license to change 

 

 א''רגה כ''שמכ גהנמל םוקמ ךייש אל תודיחיב לבא ,רוביצב קר ונייהו ,ד''ס ז''פת ס''ס ןייע 246

 יתאב םשו ,נ''כהיבב רדסב לילב ללה ןינעב סרטנוקב ז''כב יתכראהו .ז''פתבו א''כ ק''ס א''ערת
 ןורשי יטבש מ''היב תמקהב ונישעש ומכ גהנמ שדחל םיאבו עובק גהנמ ןיאש םוקמבש הנקסמל
 הכרבה ועמשי םעה ראשו ךרבי ןזחה קרו רוביצב ללה רמול גוהנל שי ,ג''סשת תנשב שמש תיב תמרב
 .ןמא ונעיו
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the nusach of davening. In the situation we find ourselves this year 5781, where 

there will be many minyonim davening in South Africa and around the world, 

permission by the communities will be given to switch the nusach. However, 

even if you are in a place that very few people daven with a minyan, one does 

not need to say the prologue to mussaf, and still may start reciting morid hatal 

during mussaf. Under the circumstances, it would seem that all communities 

(even if they don’t gather as a minyon) authorize everyone to change the 

nusach. This seems true even if your community and shul has not made a 

formal announcement.247 

348.  

Shir Hashirim During Chol Hamoed 

Hopefully we will all be in shul for Shir Hashirim. However, those that will 

not be going to shul on Shabbos Chol Hamoed Pesach or Shevi’i shel Pesach 

and will be davening alone, should not include the recitation of Shir Hashirim. 

It is a custom that does not devolve on the individual, but rather on the minyon 

of ten gathered for tefilloh. Even though it is a beautiful custom and the 

reasons it was instituted may resonate with many people, in my opinion, it is 

inappropriate to conduct oneself with a ceremony, however meaningful, that 

is void of substance. Once it loses its status as a minhog, the behavior becomes 

a personal ceremony. Jewish people should avoid falling into the trap of 

incorporating behaviors that they appreciate into their lives as religious 

expression. All of our behaviors should be well grounded in halochoh. Minhog, 

Jewish custom, as a branch of halochoh is a significant part of what Hashem 

expects of us. Once it loses its significance as a halachically oriented behavior 

and becomes a personal expression of religious devotion, regardless of how 

 

 לטה דירומ רמא םא םימשגה תומיבש ימלשורי איבהש המחה תומיב ה''ד :ג תינעת 'סות ןייע 247

 דבעידב אצוי חורה בישמב ךשמהל םיבייח ןידה רקיעמ םא ףא ןכלו ,רוזחל צ''א חורה בישמ םוקמב
 .הזרכהכ יוה אפוג הזד הארנ לטה דירומ ורמא םלוכש רחאל אליממו .לטה דירומ ריכזהש המב
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inspirational it may be, we lose touch with acting as servants of Hashem doing 

His bidding, and begin acting as a free agent finding serenity and personal 

fulfillment in an individualistic spiritual experience. That is not an authentic 

Jewish relationship with Hashem.248 This is at the root of the mistake of the 

Jews when they sinned with the Golden Calf. 

In practice, I  recommend that one learn םירישה ריש . I have found the 

Artscroll English translation to be excellent. However, one should not feel 

compelled to lein it as if one fulfilling the kerioh of the day. This is not a 

violation of any specific prohibition and is merely a matter of sensitivities. If 

you wish, you may do so. 

349.  

Haircuts During Chol Hamoed and Sefiroh 

In many areas haircuts are now permissible. However, if you are in a location 

where it is not possible to get a haircut now and will only become available 

during chol hamoed, it would be permissible to go to the barber or hairdresser 

during chol hamoed. Halochoh generally forbids haircuts during chol hamoed. 

There is, however, an allowance for someone who was unable to do so in 

 

 הרותה תאירקב אלו הליגמו בלול רפושב תומא 'ד ונריבעי אמשל ןנישייח ט''מ םלועה םישקמ  248
 תבוח ןיב קלחל א''רגה םשב עודיו ,מ''הוח תבשב םירישה רישו תלהק תליגמבו ,תבש לכב תורטפהו
 ללחל אלש וריבח ריכזי דחא לכד( ןנישייח אל ,רוביצה לע ןינעה לטומד אכיהד ,דיחי תבוחל רוביצ
 ארקמב ןיבייח לכה הנשמה ןושלמ קדקדו .ןנישייח ,דיחי לכ לע לטומ הבוחהד אכיה קרו )תבש
 .דיחי תבוח אוהד עמשמד ,הליגמ

 םימעטה לכ תמחמ רבדה גוהנל הצורש ימ לבא ,תודיחיב ותורקל בייח וניא עודמ הבס ז''כש אלא
 תחנ הזב השעי הרואכל אלהו הזמ ענמהל שי עודמ ,לארשי רוביצב גהנמה עבקנ ורובעבש םיבוטה
 ?םהה םינינעה תאירקמ הלעתי ומצע אוה יאדובו וארובל חור

 ,גהנמ ירדגב םויק וב ןיאש לכ ,אוהש לכ גהנמ םויקל תונייוצמ תורבסו תובס שי םא ףא הארנ םלוא
 סקטל שודק גהנממ הגהנהה ךפהנ .תוטש גהנמ יוה ,)ךמא תרות שוטת לא ןידמ( וב םיבייוחמ אלו
 ,שממ ןהב ןיאש תוינוציחו םיסקט האלמש תורצנהו םודא תוכלמ תגהנהמ הפילק איהש ,דבלב
 .ימינפו יתימא ךרע וב ןיאש רבדב וניתוחוכב גהנתהל הלילחו
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advance provided that all are aware as to why he couldn’t cut his hair before 

Yom Tov.249 

350. Should you wish to take a haircut after Pesach during the period before 

Rosh Chodesh Iyor, one may choose to follow the aveilus (special national 

mourning laws) of Sefiroh from Rosh Chodesh until close to Shavuos even 

if he or she normally kept the mourning period from Pesach until Lag 

Ba’Omer.250 

351. Even during the Sefiroh period, there is another leniency that is relevant. 

The mourning period of aveilus is not more stringent than aveilus for a 

parent during the twelve months after death. One is allowed to take a 

haircut as soon as it is recognizably unkempt, and friends encourage the 

mourner to appear more presentable. Ramo rules that after three months 

since the last haircut one can assume that he has reached the threshold of 

seeming unkempt enough to warrant a haircut. Rav Moshe explains that 

in the time of the Ramo it was customary to go to the barber once every 

six weeks, so the threshold is after waiting twice the normal time between 

haircuts, one may take a haircut even during the mourning or sefiroh. Hence 

 

 םוקמב היה אל גחה ברעבו םיה תנידממ אבש ימל ד''דנ המודו ,םש ב''מבו ד''ס א''לקת ןמיס ןייע 249

 .מ''הוחב ףא רפתסהלו )רתיה ךרדב( ונקז חלגל יאשר ,גחה ינפל רפתסהל תורשפא היה אלו ,בושי

I applied this principle last year (in 5780) to yet another situation. For a few days preceding 
Pesach 5780 in RSA there was a sudden discontinuance of water to a certain neighborhood. 
The kehilloh members were all aware of this suspension and aided the affected people. 
(Such a thing could happen to water or electricity in the RSA.) The affected people were 
unable to wash their clothing in advance of the chag and asked whether they may wash their 
clothes during chol hamoed. Using the principle described here, I believe it is permitted 
for them to wash their clothes during chol hamoed. For sources and fuller analysis see 
here:
 https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Coq7sMd4wmS_gThLBEBKqfXP_fb5Hc7
m  

 תוליבא גוהנל ליחתהלו הנשל הנשמ תונשל רשפא לודג ךרוצלש ,ט''נק ןמיס א''ח ח''וא מ''גא ןייע 250

 .השעמלו הכלהל ושודיח לבקתנש המודמכו ,םדוקמ ןכ השע אלש ףא ח''רמ
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if twice the normal time has elapsed since your last haircut it is permissible 

to shave and take a haircut during sefiroh.251 

Music During Sefiroh 

352. In South Africa, many people were home bound for a good part of the 

sefiroh period last year. Normally it is customary for people to refrain from 

listening to music or playing an instrument during this period of mourning. 

It is my conviction, that last year, this specific aspect of the mourning may 

be waived. Listening to music and playing an instrument, in my opinion, 

was allowed. However, this year, 5781, life is not as restricted and the those 

who have adopted the custom to refrain from music should avoid it. 

352.1. Music is an important tool to avoid depression and anxiety. The 

psychological and emotional health of many is at risk during a 

lockdown. It can also be an important activity for many people that 

might otherwise get involved in activities that are inappropriate for 

bnei Torah. If music might reduce tension and irritation between 

adolescent siblings that is also a worthwhile trade-off.252 For some 

 

 .ו''נק ןמיס ג''ח ד''וי מ''גאו ד''ס צ''ש ןמיס ד''וי א''מר ןייע 251
252  

 תולוחמו ןידוקיר

 ,תושר לש ש''כו הוצמ לש ןיב תולוחמו ןידוקיר תושעל רוסיא וגהנד בתכ ג''קס ב''מ ג''צת ןמיסב

 הניגנ ילכ רוסאל רוקמ םיקסופב ונאצמ אל םלוא .א''שו ג''מפ ,ר''א ,בקעי קח ,א''גמב ורוקמו

 ס''ס א''ח ח''וא מ''גאב רכזוהו ,רבדב רוסיא םעה וגהנ םלוא .אקודב רמועה תריפס ימיב הקיסומו

 .מ''שו ד:אכ ד''ח ח''וא ,זלק ב''ח ד''וי ,וסק

 םיבצעו םיחתמ תגפהל האופרכ הקיסומ

 םירומח םירוסיאל עיגהל לולעו תודידב תשגרה ,םיבצע ,תובצע ,הרוחש הרמ ול שיש ימד הארנ ךא

 .ז ןיטיג יריאמ ןייע .ריתהל שיו ,םיבצעה תעגרהו שפנה תאופרל אלא גונעתל וניא אקיסומה ,יפט

 ה''הד הארנו ,אנידמ ארמז רוסיא ןמזב ונייה( גונעת ךרדו שאר תולקו קוחש ךרד הרמז ורסא קרד

 .)שאר תולק וא קוחש ,גונעת םשל אלא גהנמה רדג ןיאד רימחהל וגהנו אנידמ רתומ ארמזשכ ש''כו
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people, the conditions of lockdown and restriction are still prevalent 

and these principles may be used. It is advisable to ask a chochom 

whether you are applying the principle correctly. 

 

 םימשה ןמ םחוריש א''טילש רשיפ המלש ברה ,םלועה לש ודומע ר''וממ םימעפ הברה יתעמש ןכו

 אלוק ידיל יתא םירצמה ןיבבו הריפסב אקיסומה תרמוחד ,המילש האופר אפרתיו רתוי קזחתהל

 םיתמהו ,הפגמהמ ששחה בקע םלועה בצמ ד''נעלו .שפנה תאופרל הקיסומה םיכירצ םישנאה םויהו

 תצק שפנה תלחמל םימרוג הדובעו םידומילב תוביציה יאו הסנרפה תקוצמו תודידבהו םילוחהו

 עיגריש בשוח םא עומשל וא ןגנל הצורש ימ לכל וריתהל שיו .הזב לפטל ןייוצמ ילכ איה הקיסומהו

 .רתוי םירומח םירבדב תוקסעתה ונממ ענמיו ותוא

 הוצמ תדועסב הניגנ ילכ

 םינורחאה וקלחנ .הפגמ תעש וניאשכ ףא הריפסה ימיב אנידמ ןוכנ ד''נעלש אשונ דוע ןייצא בגאו

 תדועסב לבא הוצמ כ''כ וב ןיאש ןיכודיש תדועסב אקוד ןידוקיר לש רוסיאה םא א''גמה תעדב

 רוסאל שי ד''א )א''קס א''א ג''מפו ר''אה תעד ה''כ( דוקרל רתומ הוצמ רבד יוהד ל''סד ןיסוריא

 הברה תערכה אוה ךכד הזב לקהל שיו .)ז''רגה תעד( רוסא הוצמ תדועסב םגד ןיסוריאב ןידוקיר

 לקהל שיו .רורב רוסיא הזב ןיאש הניגנ ילכב רתומד ש''כ ןידוקירב רתומש םוקמבד הארנו .םיקסופ

 ולאל הלימ תירב ןכו ,)ל''צז א''שירגה תערכה אוה ןכ( ת''ס תסנכה ןוגכ ,הוצמ רבד לכב ןידוקירב

 .הוצמ תדועס יוה זאד שרוד הוצמ רב ןתחהשכ םויב וב הוצמ רב תדועסב נ''כו .תרומזתב םיגהונש

 ןידוקירו רמז ילכ היהי אל םלוא הריפסב הדועסה םייקל רתומו ,תושר תדועס יוה שרוד וניאשכו

 .הוצמ תדועס וניאש ןויכ
 ןכו ל''נה א''גמ תעדכ תולוחמו םידוקירב רתומו שרוד רענהשכ הוצמ תדועס בשחנ הוצמ רב םלוא

 .ב''ס ו''כת ןמיסב ראובמכ הנבל שודיק רחאל גוהנכ הוצמ לש תולוחמ ןכו .הניגנ ילכ
 שישכ ןכלו .הניגנ ילכו ,תולוחמו םידוקירב רתומו ,הוצמ תדועס יוה ,המודכו תכסמ לע םויס תדועס

 הניגנ ילכו םידוקירב ירשד ש''כד הארנ ,רפס םייסמ םגו שרוד רוחבהו םויב וב הוצמ-רב תדועס

 .דחי םימעטה 'ב דצמ
 רתומו רייא ח''ר רחאל ףא העבש ימי לכ תוכרב עבש תושעל רתומ רייא ח''ר םדוק השא אשנש ימ

 .)ז''צ ןמיס א''ח ה''או ה''צ ןמיס ב''ח ח''וא מ''גא( תולוחמו ןידוקירו ריש ילכב


